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Carey Nieuwhof is someone whose writings and predictions I follow
because he seems to have his ear to the ground and his eyes on Christ.
I look for people like him who set aside their theology to speak to the
culture around us. Nieuwhof is the pastor at Connexus Church in
Ontario, Canada. He recently wrote an article that really got my thinking
going about the future of the church and I want to share some of it with
you in order to get feedback from you, the church. (Yes, I want feedback!
harvey@unionumc.org)
In the article “10 Predictions About the Future Church and Shifting
Attendance,” Nieuwhof looks at a number of real statistics to see where
we might see ourselves as a church in the near future in a changing and
shifting culture.
The second prediction he points to is something that I have spoken about often: churches that
love their model over mission will die. He points to churches that stay innovative and creative
as the ones that he predicts will continue to move forward in the mission of the Kingdom.
Example—do you remember the Kodak Company? In the late 1990’s Kodak failed to see the
trend toward digital technology and they lost much of their share in cameras to companies like
Samsung. In fact, in 2012 Kodak was bankrupt. Hard to imagine that for those of us who grew
up knowing their brand. Kodak emerged from bankruptcy but is not the same company it once
was. Where are we missing those places we need to be more innovative in order to share the
Gospel and spread the Good News?
Nieuwhof goes on and writes about other trends such as:
Consumer Christianity will die, and a more selfless discipleship will emerge;
Sundays will become more about what we give than what we get;
Attendance will no longer drive engagement; engagement will drive attendance.
Nieuwhof then mentions another place I think we can look at the way we do church. His #7
prediction is about ministry. He writes:
“Simplified ministries will complement people’s lives, not compete with people’s lives.
For years, the assumption has been that the more a church grew, the more activity it
would offer. The challenge, of course, is that church can easily end up burning people
out. In some cases, people end up with no life except church life. Some churches offer
so many programs for families that families don’t even have a chance to be families.”

Mr. Nieuwhof then concludes:
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“Churches that focus their energies on the few things the church can uniquely do best
will emerge as the most effective churches moving forward. Simplified churches will
complement people’s witness, not compete with people’s witness.”
How can we do better at “how” we do church? Is the committee structure a thing of the past?
(You all now I love meetings, but this isn’t about that!). How can we utilize our congregants’
skills and times and talents for the best?
If you would like to read the whole article please see:
https://careynieuwhof.com/10-predictions-about-the-future-church-and-shifting-attendancepatterns/.
Thanks to Carey Nieuwhof for his careful thoughts and yes, I would love to hear from you!

Harvey
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Junior Church is held during
the 9:00 am worship service

Each Wednesday
Horticulture
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Grimm and Gorly
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2019 General Conference
in St. Louis
If you are interested in attending the
2019 Special General Conference
February 23-26 in St. Louis, you will
need to pre-register to attend.
Here is the link to register:
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ereg/
index.php?eventid=378405&
Deadline to sign up is January 31. If
you sign up early, the cost is $7.00,
which covers the cost of a Security ID
badge. ($10.00, if you don’t preregister)
We are working on daily
transportation for those who are
interested so watch for more
information coming in the next
Tidings and bulletin.
THE SECOND MONDAY
BREAKFAST GROUP
January 14
Round Table
6401 West Main, Belleville
We need your reservations, so please
call Sheri, 233-6375 or
e-mail her at sheri@unionumc.org
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Scout Sunday/Pancake Breakfast: Boy Scout Troop 53 will be joining us
Scout Sunday, February 17, 2019. Immediately following the church service,
please enjoy a pancake breakfast sponsored by the Methodist Men. Proceeds
will assist in troops’ summer camping programs.

Food Pantry Update
In October, we had monetary donations from Linda Moyer, Bob and Dorothy
Inman, Geraldine Thomas and Bob Brunkow! In November, we had donations
from Linda Moyer, Bob and Dorothy Inman, Bob Brunkow, the Forum Class,
Jerry Sauerwein, David Favreau, Geraldine Thomas, Ralph Crago and Don
Eltrich. And in December, we had donations from Bob and Dorothy Inman,
Jerry Sauerwein, Linda Moyer, Bob Brunkow, Ann Braun, Virginia Voelkel and
Kathryn Grissom. THANK YOU!!! We definitely need money to keep the
hungry fed!
Deborah Circle also donated a variety of food and Gay and Wally Miller
brought in three boxes of food. Bill Baysinger delivered three carts full of
canned goods which we assume came from Julee's school (Pontiac). And
finally, Miriam Circle donated 39 bars of badly needed soap! What you bring
in, Sarah Lanxon doesn't have to buy!! Thanks!!
We also had the Boy Scout Food Drive and Hallelujah, it didn't rain!! Troop 53
did a great job of dropping off bags and picking them back up the Saturday
before Thanksgiving! We received a lot of food (notwithstanding the Turkey
Brining Kit, Quail Eggs and a can of whole Lychees!) and were able to stock
the shelves! Great job, Boy Scouts and leaders!! We really appreciate you!
Katie Manno's Girl Scout troop made and donated great birthday gift bags for
kids - complete with a cake mix, frosting, candles, card, paper, hats, plates,
etc. to give out to people who had kids with birthdays. However, no one ever
asked for them. So, I took them down to the Violence Prevention Center and
they were THRILLED to get them!! They REALLY had a need for them and
said THANK YOU!!
We also had an OVER abundance of adult diapers which was taking up room
for canned goods. So I called around and ended up taking them to the Senior
Center on North 47th Street - and once again, they were also thrilled to get
them! Nice to find homes for things where they can be put to the best use. We
have such a good, giving congregation! Thanks again, and Happy 2019!
Kay MacIntire

New Adult Sunday School Class Starting
Pastor Carrie will be starting a Sunday School Class on January 20th
following 9 am worship. For the first 7 weeks we will be exploring the Bible
using the DVD based “Animate: Bible” from Sparkhouse. This exciting
curriculum explores questions about what the Bible is and where it comes
from through the voices of a variety of Christian leaders including Nadia BolzWebber, Bishop Will Willimon, and Rachel Held Evans. Check the bulletin for
more information including location.

Greeters, January

Upcoming Tidings deadlines

Narthex

Welcome Center

East Main

Jan 13

Karen Kohne

Bob and Heidi Dee

Michael Munie

Jan 20

Phyllis Ellett

Ron and Kathy Hahn

Skip and Nancy Uhl

Tom and Jane Peters

Jack and Carolyn Burke

(10:00 am):

Jan 21
Feb. 11, 25

Jan 27
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UMW Christmas Tea 2018

Stewardship Update

A lovely Christmas Tea was held on December 16 to honor our
beautiful choirs and talented musicians. Once again, we were
blessed to have the Ramos family perform during our service.

As we begin 2019, we thank you for your generous
support to Union UMC in 2018. We had some
challenges during the year and you can see an end
-of-year financial report in another part of the
Tidings. In 2018, 154 families pledged to pay
$527,065, which equated to 69.1 percent of our
total budget.
Of that amount, $511,699 was
contributed by those who pledged. Those same
members gave an additional $34,180 above and
beyond their pledges. Due to deaths, illness and
moves, $11,510 of the pledged amount was not
received. An additional $11,126 was not received
from members who, for whatever reason, were
unable to complete their pledges. The additional
amount minus the non-payment amounts results in
a net amount of $523,243, which is 99.27 percent
of the pledged amount. In addition, other members
who did not pledge in 2018 donated $118,627.
This gives a total of $641,870, which is 84 percent
of our total budget. There are other sources of
income that are reflected in the financial report that
results in our final amount received.

Many thanks to those who donated cookies, helped set-up and
serve at the tea. Our thanks to Ron and Bobby for all of their
help.
Julie Altman and Janet Stephens, co-chairs

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Happy New Year!
Looking forward to another year with all of you
wonderful devoted, hardworking ladies.
Upcoming dates to put on your new calendars.
January 27 - Bake Sale (Miriam Circle)
February 8 - Four Fountains - Deborah Circle
February 13 - Executive and General Meeting
Program: Prayer and Self Denial
Hostess: Miriam Circle
February 24 - Bake Sale (Ruth Circle)
My thought:
Happiness is a perfume you cannot pour on others without
getting a few drops on yourself.
Barb Cleland
Lydia Circle will meet Monday, January 14 at 6:30 PM in Room
217 at Union. We will review the planning sheet for the year
and fill out our donation cards. New faces are always welcome!
Julee Baysinger
The altar flower calendar for 2019 is now available
by the Welcome Desk. Sign up for as many
Sundays as you wish.
Flowers are $15.00 each.

Blood Drive, Wednesday, January 23 from 3:00—
6:00 pm in the Krause Room. To schedule an
appointment, call the Blood Center at 866 448-3253
or online at www.bloodcenterimpact.org. Use group
sponsor code 10597 to schedule online. Please
come out and save a life.

For 2019, 145 families have pledged $517,699,
which is 67.23 percent of our budget. Historically,
based on over 30 years of data, our church has
done well if we receive 72-75 percent of the budget
in our pledges. Based on the information we
currently have, 2019 will be a challenging year
financially. The difference between 67.23 percent
and 72 percent is almost $37,000. Using the upper
limit of our historic basis leaves us almost $60,000
short. Our Finance Committee has made a strong
push to be transparent about our finances, so this
is a first shot at that transparency for 2019. There
will be lots of critical discussions this year. We can
do it with God’s guidance and direction.
Journey Church has made some significant
changes between 2018 and 2019 that are
welcomed. In 2018, Journey families only pledged
34.73 percent of their budget and there were some
very challenging months, especially toward the end
of the year. In 2019, 75.78 percent of the budget
has been pledged. That is a significant increase of
support. There was a major reduction in the
budget between 2018 and 2019, but the number of
pledges and percent of budget covered are
significant. We thank the Journey families who
have had many meetings and discussions that
have led to an increased emphasis on Godly
giving.
Last, but not least, a very special thanks to Mark
Tiemann for his years of faithful leadership of the
Finance Committee. He has pushed the committee
to be more transparent with our members about
our financial status. We will continue that in the
future. We welcome Keith Dintelmann as the new
Chair of Finance and look forward to the same
strong leadership. Feel free to contact Keith,
Pastor Harvey or me with any financial questions
you may have.
Dick Frette
Treasurer
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THANK YOU TO ANGEL BREAKFAST HELPERS

We had sixteen children and thirteen adults who were guests at
the "Breakfast with the Angels.” The children’s craft was a
nativity scene that they created out of old Christmas cards.
We had cooks, servers, crafters, singers and a storyteller who
helped to kick off the advent season with a meaningful morning.
Thank you to the those who donated their time on Friday and
Saturday: Donna Shock, Nicola Peters, Dick Frette, Jolene
Wallis, Sheri Hill, Tom Wade, Dan Nollman, Don DeJarnett, Joe
Milton, Billy and Julee Baysinger, Gail Piersol, Jerry Sauerwein,
Kathy Underwood, Ron Hahn, Mike Callaghan, Karl and Jordyn
Walz, Jim Maule and Bobbie. If I missed anyone please accept
my apologies. In Christ's Service,

Reminder for Electronic Givers
Did you change the amount of your 2019 pledge from your 2018 pledge?
If not, please remember to make that change on
Union UMC’s “Online Giving” page. The church office does not have the
authority to make the change for you.
Thank you for using Union UMC’s Electronic Giving program!
Financial Update
as of December 31, 2018
Budget

UUMC Income
Other Income
Total Income
Expenses

$764,536
$159,131
$923,667
$923,667

Received/Spent

$663,682
$167,609
$831,291
$831,333

Percent

86.8
105.33
90.0
90.0

Above/(Below) Budget

($100,854)
$ 8,478
($ 92,376)
$ 92,334

Finances in 2018 improved over 2017. We received 90 percent of our budgeted income and spent 90 percent of our
budgeted expenses. Although there were some challenges during the year, we paid our apportionments, added
$15,000 to our building maintenance fund and repaid our internal debt. Slightly more than 20 percent of our members
continue to do online payments, which helped during the summer when families were on vacation. Thank you for your
faithful giving in 2018.
For any questions about our finances, you can contact me, Keith Dintelmann, Chairperson of the Finance Committee,
or Pastor Harvey at any time. For individual questions about your pledge, contributions or other specific details,
contact Bunny VonBokel, our Comptroller.
Dick Frette
Treasurer
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Camelot on East Main Street
At the dedication of Union’s Education Wing in January 1960,
William Walton’s pastel of Susanna Wesley teaching John Wesley to
read was hanging above the Kronthal mantelpiece in the new church
parlor, the Hammill Room. Interior designer Vi Mueller had selected
it for the new facility. It was the only original artwork she installed in
the church. Its artist was a confidant of John F. Kennedy.
William Walton was born in Jacksonville, Illinois, about 1910. He
began his reporting career at his father’s newspaper in Jacksonville
before moving to the east coast. While a reporter for Time-Life
during World War II, he parachuted onto Normandy Beach during the
D-Day invasion to provide first-hand news coverage. During the war
he began a friendship with author Ernest Hemingway that lasted until
Hemingway’s death.
In 1949 Walton gave up journalism to become a full-time artist.
While living in the Georgetown section of Washington, D.C., he
became friends with his neighbor, Senator Kennedy, who valued his
political acumen. Walton ran Kennedy’s campaigns in several states
during the presidential primaries and general election of 1960. He
viewed the coverage of election-night returns of the general election
with the Kennedys. The Kennedy administration became associated
with “Camelot,” a popular musical of the time. After Kennedy’s
election as president, Walton was an escort for Jacqueline Kennedy
at social functions and advised her on the redecorating of the White
House. In 1963 President Kennedy selected Walton to be chairman
of the Fine Arts Commission with oversight responsibilities for public
monuments and new construction on federal land in Washington,
D.C. In this capacity he promoted preservation and blocked
demolition of historic buildings. Walton resigned in 1971 to return
full-time to painting and died in 1994.

Walton’s painting of the Wesleys went into storage in 2013 when the Hammill Room was dismantled as part of a
church renovation. In 2017 the painting was rehung in the new Abundant Life Room, where it rejoins much of the
artwork that Vi Muller had placed in the Hammill Room in 1960.
Tradition holds that Susanna Wesley taught her son John the alphabet on his fifth birthday. The painting signifies the
prominence of Susanna in the personal and spiritual development of John Wesley.

Bob Brunkow

Dr. Joe Scheets
Fresh-Brewed Daily
January 2, 2019

When a 4 Year Old Prays
Had the opportunity recently to be with a
four year old who prayed. First came a
heartfelt list of “Thank you, God for”
people and situations.
There’s a lesson right there for you and
me, but that’s not what had me whip out
a pen and scribble down the exact words.
It was the conclusion: “And help us all to
have fun and be nice.”
Amen.

After God created 24 hours of alternating darkness and light,
one of the angels asked Him, “What are you going to do
now?”
God said, “I think I’m going to call it a day.”
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MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade)

Moms with young children: it is hard to find time for yourself. If you
have children ages 0 - grade 5, we have created that time for you!

2018 – 2019 MEETING SCHEDULE
2nd Wednesday of the Month
(September – May)
5:15 - 7:45 pm
December 12 – Yoga/Relaxation
January 9 – Movie Night/Popcorn Bar
February 13 – Married Person Panel
March 13 – Spring Spa Night
April 10 – Teacher Gifts
May 3 – Children’s Ministry Floor Project
Friday Night 5:30-9:00 pm; childcare at church
available and dinner will be provided for the children.

MOMSConnect Fun
At our December meeting,
the moms relaxed with yoga
and essential oils, while the
kids had fun painting a cross
creation!

REINDEER GAMES
IN JUNIOR CHURCH!
We finished our season of
Advent Bible lessons with
making a nativity craft and
playing games. We start our
Hands-on Faith series this
month. “Faith is being sure
of what we hope for. It is
being sure of what we do not
see.” Hebrews 11:1

MOMSConnect can RSVP on Facebook at MOMSConnect
at Union for the monthly meetings. Please let us know if
you are coming and how many children will be coming.

COURAGEOUS MOMS
We are offering a new pregnancy and postpartum video
bundle for expecting and new moms—Courageous Moms
by Angie Tolpin. Angie’s mission with this Christian bundle
is to motivate your spiritual growth while going through the
season of pregnancy, labor and postpartum. We offer this
wonderful bundle to our church families. If interested,
please contact Monica Ticknor
at ticknorfamily@yahoo.com or Donna Shock
at donna@unionumc.org.
Kids on the Go - (1st - 4th Grade)

On Friday, February 22 - Saturday, February 23, we are
having our lock-in from 7:30 p.m. – 9:00
a.m. We will be watching movies,
playing games, making crafts and just
having fun! There will be snacks
provided and a light breakfast Saturday
morning. Please eat dinner before
coming.
Please RSVP by Sunday, February 17 at 618-719-7315
or email me at donna@unionumc.org.

The Forum Class will consider the Johannine
tradition during the month of January. Bill
Morey will lead the class discussion on The Gospel and
the Epistles of John and the Apocalypse all attributed by
tradition to the blessed disciple.

Conference News
Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund has
announced the hiring of two new Regional Assistants.
The Rev. Bob Edwards will serve in the southern part
of the conference while Rev. Sharon Monroe will serve
in the northern section.
Bob Edwards (Linda) served 38 years in the former
Southern Illinois Conference including serving as the
Superintendent in the former Vandalia District.
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JOURNEY UMC
DR. JOE SCHEETS
900 NORTH STATE STREET
FREEBURG, IL 62243
618-710-0224
WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG

December was a bittersweet month for us.

Continuing the Journey
What’s Happening in Freeburg

We were of course observing Advent and anticipating Christmas. One Sunday our kids put on a play called Super
Christmas – it was fantastic! But the same weekend we lost part of our Journey team when Dave Thurston passed away
after a valiant fight with blood cancers. We held a celebration of his life at Journey on January 5 th with family, friends,
and Air Force colleagues. The season being at an end, all the Christmas decorations have been put away.
Now what?

Some people set resolutions, but I don’t typically do that. I look at every day, every week, and every month as fresh
starts. Some people pick a word for the year. I don’t want to adopt someone else’s idea. I want it to be mine. But
there is something about a new year that causes me to ponder what I did well and what I would like to do better. The
only way I know to do that is to spend time with God – maybe even extra scheduled time – to see what he has to say to
me.
How about you?
I leave us with the Wesleyan Covenant Prayer – a contemporary version:

I am no longer my own, but yours.
Put me to what you will, place me with whom you will.
Put me to doing, put me to suffering.
Let me be put to work for you or set aside for you,
Praised for you or criticized for you.
Let me be full, let me be empty.
Let me have all things, let me have nothing.
I freely and fully surrender all things to your glory and service.
And now, O wonderful and holy God
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer,
You are mine, and I am yours.
So be it.
And the covenant which I have made on earth
Let it also be made in heaven. Amen.

“Cathy O.”
Interim Praise Band Leader

Every Week
Sunday, 9:30 am

Worship

6 pm Junior High at Union

6 pm Senior High at Journey (January 12 they will meet for pizza & chat)

Join us for coffee and
fellowship
in McKinley Hall following
9:00 am worship.
Sunday, December 16, Evangelism
went Christmas caroling to St Paul’s
and The Atrium as well as shut-ins.
Thank you to everyone who joined us.
It was a lot of fun and great
fellowship afterwards.

Valerie Morgan
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Lord,
Sometimes when I look
At my life
It seems like a homespun
Patch-work quilt . . .
Quaint, but not quite “together”!
There are bits and pieces of
Cloths and colors,
Scraps of material,
The days of my life . . .

"I will sing of thy steadfast love, O Lord, forever;
with my mouth I will proclaim thy faithfulness to
all generations.
For thy steadfast love was established forever, thy
faithfulness is firm as the heavens."
Psalm 89:1-2

When you began to put together
The days of my life
You must have known
Where each piece would go . . .
You’ve told me that I am
Fearfully and wonderfully
Made . . .
And I believe you, Lord,
I do!
I may not be a velvet
tapestry,
But even crazy-quilts
Have purpose,
To give warmth and
Cozy comfort and
Color to a room!
Whatever I am, Lord,
You made me . .
Lovingly,
Carefully,
Reverently,
And exactly right!

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem - "Infinite Light"
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Being Bold", Ephesians 3:1-12
11 am - "Crosswalk"

SUNDAY, JANUARY 20
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem- "Here I Am"- Schutte/Young
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Here I Am!", 1 Samuel 3:1-20
11 am - "Crosswalk"
Joy Morgan Davis

Be that one. That one who forgives when deep offense has been committed. That one who loves when no one else does.
That one who gives kindness to those who are mean. Be that one who looks past the insult, instead seeing the pain that
motivated it. That one who shines light upon those who sit in utter darkness. Because the impact of being that one runs
far and wide. It brings healing to the wounded, joy to the sad, and hope to those in despair. Be that one.

Sheri Eckert

