
   

Sometimes you can be in the world and yet feel completely alone. It 
happens to all of us. It is that feeling that you are making your way 
disconnected from others. It can be because of bad health or bad 
health reports; loss of a loved one; loss of a job… you name it, you feel 
alone.  
 
Saint Patrick was a fifth-century Romano-British Christian missionary 
and Bishop in Ireland. Known as the "Apostle of Ireland," he is the 
primary patron saint of Ireland. If you wear green on St. Patrick’s Day, 
it’s because of this guy. Saint Patrick's Day is observed on 17 March, 
the supposed date of his death. It is celebrated inside and outside 
Ireland as a religious and cultural holiday. In the dioceses of Ireland, it 

is both a solemnity and a holy day of obligation; in addition, it is a celebration of Ireland itself. 

One of my favorite prayers that has to do with loneliness is one of the prayers attributed to 
St. Patrick and it goes like this:  

 
“Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in me, 
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ on my right, 
Christ on my left, Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit down, 
Christ when I arise, Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me, 
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me, Christ in every eye that sees me, 
Christ in every ear that hears me.” 

 
Isaiah 41:10 says, “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 
 
It is to know Jesus, be known by Jesus and be completely surrounded by His love. To know 
that love and to feel that peace is something St Patrick longed for, and his prayer has 
reverberated throughout generations who all desperately want to know the same thing. 
 
This is a great prayer for any occasion, but it really resonates with me when I am going 
through “stuff” and I need to remind myself that I am not alone--that God goes with me 
throughout all of life. The all-encompassing and ever inclusive love of God is ever present in 
our lives if we let God in and we allow God to surround us and hem us in.  
 
My hope is that you know this God for yourself and allow Him to hold you in the palm of His 
hand this day and your days ahead.         
              

  Harvey 
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Music Tidings 

Every Tuesday, 9:30 am 

Prayers and Perspiration 

McKinley Hall 

 

 

Second Wednesday 10:30 am 

United Methodist Women 

McKinley Center 

(no meetings January, June, 

July, and November) 

 

 

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm 

United Methodist Men 

Krause Room  

 

 

Every Thursday 9:00 am  

Krause Room 

 

 

Junior Church 

 (Kindergarten – 4th Grade) 

Junior Church is held during 

the 9:00 am worship service 

 

 

Each Wednesday 

Horticulture 

 8:00 am, Coffee 

Grimm and Gorly 

324 E. Main, Belleville 

9:00 am, Church 

Union United Methodist Church                                              January 24, 2019 

Tidings 

Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast 

The Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast will be held Wednesday, February 20, 2019, 7:30 a.m. at 
the Scottish Rite at 1549 Frank Scott Parkway West.  Cost is $20 per person.  All are 
invited, but reservations are required.  If interested, send a check to the church office paid 
to Union UMC no later than Friday, February 8. If you have questions, contact Dick Frette 
at dick@unionumc.org. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romano-British_culture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archbishop_of_Armagh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaelic_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patron_saint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Patrick%27s_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solemnity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_day_of_obligation
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Tidings 
 Union United Methodist Church 

721 East Main Street  
Belleville, Illinois 62220                                               

618-233-6375  
  

Thel Lemons, Editor     
chefthel@aol.com 

 
Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither 

The Tidings is published bi-monthly. 
The copy deadline is generally on the 

second and fourth Mondays, 10:00 am. 
 

Contributors may attach copy to email 
or place it in the editor’s mailbox in the 

church office.  

Upcoming Tidings deadlines 

(10:00 am):    

Feb. 11, 25 

March 11, 25 

THE SECOND MONDAY 

BREAKFAST GROUP 

 
Feb 11     

 
Denny’s 

1130 S Illinois St., Belleville 
 

We need your reservations, so please 

call Sheri, 233-6375 or  

e-mail her at sheri@unionumc.org   

2019 General Conference  
in St. Louis 

If you are interested in attending the 
2019 Special General Conference 
February 23-26 in St. Louis, you will 
need to pre-register to attend. 
Here is the link to register: 
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ereg/
index.php?eventid=378405& 
 
Deadline to sign up is January 31. If 
you sign up early, the cost is $7.00, 
which covers the cost of a Security ID 
badge. ($10.00, if you don’t pre-
register) 
  
We are working on daily 
transportation for those who are 
interested so watch for more 
information coming in the next 
Tidings and bulletin. 

Greeters, January-February        

  Narthex Welcome Center East Main 

Jan 27 Sandy Kuehn Thom and Jane Peter Jack and Carolyn Burke 

Feb 3 Jan Wiggs 
Jerry Sauerwein 

Kathy Underwood 
Mike Engel 

Feb 10 Nancy Weston Bob and Dorothy Inman Dennis and Kay Watt 

Feb 17 Cynthia Henkel Don and Connie Stein Dennis and Jeanne Poole 

Feb 24 Barb Cleland John and Linda Gray 
Marlene Frazer 

Sue Davis 

Scout Sunday/Pancake Breakfast:   Boy Scout Troop 53 will 
join us for Scout Sunday, February 17, 2019.   Immediately 
following the church service, please enjoy a pancake breakfast 
sponsored by the Methodist Men. Proceeds will assist in 
troops’ summer camping programs. 

New Adult Sunday School Class Starting 
 
Pastor Carrie started a new Sunday School Class on January 20th following 
the 9 am worship. For the first 7 weeks the class will explore the Bible using 
the DVD based “Animate: Bible” from Sparkhouse. This exciting curriculum 
explores questions about what the Bible is and where it comes from through 
the voices of a variety of Christian leaders including Nadia Bolz-Webber, 
Bishop Will Willimon, and Rachel Held Evans. Check the bulletin for more 
information including location. It is not too late to join the class! 

Every Christmas, the congregation of the Royse City First United Methodist 
Church donates its Christmas Eve offerings to charity. Last year, half of the 
donations went to a nonprofit and the other half to an elementary school down 
the street, to help cover the cost of school lunches for families that had fallen 
behind in payments. 
 
That was Christmas 2017. 
 
The following year, Pastor Chris Everson went to the church board to ask 
about taking the tradition a step further. "The question came up: What would it 
look like if we did this for the entire ISD?" Last fall, he asked the congregation 
to think about what they would spend on Thanksgiving and Christmas dinner 
and then set aside that amount to help other families in the community. By 
Christmas, the 200-member congregation donated more than $10,000. 
 
"If the church does not impact the community the church is in, then the church 
isn't doing its job," Everson said. "With us having the opportunity to make an 
impact, then we are doing what Christ has called us to do to -- serve the least 
of these."               — Facebook post 

No one says it better than a child! 
 
Angels don't eat, but they drink milk from Holy Cows!!!  - Jack, age 6 
 
Angels talk all the way while they're flying you up to heaven. The main subject 
is where you went wrong before you got dead. - Daniel, age 9  
 
My angel is my grandma who died last year. She got a big head start on 
helping me while she was still down here on earth. - Ashley, age 9  
 
Angels live in cloud houses made by God and his Son, who's a very good 
carpenter. - Jared, age 8 

mailto:sheri@UnionUMC.org
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=378405&
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=378405&
https://fumcroysecity.life/
https://fumcroysecity.life/
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 
Upcoming dates to put on your new 
calendars.  

January 27 - Bake Sale (Miriam Circle) 
February 8 - Four Fountains - Deborah 
Circle  
February 13 - Executive and General Meeting 
  Program: Prayer and Self Denial 
  Hostess: Miriam Circle  
February 24 - Bake Sale (Ruth Circle) 

 
 
If you have any questions about UMW meetings or a smaller 
circle group, contact Karen Milton at 618-971-5079. Karen 
is our Membership chairperson and can give you an idea of 
which circle may fit your needs best: 

 Deborah Circle meets on the 3rd Wednesday at 9:30 am 
at church 

 Elizabeth Circle meets on the 4th Tuesday at 1:00 pm at 
homes or church 

 Lydia Circle meets on the 3rd Monday at 6:30pm at 
church 

 Miriam Circle meets on the 4th Friday at 1:00 pm at 
church  

 Ruth Circle meets every Thursday at 9:00 am in the 
Krause room and quilts and stitches.  

The altar flower calendar for 2019 is now 
available by the Welcome Desk.  Sign up for as 

many Sundays as you wish.   
Flowers are $15.00 each. 

Join us for coffee and fellowship  

in McKinley Hall following 9:00 am worship. 

2018 UMW Mission Giving 
 

Thanks to the great support of our church and the 
commitment of Union UMW members, we had a very 
successful year and almost doubled our budget goals of 
mission giving. Union UMW paid $5935 for Pledge to 
Mission – exceeding our goal by $10. These are 
undesignated funds that are allocated by UMW Inc to 
support nearly 100 national missions in the US and, 
internationally,121 programs in more than 110 countries – 
all in support of women, children and youth.  
 

The well-attended Style Show and Luncheon in April 
allowed us to double our dedicated mission giving to many 
community agencies. In addition to the coats, hats, diapers, 
school supplies, and myriad other physical supplies Union 
collected for Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House, we 
dedicated $650 of our budget for their support. We donated 
$400 to the Belleville Violence Prevention Center; $400 to 
Franklin Neighborhood Community Association; $350 to 
Kinder Cottage Day Care in ESL; $800 to national UMW 
mission institutions such as Red Bird Missions in AZ and 
Henderson Settlement in Frakes KY; $300 towards Union 
Youth mission trips in addition to supporting the Touch of 
Class fundraiser; $400 for Kids for Christ/Feed the Lambs; 
$400 for Marion Medical Missions, which funds water wells 
in Africa. There were other missions we supported through 
out the year.  
 

Our Cultivation and Member Development budget was a 
little higher this year (17% vs 12%) since the UMW 2018 
quadrennial assembly met in Columbus, OH in May. We 
supported two members who attended the assembly and 
shared the numerous learning opportunities with us at our 
October meeting.  
 

The purpose of UMW is threefold: a community of women 
who desire to (1) know God; (2) develop a creative and 
supportive fellowship; and (3) expand concept of mission 
through participation in the global ministries of the church.  
If any of these statements appeal to you, consider attending 
our meetings or a circle group.  
 

Union UMW strives to support our church and community. 
Thank you for supporting our efforts through your prayers, 
support and participation.  

Congratulations to Matt Hill! He just  received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Intelligence Studies from 
American Military University.  We are very proud of his 
accomplishment.  —Sheri and Wally Hill 

Former Pastor Ed Weston 
will be sharing some 
"creative ways to give" 

during the coffee hour on Sunday Feb. 17, 10:15 - 
11:00.   He will lead the informal gathering at the east end 
of McKinley Hall.   After Ed retired from Union, he became 
the Director of Development for Preachers' Aid Society 
and  Benefit Fund.  He will share during the 9 am service 
about that ministry. 
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MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade) 
Moms with young children: it is hard to find time for yourself.  If you 
have children ages 0 - grade 5, we have created that time for you!   

 

2018 – 2019 MEETING SCHEDULE 

2
nd 

Wednesday of the Month 

(September – May) 

5:15 - 7:45 pm 

  

December 12 – Yoga/Relaxation 

January 9 – Movie Night/Popcorn Bar 

February 13 – Married Person Panel 

March 13 – Spring Spa Night 

April 10 – Teacher Gifts 

May 3 – Children’s Ministry Floor Project                                     

 Friday Night 5:30-9:00 pm; childcare at church 

available and dinner will be provided for the children. 

 

MOMSConnect can RSVP on Facebook at MOMSConnect 
at Union for the monthly meetings.  Please let us know if 
you are coming and how many children will be coming. 

Kids on the Go - (1st - 4th Grade)  
 

On Friday, February 22 - Saturday, 
February 23, we are having our lock
-in from 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 a.m.  We 
will be watching movies, playing 
games, making crafts and just 
having fun!  There will be snacks 
provided and a light breakfast 
Saturday morning.  Please eat 

dinner before coming.   

COURAGEOUS MOMS  

We are offering a new pregnancy and postpartum video 

bundle for expecting and new moms—Courageous Moms 

by Angie Tolpin. Angie’s mission with this Christian bundle 

is to motivate your spiritual growth while going through the 

season of pregnancy, labor and postpartum. We offer this 

wonderful bundle to our church families. If interested, 

please contact Monica Ticknor 

at ticknorfamily@yahoo.com or Donna Shock 

at donna@unionumc.org.  

February 3 is the next Sunday SCRIP order with gift cards 
being delivered on February 10. 
 
We have a new order form!   Here are a few highlights: 
 
+ Marcus Theatres $25.00 
+ DSW (Designer Shoe Warehouse) $25.00 
+ Ruth’s Chris Steak House $50.00 
+ Wayfair $100.00 
+ Total Wine & More $25.00 
+ Noodles & Company $10.00 
+ Cabela’s $25.00 
 
All orders are collected (check or exact cash) between 
10:00-11:00 at the Welcome Desk.  Please 
visit shopwithscrip.com for a full list of retailers or email 
Amy Perez at perezfamily618@gmail.com with questions.  
 

Union MOMSConnect 

Building an Ark at MOMSConnect! 
 
At our January meeting, we did our Amazing Science 
experiment - Building an Ark. The kids had fun 
building an ark out of aluminum foil and floating the 
boat in water. The kids experienced the effects of 
flotation and surface tension as we discussed the 
importance of exactly following God's word, just like 
Noah did. 

Ice Skating Fun 
 
On Sunday, January 6, KOTG, Junior and Senior High 
along with their families went ice skating.  It was great 
to have so many Union and Journey kids 
together!  Everyone had an awesome time. 
 
—pictures on page 5 

mailto:ticknorfamily@yahoo.com
mailto:donna@unionumc.org
http://shopwithscrip.com/
mailto:perezfamily618@gmail.com
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JOURNEY UMC  
DR. JOE SCHEETS 

900 NORTH STATE STREET  
FREEBURG, IL 62243  

Continuing the Journey 
What’s Happening in Freeburg 

 
We were unable to have worship at Journey on Sunday due to ice on the parking lot.  The Obernuefemann family took 
the rare chance to stay home on a Sunday morning and watch TV preachers from next to our fireplace. 
 
There was an emerging theme for me about the words we use.  One of the scriptures was this: 
 

The whole community was in an uproar, wailing all night long. All the People of Israel grumbled against Moses 
and Aaron. The entire community was in on it: “Why didn’t we die in Egypt? Or in this wilderness? Why 
has God brought us to this country to kill us? Our wives and children are about to become plunder. Why don’t 
we just head back to Egypt? And right now!” 
 
God spoke to Moses and Aaron: “How long is this going to go on, all this grumbling against me by this evil-
infested community? I’ve had my fill of complaints from these grumbling Israelites. Tell them, As I live—God’s 
decree—here’s what I’m going to do: Your corpses are going to litter the wilderness—every one of you twenty 
years and older who was counted in the census, this whole generation of grumblers and grousers. Not one of 
you will enter the land and make your home there, the firmly and solemnly promised land, except for Caleb son 
of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun. 
 
So it happened that the men Moses sent to scout out the land returned to circulate false rumors about the land 
causing the entire community to grumble against Moses—all these men died. Having spread false rumors of 
the land, they died in a plague, confronted by God. Only Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh were 
left alive of the men who went to scout out the land.  (Numbers 14: 1-38, selected) 

 
And here is another: “Words kill, words give life; they’re either poison or fruit—you choose.”  (Proverbs 18:21) 
 
How am I using words in my life?  I will be praying about these. 

 
 “Cathy O.” 

Interim Praise Band Leader 
Every Week 

Sunday, 9:30 am  Worship  
6 pm      Junior High at Union 
6 pm      Senior High at Journey  
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MUSIC TIDINGS  

 
"I will sing of thy steadfast love, O Lord, forever; 

with my mouth I will proclaim thy 
faithfulness to all generations. For thy steadfast love 

was established forever, 
thy faithfulness is firm as the heavens." 

Psalm 89:1-2 
 
 

 

 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 27 

 
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem - "Lead Me lord"- arr. Leavitt  

 
Rev. Gaither's sermon:  "Being Like Everyone Else,"  

1 Corinthians 7:23-24 
 

Jubilations hand bells will ring: "Be Still My Soul"- Sibelius 
 

King's Kids and Joyful Noise will sing 
 
 

11 am - "Crosswalk" 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3 
 

9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem- "Celtic Communion" - Hayes 
with pennywhistle 

 
Rev. Gaither's sermon:  "God's Kingdom," Mark 1:29-39 

 
Communion 

 
 

11 am - "Crosswalk" 
 

CHOIRS AT UNION 

Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord — 
Join a Choir! 

 
SANCTUARY CHOIR rehearses Wednesdays at 
7:30 pm and sings at 9 am   
 
CROSSWALK rehearses Sundays after 11 am 
service in Chapel 
 
HANDBELL CHOIRS rehearse Thursdays; 
Ringing Brass at 6 pm, Jubilation at 7 pm 
 
KING’S KIDS (ages 3-6) rehearses from 10:10 
am to 10:30 on Sundays   
 
JOYFUL NOISE (1st - 6th grade) rehearses from 
11:15 am to noon on Sundays   


