“Developing Followers of Jesus Christ to Serve the World”

Tidings
Union United Methodist Church

February 14, 2019

Well it’s time to tackle a subject that gets lots of attention but doesn’t
have an easy answer. I was recently reading an article called, “The
Church Model Doesn’t Matter (As Long As You Stick With It)” by Brian
Jones. He says in that article something that really caught my attention.
He wrote:
“The church you serve can be effective with virtually any
model of ministry as long as it uniquely fits who YOU are as
the lead servant of your church and connects with your
community.”
It reminds me of a conversation I was a part of a few years back when I
was in the same room as the church guru Bill Easum. Bill was all the rage a few years back
(google him to see more). Bill said with a completely straight face (I am paraphrasing now),
“I don’t call on people in my church. That’s not what I am called to be. I am called to lead
leaders.” I guess if that worked for him in his setting; then so be it. Not my thing, but ok.
The point is, we look around and we wonder what it is we need to do to grow as a church.
Union is a loving, vibrant church that welcomes the stranger, feeds the poor, helps the
sick…. You name it, I think this church does it well. We have great worship services. We
have wonderful Sunday School teachers. We have great leadership, people who care and
that are passionate for Christ.
THAT is our “model.” We should Do THAT. We need to be who God created US to be.
Unashamedly. Consistently. And with laser-like persistence and execution. And watch what
happens. Love to hear your take on this at harvey@unionumc.org.
Bless you and bless this church!

Harvey
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Second Wednesday 10:30 am
United Methodist Women
McKinley Center
(no meetings January, June,
July, and November)

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm
United Methodist Men
Krause Room

General Conference Call to Prayer
The United Methodist Church will be holding an historic conference at the end of this month
(Feb. 23-26) to be held right across the river in St. Louis. This conference will be one full of
controversy, anguish and will need lots of prayer. Therefore, we will be opening our chapel
during the following times so that you can come in to pray specifically for the conference:
Feb. 23 - 9 am - noon
Feb. 25 - 9 am - noon
Feb. 26 - 9 am - noon
For your use there will be suggestions of things to pray for at the back of the chapel. On
February 24, at both services, we will be specifically taking time during worship to pray for
the conference.
Please consider taking a few moments during these times to come to the chapel to pray or to
pray at home. Let us keep our delegate, our Bishops and our church (the UMC) in our
prayers.

Every Thursday 9:00 am

Krause Room

Junior Church
(Kindergarten – 4th Grade)
Junior Church is held during
the 9:00 am worship service

Each Wednesday
Horticulture
8:00 am, Coffee
Grimm and Gorly
324 E. Main, Belleville
9:00 am, Church
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Thank you for all the plastic caps/
lids that are being collected. We
have been passing along numerous
bags to each of the following 3 local
groups for the past several months:
Ellis School 3rd Grade classroom
bench project, O’Fallon EMS Dept.
for a bench in honor of Michelle
Heap, & Lebanon Neighbors
Helping Neighbors bench project for
McAllister Park. If you see or hear
of any other groups collecting for
plastic benches, please inform the
church office.
Join us for coffee and
fellowship
in McKinley Hall following
9:00 am worship.
THE SECOND MONDAY
BREAKFAST GROUP
March 11
West Main Café
1601 West Main Street, Belleville
We need your reservations, so please
call Sheri, 233-6375 or
e-mail her at sheri@unionumc.org

Tidings

Scout Sunday/Pancake Breakfast: Boy Scout Troop 53 will
join us for Scout Sunday, February 17, 2019. Immediately
following the church service, please enjoy a pancake breakfast
sponsored by the Methodist Men. Proceeds will assist in
troops’ summer camping programs.

A Lenten Study
Tuesdays at Two
This is for you if you've been tempted--- no, maybe that's too strong --- you've
been interested, maybe even intrigued, by them. But they seemed too
extreme for you.
This is for you if you've wanted a chance to study and experience a deeper
faith, or as an old song says, “just a closer walk with Thee, grant it, Jesus, if
you please.” But you're hesitant because you've met a few people who
seemed to pride themselves on being "odd for God."
This is for you if you're just curious about spiritual disciplines, and Lent seems
like a good time to find out more about this stuff. After all, "Historically, Lent
began as a period of fasting and preparation for baptism," says our
official United Methodist Book of Worship, "and then became a time for
penance by all Christians."
Now, in our era, it's become a time wrapped in renewal, "and that's a good
thing," says our Assistant Pastor, Dr. Joe Scheets.
He invites you to bring your Bible and join him and others on Tuesdays at
Two, in the Krause Room, March 12- April 16. Popular author John Ortberg
has written an excellent book on these things, and this will be an experiential
DVD study series based on his work.

Each lesson stands on its own, so you can come as your schedule permits.
No need to pre-register.
This is for you.

Union United Methodist Church
721 East Main Street
Belleville, Illinois 62220
618-233-6375

Thanks to everyone who donated at the blood drive. We
had a great turnout and collected 16 units. This was 6 units
more than our goal. Great job!

Thel Lemons, Editor
chefthel@aol.com

Evangelism Committee

Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither

The Tidings is published bi-monthly.
The copy deadline is generally on the
second and fourth Mondays, 10:00 am.
Contributors may attach copy to email
or place it in the editor’s mailbox in the
church office.

Upcoming Tidings deadlines
(10:00 am):

Feb 25
March 11, 25

Greeters, February-March
Narthex

Welcome Center

East Main

Feb 10

Nancy Weston

Bob & Dorothy Inman

Dennis & Kay Watt

Feb 17

Cheryl Lanke

Don & Connie Stein

Dennis & Jeanne Poole

Feb 24

Jolene Wallis

John & Linda Gray

Marlene Frazer
Sue Davis

Mar 3

Shirley
Whitecotton

Bill & Joan Juergens

Joe & Janet Lanius

Mar 10

Colleen Krause

Doug & Sharon Daum

Dan & Laura Nollman

Mar 17

Mary Beth Lee

Jerry & Margaret
Turner

Roger & Cindy Knox

Mar 24

Barb Cleland

Gary & Marvina Lee

Carl & Karen Buehler

Mar 31

Jenny Johnson

Jim & Thel Lemons

Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier

3
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
February 24 - Bake Sale (Ruth Circle)

Miriam Circle will meet Friday, February 22 at 1:00 pm.
After refreshments there will be an interesting
program.
We are excited to have Burt Wikgren, Bible historian,
with us. He will display several historical publications
including a Coverdale Bible, which was the first Bible
printed completely in English.
Hostesses will be Doris Wiemers, Bernadine Shaw,
Karen Kohne, and Lori Kenny. We invite you to join us
for this meaningful and enjoyable event.

MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade)

Moms with young children: it is hard to find time for yourself. If you
have children ages 0 - grade 5, we have created that time for you!

2018 – 2019 MEETING SCHEDULE
2nd Wednesday of the Month
(September – May)
5:15 - 7:45 pm
March 13 – Spring Spa Night
April 10 – Teacher Gifts
May 3 – Children’s Ministry Floor Project
Friday Night 5:30-9:00 pm; childcare at church
available and dinner will be provided for the children.
MOMSConnect can RSVP on Facebook at MOMSConnect
at Union for the monthly meetings. Please let us know if
you are coming and how many children will be coming.

March 3 is the next SCRIP order!
MOMSConnect is so blessed to have sold almost 700 gift
cards during the busy holidays months - Amazing! We
wanted to thank the congregation for all of your support.
Updated order forms can be found at the Welcome Desk,
church office, and on the church’s website under
MOMSConnect. All orders are collected (check or exact
cash) between 10:00-11:00 at the Welcome Desk. Gift
cards will be delivered on March 10. Please visit
shopwithscrip.com for a full list of retailers or email Amy
Perez at perezfamily618@gmail.com with questions.
Kids on the Go - (1st - 4th Grade)

On Friday, February 22 - Saturday,
February 23, we are having our lock-in
from 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 a.m. We will be
watching movies, playing games,
making crafts and just having fun! There
will be snacks provided and a light breakfast Saturday
morning. Please eat dinner before coming.

Former Pastor Ed
Weston will be sharing
some "creative ways
to give" during the
coffee hour on Sunday Feb. 17, 10:15 - 11:00. He will
lead the informal gathering at the east end of McKinley
Hall. After Ed retired from Union, he became the
Director of Development for Preachers' Aid Society
and Benefit Fund. He will share during the 9 am
service about that ministry.

Please RSVP by Sunday, February 17 at 618-719-7315 or
email me at donna@unionumc.org.

We want to thank our church family for the prayers, cards,
calls, delicious foods, grocery shopping, etc during my
recovery from the broken kneecap. All the many
kindnesses are appreciated very much. The knee is
improving and therapy is going well. Thank you all and
hope to see you soon in church. THE LORD IS GOOD!
Tom and Betty Sheeler
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JOURNEY UMC
DR. JOE SCHEETS
900 NORTH STATE STREET
FREEBURG, IL 62243
618-710-0224
WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG
Continuing the Journey
What’s Happening in Freeburg
“We were unable to have worship at Journey on Sunday due to ice on the parking lot.” My opening sentence from last
time applies again this time!
I have a new friend that I have wanted to spend time with, but it hasn’t worked out or she has turned me down. I was
feeling a little down about this until I really took time to think about it. Thank goodness I have read the book, The Five
Love Languages by Gary Chapman.
If you haven’t read it, I highly recommend it! The five love languages are:
Touch
Gifts
Time
Affirmation
Service
I learned years ago that my love language is quality time. In other words, if I love you, I really want to spend time with
you, and your time is the best way to express your love to me. My friend doesn’t spend time with me, but she often
gives me gifts. Aha!
I realized in thinking about it that my friend is loving me in her own way – likely her own love language. It’s not that she
doesn’t love me, but she is doing what works and makes sense for her. Through this realization, I can appreciate what
she does do for me and not feel slighted that she doesn’t spend time with me.
Understanding the five love languages has helped me in other relationships as well. I challenge you to check it out –
it’s quite possible that it will help you, too.
“Cathy O.”
Interim Praise Band Leader
Every Week
Sunday, 9:30 am
6 pm
6 pm

What Valentine Can I Give Him?
What can I give to Jesus
On this special Valentine's Day?
How can I tell Him I'll love Him,
And follow Him, come what may?
How can I show I need Him?
Should I send a red heart, with lace?
How can I thank Him enough
For his sacrifice, love and grace?
What Valentine can I give Him,
My adoration to impart?
I'll give to Him what He wants most;
I'll yield to Him my heart.
By Joanna Fuchs

Worship
Junior High at Union
Senior High at Journey

Mercy gives the prodigal son a
second chance, but grace
throws him a party. Mercy
prompts the Samaritan to
bind up the wounds of the
victim on the side of the road,
but grace leaves his credit
card with the local hostel.
Mercy forgives a thief on the
cross, but grace escorts him
to paradise. Mercy pardons us,
but grace woos and
transforms us.
—the Rev. Dr. Martyn Atkins (Methodist
Central Hall, Westminster)
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The Belleville Philharmonic
Orchestra presents concert:
"Winter Dreams"
Saturday, February 23
7:30 pm
The concert will feature piano concertos by
Beethoven and Rachmaninoff as well as tunes
from "Sophisticated Lady" by Duke Ellington and
"My Fair Lady" by Frederick Loewe.
Tickets are available at the door. Adults: $18;
Seniors and Military: $15; and children: $5.

MUSIC TIDINGS
"O sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the earth!
Sing to the Lord, bless his name;
tell of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvelous works among all the peoples!
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised.

Psalm 96: 1-4

A reception will follow the concert.
Part of the Union United Methodist Fine Arts Series

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem "In Christ There is No East or West" - spiritual/Wood
Rev. Carrie Carnes preaching: "Them, too?", Luke 4:21-30
King's Kids will sing

11 am - "Crosswalk"
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem - "Create in Me a Clean Heart"arr. Christiansen
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Tradition!", Mark 7:1-23
Joyful Noise will sing
11 am - "Crosswalk"

