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Mercy is defined as: “compassion or forgiveness shown toward
someone whom it is within one's power to punish or harm.” The idea of
mercy came up the other day during the Monday Bible Study.
Therefore, it got me thinking about the idea of mercy. Let’s go back to
that definition again. There is a notion of compassion and forgiveness,
something we can relate to, right? But, what about the second part,
“show toward someone whom it is within one’s power to punish or
harm.”
The second part of the definition is usually the part that hangs most
people up. (including myself!). Why should we be merciful to others
who might have harmed us when we are afforded the opportunity to
exact revenge? Why doesn’t God “get back” at others?
Jesus tells us in Luke 6: “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” Jesus reminds us that
we are merciful because God is merciful. Jesus reminds us that we are in need of mercy
ourselves before we can extend mercy to others. And Jesus reminds us that we first
received mercy from God; we didn’t deserve God’s forgiveness and mercy and love, but we
obtained it through the cross, so therefore we are compelled to be forgiving, merciful and
loving.
Jesus shows us the face of God’s mercy in the story of the prodigal son. The son could have
received wrath from the father as he turned his back on everything that this father had given
him. Instead, the father (like God) poured out his blessing on the son, even though any other
response would have been acceptable in the eyes of everyone around them.
Mercy is compassion that forbears punishment even when justice demands it.
Mercy and grace are similar but not the same. Putting it simply (maybe you have heard this
said before), grace is getting what we don’t deserve, and mercy is not getting what we do
deserve. In the parable, the son doesn’t get the rejection he deserves. In Christ, neither do
we.
We are saved by grace. That is the agent that makes salvation available. Grace is that
aspect of the love of God that gives us what we do not deserve, while mercy is the aspect of
God’s love which keeps us from getting what we do deserve.

So, soak in God’s grace and mercy and then practice it in your own life.

Harvey
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Every Tuesday, 9:30 am
Prayers and Perspiration
McKinley Hall
Second Wednesday 10:30
am
United Methodist Women
McKinley Center
(no meetings January,
June, July, and November)
Third Wednesday 5:30 pm
United Methodist Men
Krause Room
Every Thursday 9:00 am

Lenten Worship Series

Krause Room

Here’s the Lenten sermon series for our weekly Wednesday night services at 6:30 pm in the
Sanctuary. The service will follow our weekly Lenten dinners at 5:15 in McKinley Hall each
Wednesday night. Here is the list for the theme, “I Am” Sayings of Jesus:

Junior Church
(Kindergarten – 4th Grade)
Junior Church is held during
the 9:00 am worship service

4/3 - Speaker, Bob Edwards; scripture, John 15:1; the sermon, “I Am the True Vine”
4/10 - Speaker, Roger Knox; scripture, John 10:11; the sermon, “I Am the Good Shepherd”
Please join us each Wednesday in Lent as we prepare ourselves for the cross and empty
tomb!

Each Wednesday
Horticulture
8:00 am, Coffee
Grimm and Gorly
324 E. Main, Belleville
9:00 am, Church
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First Time Visitor, March-April

EASTER LILIES
will be used to
decorate our church.
The order forms are
available at the
Welcome Desk and
the Chapel. Each
plant costs $12.00.
You can purchase a
lily in honor or memory of a
loved one. Form and payment
are due in the office by Monday,
April 8, 2019.

THE SECOND
MONDAY
BREAKFAST GROUP
April 8
Eckerts Restaurant,
901 S Greenmount Rd., Belleville
We need your reservations, so please
call Sheri, 233-6375 or
e-mail her at sheri@unionumc.org

Tidings
Union United Methodist Church
721 East Main Street
Belleville, Illinois 62220
618-233-6375
Thel Lemons, Editor
chefthel@aol.com
Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither

The Tidings is published bi-monthly.
The copy deadline is generally on the
second and fourth Mondays, 10:00 am.

Primary Team
March 31
April 7
April 14
April 21
April 28

Alternate Team

Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol
Don & Connie Stein
Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier
John & Linda Gray
Dick Frette & Jerry Sauerwein

Kent & Susan McVety
Dan & Laura Nollman
Marlene Frazer & Sue Davis
Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol
Don & Connie Stein

Lenten Sermon Series – “Giving Up For Lent”
March 31April 7April 14(Palm Sunday)
April 21(Easter Sunday)

Matthew 5:43-48
John 11:17-27

“Giving Up Our Enemies”
“Giving Up Our Lives”

Matthew 21:1-11

“Giving Up Our Popularity”

John 20:1-18

“Give Up On Death”

EASTER TEA
In honor of Union United Methodist choirs the United
Methodist Women will host the Easter Tea on Sunday, April
14th in McKinley Hall. I am requesting donations of 3 dozen
homemade cookies for the tea. Please have your cookies
for this event at church on Saturday, April 13th, during the
set up time of 9-11 am or by 8:30 am on April 14th. This event is enjoyed by
all and is a great fellowship time.
In addition, the United Methodist Women collect packaged cookies and
powdered drink mix for the Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House. Please
bring 3 dozen package cookies and powder drink mix which will be delivered to
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House.
Thank you in advance for your time and donations of cookies. In God's Love,
Nancy Weston

Church Anniversary
In 2020, next year, Union UMC will be turning 70 years old! The
plan is to have a celebration for this event. We are looking for
volunteers who would to help with the planning of the event. If you
are interested or want to know more, please contact Pastor Harvey
today at harvey@unionumc.org.
Thank you!

Greeters, March-April
Contributors may attach copy to email
or place it in the editor’s mailbox in the
church office.

Narthex

Welcome Center

East Main

Mar 31

Barb Cleland

Jim & Thel Lemons

Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier

Upcoming Tidings deadlines

April 7

Sheri Hill

Edith Robinson
Mary Duncan

John & Deanna Graham

(10:00 am):

April 14

Magan Harms

Dan & Debbie
Rosendohl

Charles & Sophia Treser

April 8, 22

April 21

Doris Wiemers

Ed & Mary Suddarth

Bob Dintelmann
Michael Munie

May 6, 20

April 28

Susan McVety

Geoffrey & Pam Taylor

Doug & Sharon Dahm
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JOURNEY UMC
DR. JOE SCHEETS
900 NORTH STATE STREET
FREEBURG, IL 62243
618-710-0224
WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG
Continuing the Journey
What’s Happening in Freeburg
It was dark as I pulled into the Dollar General parking lot.
Shoot, a pickup truck was in “my” spot. Worse, this idiot was
taking up two spaces! Grumbling to myself, I pulled near the
truck, only to realize that I was the idiot. The truck wasn’t
taking up two spaces at all. But I was.
I said recently during worship that I have a confession: I hate
confession. It’s not that I don’t do anything wrong – far from
it! I just don’t like to think about it. Why are we so quick to
judge others and excuse ourselves? I don’t know the
answer, but I do know that it gives me more to talk to God
about.
*****
What a great time we had Saturday night at our youth
fundraiser! It didn’t have a name, but I joked that it could be
called a Touch of Sass! We enjoyed music by Mardy
Eisloeffel and a friend, delicious food by Joe’s Pizza & Pasta
of Fairview Heights, and the Journey Praise Band provided
“entertainment” – that we are! Our guests ate, bid, laughed,
sang, visited, and seemed to really enjoy themselves.
We appreciate so much everyone who attended or who
made it possible. Family is who comes together in time of
need, and you showed up! In fact, the event was a sellout,
with people asking for tickets. We raised approximately
$4500 – woohoo!
Mark Your Calendar:
April 11 – Women’s Tea & Craft (see Tidings or Facebook
events for details)
April 13 – St Louis Color Run with Senior High Youth
April 19 – Good Friday Worship, 7:00 pm (Maundy Thursday
worship at Union)
May 4 – Indoor Yard Sale
Every Week
Sunday
9:30 am

Worship

9:45 a.m.

Adult SS: John Ortberg’s Spiritual Disciplines for
Ordinary People, led by Pastor Joe

1 pm

Slot Car Racing (every other Sunday at rotating homes)

6 pm
6 pm

Junior High at Union
Senior High at Journey

Wednesday
6:30 p.m.

Women’s Bible study
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MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade)

Moms with young children: it is hard to find time for yourself. If
you have children ages 0 - grade 5, we have created that time for
you!

2018 – 2019 MEETING SCHEDULE
2nd Wednesday of the Month
(September – May)
5:15 - 7:45 pm

April 10 – Teacher Gifts
May 3 – Children’s Ministry Floor Project
Friday Night 5:30-9:00 pm; childcare at church
available and dinner will be provided for the children.
MOMSConnect can RSVP on Facebook at MOMSConnect
at Union for the monthly meetings. Please let us know
if you are coming and how many children will be

April 7 is the next SCRIP order!

The Lord’s Prayer
From The New Zealand Prayer Book
Eternal Spirit,
Earth-maker, Pain bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe;
The way of your justice be followed
by the peoples of the world;
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings;
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom
sustain our hope and come on earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trial too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and forever. Amen.

Easter, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and summer
vacations are fast approaching - can gift cards help you
with all of these events? All orders are collected (check
or exact cash) between 10:00-11:00 at the Welcome
Desk. All gift cards will be delivered on April 14. Please
visit shopwithscrip.com for a full list of retailers or email
Amy Perez at perezfamily618@gmail.com with
questions.
MOMSConnect

MOMSConnect – (Infant – 5th Grade)
Kids on the Go - (1st - 4th Grade)

Children are invited to Rise Up with
Jesus on Sunday, April 7 during the
Sunday School hour. The children will
go station to station learning about the
resurrection. Jesus is Alive!!! Hope to
see you there!

Parting the Red Sea at MOMSConnect!
We did a science experiment at our March
meeting. The children learned how God used Moses to
part the Red Sea. The children see that soap weakens
water’s bonding properties as they explore that God’s
power helps us to trust him.
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
All women are welcome to come join us any
time. We would love to see new faces.
A Big Thank You to all of our Ladies that volunteered in all
ways for our Lenten Meal. You all are so very much
appreciated.
Reminder of important dates to have on your calendars:
April 10: UMW Executive Meeting at 9:30 and General
Meeting at 10:30. Program will be provided by the Ruth
Circle . Our Hostess will be Deborah Circle.
April 12: Ruth Circle will be going to Four Fountains.
April 14: our UMW ladies will be Hosting an Easter Tea,
honoring our wonderful talented choirs. Please bring 2-3
dozen homemade cookies, plus packaged cookies and
powdered drink mix to be delivered to Lessie Bates Davis
Neighborhood House for their day care.

Celebrate Spring Luncheon
WHERE: Union United Methodist Church
WHEN: May 15, 2019
TIME: 11 am – 1 pm
MENU: Chicken Salad or Turkey, Ham, Cheese Sub
Sandwich with
Pasta and Fruit Salads, Cold Vegetable Appetizer, and
Dessert Bar
TICKETS: Presale $10.00/At the Door $12.00

We would like to thank our church family for the
prayers, cards, visits, grocery shopping and many calls,
etc. during my recovery from back surgery. Also, no
words can express the appreciation of the wonderful
meals delivered by Ruth Circle and Elizabeth Circle.
They were great!
The back is improving every day. Praise the Lord!
Ron and Judy Brindley

Ladies, be thinking if you want to join me in Godfrey for
the Women’s Retreat on Saturday, April 27, 9 am-3 pm.
May 8: we will have our own Spiritual Growth Retreat. Be
sure to set this date aside to attend.
My Thought:
The Lord gave us Commandments- He didn't mention
amendments.
Deborah Circle will be serving a salad luncheon at the
next UMW meeting on Wednesday,
April 10. If you have a favorite salad
that you would like to share, please feel
free to bring it.

Deborah Circle

April Is Child Abuse Prevention
Month. We will observe it on April 7.
You will see blue pinwheels, the
national symbol for child abuse and
neglect prevention. It is an uplifting
reminder of childhood and the bright
futures all children deserve. There
will be brochures for everyone with
much valuable information and there will be some blue
ribbons which you can pick up to wear in the community
throughout the month. Child abuse is one of the greatest
tragedies of our time. Issues involved with child abuse are
domestic violence and children, shaken baby syndrome,
child sexual abuse, and substance abuse in children.
Let's all be aware of how we can help our children.

I do not at all understand the
mystery of grace—only that
it meets us where we are but
does not leave us where it
found us.
Anne Lamott
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WEDNESDAY LENTEN SERVICES - 6:30 pm
Wednesday, April 3
Rev. Bob Edwards, with special music by Brent
and Natalie Gravois
Dinner by the Seekers Class, 5:15 - 6:15 pm
Lasagna, garlic bread, salad and dessert
Wednesday, April 10
Rev. Roger Knox, with special music by ladies’
ensemble
Dinner by the Nurture Committee, 5:15 - 6:15 pm
Zesty Vegetable Beef Soup, salad, and dessert
A Lenten Study—Tuesdays at Two
This is for you if you've wanted a chance to study
and experience a deeper faith, or as an old song
says, just a closer walk with Thee...
Dr. Joe invites you to bring your Bible and join
him and others on Tuesdays at Two, in the Krause
Room, March 12- April 16. Each lesson stands on
its own, so you can come as your schedule
permits. No need to pre-register. This is for you.
PALM SUNDAY
APRIL 14, 9:00 am
with all of our choirs, hand
bells, brass ensemble,
palm processional
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Giving Up Popularity",
Matthew 21:1-11
UMW Spring Tea
11 am - "Crosswalk"

MUSIC TIDINGS
"I will sing of thy steadfast love, O Lord, forever;
with my mouth I will proclaim thy faithfulness to
all generations. For thy steadfast love was
established forever; thy faithfulness is firm as the
heavens.
Psalm 89:1-2

SUNDAY, MARCH 31
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem "Beneath the Cross", arr. Forrest
with flutists: Cheryl Schaefer and Shelly Monier
Rev. Gaither's sermon:
"Giving Up Our Enemies", Matthew 5:43-48
11 am - "Crosswalk"

SUNDAY, APRIL 7
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem - "O Love" by Hagenberg
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Giving Up Our Lives", John 11:17-27
Communion
11 am - "Crosswalk"

