
   

Spring has finally sprung finally, I think. At least it seems that way from 
the past few days of warmth. The grass is greening up and growing 
and flowers have begun their blooming. Spring is such a beautiful time 
of the year, isn’t it? Winter is over and now the warmth returns.  
 
Spring is also a great time to clean up around the house. The past few 
days I got the chance to get out and get some yard work done. It is a 
good time to clean out those closets, straighten up that garage… oh 
the fun! 
 
Spring might also be a good time to clean up that stuff in your life that 
you might need to get rid of. Those places that you need to just simply 

rid yourself of. Lent is a great time of the year to rid yourself of bad habits, terrible thoughts 
and attitudes that have gotten you stuck where you are in your faith walk.  
 
God provides a way for all of us to rid ourselves of this stuff; it’s called confession. It’s a way 
to simply clean out the closet of your mind and soul and clean up all that gunk that is 
weighing you down. Isaiah puts it this way: “Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs 
forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the 
desert.” (Isaiah 43:19 EVS) 
 
God is here to remind us this Lent as we make our way to the cross and to the resurrection 
that new life is possible in all things. The process of confession then pardon then new life is 
really the story of Lent and Easter. It’s about understanding our need to change, our ability 
to change and then seeing the possibility to change found in new life in Christ’s death and 
resurrection.  
 
Spring has arrived. What cleaning will you be doing at your home and in your life?  

                         Harvey 
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Every Tuesday, 9:30 am 
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am 

United Methodist Women 

McKinley Center 

(no meetings January, 

June, July, and November) 

 

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm 

United Methodist Men 

Krause Room  

 

Every Thursday 9:00 am  

Krause Room 

 

Junior Church 

 (Kindergarten – 4th Grade) 

Junior Church is held during 

the 9:00 am worship service 

 

Each Wednesday 

Horticulture 

 8:00 am, Coffee 

Grimm and Gorly 

324 E. Main, Belleville 

9:00 am, Church 

Union United Methodist Church, Belleville, IL                                                   April 11, 2019 

Tidings 

Church Anniversary 
 
In 2020, next year, Union UMC 
will be turning 70 years old! The 
plan is to have a celebration for 
this event. We are looking for 
volunteers who would to help with 
the planning of the event. If you 
are interested or want to know 
more please contact Pastor 
Harvey today at 
harvey@unionumc.org.  
          
    Thank you! 

MAUNDAY THURSDAY SERVICE  
April 18, 7 pm at Union 

 
Sanctuary Choir anthem -  

"O Sacred Head Now Wounded" 
 

Communion 

Jubilation handbells 

Rev. Joe Scheets 

preaching 

 
 
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE  

April 19 
7 pm at Journey Church  

mailto:harvey@unionumc.org
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Tidings 
 Union United Methodist Church 

721 East Main Street  
Belleville, Illinois 62220                                               

618-233-6375  
  

Thel Lemons, Editor     
chefthel@aol.com 

 
Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither 

The Tidings is published bi-monthly. 
The copy deadline is generally on the 

second and fourth Mondays, 10:00 am. 
 

Contributors may attach copy to email 
or place it in the editor’s mailbox in the 

church office.  

Upcoming Tidings deadlines 

(10:00 am):    

April 22 

May 6, 20 

THE SECOND 

MONDAY 

BREAKFAST GROUP 

 
May 13 

 
Denny’s 

1130 S Illinois St., Belleville 
 

We need your reservations, so please 

call Sheri, 233-6375 or  

e-mail her at sheri@unionumc.org 

Greeters, April – May     

 DATE NARTHEX WELCOME CENTER EAST MAIN 

April 14 Magan Harms 
Dan & Debbie 

Rosendohl 
Cindy Knox 

Arpil 21 Doris Wiemers Ed & Mary Suddarth 
Bob Dintelmann 
Michael Munie 

April 28 Susan McVety Geoffrey & Pam Taylor Doug & Sharon Dahm 

May 5 Karen Kohne 
Don & MaryAnn 

Steinkamp 
Tom Wade 

May 12 Jane Bonaldi David & Mary Donley Joe & Lisa Melton 

May 19 Sue Davis Dennis & Kay Watt Ron & Kathy Hahn 

May 26 Grace Moon Norm & Ann Krause 
Gary & Marilynn 

Cunningham 

First Time Visitor, April-May 

   Primary Team         Alternate Team  

April 14    Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier   Marlene Frazer & Sue Davis 
April 21    John & Linda Gray      Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol 
April 28    Dick Frette & Jerry Sauerwein  Don & Connie Stein 
May 5     Kent & Susan McVety     Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier 
May 12   Dan & Laura Nollman     John & Linda Gray 
May 19   Marlene Frazer & Sue Davis   Dick Frette & Jerry Sauerwein 
May 26   Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol   Kent & Susan McVety 

Lenten Sermon Series – “Giving Up For Lent” 
 
April 14- 
(Palm Sunday)  Matthew 21:1-11  “Giving Up Our Popularity”  
April 21-  
(Easter Sunday)  John 20:1-18   “Give Up On Death” 

Remember that April is Child 
Abuse Prevention Month.  Let 
us all become more aware of 

children who might need 

help. 

Join us for coffee and 

fellowship  

in McKinley Hall 

following 9:00 am 

worship. 

mailto:sheri@UnionUMC.org
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JOURNEY UMC  
DR. JOE SCHEETS 

900 NORTH STATE STREET  
FREEBURG, IL 62243  

618-710-0224   WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG 

Continuing the Journey 
What’s Happening in Freeburg 
 
We were saddened Sunday morning to learn of the passing 
of one of our church family, Jim Cogdill.  We are still dealing 
with the after effects of the death of his wife Tami Walton-
Cogdill on December 26, 2017.  In fact, it was the second 
piece of bad news of the morning, and there were more in 
the form of prayer concerns which I am not at liberty to share 
in this setting.  Lost loved ones, people dying, people in pain, 
people in accidents.  People hurting. 
 
I found myself counting things that were going wrong, but 
quickly had to STOP myself.  That is a downward spiral that 
doesn’t lead anywhere positive or productive.  I had to give it 
to God and start looking for the good, which was really all 
around me: 

 A beautiful, sunny, warm day 

 Flowers and flowering trees blooming everywhere 

 One of our vocalists walking around 17 days after having 
a total knee replacement as if nothing happened 

 Children in worship and Sunday school 

 People who are eager to volunteer, help, jump in, fill in, 
and do whatever is necessary to keep things rolling 

 Songbirds making their best melodies and squirrels 
twitching their tails 

 Our youngest son Noah is healthy again after a couple 
of knock out rounds with a sinus infection 

 Our oldest son Daniel is enjoying lots of fun and 
recognition during his 8

th
 grade year 

 
Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or 
store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?  
            —Matthew 6:26 

 
“Cathy O.” 
Interim Praise Band Leader 
 
 
Mark Your Calendar:  

April 12-13  Junior High Lock-In 
April 13   St Louis Color Run with Senior High Youth 
April 19   Good Friday Worship, 7pm (Maundy Thursday 
worship at Union) 
May 4   Indoor Yard Sale 
 

Every Week 

Sunday: 
9:30 am Worship 
6 pm   Junior High at Union 
6 pm   Senior High at Journey 
 
Wednesday: 
6:30 pm  Women’s Bible study 

Adult Mission Trip 
September 28 – October 4, 2019 

UMCOR Sager Brown Depot, Baldwin, LA 
 
Sager Brown Depot is a 
United Methodist 
Committee on Relief 
agency located on the 
banks of the beautiful 
Bayou Teche in 
Baldwin, La. 
 
Purpose: To provide the 
hands and feet to help 
Sager Brown as they 
provide services to 
those in need locally 
and nationally.  This 
could include working in 
the warehouse 
(verifying kits—
cleaning, health, etc.), working in the community 
(home repair, building wheel chair ramps, etc.), 
provide services to community agencies, or working 
on campus (painting, mowing, or general 
maintenance).  Whatever their needs, we will work to 
meet them. 
 
Dates: September 28 – October 4, 2019. We need to 
arrive in Baldwin between 3 and 5 pm on Sunday, 
September 29.   Unless you travel on your own, team 
travel as a group will leave Saturday, September 28

 

and travel to Scott, LA and then travel to Baldwin on 
Sunday after church.  We will work Monday, Tuesday, 
and Thursday all day, and ½ day on Wednesday.  
Return to Belleville on Friday. 
 
Cost:  $255.00 fee for Sager Brown which includes 
lodging and meals.  If traveling with the group the 
additions costs include one night lodging, meals 
Saturday, Sunday, and Friday and Wednesday 
evening dinner.  Also, if the Church does not have a 
current background check (with 3 years), then there 
will be additional $15.00 fee to obtain one.  UMCOR 
requires background checks on all volunteers. 
 One half the Sager Brown fee ($127.50 by June 
15th) and the balance by September 1. Sager Brown 
requires forms from volunteers and these need to be 
completed by June 15.   
 
During our time in South Louisiana there will be 
opportunities to experience the Cajun culture: meals, 
Cajun music, and some of the Cajun heritage sites on 
Wednesday afternoon.  
 
For more information contact: Carl Primeaux   Phone: 
618/416-3780.  Email: caprimeaux42@gmail.com    

Part-time (M-F, 1/2 days)  Maintenance/Janitorial 
Position available at the Belleville News-Democrat. 
Handy man able to perform a variety of small jobs, 
building upkeep and grounds maintenance.  Pay 
commensurate with experience. For full job 
description, apply on line with resume: https://
jobs.jobvite.com/mcclatchy/jobs; search on Belleville 
News-Democrat job openings.  

mailto:caprimeaux42@gmail.com
https://jobs.jobvite.com/mcclatchy/jobs
https://jobs.jobvite.com/mcclatchy/jobs
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MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade) 
Moms with young children: it is hard to find time for yourself.  If 
you have children ages 0 - grade 5, we have created that time for 
you!   

 

2018 – 2019 MEETING SCHEDULE 

2
nd 

Wednesday of the Month 

(September – May) 

5:15 - 7:45 pm 

 

May 3 – Children’s Ministry Floor Project                                     

 Friday Night 5:30-9:00 pm; childcare at church 

available and dinner will be provided for the children. 

 

MOMSConnect can RSVP on Facebook at MOMSConnect 
at Union for the monthly meetings.  Please let us know 
if you are coming and how many children will be 
coming. 

Kids on the Go - (1st - 4th 
Grade)  
 
We will be having game, movie and ice 
cream night from 5:30 - 9:00 on Friday, 
May 3rd .  We will be walking 

downtown Belleville to get ice cream, so please bring 
some money.  If you plan on attending, please email me 
at donna@unionumc.org by Wednesday, May 1. 

New/Old News  
 
Horizon Hope Counseling Center began at Union over 20 
years ago under its founder Dr. Steve Heitkamp and now 
Union will be a Satellite for Horizon Hope as Katie Gibbons 
will be working out of our church offices beginning May 1

st
. 

Katie is moving from St. Matthews UMC and will be at the 
church Monday through Thursday.  
 
From Katie’s biography, “I worked for years as a 
Professional School Counselor before starting a new 
journey in private practice.  So it is no surprise that I work 
primarily with children, adolescents, teens and young 
adults.  My therapeutic techniques range from play therapy 
to cognitive behavioral therapy, along with mindfulness 
therapy.  I have had great success with clients who are 
struggling with anxiety, depression, bereavement and 
anger.  With my younger clients, I provide family therapy 
and parenting support.  As parents, we do not often know 
the BEST way to handle our child's anxiety or depression.  I 
can help!  
 A little about myself, I am a Christian counselor and I 
have worked at Horizon Hope Counseling for three years.  I 
am married with a wonderful blended family of five!  I have 
two children of my own, my sons Kristopher and Alex, 
whom I adopted from Belarus.  From this experience I have 
drawn an empathy and knowledge that shapes me as a 
therapist.  I look forward to providing you, your family and/
or your children therapeutic support in a positive and caring 
environment.“ 
 
Katie shared with me that many of her clients are from the 
Belleville area and she lives in Smithton so this new 
arrangement is a wonderful move for her. I have been 
discussing having someone from Horizon Hope come to 
Union with Dr. Heitkamp for a couple of months now.  
 
I know that you will welcome Katie warmly at Union. And 
just a reminder that the work that she does with her clients 
is confidential so please know that when you are around 
the church office our visitors are our guests.  
 
If you have any questions please give me a call or an email 
any time at harvey@unionumc.org.  

Harvey   

Annual Car Cruise  
Friday, May 3  
5:30 - 8:30 pm  

upper parking lot  
 

Everyone is invited to come check out all the beautiful 
cars and have a brat. Hope to see you all there. 

mailto:donna@unionumc.org
mailto:harvey@unionumc.org
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Opportunity to Contribute to UMCOR* as you shop Amazon 

If you shop at Amazon.com, there is an opportunity to steer some of Amazon’s charitable contributions to an 

organization of your choice, in this case, UMCOR.  AmazonSmile is a program that contributes 0.5% of the purchase 

price from eligible products to the buyers’ choice of charitable organizations. The price you pay does not change. 

Once you sign up, you shop through the “smile.amazon.com” portal rather than the 

usual “amazon.com” portal.   

1. Sign in to smile.amazon.com on your desktop or mobile phone browser. 

2. From your desktop, go to Your Account from the navigation at the top of any 

page, and then select your Charity. You may have a “pop-up” the first time that asks 

if you would like to select a charity….. 

3. Search for “United Methodist Church and Its Affiliated Organizations” as the organization you want to support.  

(you can change it at any time) 

4. Shop 

For more information, please follow links at smile.amazon.com 

*or charity of your choice 

JOIN THE FORUM CLASS 
MAY 2019 

AS WE STUDY OUR BIBLICAL ANCESTORS 
 
The class, based upon Ann Spangler’s book, Less Than Perfect: Broken Men and Women of 
the Bible and What We Can Learn From Them, examines the lives of some of the Bible’s most 
flawed characters and the ways in which their stories continue to be relevant to modern day 
Christians. 
 
Spangler’s biographical sketches include historical and cultural detail that allows us to see our 
biblical ancestors with fresh and realistic clarity.  Join the Forum class as we examine these 
stories from a  contemporary perspective – and discover that being “all too human” does not 
put us outside the boundaries of God’s grace, mercy, and purpose. 
 
May 5, 2019:  The Story of Adam, Eve, Cain and Abel:  How Eating The Wrong Fruit Wrecked 
Everything 
 
May 12, 2019:  The Story of Saul and the Witch of Endor:  How A King Falls Into Despair 
Through A Fortune Teller Who Conjures the Dead 
 

May 19, 2019:  The Story of David’s Sons – Amnon, Absalom and Adonijah:  Three Men Who Would Be King 
 
May 26, 2019:  The Story of a Redeemed Prostitute And a Condemned Disciple 
 
Join this Forum discussion, led by Suzanne Hutcherson, in Room 217 at 10:30 am. Everyone is welcome. 

EASTER TEA 
 
In honor of Union United Methodist choirs the United Methodist Women will host the Easter 
Tea on Sunday April 14th. in the McKinley Hall.  I am requesting donations of 3 dozen 
homemade cookies for the tea. Please have your cookies for this event at church on Saturday 
April 13th during the set up time of 9-11 am or by 8:30 am on April 14th.  This event is enjoyed 
by all and is a great fellowship time.   
 
In addition, the United Methodist Women collect packaged cookies and powdered drink mix for 
the Lessie Bates Neighborhood House.  Please bring 3 dozen package cookies and powder drink mix which will be 
delivered to Lessie Bates Neighborhood House.   
 
Thank you in advance for your time and donations of cookies.  In God's Love, 

Nancy Weston 
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Granny's Attic  

and Rummage Sale 

 

Saturday, August 17 

 8:00 - 12:00  

 

Sponsored by UMW to support our many missions  

      Judy Brindley and Julie Altman, co-chairs 

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 
All women are welcome to come join us any 
time. We would love to see new faces.  
 
 
April 14: our UMW ladies will be Hosting an 
Easter Tea, honoring our wonderful talented 
choirs. Please bring 2-3 dozen homemade cookies , plus 
packaged cookies and powdered drink mix to be delivered 
to Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House for their day 
care.  
 
Ladies, be thinking if you want to join me in Godfrey for 
the Women’s Retreat on Saturday, April 27, 9 am-3 pm. 
 
May 8: we will have our own Spiritual Growth Retreat.  Be 
sure to set this date aside to attend.  
 
 
Deborah Circle will have their next monthly meeting on 
Wednesday, April 17 at 9:30 a.m. in the Krause 
Room.  Phyllis Ellett and Mary Suddarth will be the 
hostesses and Linda Gray will have the program.  Visitors 
are always welcome to join us. 
 
 
 

 
Who is the welder? Ladies, 
come to Miriam Circle on 
April 26th to find out! 

 
Miriam Circle will meet in 
the Krause Room at 1:00 
on April 26. Hostesses 
Arlene Glaeser, Carol 
Schneider, and Barb 
Cleland will provide 
refreshments.  
 
Mary Peck will present the 
program. Guests are invited 
to join us. 

We continue to recycle a lot of different materials at 
church. Please remember to empty all liquid & food 
before placing recyclables into the blue recycle bins. No 
Styrofoam or plastic bags can be recycled.  Instead of 
throwing away plastic bags, please place them in the 
baskets attached to the recycle bins.  When you see the 
baskets full, we encourage the congregation to take the 
plastic bags with you to area stores and place into their 
large collection bins for bags (Schnucks, Dierbergs, 
Target all have one). 

The district meeting of the United Methodist Women will 
be held on May 4.   Several of our ladies plan to 
attend.  It is customary for items to be taken for Lessie 
Bates Davis Neighborhood House and Cunningham 
Home.  The congregation is invited to participate.           
                
WISH LISTS 
Cunningham - 

tooth paste, Box Tops for Education, 
gift cards (Walmart, Dollar Tree, McDonalds) 

 
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House - 

boys/girls T-shirts, men's underwear 
 
A container will be in the Welcome Center on Sundays, 
April 21 and 28 for your items. Thanks for your help. 

The Outreach Committee is calling for volunteers to 
make sandwiches on the 3rd Sunday for the Sack Lunch 
program. Due to its diminishing 
numbers, the United Methodist 
Men is unable to make the 
needed sandwiches for that week. 
The committee is looking for 
individuals, families or other 
committees to take over that 
Sunday. Please prayerfully 
consider our need, and if you feel this is a place you can 
serve, you can contact Larry Mueller or any Outreach 
Committee member. We can give you all the necessary 
information you would need. The sandwiches are made 
right after our 9:00 service. With 6 or more people, it 
generally takes, at most, 25 minutes to assemble the 
sandwiches. Thanks for your consideration. 
 
Larry Mueller 
Outreach Chairperson 
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WHERE: Union United Methodist Church 
     721 East Main Street, Belleville     618-233-6375 

WHEN: May 15, 2019 
TIME: 11 am – 1 pm 
MENU: Chicken Salad or Turkey, Ham, Cheese Sub Sandwich with 

Pasta and Fruit Salads, Cold Vegetable Appetizer, and Dessert Bar 

TICKETS: Presale $10.00/At the Door $12.00 

Sponsored By: United Methodist Women to support local, national, and international missions 

  Handmade Quilts on Display   Attendance Gift Drawing 
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MUSIC TIDINGS  

 
 

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 14 
 

And the crowds that went before him and that followed 
him shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in 

the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the Highest!” And when he entered 
Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying, “Who is this?” And the crowds 
said, “This is prophet Jesus from Nazareth of Galilee.”         

            Matthew 21:9-11 

 
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthems- "Festival on Ellacombe" by Lantz 

and "Come Ye Faithful,Raise the Anthem" by Helvey 
with brass quartet and timpani, 

Jubilation hand bell choir, children's choirs, and palm processional 
 

Rev. Gaither's sermon:  "Giving Up Popularity", Mathew 21:1-11 
 

The UMW Spring tea will follow the service 
 
 

11 am - "Crosswalk" 
 
, 

 
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 21 

 

 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; for I 
know that you seek Jesus who was crucified.  He is not 
here; for he has risen as he said.”   Matthew: 28:5-6 

 
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem -  

"Christ Is Risen" by Pote 
with brass ensemble and timpani 

 
Rev. Gaither's sermon:  "Giving Up On Death", John 20:1-18 

 
 

11 am - "Crosswalk" 

In Joe Milton’s 

words….Horticulture’s  

“Mulch Madness”! 

Very successful 

night raising 

money and 

awareness for 

Marion Medical 

Mission. 


