
   

The story of the Emmaus Road as told by Luke (Luke 24:13-35) 
reminds us that after Easter there is still a story to be told. It reminds 
me of a seminary activity I once did in class where the teacher asked 
us which Biblical character we would like to meet if we could. There 
were a variety of answers and I found it strange how very few chose 
Jesus. Why would that be?  
 
The two disciples walk along the road to Emmaus and they encounter 
a stranger. They have this strange back and forth conversation with 
this guy who seems completely oblivious to the news from Jerusalem 
about Jesus and His death. The encounter ends with the two 
recognizing Jesus over a meal.  

 
But, what of us? Do you long to speak with Jesus if you could? To hear His voice? What 
would it sound like? Would we ask to see the scars on his wrists and ankles from the cross 
like Thomas? Would we, if we could, have a meal with him?  
 
And, what questions would we ask him? How about pain and suffering, Jesus-- what about 
that stuff? How about what heaven is like?  
 
Or, would we be so tongue-tied at meeting him--like we might with any celebrity--that we 
would stammer, and our words would come out jumbled and confused? Would we arrive at 
the feet of Jesus and be like the people described in Mercy Me’s song, “I Can Only Imagine”:     
 

Surrounded by Your glory 
What will my heart feel? 

Will I dance for you Jesus? 
Or in awe of You be still? 

Will I stand in Your presence? 
Or to my knees will I fall? 

Will I sing Hallelujah? 
Will I be able to speak at all? 

I can only imagine 
Yeah, I can only imagine 

 
We can only wonder what it was like for those two disciples when they finally realized who 
they had been talking and walking with; what they had said; what moments they had missed. 
 
What would you ask Jesus? How would that moment be for you?             

                         Harvey 
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Tidings 
 Union United Methodist Church 

721 East Main Street  
Belleville, Illinois 62220                                               

618-233-6375  
  

Thel Lemons, Editor     
chefthel@aol.com 

 
Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither 

The Tidings is published bi-monthly. 
The copy deadline is generally on the 

second and fourth Mondays, 10:00 am. 
 

Contributors may attach copy to email 
or place it in the editor’s mailbox in the 

church office.  

Upcoming Tidings deadlines 

(10:00 am):   

May 6, 20 

June 10, 24 

THE SECOND 

MONDAY 

BREAKFAST GROUP 

 

May 13 
 

Denny’s 
1130 S Illinois St., Belleville 

 
We need your reservations, so please 

call Sheri, 233-6375 or  

e-mail her at sheri@unionumc.org 

Greeters, April – May     

 DATE NARTHEX WELCOME CENTER EAST MAIN 

April 28 Susan McVety Geoffrey & Pam Taylor Doug & Sharon Dahm 

May 5 Karen Kohne 
Don & MaryAnn 

Steinkamp 
Tom Wade 

May 12 Jane Bonaldi David & Mary Donley Joe & Lisa Melton 

May 19 Sue Davis Dennis & Kay Watt Ron & Kathy Hahn 

May 26 Grace Moon Norm & Ann Krause 
Gary & Marilynn 

Cunningham 

First Time Visitor, April-May 

   Primary Team         Alternate Team  

April 28    Dick Frette & Jerry Sauerwein  Don & Connie Stein 
May 5     Kent & Susan McVety     Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier 
May 12   Dan & Laura Nollman     John & Linda Gray 
May 19   Marlene Frazer & Sue Davis   Dick Frette & Jerry Sauerwein 
May 26   Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol   Kent & Susan McVety 

Remember that April is Child 
Abuse Prevention Month.  Let 
us all become more aware of 

children who might need help. 

Nurture Committee would like to thank 
the following for serving the Lenten Meals 
for the 2019 Easter Season: Aldersgate, 
UMW, Seekers Sunday School Class, 
Choir, Nurture Committee. Quite a few of 
you served multiple meals with your 
groups respectively. All of the meals were 
very good, and attendance was great this 
year! 
 
Thank you for the pastors and speakers 
for the inspiring Lenten services. 
 
We are truly a blessed congregation! 

Nurture Committee would like 
to make a very special thank 
you to Doris Wiemers for 
baking and serving the 
delicious Easter cakes and 
treats on Easter Sunday. 
Doris, you have outdone 
yourself. The cakes were just 
beautiful! 

May 12 

 Union’s 70th Anniversary 
 
Still looking for volunteers to serve on a steering committee to help 
plan and lead the 70th anniversary celebration that is coming in 2020 
for Union. If you would like to know more or would like to volunteer 
please contact Pastor Harvey at Harvey@unionumc.org today.  

mailto:sheri@UnionUMC.org
mailto:Harvey@unionumc.org
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JOURNEY UMC  
DR. JOE SCHEETS 

900 NORTH STATE STREET  
FREEBURG, IL 62243  

618-710-0224   WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG 

Continuing the Journey 
What’s Happening in Freeburg 

 
We had the most delightful evening of women's fellowship. Tea party 
style! We had tea, light dinner, learned tea party etiquette, read a 
devotional, made a prayer box and green tea body scrub. Thank you to all 
the ladies that joined us.   

 
Mark Your Calendar:  
May 4   Indoor Yard Sale 
 

Every Week 

Sunday: 
9:30 am Worship 
6 pm   Junior High at Union 
6 pm   Senior High at Journey 
 
Wednesday: 
6:30 pm  Women’s Bible study 

We continue to recycle a lot of different 
materials at church. Please empty all 
liquid & food before placing 
recyclables into the blue recycle bins. 
No styrofoam or plastic bags can be 
recycled.  Instead of throwing away 
plastic bags, please place them in the 
baskets attached to the recycle bins.  
When you see the baskets full, we 
encourage you to take the plastic bags 
with you to area stores and place in 
their large collection bins for bags 
(Schnucks, Dierbergs, Target all have 
one). 

The Belleville Kiwanis is sponsoring an 
e-cycling event on Saturday, May 4, 
from 9:00 am to noon. The collection 
will be in the parking lot between the 
Skyview outdoor 
theater and Crehan's 
Irish Pub on North 
Belt West in 
Belleville. A good way 
to clean out some old 
electronics and help 
the environment. 

The Aldersgate Fellowship Group would like to thank everyone who bought tickets, 
donated auction items, gave money towards the purchase of a well and gave of their 
time and energy to make "Name That Tune Trivia Night" for Marion Medical Mission a 
huge success!  It was an evening of food, fun and fellowship! 
 
So far, enough money has been raised to fund the building of 26 wells in Africa at a cost 
of $450 per well.  Each well provides approximately 120 people with safe drinking water, 
so your efforts will help about 3,120 people have a sustainable source of clean water! 
 
Thanks to the generosity of a Union UMC member, there are matching funds available 
to purchase an additional 5 wells (these matching funds have already been used to 
provide 7 wells).  A gift of  $225 to Union UMC will be doubled and another well will be 
built for Marion Medical Mission! 

 
If you would like to make a donation, contact Pastor Harvey at 233-6375, or Joe Milton at 235-5344 
or joseph.milton@att.net. Thank you! 

mailto:joseph.milton@att.net.
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MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade) 
Moms with young children: it is hard to find time for yourself.  If 
you have children ages 0 - grade 5, we have created that time for 
you!   

 

2018 – 2019 MEETING SCHEDULE 

2
nd 

Wednesday of the Month 

(September – May) 

5:15 - 7:45 pm 

 

May 3 – Children’s Ministry Floor Project                                     

 Friday Night 5:30-9:00 pm; childcare at church 

available and dinner will be provided for the children. 

 

MOMSConnect can RSVP on Facebook at 
MOMSConnect at Union for the monthly 
meetings.  Please let us know if you are coming and 
how many children will be coming. 

Kids on the Go - (1st - 4th Grade)  
 
We will be having game, movie and ice 
cream night from 5:30 - 9:00 on Friday, 
May 3rd .  We will be walking downtown 
Belleville to get ice cream, so please 
bring some money.  If you plan on 
attending, please email me 

at donna@unionumc.org by Wednesday, May 1. 

Annual Car Cruise  
Friday, May 3  
5:30 - 8:30 pm  

  
Please join us on our upper church parking lot for car 
viewing, music, 50/50 raffle, food and more. Indoor 
bathrooms will be available. 
 
Dash plaques will be available for the first 50 participating 
cars. Separate parking for spectators, so please look for 
signs. 
 
Questions? Contact Jerry Sauerwein, 235-3959. 

 
 

Everyone is invited to come check out all the beautiful 
cars and have a brat. Hope to see you all there. 

Twisting Things Up at MOMSConnect 
  
At our April meeting, we helped clean up the Lenten 
dinner with the Nurture Committee and then made 
homemade pretzels.  The kids had a lot of fun learning 
how to make pretzels and the pretzels were delicious 
too! 

We will have special $5 and $10 cards only available 
on May 5 or while supplies last.  Perfect for Teacher & 
Graduation gifts! 
 
- Amazon $10 
- Applebee’s $10 
- Barnes & Noble $5 
- Cold Stone Creamery $5 
- CVS $10 
- Darden Restaurants $10 
- Home Depot $10 
- IHOP $10 
- Outback $10 
- Panera $5 
- Red Lobster $10 
- Starbucks $5 
- Target $10 
- Taco Bell $5 
- Walmart $10 
 
(Please note that these special gift cards are not listed on 
our regular order form, so please add them clearly to the 
top or bottom of the form.) 
 
All orders are collected (check or exact cash) between 
10:00-11:00 at the Welcome Desk. Please 
visit shopwithscrip.com for a full list of retailers. Cards will 
be delivered on May 12. 
 
MOMSConnect 

mailto:donna@unionumc.org
http://shopwithscrip.com/
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Rising Up with Jesus at Sunday School 
  
On Sunday, April 7, we held our Easter event during the Sunday 
School hours.  Our theme was Rise Up with Jesus.  The children 
and youth went station to station playing the roll the stone away 
game, entering the tomb blindfolded while using their senses and 
lighting up with Jesus with a special tattoo and glow 
bracelet.  Everyone had a great time! 
  
Thank you to everyone who helped with the event.  Also, thank 
you to Marvina for making the delicious resurrection rolls. 
  
Miss Donna and the Nurture Committee 
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Thank you to everyone who helped with the Easter Tea. I appreciated 
the donation of cookies; we had a nice variety to serve.  Thank you to 
everyone who helped set up on Saturday and assisted during the tea 
and clean up. I could not have done this event without everyone’s help. 
Nancy Weston.  
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JOIN THE FORUM CLASS 

MAY 2019 
AS WE STUDY OUR BIBLICAL ANCESTORS 

 
The class, based upon Ann Spangler’s book, Less Than 
Perfect: Broken Men and Women of the Bible and What 
We Can Learn From Them, examines the lives of some of 
the Bible’s most flawed characters and the ways in which 
their stories continue to be relevant to modern day 
Christians. 
 
Join the Forum class as we examine these stories from a 
contemporary perspective – and discover that being “all 
too human” does not put us outside the boundaries of 
God’s grace, mercy, and purpose. 

 
May 5, 2019:  The Story of Adam, Eve, 
Cain and Abel:  How Eating The Wrong 
Fruit Wrecked Everything 
 
May 12, 2019:  The Story of Saul and 
the Witch of Endor:  How A King Falls 
Into Despair Through A Fortune Teller 
Who Conjures the Dead 
 
May 19, 2019:  The Story of David’s 
Sons – Amnon, Absalom and Adonijah:  
Three Men Who Would Be King 
 
May 26, 2019:  The Story of a 
Redeemed Prostitute And a 
Condemned Disciple 
 

 
Join this Forum discussion, led by Suzanne Hutcherson, in 
Room 217 at 10:30 am. Everyone is welcome. 

Granny’s Attic Rummage Sale 
Saturday, August 17 

8 am - Noon 
 

The proceeds of this sale will be given to UMW missions.  Any items left 
from the sale will be donated to other thrift stores in the area. If you are 
interested in helping UMW with our rummage sale, please consider 
donating. 
 
What do you need to do?  Start gathering your gently used items such 
as purses, jewelry, vases, dishes, baskets, wall décor, holiday decorations, 
picture frames, mirrors, pillow cases, curtains, craft items, books, 
silverware, stuffed animals, small household items, etc. Please price them 
before donating—$.25 to $10.00. 

 
We WILL NOT ACCEPT large appliances (washers, dryers, etc.), furniture of any kind, televisions, 
lawn mowers, tillers, computers or printers.  NO clothing, shoes, Christmas trees or bicycles. 
 
All items must be priced before they are received at the church. A suggested price list will be 
available during the coffee fellowship beginning May 5. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Judy Brindley, 530-9762; Julie Altman, 235-6940; or any 
member of the Elizabeth Circle. 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

 
Ladies, you won't want to miss this event.  

 
Angel Ruiz will 
be our speaker 
at our Women's Retreat in 
the Krause Room on May 8, 
10 am - 2:30 pm. Angel will 
be speaking on "Attitude 
with Gratitude." Enjoy lunch 
served by the Lydia Circle 
and great fellowship with 
our Christian sisters. 
 
All ladies are invited. You 
won't want to miss this 

inspirational and motivational day. 
             Barb Cleland 

 
 
 

Who is the welder? Ladies, come to 
Miriam Circle on April 26th to find out! 

 
Miriam Circle will meet in the Krause 
Room at 1:00 on April 26. Hostesses 
Arlene Glaeser, Carol Schneider, and 
Barb Cleland will provide 
refreshments.  
 
Mary Peck will present the program. 
Guests are invited to join us. 
 

 
 
Mark your calendars: 
 
May 4  Spring district meeting at Signal Hill UMC 
May 5  Elizabeth Circle bake sale 
May 8  Spiritual growth retreat in Krause Room 
May 10  Miriam Circle at Four Fountains 
May 15  Spring luncheon 
Aug. 14  UMW regular meeting 
Aug. 17   Granny’s attic (set up on August 16) 

The district meeting of the United Methodist Women will 
be held on May 4.   Several of our ladies plan to 
attend.  It is customary for items to be taken for Lessie 
Bates Davis Neighborhood House and Cunningham 
Home.  The congregation is invited to participate.           
                
WISH LISTS 
Cunningham - 

tooth paste, Box Tops for Education, 
gift cards (Walmart, Dollar Tree, McDonalds) 

 
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House - 

boys/girls T-shirts, men's underwear 
 
A container will be in the Welcome Center on Sunday, 
April 28 for your items. Thanks for your help. 

Adult Mission Trip 
September 28 – October 4, 2019 

UMCOR Sager Brown Depot, Baldwin, LA 
 
Sager Brown Depot is a United Methodist Committee 
on Relief agency located on the banks of the beautiful 
Bayou Teche in Baldwin, La. 
 
Purpose: To provide the 
hands and feet to help 
Sager Brown as they 
provide services to those 
in need locally and 
nationally.  This could 
include working in the 
warehouse (verifying 
kits—cleaning, health, 
etc.), working in the 
community (home repair, 
building wheel chair 
ramps, etc.), provide 
services to community 
agencies, or working on 
campus (painting, 
mowing, or general 
maintenance).  Whatever 
their needs, we will work to meet them. 
 
Dates: September 28 – October 4, 2019. We need to 
arrive in Baldwin between 3 and 5 pm on Sunday, 
September 29.   Unless you travel on your own, team 
travel as a group will leave Saturday, September 28

 

and travel to Scott, LA and then travel to Baldwin on 
Sunday after church.  We will work Monday, Tuesday, 
and Thursday all day, and ½ day on Wednesday.  
Return to Belleville on Friday. 
 
Cost:  $255.00 fee for Sager Brown which includes 
lodging and meals.  If traveling with the group the 
additional costs include one night lodging, meals 
Saturday, Sunday, and Friday and Wednesday evening 
dinner.  Also, if the Church does not have a current 
background check (within 3 years), then there will be 
an additional $15.00 fee to obtain one.  UMCOR 
requires background checks on all volunteers. 
 One half the Sager Brown fee ($127.50 by June 
15th) and the balance by September 1. Sager Brown 
requires forms from volunteers and these need to be 
completed by June 15.   
 
During our time in South Louisiana there will be 
opportunities to experience the Cajun culture: meals, 
Cajun music, and some of the Cajun heritage sites on 
Wednesday afternoon.  
 
For more information contact: Carl Primeaux   Phone: 
618/416-3780.  Email: caprimeaux42@gmail.com    

Worry is a conversation you have with 

yourself about things you cannot change. 

Prayer is a conversation you have with God 

about things He can change. 

mailto:caprimeaux42@gmail.com
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MUSIC TIDINGS  

"O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all 
the earth! 
Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation 
from day to day, 
Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous 
works among all the peoples!" 

Psalms 96:1-3 

 
 
 
 

APRIL 28 
 

9:00 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem -  
"Rejoice, the Lord is King" -  Young 

trumpet:  Len Bull 
 

Rev. Gaither's sermon:  “Now What?” John 20:19-31 
 
 

11:00 am - "Crosswalk" 
 
 
 
 

MAY 5 
 

9:00 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem — "Come, Be Fed" - Schram 
 

Rev. Carrie Carnes preaching  
 

Communion 
Jubilation hand bells will ring the prelude 

 
 
 

11:00 am - "Crosswalk" 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MAY 12, Mother’s Day 

 
9 am - Children's Musical:   

 
"It’s Cool in the Furnace" 

 
one service 

I believe churches are meant for 

praising God. But so are 2 am car 

rides, showers, coffee shops, the 

gym, conversations with friends/

strangers. Don’t let a building 

confine your faith because we will 

never change the world by just 

going to church. We need to be the 

church. 

—as seen on Facebook 


