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Authentic. It’s a word that is bantered around a lot, especially in
church circles. The cry is for Christians to be “more authentic;” that
authenticity is what people need from us Christians. So, really what
does being authentic mean?
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Stephen McAlpin writes:
However, I think when we search the Scriptures for definition, we
discover authenticity is much more than all that. One passage that
sums it up well is Ephesians 4:22-24, in which believers are
called, “to put off your old self, which belongs to your former
manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be
renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self,
created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and
holiness. Thus, authenticity in the Church is the quality of our
exposure of brokenness and adornment in God’s grace. An
authentic person is one who is both privately and publicly putting
off the old self and, by God’s grace, putting on the renewed self.

People want to see that Christians are broken and flawed. When Christians come off as
perfect or without flaws (seems to be a perception from many), then people find us
unauthentic. We need to allow ourselves to be vulnerable, to admit our brokenness and
flaws. People don’t want us to be perfect, they want us to be like them! We also need--from
what I see from this Ephesians passage--to allow people to know that it is only through the
grace of God that we are not perfect, but that we are “accepted” by God.
Finally, I see the road to authenticity leads to Jesus. It’s telling His story to others, about His
life and how He treated others; about His death and how it sets us free. And especially about
His resurrection, which is at the center of God’s grace. In telling others about Jesus and
telling others about how we know Jesus and what Jesus means to us--it is there that others
will find us real and authentic.
McAlpin continues:

Every day, we need to let go of ourselves more and more, that Christ
might be displayed in us increasingly and endlessly. When we let
Jesus be the hero and leader of our stories and follow Him, He brings
beautiful change into our broken hearts and leads us to places far
more beautiful and satisfying that we ever could imagine.

Are you being who you really are to others? What do you see when you look in the mirror, is
it the same face others see?
(Source: Relevant Magazine, December 2014)

Harvey

Summer is going to be here soon, and as the temperatures rise, so will the
need to hand out water with our sack lunches. Please grab a case or two and
bring in to the church office or bring it with you to church on Sunday.
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Every Tuesday, 9:30 am
Prayers and Perspiration
McKinley Hall
Second Wednesday 10:30
am
United Methodist Women
McKinley Center
(no meetings January,
June, July, and November)
Third Wednesday 5:30 pm
United Methodist Men
Krause Room
Every Thursday 9:00 am
Krause Room
Junior Church
(Kindergarten – 4th Grade)
Junior Church is held during
the 9:00 am worship service
Each Wednesday
Horticulture
8:00 am, Coffee
Grimm and Gorly
324 E. Main, Belleville
9:00 am, Church
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THE SECOND
MONDAY
BREAKFAST GROUP

June 10

Olympika Restaurant
127 N Belt East, Swansea

We need your reservations, so please
call Sheri, 233-6375 or
e-mail her at sheri@unionumc.org

I want to thank everyone for all
their cards, phone calls, and
especially their prayers. The love
and concern for my son & me from
all was so comforting during this
stressful time. Scott's surgery was
successful, and he is home now
and on the road to recovery.
Arlene Glaeser

Editor’s note: For the June 13
edition of the Tidings, please send
your articles to Sheri at
sheri@unionumc.org by 10 am,
June 10.
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First Time Visitor, May - June

Primary Team
May 26
June 2
June 9
June 16
June 23
June 30

Alternate Team

Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol
Don & Connie Stein
Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier
John & Linda Gray
Dick Frette & Jerry Sauerwein
Kent & Susan McVety

Kent & Susan McVety
Dan & Laura Nollman
Marlene Frazer & Sue Davis
Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol
Don & Connie Stein
Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier

Union’s 70th Anniversary

I am still looking for volunteers to serve on the committee for
the 70th Anniversary of Union in 2020. We have begun with our
history moments but there is still a lot of planning and fun stuff
to get ready for as we approach 2020. If you would like to
serve, please contact Pastor Harvey at the church office or
email him at Harvey@unionumc.org. Thanks!!!

The 8th Annual Car Cruise has passed. We had 15 cars this
year. Not as many as years past. The weather had
something to do with the low number. We did make $400.00
with $225.00 going to the matching fund to purchase a well for
Marion Medical Mission.
Thank you to all the Evangelism Committee, Dick Frette, Tom Wade, John
Wade, Tim Chandler and Becky Keiser for their help. Also thank you to the
UUMC members that attended.
Jerry Sauerwein

Cardinals vs. Cubs! Tuesday, July 30, 7:15 pm
Join us to celebrate the greatest rivalry in baseball AND to
raise money to build wells and bring clean water to the
extreme poor in Africa. These Infield Pavilion seats are only
$25 each (face value $40) and a portion of each ticket will
be donated to Marion Medical Mission, a local non-profit
which has built over 35,000 wells since 1990.
Tickets are available from Joe Milton, Phone (618) 235-5344
or joseph.milton@att.net and from Sheri in the church office. Checks payable
to "Union UMC". Deadline to purchase is July 7!
Learn more about Marion Medical Mission at www.mmmwater.org

Greeters, May - June
DATE

NARTHEX

WELCOME CENTER

EAST MAIN

May 26

Grace Moon

Norm & Ann Krause

Gary & Marilynn
Cunningham

June 2

Phyllis Ellett

Skip & Nancy Uhl

Bob & Heidi Dee

June 9

Marlene Frazer

Claudette Himes
Carla Bell

John & Linda Gray

(10:00 am):

June 16

Cheryl Lanke

Joe & Janet Lanius

Thom & Jane Peters

June 10, 24

June 23

Sandy Kuehn

Charles & LeAnna
Kaemmerer

Bob & Dorothy Inman

July 8, 22

June 30

Jolene Wallis

Dan & Laura Nollman

Jerry Sauerwein
Kathy Underwood

Contributors may attach copy to email
or place it in the editor’s mailbox in the
church office.

Upcoming Tidings deadlines
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JOURNEY UMC
DR. JOE SCHEETS
900 NORTH STATE STREET
FREEBURG, IL 62243
618-710-0224
WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG

“Cathy…”

Continuing the Journey
What’s Happening in Freeburg

It was the middle of the night a couple of weeks ago, and I heard her voice as clearly as if she were standing right at
my bedside. It was the voice of one of the ladies at Journey.
Wide awake now, I tried to figure out what had just happened? Had I been dreaming about her? I didn’t think so. Had
I imagined it? But I had been asleep. It was odd. I should pray for her.
Sunday during worship we sang “Do It Again,” in which one of the lines is “I’ve seen you move.” I asked the
congregation for a show of hands – how many have seen God move? Only a few hands went up shyly. I commented
that that was sad and that we will be in prayer about that.
After the service, I told my friend mentioned above that I heard her voice in the middle of the night. Then I told her I
had been praying for her because I have learned over the years that when someone randomly comes to mind – often
repeatedly – that I should pray for them. She was so appreciative! And of course she needed prayer – who doesn’t?
How do you know if God wants you to pray for someone? You may not be sure, but everyone needs prayer, so erring
on the side of goodwill is never a bad thing. It’s even more powerful if you have the opportunity to tell them that you
are praying for them. What an encouragement to know that they are not alone!
Now I ask you: Have you seen God move? I certainly have! I know we have some challenges right now, but in 27
years at Union and Journey, though I have witnessed some rough times, I have also witnessed some wonderful times
in our congregations when I believe God was on the move. As the song says, “I’ve seen you move. You move the
mountains. And I believe I’ll see you do it again. You made a way where there was no way.” I believe there is power
in prayer – especially corporate prayer. I am praying that we will see him move again! Will you join me?

“Cathy O.”

Cathy Obernuefemann
Interim Praise Band Leader

Mark Your Calendar:

June 2 we will recognize our 8th grade and high school graduates during 9:30 worship. That evening we will gather at
Walton’s Ice Cream & More in Smithton at 5 pm for time of fellowship.
Sunday:
9:30 am
6 pm
6 pm

Every Week
Worship
Junior High at Union
Senior High at Journey

Wednesday:
6:30 pm Women’s Bible study
Adult Mission Trip
September 28 – October 4, 2019
UMCOR Sager Brown Depot, Baldwin, LA
Dates: September 28 – October 4, 2019. Unless you travel on your own, team travel as a group will leave Saturday,
September 28 and return to Belleville on Friday, October 4.
Cost: $255.00 fee for Sager Brown which includes lodging and meals. One half the Sager Brown fee ($127.50) by
June 15th and the balance by September 1. Sager Brown requires forms from volunteers and these need to be
completed by June 15 (more details can be found in previous Tidings).

For more information contact: Carl Primeaux Phone: 618/416-3780. Email: caprimeaux42@gmail.com
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June 2 is the next SCRIP order!

MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade)
Moms with young children: it is hard to find
time for yourself. If you have children ages 0 grade 5, we have created that time for you!

Summer Activities

Discontinued Retailers:
- Gymboree
- Crazy 8
- Payless Shoes
- Whole Foods
MOMSConnect is excited to announce our new SCRIP
co-coordinators are Stephanie Pierce and Diana Hill. For
any SCRIP questions, please email
momsconnectatunion@gmail.com.

Sunday, June 2 – Painting the Mural in
Preschool Room; 11:00 am – 2:00 pm; Pizza lunch
will be provided. No nursery will be available.

Sunday, June 2 is the next order date. All orders are
collected (check or exact cash) between 10:00-11:00 at the
Welcome Desk. Please visit shopwithscrip.com for a full list
of retailers. Cards will be delivered on June 9.

Friday, June 21 – Splash Pad and Playground at
Schranz Park in Swansea; 6:00 pm

MOMSConnect

Sunday, July 28 – Friday, August 2:
Vacation Bible School: SonSurf – 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm

Kids on the Go - (1st - 4th Grade)

Wednesday, August 21 – First 2019-2020
MOMSConnect Meeting; 5:15 pm – 7:45 pm
Informal/Spontaneous playdates will be put
on the MOMSConnect Facebook page.
MOMSConnect can RSVP on Facebook at
MOMSConnect at Union for the monthly meetings.
Please let us know if you are coming and how many
children will be coming.

Mural by MOMSConnect – Moms
have been working on the mural
in the preschool room. We
cannot wait to show you when it is
completed.

On Sunday, June 2, we will be going to Bel
Air Bowl from 11:30 – 2:00. We will leave
after Sunday School and eat at the snack
bar. We will cover the price of the snack
bar. The price to bowl is $4.00, which
includes shoes and two games. We are
inviting Junior and Senior High to attend with us. Please
RSVP by Sunday, May 26 at donna@unionumc.org or text
me at 618-719-7315.
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
June 14 - Executive Board at Four Fountains
July 12 - Deborah Circle at Four Fountains
August 14 - Executive Board followed by general
meeting
August 17 - Granny's Attic; set up August 16
ELIZABETH CIRCLE:
Please save the date for our outing on June 18th.
We're going to Josephine's in Godfrey. Our reservation
is at 11:15 am. Carl has graciously agreed to drive us
in the church bus. We will gather in the upper parking
lot at 9:30 and leave at 9:45 am. Please let me know if
you want a spot on the bus. Looking forward to our
time together.

Julie Altman
618-235-6940

SonSurf VBS
Sunday, July 29 - Friday, August 2nd
6-8:00 pm
Free

Visitation and Other Good Stuff
with Dr. Joe Scheets

Leadership has become like some people define good art:
they can’t define it, but they know it when they see it.

CELEBRATE SPRING
LUNCH

I’ve noticed that we run into trouble in our churches when
we pull one thread from popular culture or business world
and try and weave a Christian tapestry with it. You’ve seen
that, too.
One of my heroes put it this way:
As Jesus ministers, so he wants us to minister. He wants
Peter to feed his sheep and care for them, not as
“professionals” who know their clients’ problems and
take care of them, but as vulnerable brothers and sisters
who know and are known, who care and are cared for,
who forgive and are being forgiven, who love and are
being loved.
Somehow we have come to believe that good leadership
requires a safe distance from those we are called to
lead. Medicine, psychiatry and social work all offer us
models in which “service” takes place in a one-way
direction. Someone serves, someone else is being
served, and be sure not to mix up the roles!
But how can anyone lay down his life for those with
whom he is not even allowed to enter into a deep
personal relationship? Laying down your life means
making your own faith and doubt, hope and despair, joy
and sadness, courage and fear available to others as
ways of getting in touch with the Lord of life.
Those are the words of the late great Henri Nouwen. May
they become true of each one of us, because you’re a
leader, too…as dangerous as that sounds…and as
dangerous as that is.
See you in worship, if not before! Yours in Christ,
Joe
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A Circuit Rider Comes to Belleville, 1819
Who was that man? He rode into town wearing a plain Quaker coat and a broad-brimmed hat. Taller than average, he
stood 5’11”. His frame was muscular, his eyes small, his eyebrows heavy, his nose large. And his name was Jesse
Haile. Tradition holds that he led the first Methodist service in Belleville in 1819.
Nothing is known of Haile’s background. He gained attention in 1813 when the Methodist Episcopal Church received
him provisionally as a minister. For the next 31 years he was a Methodist circuit rider, preaching in Illinois, Missouri,
Arkansas, Kentucky, and Indiana. As his obituarist observed, Haile’s itinerancy covered large, thinly populated areas,
where he was “beset by fatigue and exposure.” But “he was never heard to say ‘My work is hard.’” Like many of the
early Methodist clergy, he did not marry, “deeming it his duty to give to the Church his whole time and effort.” When
he died in Nashville, Illinois, in 1844, after attending the annual church conference, his worldly goods consisted of his
horse, saddle and bridle, and several books. Yet he felt rewarded, “breaking out into triumphant shouts of praise” on
his deathbed.
During 1818-1819, Jesse Haile was presiding elder (the equivalent of a district superintendent) of the Illinois District.
Belleville was under his jurisdiction. His sermon to Bellevilleans has not survived, but the contours of his faith are
known. “Believing Methodism to be the divinely appointed agency for the conversion of the world, he was strict in
observing and enforcing” every doctrine. “In his preaching he feared not to tell men plainly that they were sinners, and
that if they did not repent they would go to hell.” Haile “believed that to insure heaven, the Christian must be crucified
to the world.” Deviation from the doctrine of infant baptism, or failure to follow church guidance against drinking or the
wearing of ostentatious apparel brought a resolute response. When he identified unacceptable behavior he worked
with the failing church member “until he had either effected a reformation or the expulsion of the offender from the
Church." Nowhere was Haile’s ministerial leadership more evident than in Arkansas. He was an ardent abolitionist
and removed unrepentant slaveholders from church membership. To
proslave Arkansans, his tenure in the state was known as the “hail storm.”
In Belleville, Haile found a sympathetic audience, especially from settlers
who had arrived from Botetourt County, in western Virginia, in 1818.
Many of them had become Methodists in the 1790s during the religious
revivals of the Second Great Awakening.
The Methodists in Belleville followed the example of John Wesley and held
weekly class meetings. As described in the Methodist Book of Discipline,
“The class was a company seeking the power of godliness, united in order
to pray together … and to watch over one another in love, that [members]
may help each other to work out their salvation.” The classes, most often
met in private homes. Worship services led by circuit riders and lay
ministers often were held in homes too, until 1831, when donations from
as far away as Maryland made possible construction of Belleville’s first
dedicated church building. The Methodists shared it with other
denominations. It was known as the “Old Brick Church.” In 1836, the
annual conference assigned a resident pastor to the church in Belleville,
officially establishing the congregation that would become Union United
Methodist Church.
Jesse Haile reflected the fervor of the early itinerant pastors of a new
denomination in a still raw land. In the words of Peter Cartwright, a more
famous circuit rider, it was men like Haile “who set the world on fire,”
bringing religion and civility to the young American nation. Methodism in
Belleville traces its origins to the work of Haile 200 years ago.
Sunday, May 12, 2019

Archives Task Force
revision of an article originally published in Tidings in 2009

The Outreach Committee thanks all who purchased Bridge
Bread before and after the service on May 12. The sales were
slightly down, but we are attributing that to Mother's Day. We
hope to see the sales go back up in July, when we will have
the table set up again. This is a very worthwhile endeavor, and
we are proud to assist in this mission. Thanks again, and I am
planning to see my people in July at my "station."
With God's assistance,
Larry Mueller
Outreach Chairperson

ARE YOU GRADUATING? Eighth grade, twelfth
grade and college . .
Please submit information to the
church office: name of student,
school, and grade. If high school,
what are the plans for fall; if
college/university/grad school: the school and
degree. Recognition will be on Sunday, June 9.
Please include which service you will be attending.
Please email to sheri@unionumc.org by Tuesday,
June 4.
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New Sermon Series Begins —Beginning May 19 and running through June 23, Pastor Harvey will begin a sermon
series on the book of James (except Carrie’s last Sunday, June 2). Here is some background to the book of James, a
short book of only five chapters.
While James did not specifically identify himself as to which “James” he was (James 1:1), the author is widely thought
to be James, the half-brother of Jesus. James was not a follower of Jesus during the Savior’s time on earth (Mark 3:21
–35; John 7:5) but eventually became an apostle in the vein of Paul, as one who had seen and believed the Lord postresurrection (1 Corinthians 15:7; Galatians 1:19). After witnessing the Lord’s resurrected body, James became one of
the leaders of the church at Jerusalem. Peter singled him out among the other Christians there following Peter’s
miraculous release from prison (Acts 12:17). James made the deciding speech at the Jerusalem Council (15:13–22),
and Paul called James one of the pillars of the church (Galatians 2:9).
James likely wrote his letter in AD 45–48.
The book of James looks a bit like the Old Testament book of Proverbs dressed up in New Testament clothes. Its
consistent focus on practical action in the life of faith is reminiscent of the Wisdom Literature in the Old Testament,
encouraging God’s people to act like God’s people. The pages of James are filled with direct commands to pursue a
life of holiness. He makes no excuses for those who do not measure up. In the mind of this early church leader,
Christians evidence their faith by walking in certain ways and not others. For James, a faith that does not produce real
life change is a faith that is worthless (James 2:17). (https://www.insight.org/resources/bible/the-general-epistles/james)
Here are the Scriptures and the sermon titles for this series:
May 19
May 26
June 2
June 9
June 16
June 23

It’s Cool in the Furnace
Mother’s Day program

James 1:14-19,22-25
James 2:1-7
Rev. Carrie Carnes
James 4:1-3, 11-12
James 5:7-11
James 5:13-16

“Do It!”
“How We Treat One Another”
“Doing Church”
“Waiting in Suffering”
“The Power of Prayer”
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MUSIC TIDINGS


to our children's choir, director Julie
Petraborg, Gail Long, and all those who
helped make "It’s Cool in the Furnace" such
a wonderful presentation in worship on May
12th!



to our handbell choirs and director, Bonnie
Moncelli, for the lovely music played for our
worship services.



to all those in the Sanctuary Choir who
donated their time and talents to appear in
the joint Patriotic Concert at St. Paul's UCC
on May 19th!

"O give thanks to the Lord, call on
his name, make known his deeds
among the peoples! Sing to him,
sing praises to him, tell of all his
wonderful works! Glory in his holy
name; let the hearts of those who seek
the Lord rejoice!"
Psalm 105:1-3

SUNDAY, MAY 26
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem:
"They'll Know We Are Christians"- arr. Larson
with flutist
Rev. Gaither's sermon:
"How We Treat One Another", James 2:1-7

11 am - "Crosswalk"

SUNDAY, JUNE 2
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem - "O Living Bread of Heaven"
Rev. Carrie Carnes preaching
Communion
11 am - "Crosswalk"

