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“Servanthood” I watched a recent news story about the day Warren
Buffet and Bill Gates spent some time working behind the counter at Dairy
Queen. These are two of the richest people in the world, but Mr. Buffet
happens to own the Dairy Queen Company so I don’t think there was a
problem in hiring the two for a day!
But, as I watched, I was thinking to myself that neither one of them would
ever have to do that kind of work again in their lives, even if they had
sometime in their past. Warren Buffet said that the original owner of Dairy
Queen, Sherb Noble (first DQ was in Joliet, Il by the way), sold the
company to Mr. Buffet because he felt comfortable with how he felt
Warren would run it.
But all of it had me thinking about the many times Jesus spoke about his own servanthood and
how we as his disciples were to be servants as well. Jesus told us often that the way in the
Kingdom of God was through servanthood, that real leadership was serving, not demanding or
lording over others.
John 12:26 “Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will
honor the one who serves me.”
Matthew 23:11
“The greatest among you will be a servant.”
I was a waiter in college and I learned that there were some people who looked at my position as
a place of lowliness and treated me accordingly. Then there were those people who treated me
as their equal and treated me that way. I still go out of my way today to treat everyone the same
because of those lessons and because of Jesus’ call on my life to serve.
Jon Bloom writes in his article “Five Marks of a Servant Leader” these five characteristics of a
servant leader are:
1. The servant leader seeks the glory of his or her master - point to God, not yourself
2, The servant leader as servant leader sacrificially seeks the highest joy of those he serves.
In other words, others come before you.
3. A servant leader will forgo his rights rather than obscure the gospel. Christ comes first, not
last.
4. A servant leader is not preoccupied with personal visibility and recognition. When you do
something for others, don’t “toot your own horn!”
5. A servant leader anticipates and graciously accepts the time for his decrease.
Bloom writes on this, “Sometimes a leader is the first to recognize his season’s end, sometimes
others recognize it first, and sometimes God lets a season end unjustly for purposes a leader
can’t understand at the time. But a servant leader graciously yields his role for the good of
Christ’s cause, because his identity and trust are not in his calling, but in his Christ.”
How do you treat others? How do you see others who may have jobs that seem beneath you?
How have you been treated in your own life?

Harvey
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Every Tuesday, 9:30 am
Prayers and Perspiration
McKinley Hall
Second Wednesday 10:30
am
United Methodist Women
McKinley Center
(no meetings January,
June, July, and November)
Third Wednesday 5:30 pm
United Methodist Men
Krause Room
Every Thursday 9:00 am
Krause Room
Junior Church
(Kindergarten – 4th Grade)
Junior Church is held during
the 9:00 am worship service
Each Wednesday
Horticulture
8:00 am, Coffee
Grimm and Gorly
324 E. Main, Belleville
9:00 am, Church
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THE SECOND
MONDAY
BREAKFAST GROUP

July 8

Round Table Cafe

6401 West Main, Belleville

First Time Visitor, June- July

June 16
June 23
June 30
July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28

Primary Team

Alternate Team

John & Linda Gray
Dick Frette & Jerry Sauerwein
Kent & Susan McVety
Dan & Laura Nollman
Marlene Frazer & Sue Davis
Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol
Don & Connie Stein

Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol
Don & Connie Stein
Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier
John & Linda Gray
Dick Frette & Jerry Sauerwein
Kent & Susan McVety
Dan & Laura Nollman

We need your reservations, so please
call Sheri, 233-6375 or
e-mail her at sheri@unionumc.org

Cardinals vs. Cubs! Tuesday, July 30, 7:15 pm

Blood Drive
Wednesday
July 31
3:30 pm - 6:30 pm
Krause Room

Tidings
Union United Methodist Church
721 East Main Street
Belleville, Illinois 62220
618-233-6375

Join us to celebrate the greatest rivalry in baseball AND to
raise money to build wells and bring clean water to the
extreme poor in Africa. These Infield Pavilion seats are
only $25 each (face value $40) and a portion of each
ticket will be donated to Marion Medical Mission, a local
non-profit which has built over 35,000 wells since 1990.
Tickets are available from Joe Milton, Phone (618) 235-5344
or joseph.milton@att.net and from Sheri in the church office. Checks payable
to "Union UMC". Deadline to purchase is July 7!
Learn more about Marion Medical Mission at www.mmmwater.org

We would like to add some people to our Greeter List.
This is another wonderful opportunity to volunteer a small
amount of time to help continue to make our church a
friendly place of worship.
It entails one Sunday every 3 or 4 months or so. You
are notified in advance.
If this is something you could help with or would like
more information, please call Pearl Spies, 234-1440, or the church office.
Your help would be greatly appreciated.

Thel Lemons, Editor
chefthel@aol.com
Greeters, June - July

Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither
DATE

NARTHEX

WELCOME CENTER

EAST MAIN

June 16

Cheryl Lanke

Joe & Janet Lanius

Thom & Jane Peters

June 23

Sandy Kuehn

Charles & LeAnna
Kaemmerer

Bob & Dorothy Inman

June 30

Jolene Wallis

Dan & Laura Nollman

Jerry Sauerwein
Kathy Underwood

July 7

Bette Miller
Frette

Tom & Betty Sheeler

Bill & Joan Juergens

(10:00 am):

July 14

Barb Cleland

Jack & Carolyn Burke

Don & Connie Stein

June 24

July 21

Jenny Johnson

Bob & Joyce
Dintelmann

Gary & Marvina Lee

July 8, 22

July 28

Nancy Weston

Mike & Sue Engel

Jim & Thel Lemons

The Tidings is published bi-monthly.
The copy deadline is generally on the
second and fourth Mondays, 10:00 am.
Contributors may attach copy to email
or place it in the editor’s mailbox in the
church office.

Upcoming Tidings deadlines
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JOURNEY UMC
DR. JOE SCHEETS
900 NORTH STATE STREET
FREEBURG, IL 62243
618-710-0224
WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG
Continuing the Journey
What’s Happening in Freeburg
Lots of fun things happening recently…
Celebration of graduates:
8th grade – Daniel Obernuefemann (Smithton), Noah Peterman (Freeburg), and Camden Willett (Smithton) – they
will all go to high school together at Freeburg!
High school – Abbie Burke, Allison Etter, Kinleigh Peterman, Molly Twenhoefel, and Carolyn Wendel (all Freeburg)
College – Christine Lippert-Scronce received her Bachelor of Arts in Pastoral Leadership with a minor in Biblical
Studies from Ohio Christian University. Kyle Reaka received his Masters of Divinity from Louisville
Presbyterian Theological Seminary
An amazing anniversary: Roland & Elsie Heidenreich celebrated their 70 th wedding anniversary at a post worship
reception at Journey with their family.
A birth: Charles Ruger Thompson was born to Abby & Dustin Thompson on June 7 th. He joins big brother Remington.
Since Remington was an extreme preemie (who is doing great!) in 2016, we are thankful that Charles stayed inside of
mama a lot longer!
A new member: Chris Domingos transferred her membership to Union / Journey on June 9 th.
AND, as if all that isn’t enough, we got to wear PaRtY hats on June 9th in celebration of Pentecost – the birthday of the
church!

“Cathy O.”

Cathy Obernuefemann
Interim Praise Band Leader

Mark Your Calendar:
June 30: We had such a great time at Walton’s Ice Cream & More in Smithton on June 2nd that we decided to have
another such event right next door to Journey at Dairy Queen of Freeburg. That will take place on Sunday, June 30 th,
also at 5pm.
Every Week
Sunday:
9:30 a.m. Worship
6pm Junior High at Union (taking off for Father’s Day and the following Sunday for mission trip)
6pm Senior High at Journey (taking off for Father’s Day)

Pearl Spies, a long- time volunteer at Memorial Hospital, was honored for serving the hospital more than 16,000
hours! Pearl, a charter member of the auxiliary, helped raise money for Memorial Hospital of Belleville to be built, by
canvassing the community for donations.
She has served as president and chairperson for various committees with the Auxiliary. She has also been involved
with every book bazaar since 1958.
At Union, we continually see Pearl’s willingness to help with benefit activities. We are thankful to have her as an
inspiration.
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July 7 is the next SCRIP order!

MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade)
Moms with young children: it is hard to find
time for yourself. If you have children ages 0 grade 5, we have created that time for you!

Summer Activities
Friday, June 21 – Splash Pad and
Playground at Schranz Park in Swansea; 6:00 pm
Sunday, July 28 – Friday, August 2:
Vacation Bible School: SonSurf – 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Wednesday, August 21 – First 2019-2020
MOMSConnect Meeting; 5:15 pm – 7:45 pm

Discontinued Retailers:
- Gymboree
- Crazy 8
- Payless Shoes
- Whole Foods
MOMSConnect is excited to announce our new SCRIP
co-coordinators are Stephanie Pierce and Diana Hill. For
any SCRIP questions, please email
momsconnectatunion@gmail.com.
Sunday, July 7 is the next order date. All orders are
collected (check or exact cash) between 10:00-11:00 at the
Welcome Desk. Please visit shopwithscrip.com for a full list
of retailers. Cards will be delivered on July 14.

MOMSConnect
Kids on the Go - (1st - 4th Grade)

Informal/Spontaneous playdates will be put
on the MOMSConnect Facebook page.
MOMSConnect can RSVP on Facebook at
MOMSConnect at Union for the monthly meetings.
Please let us know if you are coming and how many
children will be coming.

The pre-school room mural has been completed by
MOMSConnect moms and Marvina Lee. Let the
Children Come is the theme. The silhouettes are of
some of our children and the silhouette of Jesus was
Danny Nollman. Thank you to everyone for making
this beautiful project happen. Please stop by the preschool Sunday School room and take a look.

The children are invited to attend
SunSurf Beach Bash
Vacation Bible School
July 28-August 2
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
June 14 - Executive Board at Four Fountains
July 12 - Deborah Circle at Four Fountains
August 14 - Executive Board followed by general
meeting
August 17 - Granny's Attic; set up August 16
ELIZABETH CIRCLE:
Please save the date for our outing on June 18th.
We're going to Josephine's in Godfrey. Our reservation
is at 11:15 am. Carl has graciously agreed to drive us
in the church bus. We will gather in the upper parking
lot at 9:30 and leave at 9:45 am. Please let me know if
you want a spot on the bus. Looking forward to our
time together.
Julie Altman
618-235-6940
DEBORAH CIRCLE:
Deborah Circle will not be having their regular monthly
meeting in June. Instead we will be meeting for lunch
on Wednesday, June 19, at Fletcher’s Restaurant at
the old Clinton Hills Golf Course on Old Collinsville
Road. We will meet at 11:30 am at the restaurant.
Visitors are always welcome. Come and join us for an
enjoyable time.
MIRIAM CIRCLE:
Will meet for lunch at 11:30 am on Friday, June 28 at
Fletcher’s on Old Collinsville Road (formerly Clinton
Hills). The telephone committee will contact members
for their reservations. Visitors are always welcome but
are asked to contact Marvina Lee by Monday, June 24
(618-236-6374 or marvey@charter.net.) Join us for
food and fellowship

KOTG and Junior High Bowling Fun

WOMEN OF THE
CHURCH
Do you love to read?
Are You Looking to add
some variety to your selections?
The UMW has a wonderful library located near
McKinley Hall with many fascinating books
available to borrow. You can even sign up to be
part of the Reading Program which has recently
begun for the year and “going strong” with 12
readers so far.
You may pick up a packet of information at the
Welcome Desk, or in the library to explain more
about the Reading Program and /or call Patti
Brooks at 618-420-9678
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Visitation and Other Good Stuff
with Dr. Joe Scheets
As I write this, our Lay Members and our pastors are getting ready to go to Annual Conference in Peoria, June 6-8. By
the time you’re reading this, that event will be history.
And as a friend from the East Coast would say, “And SUCH a history, I’m TELLING you now!” In this instance, that’s
not an overstatement.
Our denomination is at a crossroads and taking our churches along for the ride. Unfortunately, it promises to be a
bumpy one.

Andrew C. Thompson is a younger-than-me colleague who summarizes much quite well this way --This year marks the 275th year since John Wesley first gathered Methodists in conference back in 1744. When I go to
my annual conference next week, I will go proud to carry on that tradition.
We are facing major difficulties in the church right now, and they aren't going away. Like every pastor I know, I am
attempting to lead in a way that keeps everyone on board the ship while we navigate through difficult waters.
I don't post a lot on social media about the upheaval in the church or the issues around marriage, sexual ethics,
biblical interpretation, and theological anthropology that lie at the heart of the current disagreements. I simply don't
think social media is a great venue for actual, constructive conversation. I have, however, had a lot of one-on-one
conversations with people over lunch, in my office, and on the phone---all of which I think are better ways to foster real
relationships!
I have given my entire adult life over to the service of Jesus Christ in the church. For me, that has always
been in the United Methodist Church. I love the church, and I love her people. I love my congregation and all I
want is for us to grow in grace together and serve the Lord through mission in the world. Regardless of the
"fighting without, and fears within" (2 Cor 7:5), it is wonderful to be able to join together with God's people
each and every week. I relish it.
So I am going to saddle up my horse and ride down to conference next week. It will be my 19th annual conference
since I graduated from seminary, and the 275th since Wesley answered the call of God to gather believers together to
ask the questions, "What should we teach? How should we teach? And what should we be doing?" There is
kingdom-building work to do, and so we press on. Thanks be to God.
--- See? He says so much and so well.
No matter the outcome of this year’s Annual Conference and next year’s General Conference, I believe that God is
still in business.
When I retired in 2017 after 40 years under Full Time Appointment in our system, I was asked where I see God at
work. My answer today is the same as it was then: “in the people who are The United Methodist Church.” That
includes you.
Meet me back here next time so we can think together about a song that keeps pointing us in the right direction.
Meanwhile, it’s an honor being in ministry with you!
Yours in Christ,
Joe.
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Granny’s Attic Rummage Sale
Saturday, August 17
8 am - Noon

The proceeds of this sale will be given to UMW missions. Any items left
from the sale will be donated to other thrift stores in the area. If you
are interested in helping UMW with our rummage sale, please consider
donating.
What do you need to do? Start gathering your gently used items
such as purses, jewelry, vases, dishes, baskets, wall décor, holiday decorations, picture frames,
mirrors, pillow cases, curtains, craft items, books, silverware, stuffed animas, small household items,
etc. Please price them before donating — $.25 to $10.00.
We WILL NOT ACCEPT large appliances (washers, dryers, etc.), furniture of any kind, televisions,
lawn mowers, tillers, computers or printers. NO clothing, shoes, Christmas trees or bicycles.
All items must be priced before they are received at the church. A suggested price list will be
available during the coffee fellowship beginning May 5.
If you have any questions, please contact Judy Brindley, 530-9762; Julie Altman, 235-6940; or any
member of the Elizabeth Circle.

SUITCASES GALORE!
Mary Philip recently delivered 37 pieces of
“Luggage for Foster Children” to Diane Parker of the
Illinois DCFS in East St. Louis. Diane was happy to
receive the tote bags, backpacks, and different sizes
of suitcases, each filled with a stuffed animal and a
child’s book.
Many thanks go to Mark Walz, Karen Milton,
and many others who have donated to this worthwhile
mission. Over the last several years we have donated
to Caritas, Lutheran Family Services, Spero of Mount
Vernon, and DCFS in Belleville and East St. Louis.
When children are moved to a foster home, they have
the luggage for their belongings rather that a plastic
bag, which many have had to use.
Anyone who has new or used luggage, totes,
or backpacks to donate should drop the items off to
Sheri in the church office for Mary to collect.

Summer is here! As the temperatures rise, so does the need to
hand out water with our sack lunches. Please grab a case or two
and bring in to the church office or bring it with you to church on
Sunday. Thank you!

In an effort to conserve paper and lower expenses, we have been emailing our Tidings to some members
at their requests. We would like to offer that service to anyone that would like us to email the Tidings to
them and discontinue their regular mail service.
In addition if you would no longer like to receive the Tidings, please let us know and we can remove you
from the list.
Please email sheri@unionumc.org if you would like to make either of these changes to your Tidings.
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MUSIC TIDINGS

SonSurf VBS

"It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
to sing praises to thy name, O Most
High; to declare thy steadfast love in
the morning, and thy faithfulness
by night, to the music of the lute and
the harp, to the melody of the lyre.
For thou, O Lord, hast made me glad
by thy work; at the works of thy hands I sing for Joy."
Psalm 92:1-4

Sunday, July 29 - Friday, August 2nd
6-8:00 pm
Free

SUNDAY, JUNE 16
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem:
"Down to the River to Pray"- Curry
with bass, percussion, and violin;
And “Ashokan Farewell” on violin
Rev. Gaither's sermon:
"Waiting in Suffering", James 5:7-11

Union’s 70th Anniversary

I am still looking for volunteers to serve
on the committee for the 70th Anniversary
of Union in 2020. We have begun with
our history moments but there is still a lot
of planning and fun stuff to get ready for
as we approach 2020. If you would like
to serve, please contact Pastor Harvey at
the church office or email him at
Harvey@unionumc.org. Thanks!!!

11 am - "Crosswalk"

SUNDAY, JUNE 23
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem - "Sing Praise to God With One
Accord" Haydn
Rev. Gaither's sermon:
"The Power of Prayer", James 5:13-16
11 am - "Crosswalk"

