
   

The grass keeps growing. I mean the grass in my yard continues to 
grow and grow and grow. The rain continues and the grass keeps 
growing! I know that eventually the rains will slow and the grass will 
begin to stop growing. And all the rain and my grass growing are not 
even “something” in comparison to the flooding and the farmers’ 
woes. I know that. Growing much of anything takes water, doesn’t 
it? So, I shouldn’t be surprised that my grass continues.  
 
I have noticed in my own walk with Jesus that it takes work to grow. 
Have you noticed that? There are a lot of ways to continue to grow 
in Christ. Here are three suggestions: 
 
1) Read and continue to read God’s Word. The Bible is the unfolding 

story of God and God’s work in this world. And the Bible is a great place not only to learn 
about God and God’s love for the world and for you; but it is also a place to learn how to grow 
to be the person you were born to be. Forget those self-help books, the Bible is a great 
learning tool for growth in Christ! You know how the water makes that grass grow. The Bible 
will shower your faith as you begin to read it. You don’t have to sit down and read it cover to 
cover.  Get yourself a One-Year Bible or a great devotional and begin studying God’s love 
story for humanity. As you immerse yourself in God’s story, you will soon see your own story in 
it, and then you will grow in Christ.  
 
2) The second way to grow in Christ is to take part in the Body of Christ. If you only attend 
church on Sunday and that is the only connection you have to your church, then you need to 
think about ways you can get yourself more involved in the work of the body. You may have 
great faith. Unless you put that faith into action, it is really a shallow faith that doesn’t reflect 
the life that Jesus wants you to live! When you find yourself doing for others, then you will grow 
in Christ.  
 
3) The third way to grow in Christ is to bear fruit. Jesus tells us that we will be known by our 
love and by our faith. Paul says, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no 
law.” (Galatians 5:22–23) When such fruit begins to manifest itself in our lives, we will grow in 
Christ. The more we look and act like Christ, the more we ARE like Christ.  
 
It takes work daily to grow in Christ through these three things and doing more and more 
things that reflect Jesus’ life. But I find that as I grow in Christ and His likeness, I grow as a 
person as well.                           

                        Harvey  
   

70th Anniversary Celebration  
 

Union UMC turns 70 years old next year (2020) and we already hearing about its rich and 
beautiful history with our last two history moments on Nathan Hale and our connection to 
Scott Air Force Base. There are more history moments to come! 
 
We will begin planning for a great day of celebration on Sept. 20, 2020 (Save that Date!) 
with a meeting on July 9, at 6:30 pm in the church office. At that meeting we will begin 
our brainstorming on how we can make Sept. 20th a great day of celebration as we 
remember 70 years of ministry and look forward to many more years to come! 
 
If you have already volunteered to be on this committee, please plan on attending July 
9th, and if you would like to help, join us then!  

“Developing Followers of Jesus Christ to Serve the World”  
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Music Tidings 

  

Every Tuesday, 9:30 am 

Prayers and Perspiration 

McKinley Hall 

 

Second Wednesday 10:30 

am 

United Methodist Women 

McKinley Center 

(no meetings January, 

June, July, and November) 

 

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm 

United Methodist Men 

Krause Room  

 

Every Thursday 9:00 am  

Krause Room 

 

Junior Church 

 (Kindergarten – 4th Grade) 

Junior Church is held during 

the 9:00 am worship service 

 

Each Wednesday 

Horticulture 

 8:00 am, Coffee 

Grimm and Gorly 

324 E. Main, Belleville 

9:00 am, Church 

Union United Methodist Church, Belleville, IL                                      June 27, 2019 
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Tidings 
 Union United Methodist Church 

721 East Main Street  
Belleville, Illinois 62220                                               

618-233-6375  
  

Thel Lemons, Editor     
chefthel@aol.com 

 
Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither 

The Tidings is published bi-monthly. 
The copy deadline is generally on the 

second and fourth Mondays, 10:00 am. 
 

Contributors may attach copy to email 
or place it in the editor’s mailbox in the 

church office.  

Upcoming Tidings deadlines 

(10:00 am):   

  July 8, 22 

August  5, 19 

THE SECOND 

MONDAY 

BREAKFAST GROUP 
 

July 8 
 

Round Table 
6401 West Main, Belleville 

 
We need your reservations, so please 

call Sheri, 233-6375 or  

e-mail her at sheri@unionumc.org 

Greeters, June-July   

 DATE NARTHEX WELCOME CENTER EAST MAIN 

June 30 Jolene Wallis Dan & Laura Nollman 
Jerry Sauerwein 

Kathy Underwood 

July 7 
Bette Miller 

Frette  
Tom & Betty Sheeler   Bill and Joan Juergens 

July 14 Barb Cleland Jack & Carolyn Burke Jim & Thel Lemons 

July 21 Jenny Johnson 
Joyce & Bob 
Dintelmann 

Gary & Marvina Lee 

July 28 Nancy Weston Mike & Sue Engel Don & Connie Stein 

First Time Visitors, June - July 

    Primary Team         Alternate Team  

June 30    Kent & Susan McVety     Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier 
July 7    Dan & Laura Nollman     John & Linda Gray 
July 14   Marlene Frazer & Sue Davis   Dick Frette & Jerry Sauerwein 
July 21   Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol   Kent & Susan McVety 
July 28   Don & Connie Stein     Dan & Laura Nollman 

Cardinals vs. Cubs!  Tuesday, July 30, 7:15 pm 
 
Join us to celebrate the greatest rivalry in baseball AND to 
raise money to build wells and bring clean water to the 
extreme poor in Africa. These Infield Pavilion seats are only 
$25 each (face value $40) and a portion of each ticket will 
be donated to Marion Medical Mission, a local non-profit 
which has built over 35,000 wells since 1990. 
 
Tickets are available from Joe Milton, Phone (618) 235-5344 
or joseph.milton@att.net and from Sheri in the church office.  Checks payable 
to "Union UMC".  Deadline to purchase is July 7! 
 
Learn more about Marion Medical Mission at www.mmmwater.org 

Quilts of Valor were awarded by Turkey Hill Grange to three Veterans. Standing are 
Julie Heberer and Mary Beth Lee, makers of the quilts and Dick Frette, Grange 
President. Seated from left to right: Jerry Hemmer, WWII USMC; Kenneth Joseph, 
Vietnam era USN; Glenn Holtz, WWII USA. All are Grange members except Glenn 
Holtz.      
                  Photo by David Philip 

mailto:sheri@UnionUMC.org
mailto:joseph.milton@att.net
http://www.mmmwater.org/
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JOURNEY UMC  
DR. JOE SCHEETS 

900 NORTH STATE STREET  
FREEBURG, IL 62243  

618-710-0224   WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG 

Continuing the Journey 
What’s Happening in Freeburg 

 
This came to me during a recent prayer time: 
 
I want to have a heart like David.  But I don’t want to 
be the object of someone’s jealousy, live in a cave 
under threat of death, or lose a child. 
 
I want to have the wisdom of Solomon, but I don’t 
want to be responsible for a nation. 
 
I want to have the character of Joseph, but I don’t 
want to be rejected by my family, thrown in a pit, sold 
as a slave, accused of a crime, or serve time in jail. 
 
I want to be appointed like Esther to help others, but I 
don’t want to be a sex object or need permission to 
speak. 
 
Are you with me? 
 
Thankfully, God hasn’t called us to be any of those 
people.  He has called me to be me.  He has called 
you to be you. 
 

“Cathy O.” 
Cathy Obernuefemann 

Interim Praise Band Leader 

Events: 

June 29: The Senior High is going to Ronald 

McDonald House at 7:30 a.m. 

June 30: We had such a great time at Walton’s Ice 

Cream & More in Smithton on June 2
 
that we decided 

to have another such event right next door to Journey 

at Dairy Queen of Freeburg on Sunday, June 30, 5 

pm. 

Every Week 

Sunday: 
9:30 am Worship 
6 pm   Junior High at Union 
6 pm   Senior High at Journey 

 

 

Ca-ri-tas (kar e tas) n. “charity or love; an unlimited loving 
kindness toward others.” 

Our third annual Caritas Day will take place Wednesday, 
July 31, 2019, the 72nd anniversary of our 
incorporation as a nonprofit agency. Caritas Day is a 
celebration of the numerous successes experienced by the 
thousands of individuals, children and families that we’ve 
served over the years, and a day of giving in support of 
those who need our services today. 

Everyone can participate in Caritas Day by making 
a monetary gift to benefit the services provided by the 
agency, by volunteering their time and talents, and/or by 
taking the Caritas Calendar Challenge to stock our client 
Resource Center! 

Ways you can participate in Caritas Day 2019: 
 
1) Attend the Ribbon Cutting and Open House: 

11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Regional Office 

321 S. 10th St., Mt. Vernon, IL 62864 
Refreshments will be served 

 
2. Make an online donation on July 31, 2019. Then follow 
us on Facebook for updates and exciting news throughout 
the day! 
 
3. Participate in the Caritas Calendar Challenge to help 
stock the Resource Center!  Donations will be accepted 
July 31st from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. at any Caritas 
location.  If you are unable to drop off an item but want to 
help, check out our wish list on Amazon.com!  The 
Resource Center provides needed essentials for clients in 
ALL our programs and regions. 
 
4. Volunteer for one of our Caritas Day events or projects. 
Contact our Volunteer Coordinator at 618-213-8716 for 
more information. 

Just a short note this month to thank the May donors to the Food Pantry!  Thanks to Bob 
Brunkow, Bob and Dorothy Inman, Linda Moyer, Ann Braun, Kathryn Grissom, Geraldine 
Thomas and Virginia Voelkel.  There was also a donation in memory of Charlie Kaemmerer. 
And thanks to our faithful workers who get the bags ready, hand out food on Mondays and 
Fridays, and organize and straighten the shelves. And, of course, to Sarah Lanxon for 
shopping for the pantry.  We received so much food from the District 118 Food Drive that we 
had no room for the Postal Workers Food drive! Thanks for your continued support.  You all 
help many people with your donations of food, time and money.   

Kay MacIntire 

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E160085&id=20
https://caritasfamilysolutions.org/help/volunteer/
https://caritasfamilysolutions.org/caritascalendar/
http://bit.ly/2sx4WQt
https://www.facebook.com/CaritasFS/
https://caritasfamilysolutions.org/caritascalendar/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/?ie=UTF8&cid=A1YZLPVVKXX2Y6
https://www.volgistics.com/ex/portal.dll/od?from=369554
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Union Ministers to the Boys at Scott 
 

“Scott Field people are invited to make this their church home while away from their home church.”                              
                                  Sign on Union Methodist Church, 1953 

  
This Week Magazine, the Sunday newspaper supplement, reported to the nation in 1950 that Belleville was one of 
the worst “soldier towns” in the country. In response, Union Methodist Church became a willing partner in mending 
relations between Scott Air Force Base and the civilian community.  Union’s involvement was a component of the 
church’s mission outreach.      
 
In the late 1940s, relations between Belleville area civilians and service members had deteriorated.  Churches shared 
in the blame. Fred W. Schwarzlose, chairman of the Belleville Ministerial Alliance and First Methodist’s last pastor, 
observed that “church people who worked so hard to help soldier morale during the war let down completely when 
hostilities came to an end.”  Scott Air Force Base had become a training base for the new Air Force just before the 
outbreak of the Korean Conflict in 1950. Through its gates passed legions of young, largely unattached, airmen. Many 
airmen complained that while the locals were happy to take their money, civilians did not want to associate with them. 
The airmen felt they were being exploited by high rents and prices and by shoddy service in the city.   Towns people 
complained of rowdiness and hooliganism.          
 
Civic and military leaders joined forces to improve relations and developed the “Belleville Plan” in 1950—the same 
year that First Methodist and Jackson Street Methodist churches united to form Union.   The best-known features of 
the plan are the Belle Scott Committee (whose recent and current members from Union include Jack Schmitt, Scott 
Givens, Lary Eckert, Ed Weston, Fred Baltz and Bob Dintelmann) and the Belle Scott Dinner.  Less familiar is the role 
that churches and other local institutions played in making the community a more welcoming place for airmen.                                                                             
  
Union developed a ministry for the “Boys at Scott.”  Saturday evening was designated as “Armed Forces Night.”  It 
was a time for recreation with members of the Methodist Youth Fellowship, the youth group known as the “MYF.”   
Ministerial students from McKendree (including Miley Palmer) directed this effort.   The Sunday evening program 
included devotions with the congregation, hymn singing, and a potluck.  The location of these activities was the 
basement of the Jackson Street church building.  Airmen were encouraged to attend Sunday services.   The pastors 
even wrote the parents of airmen who attended church to let them know that Union was there to serve their boys’ 
needs. Union members invited airmen into their homes for Sunday dinners and other occasions.  At the air base, 
Union sponsored recreation, and the ministers provided pastoral support. We do not know the spiritual consequences 
of the Union program, but the secular results were spectacular.  The CBS radio network reported on the improved 
conditions, and the Belleville Plan became the model for other communities located near military installations. 
 

Archives Task Force   
Presented by Bob Dintelmann on June 16, 2019 

Armed Forces Night 
Sunday Morning Worship 
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The Evangelism Committee is in great need of volunteers 
to help with the Tour de Belleville to be held on July 12, 
2019. The race begins and ends at Union and we need 
volunteers to help make sure we are good hosts for this 
great event. 
If you are interested please contact:  
Valerie Morgan Mikayla31004@yahoo.com 

Financial Update, as of 31 May 19 

 

         Budget  Received/Spent   Percent  Above/(Below) Budget 

UUMC Income   $793,293      $295,657      37.28          ($34,876) 

Other Income   $142,383        $58,762      41.27               ($563) 

Total Income   $935,676      $354,419     37.88          ($35,439) 

 

Expenses    $935,676      $375,653      40.15           $14,206 

 

Finances in 2019 have presented some challenges during this year.  Due to refinancing our bank loans, our debt 
retirement budget went up $33,740 this year.  We were able to reduce other areas of the budget by $16,500 to help 
reduce some of the financial burden.  We also received only 65 percent of our budget through pledges, which is 7-10 
percent lower than previous years.  Those who pledged have contributed 49.3 percent of the pledged amount, which is 
a positive response.  Through the end of May we have paid four and a half months of apportionments and added 
$6,250 to our building maintenance fund.  Slightly under 15 percent of our members continue to do online payments, 
which helps during the summer when families are on vacation, however, this is about five percent lower than previous 
years.  We expect some relief after July 1 as a result of Pastor Carrie's moving.  With the summer months and family 
vacations upon us, please continue to give as you travel.  We continue to serve 12-15 dozen sack lunches every 
week.  The food pantry is open every Monday and Friday to serve those in need.  Ministry does not stop for the 
summer, so please give.  Online giving is a very simple, easy way to ensure the church is able to continue ministry 
during this time. 

For any questions about our finances, you can contact me, Keith Dintelmann, Chairperson of the Finance Committee, 
or Pastor Harvey at any time.  For individual questions about your pledge, contributions or other specific details, 
contact Bunny VonBokel, our Comptroller. 

Dick Frette, Treasurer 

There's a legend about a rabbi who welcomed a 
weary traveler into his home for the night. After 
learning that his guest was almost 100 years old, the 
rabbi asked about his religious beliefs. The man 
replied, "I'm an atheist." The rabbi ordered the man 
out of his house, and the elderly man hobbled out 
into the darkness.  
 
The rabbi then heard the voice of God saying, "Son, 
why did you throw that old man out?" 
 
"Because he is an atheist, and I cannot endure him 
overnight!" 
 
The voice replied, "I have endured him for almost 
100 years." The rabbi rushed out, brought the old 
man back, and treated him with kindness.  
  

Shared by Holly Wood on Facebook 

Help me always to speak the truth quietly 
To listen with an open mind  

when others speak,  
and to remember the peace  

that may be found in silence 
 

—A Cherokee Prayer 

Blessed are the merciful; for 
they shall obtain mercy. 

Matthew 5:7 

mailto:Mikayla31004@yahoo.com
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MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade) 
Moms with young children: it is hard to find 
time for yourself.  If you have children ages 0 - 
grade 5, we have created that time for you!   

 

Summer Activities  
 
 
Sunday, July 28 – Friday, August 2: 
Vacation Bible School: SonSurf – 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
 
Wednesday, August 21 – First 2019-2020 
MOMSConnect Meeting; 5:15 pm – 7:45 pm 

  
Informal/Spontaneous playdates will be put  

on the MOMSConnect Facebook page. 
 
 
MOMSConnect can RSVP on Facebook at 
MOMSConnect at Union for the monthly meetings. 
Please let us know if you are coming and how many 
children will be coming. 

Kids on the Go - (1st - 4th Grade)  
 
The children are invited to attend 
 
SunSurf Beach Bash 
Vacation Bible School 
July 28 - August 2 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

July 7 is the next SCRIP order! 
 
Discontinued Retailers: 
- Gymboree 
- Crazy 8 
- Payless Shoes 
- Whole Foods 
 
 MOMSConnect is excited to announce our new SCRIP 
co-coordinators are Stephanie Pierce and Diana Hill. For 
any SCRIP questions, please email 
momsconnectatunion@gmail.com. 
 
Sunday, July 7 is the next order date. All orders are 
collected (check or exact cash) between 10:00-11:00 at the 
Welcome Desk. Please visit shopwithscrip.com for a full list 
of retailers. Cards will be delivered on July 14. 
 
MOMSConnect 

In an effort to conserve paper and lower expenses, we email 
the Tidings to members at their request. If you would like 
your Tidings emailed, please let the office know. 
 
If you would no longer like to receive the Tidings, please let 
us know as well and we will remove you from the mailing list. 
 
Please email sheri@unionumc.org if you would like to make 
either of these changes to your Tidings. 

The Health Department requires someone with a current, 
valid food service certificate to oversee meal preparation 
when our church kitchen is used.  We also need to have a 
current, valid food service certificate posted in the 
kitchen.  For several years, Thel Lemons has served in this 
capacity for Union UMC.  Her food service certificate  
expires soon and she does not plan to renew it.   
 
The Trustees would appreciate it if church members with 
current certification would contact the office with their 
certificate number and date of expiration, so we can 
maintain an updated listing.  Thank you in advance for your 
help in this matter. 

I would like to welcome Nicholas Green as our 
new part-time day custodian at Union. Nicholas 
is a graduate of Belleville West and received a 
degree in recording technology at SWIC. He is a 
member of our praise band.   
 
I would also like to give a big thank-you to all of 
our wonderful UUMC volunteers who give of 
their time and services each and every week. 
We couldn’t provide all of the community 
services and events without you. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ron 
Facilities Manager 

The good you do today may be forgotten tomorrow. 
Do good anyway. Give the world the best 

 you have and it may never be enough.  
Give your best anyway. For you see, in the end, it is 

between you and God. It was never. It was never 
between you and them anyway. 

Mother Teresa 

Nicholas Green, new day custodian 

mailto:momsconnectatunion@gmail.com
http://shopwithscrip.com/
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

  
   
  
July 12 - Deborah Circle at Four Fountains 
August 14 - Executive Board   
      General Meeting 
August 17 - Granny's Attic; set up August 16  

Visitation and Other Good Stuff 
with Dr. Joe Scheets 

  
Last time you and I met here, I said, “When I retired in 2017, 
after 40 years under Full Time Appointment in our system, I 
was asked where I see God at work. My answer today is the 
same as it was then: in the people who are The United 
Methodist Church. That includes you. Meet me back here 
next time so we can think together about a song that keeps 
pointing us in the right direction.” 
  
Here’s that song. It’s in our hymnal, and it’s often sung at 
weddings, which is wonderful. But it speaks into so many 
more situations even if we just sing verse one --- 
  
Though I may speak with bravest fire, 
and have the gift to all inspire, 
and have not love, my words are vain, 
as sounding brass, and hopeless gain.  
  
--- I’m writing this the week after our Annual Conference in 
Peoria. As usual, it was an exciting and productive time, not 
the least of which was worship and fellowship. In both of 
those, whether from the pulpit or over a cup of coffee, we 
heard many sisters and brothers in Christ “speak with 
bravest fire.” 
  
I personally experienced, from laity and clergy alike, their 
“gift to all inspire,” to the delightful extent of renewing parts 
of my own faith that had been worn down by controversy 
and its attendant polemics. 
  
Of all the different tribes within Christianity, The People 
Called United Methodists should by all rights be leading the 
love parade that’s at the heart of the Gospel of Christ. Join 
me in praying that we’d be faithful to that calling, because 
the alternative isn’t pretty…as that song’s first verse 
concludes, if we don’t have love, our “words are vain as 
sounding brass, and hopeless gain.” 
  
See you back here next time. Yours in Christ, 
 

Joe 

SonSurf VBS Donations 
 
We are collecting donations for Vacation Bible School. 
Please see the donation board in the welcome center. 
There is a bin set up by the welcome desk for 
donations. We will be collecting until July 14. Thank 
you for supporting our children and youth ministries. 
 
Miss Donna and Julee Baysinger 

2019 Vacation Bible School     
July 28-August 2 2019 6:00-8:00 pm 

 

Grab your surfboard and paddle out to ride a 

wave of fun and adventure at SonSurf Beach Bash 

VBS!  As your kids explore the wonders of the beach, 

they’ll also get Big Answers to their Big Questions 

about Jesus:  Who is Jesus?  Why can I trust Jesus?  

Why do I need Jesus?  How can Jesus help me when I 

mess up?  What does Jesus want me to do? 

Take your kids to SonSurf Beach Bash VBS at 

Union United Methodist Church and introduce them to 

Jesus the Savior.  It’s the most rewarding week they’ll 

ever spend at the beach! 

 

Ages 3 years old (potty trained) through sixth grade 

welcome! 

Drop Off Dates for Granny’s Attic Announced 
 
You may drop your items off for Granny’s Attic on the 
following days: 
 

July 10 9:30-11:30 
July 17 9:30-11:30 
July 24 9:30-11:30 
July 31 9:30-11:30 
Aug 7  9:30-11:30 

 
Please bring your items to McKinley Hall. 

A heartfelt apology to Ron Hahn for the misinformation in 

the bulletin regarding the altar flowers on Sunday, June 16. 

The flowers were given in memory of Ron's father's 

birthday. Again, I am sorry, Sheri Hill 

Blood Drive 

Wednesday, July 31 

3:30 - 6:30 pm 

Krause Room 
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MUSIC TIDINGS  

 

Praise the Lord! Praise the 

Lord, O my soul! I will praise 

the Lord as long as I live; I will 

sing praises to my God while I 

have being." 

Psalms 146:1-2 
 
 
 
 

 
SUNDAY, JUNE 30 

 
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem -  

"America, the Beautiful"- arr. Ness Beck 
Len Bull: trumpet 

 
Rev Gaither's sermon:  "Equality”; Galatians 3:23-29 

 
 

11 am - "Crosswalk" 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 7 
 

9 am - Special music by Natalie and Brent Gravois 
 

Rev. Gaither's sermon:  "The Harvest"; Luke 10:1-17 
 

Communion 
 
 

11 am - "Crosswalk" 

Let’s gather together! 
Tuesdays: July 9 - July 30 

Class is offered at both 9 am and 7 pm 
Turkey Hill Grange, Belleville 

 
Workbooks available at Lifeway 

1-800-458-2772 
 

Questions? Shari Wall 
618-806-9197 

 
Free child care available! 

July 14 


