
   

Where Are We Going From Here? 
 
Lots of conversations about where we are as a church (the UMC) 
and where we are going. And a lot of what happens depends on us, 
the church and what we do and how we move forward. So, where 
are we going from here? 
 The following are excerpts and quotes from an article I read 
recently by Carey Nieuwhof, a pastor/author. I have used some of 
his writings in the past. This article is entitled, “3 Things Christians 
Do That Non-Christians Despise,” which really got my attention--just 
based on the title alone! 
 Nieuwhof begins, “Spend two minutes talking to almost anyone 
outside the Christian faith and you’re almost certain to hear a list of 

complaints they have about Christians.” He continues: “Many Christians would tell you we 
have an image problem: we’re treated unfairly, we’re being persecuted, or we’re just badly 
misunderstood.  I’m not so sure. It’s not so much that Christians have an image problem. It’s 
far more likely that we have an integrity problem.”   
 
The top three complaints from his article are as follows: 
 
Judging. Nieuwhof writes, “It doesn’t take long for non-Christians to tell you how much they 
hate the way Christians judge other people.”  He goes on to say (something that really 
resonates with me deeply), “I realized years ago that very few people get judged into life 
change. Far more get loved into it.”  
 Nieuwhof points out that we serve and follow a loving and gracious God, which isn’t always 
what the world sees or what we Christ followers portray. He concludes: “What would happen if 
Christians stopped judging the world (isn’t that God’s job?) and started loving it instead? I 
believe that’s what Jesus did.”  
 
Be Hypocritical. Nieuwhof begins, “There’s a word for Christians who say one thing and do 
another. The word is hypocrite. It’s far easier to call someone else a hypocrite than it is to 
admit you’re one.” If we are completely truthful with ourselves, we often say one thing and do 
another, right? How many times did your kids say to you, “but Dad/Mom, you said…..” when 
they caught you doing something you said NOT to do? 
 So, what are we to do? What does the world need from us? Nieuwhof writes, “I think the 
answer is simple: you watch what you say. Don’t pretend to be something or someone you’re 
not. I find the more humility I add to my words, the smaller the gap is between who I am and 
who I say I am.” Walk the talk. It is something Jesus was so extremely critical of those around 
him, especially the religious leaders of his day.  
 
Stink at Friendship. Nieuwhof writes, “Perhaps the first obstacle between non-Christians 
and Christians is that relatively few Christians actively pursue meaningful friendships with 
people who don’t share their faith.”  
 Our Teacher, Jesus, went out of his way to be in relationships with people who were not 
even close to being like him. He hung around with a very diverse and often seedy (as seen by 
the world) group.  
 Niefuwhof concludes about this segment on friendship, “Want a simpler place than that to 
begin? Try this. Just like the person.” As his friend and fellow author, Reggie Joiner says, 
“people will never believe you love them if they feel you don’t like them. Boom.”  
 
Boom is right. Whew. So, what do you think?                                         

                    Harvey 

“Developing Followers of Jesus Christ to Serve the World”  
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UMW 
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Music Tidings 

  

Every Tuesday, 9:30 am 

Prayers and Perspiration 

McKinley Hall 

 

Second Wednesday 10:30 

am 

United Methodist Women 

McKinley Center 

(no meetings January, 

June, July, and November) 

 

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm 

United Methodist Men 

Krause Room  

 

Every Thursday 9:00 am  

Krause Room 

 

Junior Church 

 (Kindergarten – 4th Grade) 

Junior Church is held during 

the 9:00 am worship service 

 

Each Wednesday 

Horticulture 

 8:00 am, Coffee 

Grimm and Gorly 

324 E. Main, Belleville 

9:00 am, Church 

Union United Methodist Church, Belleville, IL                                      July 11, 2019 
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Tidings 
 Union United Methodist Church 

721 East Main Street  
Belleville, Illinois 62220                                               

618-233-6375  
  

Thel Lemons, Editor     
chefthel@aol.com 

 
Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither 

The Tidings is published bi-monthly. 
The copy deadline is generally on the 

second and fourth Mondays, 10:00 am. 
 

Contributors may attach copy to email 
or place it in the editor’s mailbox in the 

church office.  

Upcoming Tidings deadlines 

(10:00 am):   

  July 22 

August  5, 19 

THE SECOND 

MONDAY 

BREAKFAST GROUP 
 

August 12 
 

Denny’s 
1130 S Illinois St., Belleville 

 
We need your reservations, so please 

call Sheri, 233-6375 or  

e-mail her at sheri@unionumc.org 

Greeters, July - August 

 DATE NARTHEX WELCOME CENTER EAST MAIN 

July 14 Barb Cleland Jack & Carolyn Burke Jim & Thel Lemons 

July 21 Jenny Johnson 
Joyce & Bob 
Dintelmann 

Gary & Marvina Lee 

July 28 Nancy Weston Mike & Sue Engel Don & Connie Stein 

Aug 4 Louanne Martin Jack & Carrol Woods 
Edith Robinson 
Mary Duncan 

Aug 11 Colleen Krause 
John & Deanna 

Graham 
Don & Judith Poirot 

Aug 18 
Shirley 

Whitecotten 
Norman & Ann Krause Dan & Debbie Rosendohl 

Aug 25 Jan Wiggs Dennis & Jeanne Poole Geoffrey & Pam Taylor 

First Time Visitor, July - August 

    Primary Team         Alternate Team  

July 14   Marlene Frazer & Sue Davis   Dick Frette & Jerry Sauerwein 
July 21   Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol   Kent & Susan McVety 
July 28   Don & Connie Stein     Dan & Laura Nollman 
Aug 4       Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier   Marlene Frazer & Sue Davis 
Aug 11     John & Linda Gray      Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol 
Aug 18     Dick Frette & Jerry Sauerwein  Don & Connie Stein 
Aug 25     Kent & Susan McVety     Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier 

Junior High Mission Trip 2019 

Turn around and believe that 
the good news that we are 

loved is better than we ever 
dared hope, and that to 

believe in that good news, to 
live out of it and toward it, to 

be in love with that good 
news, is of all glad things in 
this world the gladdest thing 
of all. Amen, and come Lord 

Jesus.  
 
 

—Frederick Buechner 

God's love through the eyes of children 
Third and fourth-graders at Wheaton Christian Grammar School were asked to 
complete the following sentence: "By faith, I know that God is . . . 
 
"caring, because he made the blind man see, and he made me catch a very 
fast line drive that could have hurt me. He probably sent an angel down" (Paul) 
 
"merciful, because my brother has been nice to me for a year" (Jeremy) 
 
"sweet, because he gave me a dog. God tells me not to do things that are bad. 
I need someone like that" (Hannah). 

mailto:sheri@UnionUMC.org
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JOURNEY UMC  
DR. JOE SCHEETS 

900 NORTH STATE STREET  
FREEBURG, IL 62243  

618-710-0224   WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG 

Continuing the Journey 
What’s Happening in Freeburg 

 
While I was the Administrative Secretary for Union 
in the late 1990s, one of the pastors gave me a 
Nerf (soft foam) bat and ball.  On the bat he wrote 
with a permanent marker in all caps: ATTITUDE 
ADJUSTOR. 
 
I’d never been sure what to do with my anger.  
Apparently it showed.  I didn’t want to hurt anyone, 
but hanging onto that anger hurt me.  I’ll have you 
know that while no one was watching, I would hit 
that ball over my office!  After a few minutes I 
would feel better and often start laughing. 
 
For the most part, anger – any emotion – isn’t 
wrong.  It’s what you feel and that’s just being 
honest.  Where we sometimes get into trouble is in 
what we do with it – like hurting someone or 
feeling we have a right to hang onto it and let it 
fester. 
 
These days, I pray about it.  And it’s still hard.  I 
want to hang onto it.  It’s mine!  I have a right!  But 
I tell God about it and then ask him to take it away 
and replace it with his peace.  And you know 
what?  He does! 
 
Those negative emotions you are feeling?  Take 
them to the Lord in prayer and give them up to 
him.  He will guide you and give you peace. 
 

“Cathy O.” 
Cathy Obernuefemann 

Interim Praise Band Leader 

 

Events: 

July 21–27 Senior High Mission Trip, Knoxville, TN 

Every Week 

Sunday: 
9:30 am Worship 
6 pm   Junior High at Union 
6 pm   Senior High at Journey 

There will be a grief class taught this fall.  
 
How do you understand grief when your heart is broken by the 
death of a loved one? To survive and to live forward, you must 
find answers. Beyond the Broken Heart is an 8 week grief 
support and ministry program for anyone who is grieving the 
loss of a loved one, or those who just want to know more 
about the grieving process.  
 
The book we will be using is entitled: 
Beyond the Broken Heart, A Journey Through Grief by Julie 
Yarbrough 
 
Subjects to be discussed over the 8 weeks: 

Naming grief 
Understanding grief 
Yielding to grief 
Responding to grief 
Adjusting through grief 
Moving forward in grief 
Growing spiritually through grief 
Living beyond grief 

 
This classes will be taught and resourced by Pastor Harvey, 
Pastor Joe, and Christine Lippert-Scronce.  

Look for more details to come! 

I want the whole Christ for my Savior,  
the whole Bible for my book,  

the whole church for my fellowship, and 
the whole world for my mission field. 

 

John Wesley 

There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old 
family Bible to her brother in another part of the 
country. 
 
“Is there anything breakable in 
here?” asked the postal clerk. 
 
“Only the Ten Commandments,” 
answered the lady. 

 
(thanks, Gail Long!) 
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MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade) 
Moms with young children: it is hard to find 
time for yourself.  If you have children ages 0 - 
grade 5, we have created that time for you!   

 

Summer Activities  
 
 
Sunday, July 28 – Friday, August 2: 
Vacation Bible School: SonSurf – 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
 
Wednesday, August 21 – First 2019-2020 
MOMSConnect Meeting; 5:15 pm – 7:45 pm 

  
Informal/Spontaneous playdates will be put  

on the MOMSConnect Facebook page. 
 
 
MOMSConnect can RSVP on Facebook at 
MOMSConnect at Union for the monthly meetings. 
Please let us know if you are coming and how many 
children will be coming. 

The Health Department requires someone with a current, 
valid food service certificate to oversee meal preparation 
when our church kitchen is used.  We also need to have a 
current, valid food service certificate posted in the kitchen.   
 
The Trustees would appreciate it if church members with 
current certification would contact the office with their 
certificate number and date of expiration, so we can 
maintain an updated listing.  Thank you in advance for your 
help in this matter. 

UMW August Meeting 
 

The Healthy Brain: a Multifaceted Approach 
 
We don't just lose muscle over time-- our brains can atrophy 
too. Our brains’ cognitive reserve can diminish throughout 
the years and make mental tasks more difficult. But just as 
weight workouts add lean muscle to your body, researchers 
believe that following a brain-healthy lifestyle can also 
increase your brain's cognitive reserve.  
 
Let's continue this conversation with Linda Melone at the 
Wednesday, August 14 UMW general meeting at 10:30 am.  

Lydia Circle 

SonSurf Beach Bash VBS 
 

Sunday, July 29 - Friday August 2  
6-8:00 pm 

Ages 3 (potty trained) - 12 years old 
Free   

 
Registration: Online at Unionumc.org, call 233-6375 
or fill out a form at the Welcome Center. 
 
The Bible theme is from John 14:6. The children will 
come to know the living Jesus who said: "I am the 
way, the truth and the life; no one comes to the 
Father except through me." The children will hear 
Bible stories, sing songs, play games and make crafts 
and make life long memories!  
 
Invite friends and neighbors. If you have any 
questions, call Jane Peters at 406-7607. 

VBS NEEDS 
 
Our VBS theme this year is SonSurf Beach Bash. We try to 
decorate our hallways and classrooms to go with the beach 
theme to get the kids excited about the VBS week.  
 
Please look around your property to see if you have any 
items from the following list that we may use for decorating 
for the week of July 28 - August 2. We are happy to return 
everything. Please mark everything with your name.   
 

Beach chairs ( Adirondack style) child size and adult. 
Plastic pails and shovels 

Beach toys 
Beach balls or rings 

Surf Boards - fake or real 
Life saver ring 

Beach umbrellas 
Kid size patio tables with umbrellas 

 
 
Thank you for your attention. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to call Jane Peters at 618-406-7607.  
 
 
I also need 36 feet of wood pallets. I 
need the boards to be close together so 
the kids can walk on them like a "board 
walk". See the picture. If you have 
something similar- call me. If they are in 
bad shape, I can't use them because of 
kids safety. I can pick up all items.  
 

Thank you, 
Jane 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

     
All women are encouraged to join us. 
A few dates to be sure to have on your 
calendars: 
 

 August 9 - Lydia Circle will be visiting the 
residents at Four Fountains. 

 August 14 - Executive Board Meeting at 9:30 am 
in room 407. 

  General Meeting at 10:30 am in the McKinley 
Hall. The Lydia Circle has the program which is 
entitled "The Healthy Brain". Miriam Circle will be 
providing us with a delicious lunch; cost $3.00. 

 August 16 - Set Up for Granny's Attic 

 August 17 - 8 am - Noon Granny's Attic 
 
Save the Date: UMW Sunday, September 15 
 
The Illinois Great River Conference UMW’s Annual 
Meeting Celebration will be held Saturday, October 12 
at Christ UMC, Fairview Heights. Registration forms 
available at our August 14 meeting. Registration fee is 
$20.00.  Deadline for signing up is September 30. 
 

My Thought: 
No man ever injured his eyesight by looking on the 

bright side of things. 
 

Barb Cleland 
 

 
We will again be collecting school supplies.   Dates 
will be in the next Tidings and in the bulletins.   So you 
may want to be an early shopper.   (Remember for 
notebooks and filler paper it should be wide-lined----
not college lined.) 
 
 
 
Miriam Circle will meet on Friday, July 26 at 11:30 for 
lunch at the Weingarten, 1780 East State Route 
15.   Come join us for food and fellowship.   Guests 
are welcome. 

Visitation and Other Good Stuff 
with Dr. Joe Scheets 

  
Look around. Look around right where you are. 
  
I’m doing the same thing as I write this. I’m sitting here 
in the church office, which I shared for two separate 
seasons with Pastor Carrie. 
  
I’m looking around at the office she and I inherited that 
was filled with someone else’s books, videos, and a 4-
volume set of The Interpreter’s Bible…coffee mugs with 
someone’s pens and markers….three pictures on the walls 
that were here when we got here…a bulletin board with two 
things I’ve put there…a computer, keyboard and printer 
combo…a supply closet someone comes in and uses 
weekly…a phone…and a phone book dated 2011. 
  
As I look out my office door, there’s what was Carol the 
Parish Nurse’s office across the hall when I got here.  Now 
it’s Katie’s office, and she’s a Counselor. 
  
Next door was Abby’s office when she was our Facilities 
Manager. She was followed by Tim, followed now by Ron. 
                                     
That’s what’s here. 
  
But here’s what I see --- 
  
+ a downtown church adapting to current and new realities 

  
+ church people coming in and out doing incredible ministry 

  
+ 215 free lunches going out the door every week  

(read that again…how many lunches do we give away?) 
  

+ children’s department that’s on point 
  

+ a rich heritage on which to build 
  
--- I could go on, but you get the idea. Looking and seeing 
can be different. 
  
Flash with me to Genesis 21:19, God opened her eyes and 
she saw a well of water; and she went and filled her 
container with water and gave the boy a drink. (Check out 
the entire event in Genesis 21:8-21. It’s amazing.) 

  
My point for you and me? I believe there was a well there all 
along that she had never seen before. But then “God 
opened her eyes.” 
  
So look around. Ask God to help you really see with open 
eyes and an open heart and an open mind. 
  
And I’ll see you in worship if not 
before! 
  
Yours in Christ, 

Joe 

Drop Off Dates for Granny’s Attic Announced 
 
You may drop your items off for Granny’s Attic on the 

following days: 
 
July 17 9:30-11:30 
July 24 9:30-11:30 
July 31 9:30-11:30 
Aug 7 9:30-11:30 

 
Please bring your items to McKinley Hall. 

Blood Drive 

Wednesday, July 31 
3:30 - 6:30 pm 
Krause Room 
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MUSIC TIDINGS  

 

"My heart is steadfast, O God, I will sing and make melody!  
Awake, my soul! Awake, O harp and lyre! I will awake the 

dawn! I will give thanks to thee, O 
Lord, among the peoples, I will sing 

praises to thee among the 
nations.  For thy steadfast love is 

great above the heavens, thy 
faithfulness reaches to the clouds." 

Psalm 108:1-4  
 
 

 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 14 
 

9 am - special music by Kathy Hahn: 
"Lead Me Lord” - arr. Becker and  

"With One Voice" - arr. Manalo 
 

Rev. Dr. Steve Heitkamp will deliver the sermon 
 
 

11 am - "Crosswalk" 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 21 
 

9 am - “Fly Away Medley" and "Lift Your Light” 
Quartet:  Michael and Judy Woodruff;  

and Jim and Carole Eckert 
with Jerry Bolen: percussion and Chris Buckley: bass 

                    
Rev. Gaither's sermon:   

"A Lesson in Hospitality", Luke 10:38-42 
 
 

11 am - "Crosswalk" 

Special thanks to Janet 
Criddle for all of her great 
work in the music library! 


