“Developing Followers of Jesus Christ to Serve the World”

Tidings
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July 25, 2019

On so many occasions, I have heard other Christians say to one
another, “Well, you know God won’t give you more than you can
handle.” Nowhere is this idea or theology found in the Bible, but I still
hear it…..a lot. It would seem that when misfortune or calamity
strikes our lives, we are to be comforted or calmed by a notion that
God somehow has rained his terror down on our lives just to see if
we have the capability or chutzpah to withstand it. Apparently, God
has a strange way of testing our ability to overcome obstacles by
throwing stuff in our way? Do you see how this notion, this theology
seems a bit flawed?
Life is difficult. In addition, often life is simply more than we can
handle. Stuff comes our way; it overwhelms us and buries us. The
God that I follow and love doesn’t seem to be the kind of God that would have some cosmic
quiz at our expense.
This I do know. Jesus said, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest” (Matthew 11:28). The God I know and love is a God who comes along beside me in
those times of confusion, burden and pain to help me along the way. Knowing that I am deeply
cared for and loved by God provides me strength and comfort when I need it.
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There is much more in the Scriptures about this idea:
“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me”. - Philippians 4:13
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.” Proverbs 3:5
“When I am afraid, I put my trust in you.” - Psalm 56:3
That’s not the whole list, but I hope you see my point. Sometimes life is more than we can
handle. But that doesn’t come from God, that is just life. Bottom line? Trust God and God will
hold you.

Harvey

Every Tuesday, 9:30 am
Prayers and Perspiration
McKinley Hall
Second Wednesday 10:30
am
United Methodist Women
McKinley Center
(no meetings January,
June, July, and November)
Third Wednesday 5:30 pm
United Methodist Men
Krause Room
Every Thursday 9:00 am
Krause Room
Junior Church
(Kindergarten – 4th Grade)
Junior Church is held during
the 9:00 am worship service

Senior High Mission Trip, Knoxville, TN, July 21–27

Each Wednesday
Horticulture
8:00 am, Coffee
Grimm and Gorly
324 E. Main, Belleville
9:00 am, Church
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THE SECOND
MONDAY
BREAKFAST GROUP

August 12
Denny’s

1130 S Illinois St., Belleville
We need your reservations, so please
call Sheri, 233-6375 or
e-mail her at sheri@unionumc.org

First Time Visitor, July - August

Primary Team
July 28
Aug 4
Aug 11
Aug 18
Aug 25

Alternate Team

Don & Connie Stein
Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier
John & Linda Gray
Dick Frette & Jerry Sauerwein
Kent & Susan McVety

Dan & Laura Nollman
Marlene Frazer & Sue Davis
Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol
Don & Connie Stein
Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier

Inside Outreach
Many of you have asked about 2 of our programs: Sack Lunches and
Wednesday Showers. I plan to update you monthly.

Plastic Caps/Lids Update
Ellis School’s 3rd Grade classroom
bench project is now complete, and
they were able to collect enough
plastic caps for 2 benches! Over
the summer, we have continued to
pass along numerous bags of caps/
lids to the O’Fallon EMS
Department, and will continue to do
so. We ask the congregation to
please inform the church office if
you see or hear of any other local
groups collecting for plastic
benches.
Thank you!
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The Tidings is published bi-monthly.
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second and fourth Mondays, 10:00 am.
Contributors may attach copy to email
or place it in the editor’s mailbox in the
church office.

Upcoming Tidings deadlines
(10:00 am):

August 5, 19
September 9, 23

Sack Lunches, handed out to those in need:
Week of June 2: 224
Week of June 9: 261
Week of June 16: 312
Week of June 23: 328
Week of June 30: 146
For a grand total of 1271 for the month of June and a couple of days in July!!
The June 30 week had the 4th of July in that week, and the church was closed
on that day. As everyone can see, we have a definite need for what we do.
Thanks to Jack Burke who sets up the assembly process (sandwiches are
prepared on Sundays after worship service), and to those who have to
supplement what is needed during the week.
The Wednesday Showers Program, barely a year old, has had its ups and
downs as any new program does. Some Wednesdays are busier than others,
but those who take advantage of our offer are extremely appreciative. The
numbers for the Wednesday Showers:
June 5: 2
June 12: 0
June 19: 1
June 26: 2
For a total of 5 individuals who were very happy to have the opportunity to get
a warm shower, to wash off life's difficulties.
Also thank you to all who purchased Bridge Bread in July. We were able to
send them more than what was on the order form. Great job, Union!!
In God's love and wisdom,
Larry Mueller
Outreach Chairperson

Greeters, July - August
DATE

NARTHEX

WELCOME CENTER

EAST MAIN

July 28

Nancy Weston

Mike & Sue Engel

Don & Connie Stein

Aug 4

Louanne Martin

Jack & Carrol Woods

Edith Robinson
Mary Duncan

Aug 11

Grace Moon

John & Deanna
Graham

Don & Judith Poirot

Aug 18

Shirley
Whitecotten

Norman & Ann Krause

Dan & Debbie Rosendohl

Aug 25

Jan Wiggs

Dennis & Jeanne Poole

Geoffrey & Pam Taylor
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JOURNEY UMC
DR. JOE SCHEETS
900 NORTH STATE STREET
FREEBURG, IL 62243
618-710-0224
WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG
Continuing the Journey
What’s Happening in Freeburg

From the Journey Facebook page:

The bell and cornerstone from the original
Methodist church in Freeburg, which was located
where the township building is today.
"UME" refers to Urbanna Methodist Episcopal Urbanna was the original name of Freeburg, but
was changed since there is another Urbanna,

Christmas in July! Pictures from the July 21 service.

There will be a grief class taught this fall.
How do you understand grief when your heart is
broken by the death of a loved one? To survive
and to live forward, you must find answers.
Beyond the Broken Heart is an 8 week grief
support and ministry program for anyone who is
grieving the loss of a loved one, or those who
just want to know more about the grieving
process.
The book we will be use: Beyond the Broken
Heart, A Journey Through Grief by Julie
Yarbrough
Subjects to be discussed over the 8 weeks:
Naming grief
Understand grief
Yielding to grief
Responding to grief
Adjusting through grief
Moving forward in grief
Growing spiritually through grief
Living beyond grief

This classes will be taught and resourced by
Pastor Harvey, Pastor Joe, and Christine LippertScronce.
Look for more details to come!

Every Week
Sunday:
9:30 am
6 pm
6 pm

Worship
Junior High at Union
Senior High at Journey

Blood Drive
Wednesday, July 31
3:30 - 6:30 pm
Krause Room
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St.Louis Cardinals vs Colorado Rockies
Game Time 6:15 pm
TICKETS: Right Field Box –
all seats $25 (regular $46)
30,000 fans ages 16 and older will receive a mystery Cardinals Hall of Fame hat.
All Proceeds from the game will benefit a United Methodist beneficiary.

Ticket requests and payment are due by Aug. 1st. Ticket requests and payment will be handled on a First
Come basis due to the limited tickets available.

Manchester UMC will be hosting a tailgate party in the afternoon of the day of the game with food, beverages
and camaraderie available on a free will basis. Bus service to and from the games is available at no charge, thus
no extra parking fees. Reservations are requested so that they can provide sufficient seating capacity.
This is a Methodist and friends event so don’t hesitate to invite folks from outside the church.
We just received this information, so this is a short-notice event. Order your tickets now. Contact Dick Frette
or the church office. Make your checks payable to "Union UMC."

Thank you to all the volunteers who
came to help with the
Tour de Belleville
on July 12th. We couldn’t have
done it without you!
Valerie Morgan, Co-Chair, Evangelism

Thank you to all who purchased
tickets to the Cardinals/Cubs
game on July 30. More than 550
tickets have been sold, which will
provide greater than $5,000 in
support of Marion Medical
Mission!

Financial Update
as of 30 Jun 19
Budget

Received/Spent

Percent

Above/(Below) Budget

UUMC Income
Other Income
Total Income

$793,293
$142,383
$935,676

$359,351
$70,586
$429,937

45.30
49.57
45.95

($37,295)
($606)
($37,901)

Expenses

$935,676

$443,784

47.43

$24,054

Finances in 2019 have presented some challenges during this year. Through the end of June, half way through our
fiscal year, we have paid four and a half months of apportionments and added $7,500 to our building maintenance
fund. Slightly under 15 percent of our members continue to do online payments, which helps during the summer when
families are on vacation; however, this is about five percent lower than previous years. We continue to serve a large
number of sack lunches every week. The food pantry is open every Monday and Friday to serve those in need.
Ministry does not stop for the summer, so please give. Online giving is a very simple, easy way to ensure the church
is able to continue ministry during this time.
For any questions about our finances, you can contact me, Keith Dintelmann, Chairperson of the Finance Committee,
or Pastor Harvey at any time. For individual questions about your pledge, contributions or other specific details,
contact Bunny VonBokel, our Comptroller.
Dick Frette
Treasurer
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
All women are encouraged to join us.
A few dates to be sure to have on your
calendars:
MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade)
Moms with young children: it is hard to find
time for yourself. If you have children ages 0 grade 5, we have created that time for you!

Summer Activities
Sunday, July 28 – Friday, August 2:
Vacation Bible School: SonSurf – 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm

Wednesday, August 21 – First 2019-2020
MOMSConnect Meeting; 5:15 pm – 7:45 pm
Informal/Spontaneous playdates will be put
on the MOMSConnect Facebook page.
MOMSConnect can RSVP on Facebook at
MOMSConnect at Union for the monthly meetings.
Please let us know if you are coming and how many
children will be coming.




August 9 - Lydia Circle will visit Four Fountains.
August 14 - Executive Board Meeting at 9:30 am in
room 407.
General Meeting at 10:30 am in the McKinley Hall.
Lydia Circle has the program, "The Healthy Brain".
Miriam Circle will provide us with a delicious lunch; cost
$3.00.
 August 16 - Set Up for Granny's Attic
 August 17 - 8 am - Noon, Granny's Attic
Save the Date: UMW Sunday, September 15

The Illinois Great River Conference UMW’s Annual
Meeting Celebration will be held Saturday, October 12 at
Christ UMC, Fairview Heights. Registration forms
available at our August 14 meeting. Registration fee is
$20.00. Deadline for signing up is September 30.
Drop Off Dates for Granny’s Attic Announced

Kids on the Go - (1st - 4th Grade)

On Sunday, August 25, we will have a
swimming party at Jane and Thom
Peter’s home from 5:00 - 6:30. Please
wear your swimsuit and bring a towel.
Dinner will be provided. We will
welcome our new first graders and say
good bye to our fourth graders. RSVP by Wednesday,
August 21 to donna@unionumc.org

Promotion Sunday/Blessing of the Backpacks
Promotion Sunday is on Sunday, August 11. During
Sunday School, the children will meet in the sanctuary
at 10:10 to receive their certificate and meet their new
teacher.
Blessing of Backpacks will also be on
Sunday, August 11 at both services.

The Patrick family would like to thank our church family
for the living support, visits, cards and prayers for Steve
and our family during this past year. We have been
blessed to have had such a wonderful life together with
you all. Words cannot express my gratitude. Thank
you. Sandy and family

You may drop your items off for
Granny’s Attic on the following days:
July 31
Aug 7

9:30 -11:30
9:30 -11:30

Please bring your items to McKinley Hall.

We just relocated to Highland, IL and have over 100 new
and different sizes of Mayflower moving boxes to offer to
anyone that can use them. If anyone is interested I’d be
happy to bring them to the church for pick up.
Ron Hahn

UMW August Meeting
The Healthy Brain: a Multifaceted Approach
We don't just lose muscle over time-- our brains can
atrophy too. Our brain’s cognitive reserve can diminish
throughout the years and make mental tasks more
difficult. But just as weight workouts add lean muscle to
your body, researchers believe that following a brainhealthy lifestyle can also increase your brain's cognitive
reserve.
Let's continue this conversation with Linda Melone at the
Wednesday, August 14 UMW general meeting at 10:30
am.
Lydia Circle
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School supplies will be
collected on Sundays,
August 4 and August 11. A
container will be in the
Welcome Center. These
supplies are distributed
between some schools in
District 118 and Lessie
Bates Davis Neighborhood
House. Helpful items are pencils, erasers,
colored pencils, crayons (24 box is a good size),
markers, paper and notebooks (wide ruled), hiliters, and glue. There are many other items
available that can help children have a successful
and happy school year.

New Sermon Series Coming August
Beginning August 4 Pastor Harvey will be
preaching a new sermon series on worship.
Worship is such a vital part of who we are to be
as Christians. Here is the list of scriptures and
sermon titles if you want to read ahead:
Aug. 4

Isaiah 6
“Passionate Worship”

Aug. 11

Psalm 150
“God’s Breath in Worship”

Aug. 18

Mark 1:4-11
“Clean Hearts for Worship”

Aug. 25

Hosea 11:1-11, Luke 15:1-2
“Welcoming Worship”

MUSIC TIDINGS
"O give thanks to the Lord, call on his
name, make known his deeds among
the peoples! Sing to him, sing praises
to him, Glory in his holy name; let the
hearts of those who seek the Lord
rejoice!"
Psalm 105:1-3

SUNDAY, JULY 28
9 am - Special music by the Petraborg family
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Dead to Your Sin"; Colossians 2:6-19
11 am - "Crosswalk"

SUNDAY, AUGUST 4
9 am - special music by the children of VBS
and solo by Julie Callaghan
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Passionate Worship"; Isaiah 6
11 am - "Crosswalk"

