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August 22, 2019

One of my favorite passages in the Old Testament comes from
Psalm 107, especially the first verse which says: “Give thanks to the
Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.”
This Psalm celebrates Israel’s return from the Babylonian exile. This
song of thanksgiving goes to great lengths to mark out the power
and majesty of God, but it is the beginning that I love because it
describes a loving God who is good and a love that is forever. It
was a reminder to the Israelites that even in the darkest of times
God was with them, cared for them and loved them.
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There are so many forces in a world that seem to want to break us
down and bring us to our knees. In the midst of that, we hear the
voice of God calling out to us that whatever we face God is by our side. A theme that comes
through repeatedly in the Old Testament.
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Then Jesus echoes it when he tells his disciples and us that he will be with us, even to the
ends of this world. Often it is easy to vent and stew and complain about things, isn’t it?
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Sarah Bane writes

The Psalmist reminds us that even despite ourselves, God's love is persistent—it's
steadfast. When I am so caught up in my own sin-sick ways, God is on the ready to heal
me and show me the life abundant that's been in front of my stubborn, complaining nose
the whole time.
St. Paul puts it this way in Romans 8:
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor
the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Our illnesses, storms, and other troubles may have different names and contexts today, but if
they result from ignoring or defying God, the need for God’s forgiveness and help still
resonates in our hearts and souls. We cry out in our need, and God guides, frees, heals, calms
the storm, and in a multitude of other ways blesses his people. Trouble does not have the final
word.

Every Tuesday, 9:30 am
Prayers and Perspiration
McKinley Hall
Second Wednesday 10:30
am
United Methodist Women
McKinley Center
(no meetings January,
June, July, and November)
Third Wednesday 5:30 pm
United Methodist Men
Krause Room
Every Thursday 9:00 am

So, we give thanks to God for all he has done, and we name and bear witness to the ways
we’ve been rescued from trouble. Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good and God’s love for
you and for me is forever!

Harvey
Upcoming Grief Class This Fall
Pastor Joe, Pastor Harvey and Christine Lippert-Scronce will provide a grief class this
coming fall. The dates and time will be set soon. If you are interested in the class, please let
Joe or Harvey know! Thanks!

Krause Room
Junior Church
(Kindergarten – 4th Grade)
Junior Church is held during
the 9:00 am worship service
Each Wednesday
Horticulture
8:00 am, Coffee
Grimm and Gorly
324 E. Main, Belleville
9:00 am, Church
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THE SECOND MONDAY
BREAKFAST GROUP

September 9
West Main Café
1601 West Main Street
Belleville
We need your reservations, so please
call Sheri, 233-6375 or
e-mail her at sheri@unionumc.org

Crosswaalk Time Change
The Crosswalk worship service that
meets every Sunday in the Chapel
is moving back to its original time of
11:15 am on September 8, 2019.
This change will allow those who
would like to attend Sunday School
to worship at the later service. So,
mark your calendars. The move
takes place on Sept. 8th!

Tidings
Union United Methodist Church
721 East Main Street
Belleville, Illinois 62220
618-233-6375
Thel Lemons, Editor
chefthel@aol.com

First Time Visitor, August - September

Primary Team
Aug 25
Sep 1
Sep 8
Sep 15
Sep 22
Sep 29

Kent & Susan McVety
Dan & Laura Nollman
Marlene Frazer & Sue Davis
Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol
Don & Connie Stein
Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier

Contributors may attach copy to email
or place it in the editor’s mailbox in the
church office.

Upcoming Tidings deadlines
(10:00 am):

September 9, 23
October 7, 21

Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier
John & Linda Gray
Dick Frette & Jerry Sauerwein
Kent & Susan McVety
Dan & Laura Nollman
Marlene Frazer & Sue Davis

“Last night I dreamed I was baking bread…”
That’s how Bridge Bread started in 2011 and took root in one of our own
United Methodist Churches in the Bi-State area, Centenary UMC in St. Louis.
Fred Domke had the dream the night after he had just baked bread for the
first time in his life. Fred and his wife, Sharon, were monthly volunteers at
The Bridge – a UM outreach organization working with homeless people
located at Centenary UMC.
The day after he had the dream, Fred went to The Bridge and asked if
anyone among their guests wanted to make bread. Four people stood up
and came into the kitchen with Fred, and Sharon taught them how to bake
bread. They baked and sold the products at Fred’s church starting that
weekend.
That was the beginning. Now Bridge Bread supplies dinner rolls on a
weekly basis to the Chase Park Plaza Hotel. They operate a booth at the
weekly Farmers Market in Tower Grove Park. Another standing order: 150
cinnamon rolls per week to St. Louis University. Money was donated for
them to buy and refurbish a truck, which is now a mobile bakeshop making
deliveries to businesses, churches and “any organization with a parking lot.”
Bridge Bread also has a permanent store at 2639 Cherokee St. in St. Louis.
Fred Domke said, “God asked me to help. I want to make it easier for
them not to be homeless. We are here to lift them up. Give them dignity,
knowing they have earned every dollar. These bakers can use their skills to
bake their way out of poverty, enhance their self-worth, and enable them to
help themselves.”
Bridge Bread is a doorway to a more substantial future. The trainees can
stay as long as they want. They open a bank account, pay taxes, pay child
support, obtain an I.D., receive free dental care by Dr. Aaron Cregger, and
live in housing from HomeFirst STL. Equally important, the bakers learn
about cooperation and trust, as well as how to return to living in mainstream
society.
YOU can help too. Buy delicious baked goods at our
next Bridge Bread Sunday at Union on September 8th!

Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither

The Tidings is published bi-monthly.
The copy deadline is generally on the
second and fourth Mondays, 10:00 am.

Alternate Team

Greeters, August—September
DATE

NARTHEX

WELCOME CENTER

EAST MAIN

Aug 25

Jan Wiggs

Dennis & Jeanne Poole

Geoffrey & Pam
Taylor

Sept 1

Doris Wiemers

Don & Maryann
Steinkamp

Ed & Mary Suddarth

Sept 8

Megan Harms

Roger & Cindy Knox

David & Mary Donley

Sept 15

UMW

UMW

UMW

Sept 22

Shirley
Whitecotton

Sept 29

Mary Beth Lee

Tom Wade
Jerry & Lisa
Koerkenmeier

Charles & LeAnn
Kaemmerer
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The Ku Klux Klan Comes to Church
Archives Task Force
Presented 11 August 2019
On Sunday night, November 12, 1922, a
sacred concert to honor the armistice of
World War I was in progress at the First
Methodist Episcopal Church on East
Washington Street. At the pulpit, Pastor W.
H. Whitlock was about to order the lights to
be dimmed for the next part of the concert
when a man at the back of the church
motioned him to stop. Immediately, a
formation of seven members of the Ku Klux
Klan attired in robes and hoods marched
down the aisle in silence. They presented
him with an envelope containing a hundreddollar donation and a note.
The Klansmen immediately marched out of
the sanctuary, rejoining a crowd of perhaps
200 people in front of the church. They all
returned to their automobiles, whose engines had been left running while the Klansmen were inside. They dispersed
instantly.
First Methodist had just experienced the Klan’s full court press to both curry favor and to intimidate. It was not alone.
The Klan offered to make donations to organizations such as the Boy Scouts, the YWCA, and to other churches.
Some rejected the money.
Some congregants were dumbstruck by this visit. “Why here?” they might ask. The answer was in the note that
came with the money. The donation was “a token of esteem given by men who are with you in your fight for
Christianity and the law and morals of the best country on earth.”
These men were members of the second Ku Klux Klan that arose in 1915, succeeding the original Klan that had
developed to repress Black Americans in the South. This new Klan positioned itself as a reform organization
promoting Christianity—Protestantism, really, for the Klan was anti-Catholic—and patriotism—100 percent
Americanism.
In the early 1920s this Klan had a national following. A professed Klansman was elected governor of Indiana. In
Oregon the Klan successfully campaigned to defeat a sitting governor who had spoken ill of the Klan.
Fortunately this second Klan would be a flash in the pan. The moral sounding words masked violence, corruption,
prejudice, and hypocrisy, which became more obvious with time. The conviction of the Klan’s political boss in Indiana
for the abuse and murder of a woman accelerated the Klan’s decline as a national movement.
The Klan come to First Methodist because of the pastor. Reverend Whitlock had spoken favorably about the shared
objectives of the Klan the previous week. “We are fighting,” he said, “against the conditions that spiritual wickedness
has brought, spiritual conditions in high places.” The dire circumstances of the present, he said, “prompts men of
courage to rise in a national movement against evil but feel they must withhold their identity.” Hence the hoods.

What were the manifestations of evil that Whitlock believed the Klan could help defeat? Most of all was the flagrant
violation of Prohibition. Other categories of lawlessness that needed attention included police corruption, political
fixes, an epidemic of theft and murder, and white slavery—which we would characterize today as sex trafficking.
Reverend Whitlock was not naive. He offered a benediction as the Ku Klux Klan formation left the church. “God Bless
you for the good you have done and restrain you from evil. Stand only against what is evil.” He was aware that the
appeal to religious motivation could lead to bad ends but was willing to take that risk.

Editor’s note: please send
your articles for the September
12 Tidings (deadline
September 9) to Sheri at
sheri@unionumc.org. Thanks!

Two little boys were at a wedding when one of them
leaned over to the other and asked, “How many wives
can a man have?” His friend answered, “Sixteen….four
better, four worse, four richer, and four poorer.”
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JOURNEY UMC
DR. JOE SCHEETS
900 NORTH STATE STREET
FREEBURG, IL 62243
618-710-0224
WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG
Continuing the Journey
What’s Happening in Freeburg




We had a great time at our youth mission celebration! We’re already hatching plans for future events, so stay
tuned. See photos on Facebook.
14 hours at the Freeburg Homecoming soda stand was filled with many eager volunteers. Again, see photos on
Facebook.
It is a joy and answer to prayer to see new and returning faces – keep praying!

It was a simple post, really. But it is at 132 likes and still counting.
It was the first day of school. “Everyone” was posting their back to school pictures on social media complete with new
outfits and backpacks, perfect hair, smiles, and certificates and fancy chalkboards commemorating the annual
occasion.
Everyone but me.
Our kids are using the same backpacks they used last year. Noah hates shopping for anything, so his supplies were
ordered and waiting at school. No new clothes – in fact, Noah doesn’t even care if they have holes in them. And hair?
Bed hair, don’t care. Daniel started high school and has always been cooperative. Noah, on the other hand, started
7th grade and HATES for his picture to be taken. I have to respect that. (Who are these pictures for, anyway?)
Daniel posed for me and I posted his picture, but I knew there was no point in asking or even bribing Noah. So I took
a picture of the inside of our front door (a white door on a white background isn’t recommended by marketing
specialists but it is what it is), and uploaded it with this description: “Noah's first day of 7th grade. Yeah, I know he's not
there. He hates photos. So we can either fight about it or laugh about it. And one thing parenting has taught me is that
I need to fight less and laugh more. For everybody's sanity.”
132 likes.
Including people who don’t typically respond to anything I post.
Sure, some people just thought it was funny (I wish I was more funny), but it said to me that it resonates. It’s real. It
reminded me of author and speaker Jill Savage’s latest project: No More Perfect Moms.
Let me be clear. I love seeing your kids’ pictures on social media. They’re cute. They’re growing and changing so
fast. It’s nice to see what they’re up to. But the minute I start comparing my kids with yours, I’ve gone to a bad place.
Speaking of social media, I just saw this quote this morning and it seems to fit perfectly: "Always be a first-rate version
of yourself instead of a second-rate version of somebody else." (Judy Garland)

It seems I’ve visited this topic recently, but it bears repeating – Thank God He hasn’t asked me to be somebody else.
Just me. With a whole lot of his help!

“Cathy O.”

Cathy Obernuefemann
Interim Worship Leader

Every Week
Sunday:
9:30 am
6 pm
6 pm

Worship
Junior High at Union
Senior High at Journey

5

Blessing of backpacks at
both Journey and Union

Outreach Committee visits the back-to-school
program at Belleville West

Journey at Freeburg’s Homecoming
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
All women are invited to join us at our next meeting, Wednesday, September 11 at 10:30 in the McKinley
Fellowship Hall. The program will be provided by the Deborah Circle and our Hostess will be the
Executive Board.
The Executive Board will meet at 9:30 am in Room 407 prior to the General Meeting.
 September 13, Elizabeth Circle will be entertaining the residents at Four Fountains.
 September 15, UMW Sunday and Installation of Officers for the year 2020.
 September 22, Bake Sale during our Coffee Hour between church services, provided by the Executive Board.

The Mississippi River District Fall Meeting will be held on Saturday September 21, 2019 at St. John's UMC in
Edwardsville. Registration Fee is $7.00 and due by September 15.
We will be collecting items for Cunningham Children's Home and Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House to take to
this meeting.
Items requested for Cunningham Children's Home:
Gift cards: Walmart, Target, Kohl's, Dollar Tree, McDonalds, Taco Bell, Burger King, Hardee's, Wendy's
Box Tops for Education
Items requested for LBDNH: diapers (all sizes), wipes and baby lotion.
These items will be received at our meeting on Wednesday, September 11 or you can bring them to church on
September 15. There will be a box in the Welcome Center.

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference of United Methodist Women's Annual Meeting Celebration will be held at Christ
UMC in Fairview Heights: Celebrating 150 years of Mission. Registration fee is $20.00. Deadline for signing up is
September 30.

My Thought:
Happiness is not a station you arrive at,
but a manner of traveling.

Barb Cleland

Miriam Circle will meet at 11:30 on August 23rd at Reifschneider’s in Freeburg for lunch and fellowship. The location is
on the left as you come into Freeburg from Belleville. A bit of business will be in order also. If you plan to come please
notify Marvina by phone or email. 910-9772 or 236-6374 or marvey@charter.net.

Elizabeth Circle will meet Saturday, August 24, 9:00 at Karen Milton’s for breakfast. A free-will offering will be taken to
support our Share and Care mission fund. Nancy Weston will have the program. New faces always welcome.

Kids on the Go (1st - 4th Grade)

On Sunday, August 25,
we will have a
swimming party at
Jane and Thom Peter’s
home from 5:00 - 6:30. Please wear your
swimsuit and bring a towel. Dinner will be
provided. We will welcome our new first
graders and say good bye to our fourth
graders. RSVP by Wednesday,
August 21 to donna@unionumc.org

Thank you so much for the wonderful
support that was given to the collection
of school supplies. Once again, our
members showed how caring they
are. You have helped many a student
to have a good school year.
Special thanks to those who helped
sort and package the
supplies. Special thanks to Marilynn and Gary Cunningham who
took the items to Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House and Jane
Peters who took them to some schools in District 118.
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Inside Outreach Update, July

Plastic Caps/Lids Update

Sack lunches:

UUMC has been passing along numerous bags of
plastic caps/lids to various local groups. We helped
McAllister Park in Lebanon with their goal of 3
benches. We also helped Ellis School’s 3rd Grade
classroom bench project with their goal of 2 benches.
We continue to pass along to the O’Fallon EMS
Department for their project. We ask the
congregation to please inform the church office if you
see or hear of any additional local groups collecting
for plastic benches. Thank you.

Week of July 1: 146
Week of July 7: 191
Week of July 14: 278
Week of July 21: 300
Week of July 28: 183
For a grand total of 1098 for the month, with the church
closed on July 4th, and only 4 days the last week! As always,
thanks to Jack Burke, who does the major assembling of the
lunches; Charles Treser (and occasionally Larry Mueller) for
purchasing and stocking of the supplies; volunteers each
Sunday who prepare/fill the sack lunches; volunteers who,
due to demand, make more sandwiches and lunches near the
end of the week; those who hand out the lunches.

Wednesday Showers:
July 3: 2
July 10: 6
July 17: 0
July 24: 3
July 31: 2
For a total of 13 individuals who were pleased to have an
opportunity to get a warm shower, and a chance to cool off
for a short time. Thanks to those who assist in this program. It
is a 2-hour commitment on Wednesdays.
Also, Outreach Committee donated school supplies to the
UMW’s school supply drive.
The next Bridge Bread sale is September 8th. Please find it in
your hearts to help support this mission. What Fred Domke
does is something most of us would never attempt, and
supporting him by purchasing bagels, breads and rolls is a
fantastic way to assist him to continue his journey in helping
those in need.
In God's love, Wisdom and Guidance,
Larry Mueller
Outreach Chairperson

Visitation and Other Good Stuff
with Dr. Joe Scheets
Picking up where we left off last time in this space --Brothers and sisters, do not grieve like the rest of
humanity, who have no hope.
That’s 1st Thessalonians 4:13. Like a delicious
cookie, it’s packed with good stuff.
Did I say cookie? Of course I meant salad.
And it really is packed with nutrients --Brothers and sisters. Christ Jesus himself said,
“Here’s how to pray: start with Our Father.” Once we
do that, we realize we’re part of a family so large it’s
beyond our comprehension. We have support from
our sisters and brothers in Christ, as well as our
cousins and in-laws and all the others in Christ. Be
grateful.
Do not grieve like the rest of humanity. I
appreciate the bluntness and completeness of
Scripture. Those first three words alone are
impossible; of course, we grieve! It’s the rest of that
phrase that makes us distinctive and sets us up for
what’s next. But first, it’s okay to grieve. Be realistic.
Do not grieve like the rest of humanity, who have
no hope. By the grace of God, we are indeed
different, and in a good way. Paul Simon wrote, “I
would not give you false hope, on this strange and
mournful day.” By contrast, Peter wrote about a hope
that is solid and true when he said, According to
God’s great mercy, we have been born again to a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled,
and unfading, kept in heaven for you. (1st Peter 4) Be
hopeful.
Let’s you and me remind one another of these things.
After all, there’s a prayer on page 871 of our current
hymnal that says, ”Help us to live as those who are
prepared to die. And when our days here are
accomplished, enable us to die as those who go forth
to live.”
Yours in Christ,

Joe
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Children's and Handbell Choir
rehearsals beginning soon!
The children's choirs begin
rehearsal Sunday, September 8.
Julie Petraborg, Director
King's Kids: age 3 – kindergarten; 10:10-10:30 am
Joyful Noise: 1st – 6th grade; 11:15 am - noon

MUSIC TIDINGS
"It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to thy
name, O Most High; to declare thy steadfast love in the morning,
and thy faithfulness by night, to the
music of the lute and the harp, to the
melody of the lyre. For thou, O Lord, hast
made me glad by thy work; at the works
of thy hands I sing for joy."
Psalm 92:1-4

Hand bell choirs will begin rehearsals on
Thursday, September 5th. Bonnie Moncelli,
Director
Ringing Brass - 6 pm
Jubilation Hand bells - 7 pm

UNION FINE ARTS SERIES CONCERT

Saturday, September 21

SUNDAY, AUGUST 25
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem
"Sing Praise to God With One Accord"- Haydn
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Welcoming Worship";
Hosea 11:1-11, Luke 15:1-2
11 am - "Crosswalk"

7:30 pm
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1

SAFB Chamber Ensemble

Sermon Series Concludes
Pastor Harvey finishes his sermon
series on worship:
Aug. 25

Hosea 11:1-11, Luke 15:1-2
“Welcoming Worship”

9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem
"One at the Feast" - Courtney; with flute
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "A Big Enough Table for All";
Luke 14:1-14
Communion
11 am - "Crosswalk"
Communion

