
   

 

One of our biggest spiritual problems is this: we want God to 

do something new while we keep doing the same old thing. 

We want God to change our circumstances without us having 

to change at all. We’re asking God for new wine, but we’ve 

still got an old wineskin. 

This is what the Lord says to Israel: 

“Seek me and live; do not seek Bethel, 

do not go to Gilgal, do not journey to Beersheba.” 

 

Mark Batterson writes: 

“All three places held special significance. They were sacred landmarks in Israel’s 

spiritual journey. So why would God tell them not to seek Him there? 

The answer is simple: You won’t find God in the past. His name is not I Was. His 

name is I Am. If we obsess over what God did last, we’ll miss what He wants to do 

next. God’s at work right here, right now. God’s always doing something brand 

spanking new.” 

Mr. Batterson is right. Living in the past, in our own lives, and in the life of the church 

is dangerous, unproductive and un-helpful. To be fully alive is to be fully present. And 

to do that, you’ve got to leave the past in the past. Paul says it best in Philippians 3:13

-14: 

Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the 

goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

I love reminiscing on the past and remembering what has gone before; remembering 

the past is important and needed. But, living in the past is different. Batterson goes 

on,  

“God wants to reconcile your past by redeeming it. He’s in the recycling business: He 

makes recycled goods out of wasted lives.”  

God tells us over and over again that each and every day is a new day to experience 
His love; it’s called grace. God wants us and needs for us to move forward. We 
desperately need a fresh wind, a new way, a renewed outlook on our mission. The 
past is the past. God needs us to move forward and not stay in the past. What do you 
think?  

                             

             Harvey 

“Developing Followers of Jesus Christ to Serve the World”  
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Every Tuesday, 9:30 am 

Prayers and Perspiration 

McKinley Hall 

 

Second Wednesday 10:30 

am 

United Methodist Women 

McKinley Center 

(no meetings January, 

June, July, and November) 

 

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm 

United Methodist Men 

Krause Room  

 

Every Thursday 9:00 am  

Krause Room 

 

Junior Church 

 (Kindergarten – 4th Grade) 

Junior Church is held during 

the 9:00 am worship service 

 

Each Wednesday 

Horticulture 

 8:00 am, Coffee 

Grimm and Gorly 

324 E. Main, Belleville 

9:00 am, Church 
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Tidings 
 Union United Methodist Church 

721 East Main Street  
Belleville, Illinois 62220                                               

618-233-6375  
  

Thel Lemons, Editor     
chefthel@aol.com 

 
Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither 

The Tidings is published bi-monthly. 
The copy deadline is generally on the 

second and fourth Mondays, 10:00 am. 
 

Contributors may attach copy to email 
or place it in the editor’s mailbox in the 

church office.  

Upcoming Tidings deadlines 

(10:00 am):   

   September 23 

October 7, 21 

 

The Horticulture 
Club gives Jim 
Eckert a THANK 
YOU for hosting 
our group last 
week. Besides 

the usual visiting, we enjoyed a 
tour of some of the Eckert facilities 
and orchards. Thanks, Jim, for your 
time. 

We are meeting regularly at Grim 
and Gorly Florist Wednesdays at 8 
AM and the at the church at 9 AM 
to work at various projects. All are 
welcome for either or for both 
times. 

First Time Visitor, September- October 

    Primary Team         Alternate Team  

Sep 15   Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol  Kent & Susan McVety 
Sep 22   Don & Connie Stein    Dan & Laura Nollman 
Sep 29   Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier  Marlene Frazer & Sue Davis 
Oct 6   John & Linda Gray     Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol 
Oct 13  Dick Frette & Jerry Sauerwein Don & Connie Stein 
Oct 20  Kent & Susan McVety    Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier 
Oct 27  Dan & Laura Nollman    John & Linda Gray 

Crosswalk Time Change 
 
The Crosswalk worship service that 
meets every Sunday in the Chapel 
has moved back to its original time 
of 11:15 am. This change will allow 
those who would like to attend 
Sunday School to worship at the 
later 
service.  

Greeters,  September -  October 

DATE NARTHEX WELCOME CENTER EAST MAIN 

Sept 15 Susan McVety Connie Stein Mary Beth Lee 

Sept 22 
Shirley 

Whitecotton 
John  & Linda Gray Mike Engel 

Sept 29 Mary Beth Lee 
Jerry & Lisa 

Koerkenmeier 
Charles & LeAnna 

Kaemmerer 

Oct 6 Karen Kohne Jerry & Margaret Turner Tom Wade 

Oct 13 Jane Bonaldi 
Gary & Marilynn  

Cunningham 
Dennis & Kay Watt 

Oct 20 Susan McVety Doug & Sharon Dahm 
Claudette Himes 

Carla Ball 

Oct 27 Sheri Hill Joe & Lisa Melton Skip & Nancy Uhl 

 
 I have been part of a Methodist 
congregation for more than 70 years and, 
for the first time in all those years, I’m 
deeply concerned for the future of Union.  
For the first time that I can remember, our 
shut-in’s and elderly need attention and I 
request your help in trying to remedy that 
situation.  
 
 Are there any in this congregation who 
will commit a few hours once a month to 

visit some of these long time members who long for someone to 
talk to?  I guarantee you will receive more than you give.  
 
 I played on this hill as a child and remember the beautiful, 
empty, abandoned castle.  I don’t need another memory like that in 
my life time.  I can no longer drive but, God help us all, I can still 
talk.  Please help me in this endeavor and thanks so much.  
 

Call me!  Love from Myrtle, 618.416.7481. 
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  September 9, 2019 

 

Dear Friends and Members of UUMC, 

     It is with a heavy heart that I inform you that I will be resigning from my Facilities Building Manager 

position effective October 17.  For the past 16 years, it has been a great honor and a privilege to be 

actively involved in so many of Union’s ministries—from ushering and greeting to driving the church 

van, from serving on the administration, finance, and trustee committees to assuming the role of the 

Facilities Building Manager last October. Each of these roles have enriched my life through the 

professional working relationships and friendships I have established over the years. 

     As many of you know, this summer Kathy and I relocated northeast of Highland, IL—37 miles from 

Union.  Since July I have been making the one-hour commute each way, which racks up approximately 

186 miles per week.  I honestly thought I could continue making this drive every day.  However, over 

the past several months, the sobering reality of this commute, especially with upcoming winter driving 

on rural roads, was a major factor in my decision.  Another contributing factor in my decision is the fact 

that based on the often time-sensitive requirements of this position, the facilities manager should 

ideally be someone who lives in close proximity to the church and who would be available on short 

notice seven days a week.  Unfortunately, I no longer have that availability due to the distance from my 

home. 

     I wish to reiterate my appreciation for the opportunity to have served as your Facilities Building 

Manager for the past year.  I have agreed to stay on until this position is filled and until I can get my 

successor trained. 

     With Kathy and I now residing in Highland, this will also be a time for me to transition to a Methodist 

Church here in the local area.  In closing, I will truly miss everyone here at Union.  You will always be 

like family to both Kathy and I, and we will definitely stay connected by returning occasionally for a 

Sunday service.  God bless you all! 

 

With utmost gratitude, respect, and dignity, 

Ron 

The Suddarth family 
deeply appreciates 
the cards and food, 
and especially those 
who traveled to Mt. 
Vernon for the 

service. Your care and concern and prayers 
during our time here have been so important as 
Ed struggled in the last few months to get 
around, yet always wanting to attend 
church.  Please know how grateful we are for 
your support, and most of all, for your prayers 
and kindness.  May God bless each of you. 

        ECKERT’S FARM 

Now hiring smiling faces with great 
attitudes! Stop by our Millstadt farm and 
ask for Sarah Lanxon or email me at 
sarah.lanxon@eckerts.com if you are 
interested.  It's a fun place to work and our 
guests are the BEST! Perfect job for stay at 
home moms, high schoolers, empty 
nesters or anyone in between.   

Hope to see you at the farm!   

2719 Eckert Orchard Lane, Millstadt 

mailto:sarah.lanxon@eckerts.com
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JOURNEY UMC  
DR. JOE SCHEETS 

900 NORTH STATE STREET  
FREEBURG, IL 62243  

618-710-0224   WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG 

Continuing the Journey 
What’s Happening in Freeburg 

 
So many things happening at Journey… 

Wheelchair ramp build in Freeburg this weekend 
Dr. Joe, Kathy Thurston, and I are attending a worship workshop 9/14 at Troy UMC 
Celebrating Jack & Mardell Tolan’s 68

th
 wedding anniversary 9/15 

Beyond the Broken Heart – a monthly journey through grief program begins 9/19 
Unafraid – a DVD study by Adam Hamilton begins 9/22 
Freeburg Fall Festival – we will be helping with trash pickup and perhaps a booth 9/28 
We have continued to see new and returning faces 
Debbie Sebol has agreed to be our greeter unless she is out of town 
Becky Hardy is providing communion elements 
Our youth / outreach director Sandy Merrill is planning lots of fun things! 

                  

           “Cathy O.” 

                                                                      Cathy Obernuefemann 
                                                                       Interim Worship Leader 

 

Every Week 

  Sunday: 
 

9:30 am Worship 
6 pm   Junior High at Union  
6 pm   Senior High at Journey   

Grief Class Dates and Times 
 

How do you understand grief when your heart is broken by the death of a loved one? To survive and to live forward, 
you must find answers. Beyond the Broken Heart is a grief support and ministry program for anyone who is grieving 
the loss of a loved one, or those who just want to know more about the grieving process. We will be meeting monthly.  
 

The book we will be using is entitled: (You can purchase the book on your own but it is not necessary for the class)  
 

“Beyond the Broken Heart, A Journey Through Grief”  by Julie Yarbrough 
 
Subjects to be discussed over the time we have together.  

1. Naming grief 
2. Understand grief 
3. Yielding to grief 
4. Responding to grief 
5. Adjusting through grief 
6. Moving forward in grief 
7. Growing spiritually through grief 
8. Living beyond grief 
 

This class will be taught and resourced by Pastor Harvey, Pastor Joe, and Christine Lippert-Scronce.  
 

The dates and times of the grief class are:  
2:30 pm to 3:30 pm at Union in the Krause Room 
And 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm at the Journey in Freeburg.  
 

Sep 19, Oct 17, Nov 14, Dec 19, Jan 16, Feb 20, Mar 19, Apr 16, May 21 and Jun 18.  
 

Please join us!  
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Kids on the Go -  
(1st - 4th Grade)  
 

On Sunday, September 
29, we will be going to 
the Lincoln Theater to 
watch a new children’s 

movie Abominable.  The matinee time is 
not available yet.  The price is $5.50 per 
person.  I will give you a time to meet at 
the theater as soon as I get more 
information from the Lincoln.        Donna 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

     
 September 15, UMW Sunday and Installation of Officers for the year 2020.  Jennifer Wilkerson will 
 bring the message “Come To Me.”    

 We are making ROOM AT THE TABLE for you (women) in McKinley Hall following the 9:00 am 
service.  Please stop by,  
 

 September 22, Bake Sale during our Coffee Hour between church services, provided by the Executive Board. 

 

The Mississippi River District Fall Meeting will be held on Saturday ,September 21, 2019 at St. John's UMC in 
Edwardsville.  Registration Fee is $7.00 and due by September 15. 

We will be collecting items for Cunningham Children's Home and Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House to take to 
this meeting. 

Items requested for Cunningham Children's Home: 

Gift cards:  Walmart, Target, Kohl's, Dollar Tree, McDonalds, Taco Bell, Burger King, Hardee's, Wendy's 
Box Tops for Education 

Items requested for LBDNH: diapers (all sizes), wipes and baby lotion. 

These items can be brought to church on September 15.  There will be a box in the Welcome Center. 

 
 
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference of United Methodist Women's Annual Meeting Celebration will be held at Christ 
UMC in Fairview Heights: Celebrating 150 years of Mission. Registration fee is $20.00. Deadline for signing up is 
September 30. 
 
 
 

Miriam Circle will once again meet in the Krause Room on the fourth Friday at 1:00 pm.  We will have a social hour with 
refreshments and a program.  We hope to see you on September 27. 
 
Lydia Circle will meet on Monday, September 16, at 6:30 pm in Room 217.  New faces are always welcome! 

 

 

 
MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade) 
Moms with young children: it is hard to find time for yourself.  If you have children 

ages 0 - grade 5, we have created that time for you!   

2019 – 2020 MOMSConnect Schedule   (September – May) 

2
nd 

Wednesday of the Month       5:15 p.m. – 7:45 p.m. 
 

October 9 – 321 Coffee Shop 

November 1- Mom’s Night Out – Courage and Grace - TBA 

November 13 – Candle Night 

December 11 – Visualization Board 

January 8 – Life Coach 

January 17 – Mom’s Night Out – Dinner at Casa Maria 

February 12 – Massage Night 

March 11 – Easter Wreaths 

April 8 – Teacher Gifts 

May 6 – Painting/Moms on a Mission/Schedule for 2020-2021 

 

MOMSConnect can RSVP on Facebook at MOMSConnect at Union for 

the monthly meetings. Please let us know if you are coming and how 

many.           

 

The Illinois Great Riv-
ers Conference of the 
United Methodist 
Church is embarking 
on a mission closer to 

home.  This is a campaign to help raise 
money for The Baby Fold, Chaddock, 
Cunningham Children’s Home, Lessie 
Bates Davis Neighborhood House and 
Spero Family Services.  This is to help 
have spiritual care at each facility.  We 
will be collecting donations during the 
children sermon each week.  Additional 
information will be shared at an upcoming 
children’s sermon.   
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Union UMC Fine Arts Series Presents 
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MUSIC TIDINGS  

"Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the lands!  Serve the Lord 
with gladness!  Come into his  presence with singing!   

Know that the Lord is God!  It is he that 
made us, and we are his, we are his 
people, and the sheep of his pasture.  
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his 
courts with praise!  Give thanks to him, 
bless his name! 

         Psalm 100:1-4 

 

 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 
 

9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem  
"The Lord is My Shepherd” - Goodall 

 
UMW Sunday,  

Guest speaker: Jennifer Wilkerson, “Come To Me” 
Matthew 11:27-29 

 
11:15 am - "Crosswalk" 

 
 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 
 

9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem  
"When I Can Read My Title Clear” - based on an early 

American hymn, arr. by Forrest, with violin and hand drum 
 

Rev. Gaither’s sermon: “Being Lost” - Luke 15:1-10 
 

King’s Kids will sing 
 
 

11:15 am - "Crosswalk" 
 
 

 Choir Rehearsals  
 

The children's choirs on Sundays 
with Julie Petraborg, Director 
 

King's Kids: age 3 – kindergarten; 
10:10-10:30 am 
Joyful Noise: 1

st
 – 6

th
 grade; 11:15 am - noon 

 
Handbell choirs on Thursdays with Bonnie 
Moncelli, Director  

Ringing Brass - 6 pm 
Jubilation Handbells - 7 pm 

 
Sanctuary choir on Wednesdays at 7:30 pm with 
Carole Eckert, Director 

 

UNION FINE ARTS SERIES CONCERT 
 

The Scott Air Force Base 
Chamber ensemble will appear 

in concert on Saturday, 
September 21, at 7:30 pm as 

part of the Union United 
Methodist Church Fine Arts 

Series.  The concert is free and 
there will be a reception following the concert.   

LOOKING FOR FREE FIREWOOD? 

 

I have a very large white oak   

which fell down a year ago  

and is now ready for cutting.   

 If you are interested please 

call David Braswell at  

618-580-5875. 


