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For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16 ESV

This is probably the most recognizable and most quoted passage in
all of the Scriptures. Almost everyone knows this passage. Behind
this well known Scripture is the encapsulation of why Jesus came,
why God sent Him, and what you are worth.
Jordan Loftis, author of The Men With Bare Feet writes:
So often we feel safe in a theology wrapped in self-deprecation. We
focus on our sins. Our desperation. Our neediness. Here’s the deal,
these are all true! We are sinful, desperate, and in deep need of a Savior. But . . . If
that’s the lion’s share of what we dwell on, do we have eyes for newness? Where
are God’s work and victory in our hearts celebrated? Where is our identity rooted?
In my sermon on Sunday September 22nd I spoke about a God who loves us to the ends of the
earth. A God who would leave 99 sheep to find us. A God who would tear the house apart to
capture our hearts. A God who stands on the porch to welcome us home… over and over and
over again.
What are you worth? Maybe you think, or have been told over and over again, very little. In
fact, John reminds us that you are worth everything to the God of this universe! You and I are
worth more than we can imagine to a God who loves us so much that he would send His one
and only Son to us to save us!
God is in charge, and he’s the one who gets to determine what you and I are worth — not us.
He decided we are worth the life of Jesus, and then Jesus willingly laid his life down for us
(John 10:18).
Don’t ever let anyone tell you anything differently; you are of infinite value!

Harvey

New Sermon Series
From September 29 through the month of October I will be preaching sermons based on the
idea of being still. Psalm 46:10 tells us: “He says, “Be still, and know that I am God.”
In the midst of the noise and clatter of the world, we are called to focus away from all of that
and focus our minds, our hearts and our worship on the Lord of this universe. Join us these
next five Sundays as we learn how to “Be Still.”
Sermon Scriptures and Titles:
Sept. 29
Oct. 6
Oct. 13
Oct. 20
Oct. 27

Psalm 46
Mark 1:29-39
1 Kings 19:9-13
Exodus 14:10-22
Joshua 10:12-25

“Be Still and Know”
“Be Still and No-ing”
“Dealing with the Noise”
“Stand Still and See”
“Taking the Time”
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Every Tuesday, 9:30 am
Prayers and Perspiration
McKinley Hall
Second Wednesday 10:30
am
United Methodist Women
McKinley Center
(no meetings January,
June, July, and November)
Third Wednesday 5:30 pm
United Methodist Men
Krause Room
Every Thursday 9:00 am
Krause Room
Junior Church
(Kindergarten – 4th Grade)
Junior Church is held during
the 9:00 am worship service
Each Wednesday
Horticulture
8:00 am, Coffee
Grimm and Gorly
324 E. Main, Belleville
9:00 am, Church
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THE SECOND MONDAY
BREAKFAST GROUP

October 14
Eckert’s Restaurant,
901 S Greenmount Rd., Belleville
We need your reservations, so please
call Sheri, 233-6375 or
e-mail her at
sheri@unionumc.org

First Time Visitor, September- October

Primary Team
Sep 29
Oct 6
Oct 13
Oct 20
Oct 27

Alternate Team

Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier
John & Linda Gray
Dick Frette & Jerry Sauerwein
Kent & Susan McVety
Dan & Laura Nollman

Marlene Frazer & Sue Davis
Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol
Don & Connie Stein
Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier
John & Linda Gray

I have been part of a Methodist congregation for more than 70 years and,
for the first time in all those years, I’m deeply concerned for the future of
Union. For the first time that I can remember, our shut-in’s and elderly need
attention and I request your help in trying to remedy that situation.
Are there any in this congregation who will commit a few hours once a
month to visit some of these long time members who
long for someone to talk to? I guarantee you will
receive more than you give.
I played on this hill as a child and remember the
beautiful, empty, abandoned castle. I don’t need
another memory like that in my life time. I can no
longer drive but, God help us all, I can still talk. Please
help me in this endeavor and thanks so much.
Call me! 618.416.7481…….Love from Myrtle

Tidings
Union United Methodist Church
721 East Main Street
Belleville, Illinois 62220
618-233-6375
Thel Lemons, Editor
chefthel@aol.com
Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither

The Tidings is published bi-monthly.
The copy deadline is generally on the
second and fourth Mondays, 10:00 am.
Contributors may attach copy to email
or place it in the editor’s mailbox in the
church office.

Upcoming Tidings deadlines

Greeters, September - October
DATE

NARTHEX

WELCOME CENTER

EAST MAIN

Sept 29

Mary Beth Lee

Jerry & Lisa
Koerkenmeier

Charles & LeAnna
Kaemmerer

Oct 6

Karen Kohne

Jerry & Margaret Turner

Tom Wade

Oct 13

Jane Bonaldi

Gary & Marilynn
Cunningham

Dennis & Kay Watt

Oct 20

Susan McVety

Doug & Sharon Dahm

Oct 27

Sheri Hill

Joe & Lisa Melton

(10:00 am):

October 7, 21
November 4, 18

Skip & Nancy Uhl
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United Methodist Women

Thank you to all who participated in our UMW
Sunday service. We are so blessed by so many
wonderful dedicated women.
Also a Big Thank you to our Membership Team,
who went above and beyond to Invite and
welcome ladies to our UMW.
Congratulations to all the newly installed officers for the
upcoming year.
Upcoming Events and Dates:

The United Methodist Women will again be
collecting winter items for Neighborhood
House. Any of the following would be greatly
appreciated: new or gently used winter coats,
caps, gloves, scarves or anything "warm and
fuzzy". This can be for children or adults. There
will be a container in the
Welcome Center on Sundays
October 6, 13, and 20 for
donations. Let's help to keep
our friends at LBDNH warm
this winter.

October 9 - 9 am Executive Board Meeting (Note time change)
10 am General Meeting (Note time change)
Executive Board will have the program and Elizabeth Circle
will host.

October 11 - Ruth Circle will go to Four Fountains to uplift
them and have fellowship with them. To see their smiles
makes our day as well. So rewarding.
October 12 - Illinois Great River Conference Annual Meeting
at Christ Church in Fairview Heights. Jenny Johnson will
take your reservation. Cost is $20.00, due by September 30.
Hoping to have a great attendance representing Union.
October 20 - Deborah Circle will have a bake sale between
our church services.

My Thought:
The LORD sometimes takes us into troubled waters
NOT to drown us,
but to cleanse us.
Blessings

Barb Cleland

We are pleased to announce a new circle at Union!
Here is the info on Mary’s Circle—
Chairman: Stephanie Pierce
Mary: We affirm her role in God’s gift of Christ to the world being the mother of Jesus, her care and nurture of Him and
her being a disciple.
Any woman who commits herself to the PURPOSE of
United Methodist Women and to engage in mission, study,
personal growth and social action can join. You don’t have
to be United Methodist or meet an age requirement to be a
member.
Meeting in MOMSConnect room 10:30-11:00 am, 3rd
Sunday of each month. No meetings held December, June,
July or August.
1st meeting is October 20, 2019.

I am SO far behind!! Thanks
to the Junior Rotary
Club and the Internet Club at
Belleville East High
School for the donation of two
tables full of food! Thanks
to Lisa Adams for
coordinating the collection and
delivery of the food!! We also had monetary
donations from Ralph Crago, Linda Moyer, Kathy
Underwood, Robert Brunkow, the Inmans,
Geraldine Thomas, Barbara Kern, David
Favreau and Jerry Sauerwein!
In April, we had donations from Linda Moyer,
Kathryn Grissom, Robert Brunkow, The Inmans,
Geraldine Thomas, Jerry Sauerwein, The
Turners, Donald Eltrich, Virginia Voelkel and
The Seekers Sunday School Class. Thank you!
In June, donations from Linda Moyer, Ann Braun,
The Inmans, Robert Brunkow, Virginia Voelkel,
and Geraldine Thomas.
And in July, donations from Virginia Voelkel, Robert
Brunkow, Bob and Linda Edwards, Geraldine
Thomas and Linda Moyer. Thanks again so
much - we couldn't do it without you!!!
Kay MacIntire
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JOURNEY UMC
DR. JOE SCHEETS
900 NORTH STATE STREET
FREEBURG, IL 62243
618-710-0224
WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG
Continuing the Journey
What’s Happening in Freeburg
Sandra Merrill was recently hired to be our Youth / Family / Outreach Coordinator. I plan to do an interview with her
soon but here is a little info… She and her family have attended Journey for most of the time that we have been in
existence – at least since our “school days”. Sandy is married to Brad (our guitar player) and together they have three
children, Kinleigh, Noah, and Cohen. Sandy has been working with the senior high youth for awhile now and went on
her first mission trip this summer, but was officially hired recently, and is busily working on many ideas that God is
giving her – so much so that she can hardly sleep! She lives in Freeburg, so she is in touch with the community. She
is a kind and caring person who has worked in several industries including pharmacy and banking. This year she was
hired by Freeburg High School to be a Resource Department Aide. I don’t know who is more excited – her or us – but
she is a great asset to have on our team!
Updates from last time…
 We had a great team of youth and adults to build the wheelchair ramp for a resident in Freeburg – photos may be
found on both church Facebook pages
 Dr. Joe, Kathy Thurston, and I attended a worship workshop at Troy UMC. We learned that we are doing just fine,
but also have ideas of how we can tweak things. We ran in to Clint Benesh, who attended Union about 14 years
ago and participated in youth group. He is now in seminary and working for Troy UMC.
 Photos of Jack & Mardell Tolan’s 68th wedding anniversary can be found on our Facebook page
 Beyond the Broken Heart – a monthly journey through grief program began and had several in attendance
 Unafraid – a DVD study by Adam Hamilton began 9/22 and is continuing for several more weeks
 Freeburg Fall Festival 9/28 – we will be helping with trash pickup and hosting a dessert booth in the Square park –
come out and see us!
 We continue to see new and returning faces – to God be the glory! He’s not finished with us yet.
 Feed the Kids Sunday morning sack packing has resumed for the school year

“Cathy O.”
Cathy Obernuefemann
Interim Worship Leader
Every Week
Sunday:
9:30 am Worship
6 pm
Junior High at Union
6 pm
Senior High at Journey

TRUNK OR TREAT
Sunday, October 27
6:00 pm – 7:00 pm
upper parking lot
Please come out and decorate your car
starting at 5:30 and hand
out candy. We hope you
will join us for this

Spooktacular evening of
fun and fellowship!

Book Donations for the
Memorial’s 2020 Book Bazaar
being accepted




Donations may be dropped off
every Tuesday and first and
third Saturdays from 8 – 11 am
through October 29 at the Auxiliary Warehouse in Belleville
(located behind Medical Office Center Two)
Books, DVDs, CDs, vinyl records, audio books, yearbooks,
games and puzzles
For information call Memorial Hospital Auxiliary at 256-5545
or e-mail: MEMAuxiliary@bjc.org
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New Member Class

MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade)

Moms with young children: it is hard to find time for yourself. If you
have children ages 0 - grade 5, we have created that time for you!

2019 – 2020 MOMSConnect Schedule
(September – May)
2nd Wednesday of the Month
5:15 p.m. – 7:45 p.m.
October 9 – 322 Coffee Shop
November 1- Mom’s Night Out – Courage and Grace - TBA
November 13 – Candle Night
December 11 – Life Coach
January 8 – Movie Night
January 17 – Mom’s Night Out – Dinner at Casa Maria
February 12 – Massage Night
March 11 – Easter Wreaths
April 8 – Teacher Gifts
May 6 – Painting/Moms on a Mission/Schedule for 20202021
MOMSConnect can RSVP on Facebook at MOMSConnect at
Union for the monthly meetings. Please let us know if you
are coming and how many.

Pastor Harvey will be offering a
New Member class on Oct. 20 at
10:20 am in McKinley Hall. If you
are interested in joining the church
or just want to know more, please
join us for this class.

Nurture Committee requests the
names and addresses of our
congregation’s college students as
we will soon be putting together the
Fall College Care Packages.
Please submit names and
addresses to Sheri in the office or to
any Nurture Committee member.

Nurture Committee thanks all of the
Fellowship Coffee Server volunteers. A
special thank you to Bob and Joyce
Dintelmann for the extra donated cookie
packages!

The holidays are just around the corner! Gift cards are a
wonderful gift, and by buying early, you’ll save time and
help the MOMSConnect fundraiser!
Sunday October 6 is the next order date. All orders are
collected (check or exact cash) between 10:00-11:00 at the
Welcome Desk. Please visit shopwithscrip.com for a full list
of retailers. Cards will be delivered on October 13.
MOMSConnect

Kids on the Go
(1st - 4th Grade)

On Sunday, September 29, we will go to
the Lincoln Theater to watch a new
children’s movie, Abominable. The
matinee time is not available yet. The
price is $5.50 per person. I will give you
a time to meet at the theater as soon as
I get more information from the Lincoln.
Kids on the Go families are invited to Trunk or Treat on
Sunday, October 27 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. We will
have a spooktacular evening of fun and fellowship.
Donna

The Illinois Great Rivers
Conference of the United Methodist
Church is embarking on a mission
closer to home. This is a campaign
to help raise money for The Baby
Fold, Chaddock, Cunningham Children’s Home, Lessie
Bates Davis Neighborhood House and Spero Family
Services. This is to help have spiritual care at each
facility. We will be collecting donations during the
children’s sermon each week.
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Financial News

As we finish two-thirds of our financial year, we say "Thank you" to all who have contributed their time, talents and
financial resources to our many ministry opportunities. But we still have a few months to go, so where do we stand
and what do we need for the final four months so we can meet all of our financial responsibilities? This is a brief
overview of the financial status at Journey and Union. Journey income for the year is at 57.42 percent of their annual
budget ($107,000) for the year. Income at this point should be 66.67 percent, which equates to $71,337, so they are
$9,893 below budget. The 17 families that pledged this year have paid 83.93 percent of the income to date. Their
expenses this year are at 58.44 percent of budget so they are controlling expenses. At the end of August, they have a
cash balance of $7,737, which is approximately $1,100 below where they started at the beginning of the year. All bills
have been paid and they continue to transfer funds into the building reserve.
For the year, Union has received 57.34 percent of budget. If we had received 100 percent of requirements by the end
of August, we would have an additional $87,300 to invest in ministry. Expenses are at 59.63 percent of budget. The
142 giving units that pledged have paid 84.78 percent of our operating income to date, which includes $12,590 over
and above their pledge amount. We have paid our normal payroll and monthly bills and continue to pay the monthly
building reserve so we have funds available for emergency repairs and contingencies. Our primary concern at this
point is low cash flow that has not allowed us to pay our full apportionments up to this time. We are now four months
behind the World Service and Ministerial Support portions, which equates to $28,657. Due to several large full year
pledge payments in January and February, we ended the month with an operating cash balance of $8,948. However,
the Finance Committee has been amortizing these funds over the full year so our actual cash balance amount is $11,238. Although we were expecting some improvement in cash flow after 30 Jun due to the departure of our
Associate Pastor, we have not yet seen that increase.
As we enter the final four months of our financial year, we ask those who have pledged and are behind on their
pledges to bring their accounts up to date. If circumstances have changed your ability to do that, contact Bunny
VonBokel, our Comptroller, to advise her of the situation so we will have a better understanding of where we stand.
Prayerfully consider how you can support our ministries in the final four months so we can ensure all will be able to
provide the services for which they were developed. If you have any questions about our financial situation, contact
Pastor Harvey, Keith Dintelmann, Finance Committee Chairman, or me. May God continue to bless you and your
families as we move forward together.
Dick Frette
Treasurer
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Visitation and Other Good Stuff
with Dr. Joe Scheets
Check with Someone & Avoid a $9,000 Loss
Protect yourself
This is for us retirees and everybody else, too.
Brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be
uninformed, St. Paul writes in 1st Thessalonians 4:13.
I feel the same way about you.

+Don’t recognize the incoming call’s number?
Don’t answer. The caller can leave a message. If
it’s a scam, you’ll have a chance to listen to the
message, think about what’s going on, and Check
with Someone & Avoid a $9,000 Loss.

Someone I care greatly about was recently perilously
close to losing over $9,000 and asks me to tell you
about it. Here’s what happens:

+Be careful about what you share on social
media. If your personal details are public, they
can be used to defraud you and your loved ones.

You answer your phone and it’s a family member
who’s injured. Or in jail. Or some other emergency.
You’re asked to send money immediately.
Hit the Pause Button with me: it’s most likely a scam,
and you’re about to be robbed. It’s real. It happens.
You love your family. Crooks know that and
capitalize on that.
I’ll get out of the way for a moment. (But have I
mentioned Check with Someone & Avoid a $9,000
Loss?) --“These scammers are experts at impersonating
people they’ve never even met,” says Emma
Fletcher. “Car accident injuries, often broken noses,
or uncontrolled sobbing explain away a voice that
might not sound quite right.”
“Scammers use personal details from social media
sites to make their stories more believable. Or they
may simply wait for their target to use a name –
‘Steve, is that you?’ – and take the cue.
“According to reports, callers often give very specific
instructions about how to send cash. Many people
said they were told to divide the bills into envelopes
and place them between the pages of a magazine.
Then, according to reports, they were told to send
them using various carriers, including UPS, FedEx,
and the U.S. Postal Service.”
What can you and I do?
+Talk about all of this, say the experts.
+Share my humble column here with family and
friends as a start. Knowledge is powerful, and
shared knowledge even more so.

If you get one of these calls
+Don’t act right away, no matter how dramatic
the story is, but first…
+Call that family member or friend directly, using
a familiar phone number…and if that’s not possible,
+Check out the alleged emergency with someone
else in your circle, even if the caller told you to
keep it a secret.…again: even if the caller told you
to keep it a secret. (Remember: Check with
Someone & Avoid a $9,000 Loss.)
+If you’ve mailed cash in response to this scam,
report it right away to whichever shipping
company you used, including UPS, FedEx, and the
U.S. Postal Service.
+Some people have been able to stop delivery by
acting quickly and giving a tracking number. Also tell
the FTC at FTC.gov/complaint.
--- Serious stuff. Brothers and sisters, I do not want
you to be uninformed. And I don’t want you to be a
victim. In my forty-plus years in ministry, I’ve known
more than a few people who have received one of
these phone calls. It’s terrifying at the least and
unspeakable at the worst.
I surely don’t want you to suffer a loss that’s
averaging at last report $9,000! Find that shocking
detail and others at my source for some of this
information, https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/blogs/
data-spotlight/2018/12/new-twist-grandparent-scammail-cash..
As the recent recipient of one such scam says, if you
get one of these calls, Check with Someone & Avoid
a $9,000 Loss.
Yours in Christ,
Joe
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CHOIRS AT UNION

Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord —
Join a Choir!
SANCTUARY CHOIR rehearses Wednesdays at
7:30 pm and sings at 9 am

MUSIC TIDINGS
"O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord all the
earth! Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his
salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the
nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples!

Psalms 96:1-3

CROSSWALK rehearses Sundays after 11:15
am service in Chapel

HANDBELL CHOIRS rehearse Thursdays;
Ringing Brass at 6 pm, Jubilation at 7 pm

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

KING’S KIDS (ages 3 - kindergarten) rehearses
from 10:10 am to 10:30 on Sundays

9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem "God of Comfort, God of Courage” - Chenowith

JOYFUL NOISE (1st - 6th grade) rehearses from
11:15 to noon on Sundays

Jubilation Handbells:
"Holy Spirit, Breath of God" by Lamb
Joyful Noise will sing
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Be Still and Know"; Psalm 46
11:15 am - "Crosswalk"

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem "Celtic Communion"- arr. Hayes
with Allison Niesen on pennywhistle
Communion
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Be Still and "No-ing”; Mark 1:29-39
11:15 am - "Crosswalk"
Communion

