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Relationships are complicated no matter what that relationship is.
And relationships are hard words, no matter what that relationship
is. At the heart of a relationship is mutual trust and mutual concern.
When you care for someone, there is a certain trust that grows as
you and that person build a bridge between the two of you. As the
bridge grows and the relationship grows, so does the trust you have
with that person. Along with trust comes a mutual concern. Your
concern for the other is based on a basic understanding that when
you care for someone then you are also concerned for their
wellbeing.
The church is the place where we begin our work on relationships. It
begins with the idea of love. Jesus tells us in John 15:3- “Greater
love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” In Ephesians 4:2, Paul tells
us: “Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.” In fact,
when we become Christians, we become whole new people and our relationships with others
are completely and wholly altered by that.
Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:17-18: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has
come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.”
God calls us to take ownership of our relationships. How we treat one another was important
to Jesus and it is supposed to be important to us as his followers.
Neil Mathis takes this further when he writes about how our relationship with our God touches
on our relationships with others. Mathis writes:
So what does our relationship with God teach us about other, less divine
acquaintances? Without any hesitation, our relationship with God should define how we
perceive those who God brings into our lives. We should see the rest of the world as
God does. The people we run across in every circumstance are also made in His image.
They are also God’s masterpiece. They can also love Him, serve Him and live eternally
with Him right alongside of us.
Our connection through Christ to God our Father connects us to one another. Our
relationships with one another matter. How we treat others matters. They should matter to us
and they certainly matter to God.

Harvey
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Every Tuesday, 9:30 am
Prayers and Perspiration
McKinley Hall
Second Wednesday 10:30
am
United Methodist Women
McKinley Center
(no meetings January,
June, July, and November)
Third Wednesday 5:30 pm
United Methodist Men
Krause Room
Every Thursday 9:00 am
Krause Room

Charge Conference 2019
Our Charge Conference with our new District Superintendent has been set for Nov.
24th at 5:00 pm. This will be a great way to meet our new DS, Rev. Allynn Walker.
Allynn recently served as the pastor of the Columbia Bethany UMC from 2008 until
coming onto the cabinet this past July 1st. Please come out to meet Allynn to get to
know her more and hear where we are headed in 2020.

Junior Church
(Kindergarten – 4th Grade)
Junior Church is held during
the 9:00 am worship service
Each Wednesday
Horticulture
8:00 am, Coffee
Grimm and Gorly
324 E. Main, Belleville
9:00 am, Church
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THE SECOND MONDAY
BREAKFAST GROUP

First Time Visitor, October-November
Primary Team

November 11
Round Table
6401 West Main, Belleville
We need your
reservations, so please
call Sheri, 233-6375 or
e-mail her at
sheri@unionumc.org

Oct 27
Nov 3
Nov 10
Nov 17
Nov 24

Alternate Team

Dan & Laura Nollman
Marlene Frazer & Sue Davis
Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol
Don & Connie Stein
Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier

John & Linda Gray
Dick Frette & Jerry Sauerwein
Kent & Susan McVety
Dan & Laura Nollman
Marlene Frazer & Sue Davis

Senior High met at Braeutigams Orchards to do a little
pumpkin picking on a beautiful Sunday afternoon.

Tidings
Union United Methodist Church
721 East Main Street
Belleville, Illinois 62220
618-233-6375
Thel Lemons, Editor
chefthel@aol.com

What a way to spend a crisp fall evening! An outside movie night for the senior high
youth group. The group watched Facing the Giants, and ate hamburgers, mac ‘n
cheese and some delicious desserts (plus popcorn!) Thanks to Kathie Wagner,
Tommy and Holle for hosting this fun evening of fellowship.

Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither
The Tidings is published bi-monthly.
The copy deadline is generally on the
second and fourth Mondays, 10:00 am.

Greeters, October - November
DATE

NARTHEX

WELCOME CENTER

EAST MAIN

Oct 27

Sheri Hill

Joe & Lisa Melton

Skip & Nancy Uhl

Nov 3

Phyllis Ellet

Bob & Heidi Dee

Bob Dintelmann

Nov 10

Cheryl Lanke

Bob & Dorothy Inman

Joe & Janet Lanius

November 4, 18

Nov 17

Jenny Johnson

Bill & Joan Juergens

Mike Munie

Dec. 2, 16

Nov 24

Nancy Weston

Dennis & Jeanne Poole

Jack & Carrol Woods

Contributors may attach copy to email

Upcoming Tidings deadlines
(10:00 am):
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United Methodist Women
Ladies, there is an "Aspire Women's Event" on
Sunday, November 17 at the Destiny Church in
St. Louis. If we get a group of 10 or more to
attend, our tickets will be $20.00 each. The
show starts at 5:00pm. Doors open at 4:30.
We are assured of an evening full of laughter, stories, and
music--a women's weekend retreat rolled up into one
night.
Please let me know if you are interested ASAP.
Upcoming Dates for your Calendars:
November 17 - Lydia Circle - Bake Sale
December 4, 9:30 am; Krause Room
Executive Committee Planning Meeting
December 11
9:30 am - Executive Meeting
10:30 am - General Meeting
* Elizabeth Circle will have the program
* Deborah Circle will host
December 13 – Deborah Circle will visit the residents at
Four Fountains.
My Thought:
A good memory is fine - but the ability to forget is the true
test of greatness.
Barb Cleland

The Horticulture Club enjoyed a field trip to Fort Charrette
in Washington, MO where Mr. Crosby Brown showed us
his home which has been occupied continuously since it
was built in the 1790’s. He had many artifacts in his
collection from American Indian and early American
settlers of that era. Thanks to Mike Engel for the
arrangements, Dick Frette for driving and retired Pastor
Ed Weston for hosting lunch at his weekend home on
Indian Hills Lake.
We meet each Wednesday and we welcome anyone to
join us.

November 10
At each children’s sermon our kids are being asked to
bring change for an important conference fund: Our
Conference, Our Kids.
A challenge has been issued to each of our groups
that meet at the church (Sunday
Schools, UMW Circles, etc) to also
collect change each week to go to this
important ministry. Our kids have
stepped up, now it’s the adults’ turn!

UMW
150 YEARS STRONG!
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JOURNEY UMC
DR. JOE SCHEETS
900 NORTH STATE STREET
FREEBURG, IL 62243
618-710-0224
WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG

Continuing the Journey
What’s Happening in Freeburg
Although she has been working with our senior high youth since January of this year, Sandy Merrill was officially hired
in August to be our Youth, Family, & Outreach Director. As promised, I asked her a few questions to help you get to
know her better.
Tell me a little about yourself…I grew up in Belleville and moved to Freeburg around 2005. I am very happily
married to Brad (rockstar guitarist at Journey) since 12-31-16. We have three beautiful kids in our blended little family:
Kinleigh & Noah (mine) and Cohen (his). We also have two fur babies Bailey and Cooper (ours). I have also been
employed at Freeburg Community High School as a Resource Aide since August of this year.
What brought you to Journey in the first place? A very long time ago in a galaxy far, far away and when
Journey met in the Township Building every two weeks, Donna and Erik Wendel invited us and the rest is history. I am
thinking it was the spring of 2008. It was more like a small Bible study group, which gave me a chance to learn about
our Heavenly Father on a more personal level. And it has been an amazing ride ever since!
Why have you stayed at Journey? / Why are you still here...This is my home. My family (the congregation)
goes here - this church is filled with the most loving, caring, compassionate people.
What are you most excited about in your "new" position?... How many ideas God has given to me. It has been
so much fun seeing things come to life that are for HIS purpose. Also working with the Senior High Youth - they are an
incredible group of kids that have great ideas and hearts that are ready to serve!
What do you hope to accomplish for the Kingdom of God through your position?...Honor God, Love Others
and Serve the World! I am here to help our church be the hands and feet of Jesus, doing such things as outreach to
those in need, involving us in the community and organizing church functions for fellowship.
Anything else you would like to add? I would really love to hear suggestions on what people would like to see
happening within this congregation. I am available by phone at 618-789-3151 or
email journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com

“Cathy O.”

Cathy Obernuefemann
Interim Worship Leader
Mark Your Calendar:
November 3, 6 pm – Let’s Get Together Dinner
December 1, time TBA – Let’s Get Together Dinner and Hanging of the Greens
December 24, 5 pm – Christmas Eve Worship
March 28, 2020 – A Touch of Sass youth fundraiser – will be held at Union to accommodate more folks!

Every Week
Sunday:
9:30 am
6 pm
6 pm

Worship
Junior High at Union
Senior High at Journey
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Kids on the Go
(1st - 4th Grade)

MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade)

Moms with young children: it is hard to find time for yourself. If you
have children ages 0 - grade 5, we have created that time for you!

2019 – 2020 MOMSConnect Schedule
(September – May)
2nd Wednesday of the Month
5:15 p.m. – 7:45 p.m.
November 13 – Candle Night
November 22 - Mom’s Night Out – Paint Party
December 11 – Life Coach
January 8 – Movie Night
January 17 – Mom’s Night Out – Dinner at Casa Maria
February 12 – Massage Night
March 11 – Easter Wreaths
April 8 – Teacher Gifts
May 13– Painting/Moms on a Mission/Schedule for 20202021

Kids on the Go families are invited to Trunk or Treat,
Sunday, October 27 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. We
will have a spooktacular evening of fun
and fellowship.
Parent’s Night Out – Save the Date
On Friday, November 22, we will be having Parent’s
Night Out for KOTG and MOMSConnect families
from 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. There will be nursery
care available. We will have pizza and snacks.
Please RSVP to donna at donna@unionumc.org by
Sunday, November 17.

Donna

TRUNK OR TREAT

MOMSConnect can RSVP on Facebook at MOMSConnect at
Union for the monthly meetings. Please let us know if you
are coming and how many.

The holidays are just around the corner! Gift cards are a
wonderful gift and ,by buying early, you’ll save time and
help the MOMSConnect fundraiser! Special $5.00 and
$10.00 gift cards on select retailers will be available for
purchase.
Sunday, November 10, is the next order date - it is being
postponed a week due to Friendsgiving. All orders are
collected (check or exact cash) between 10:00-11:00 at the
Welcome Desk. Please visit www.shopwithscrip.com for a
full list of retailers. Cards will be delivered on Sunday,
November 17.
MOMSConnect

Sunday, October 27
6:00 pm – 7:00 pm
upper parking lot
Please come out and decorate your car starting at
5:30 and hand out candy. We hope you will join us for

this

Spooktacular evening of fun and fellowship!
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MUSIC TIDINGS
When you can't find words to pray,
try this Scripture
Be still, and know that I am God.

Psalm 46:10 (KJV)

I spoke to a friend about my struggles to pray, and
she shared with me an experience she had when
her mother was in the hospital, fighting cancer.
Molly told me that every day she would go to the
chapel in the hospital.
When she got there, however, she found
herself too afraid to pray. She couldn’t find the
words. She didn’t even want to say, “Thy will be
done.” “What if God’s will was to take my mother?”
she said to me. “I couldn’t pray for that.”
Molly would sit there, with her hands folded tightly
in front of her face and her eyes pressed shut,
afraid to have a complete thought pass through
her mind.

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to

thy name, O Most High; to declare thy steadfast love in
the morning, and thy faithfulness by night, to the music
of the lute and the harp, to the melody of the lyre. For
thou, O Lord, hast made me glad by thy work; at the
works of thy hands I sing for joy.
Psalm 92:1-4

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem "Still With Thee" by Hagenberg
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Taking the Time"; Joshua 10:12-15
Joyful Noise will sing
Jubilation hand bell choir will ring: "Be Still My Soul"
11:15 am - "Crosswalk"

Then one day, she noticed an inscription in the
chapel: “Be still, and know that I am God.”
“This,” Molly said, “was something I could pray. I
would just repeat those words over and over.”
Hearing my friend’s story gave me fresh meaning
for that Scripture and a new outlook on praying. I
was trying to force a connection with God through
a series of words. My pastor says, “Prayer is the
soul’s sincere desire to commune with God.” Since
my soul desires, I only need to be still and allow
the opportunity.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3 - All Saints Day
One Service at 10 am
Sanctuary Choir anthem "Sine Nomine" by Ralph Vaughn Williams
"Crosswalk" will sing
Rev. Joe Scheets’ sermon:
"For All the Saints", Hebrews 12:1-3

by Natalie Perkins, From Daily Guideposts

Church wide potluck will follow the service

