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Change. It is inevitable. It is consistent. And it happens whether we
want it to or not. Sometimes change occurs slowly, over time.
Sometimes it occurs suddenly and rapidly, seemingly overnight.
I need you to know that whether we like it or not, change is coming
to the United Methodist Church. It is inevitable; it is coming.
On May 5, 2020 the General Conference of the UMC will be meeting
in Minneapolis, MN. Out of that General Conference (unlike the one
in St. Louis in 2019 where nothing really changed), there will be a
change. The issue of human sexuality and the interpretation of how
we as United Methodist’s interpret Scripture, Tradition, Reason and
Experience (yes, John Wesley) will be decided.
Here is what is going to happen. Either 1) a plan of one kind of another will be passed dividing
the UMC into different expressions (not necessarily denominations) or 2) nothing will pass.
The more conservative part of the UMC has said that they will no longer be able to stay within
the UMC and will begin the process of forming another denomination. Here is a quote from a
recent meeting from that group (the Wesley Covenant Association, the WCA):
WCA President Keith Boyette said, “The WCA believes The United Methodist
Church will come apart, either by an agreed plan of separation enacted by the 2020
General Conference or through local churches deciding to exit the denomination due
to a never-ending cycle of conflict, inaction, and dysfunction. We are preparing for
the launch of a new Methodist church in the aftermath of General Conference 2020.
We see the WCA as the bridge to this new church.”
What does this mean for you and me? Well, it’s complicated. There are churches in this
conference, in fact, in this district, who have made their decision and will be leaving. Entire
conferences have indicated that they will be leaving as well. (The Illinois Great Rivers
Conference is not one of them). So—if the General Conference permits—after May 2020,
Union may choose to join one side or the other (for lack of a better terminology; there are sides
in terms of winning or losing here!).
Within that framework comes another complication: pastors and where do they go. If a church
has a pastor who feels strongly one way or another, he or she might decide that they can no
longer serve the church that they are currently serving because of the way their congregation
has chosen to go. Therefore, those pastors will need to find another appointment. As I said, it
is complicated.
May 2020 will bring change--that much is clear. So, between now and then we all need to have
some clarifying and maybe difficult conversations. Change is never easy and change is hard.
I have been a United Methodist since before my very birth. I am a 5 th generation United
Methodist pastor. We find ourselves in a terrible place. Change is never easy and change is
hard. Let’s be in prayer: for our church, our leaders and Union. And I will take prayers for
myself too!!!

Harvey
A New Thing

On Feb. 5, 2020 we will begin a new thing. Each Wednesday we will gather in the Chapel
for a short service of prayer and Holy Communion each week at 10:00 am. Join me as we
gather to join together in prayer and thanksgiving to our God!
Harvey
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Every Tuesday, 9:30 am
Prayers and Perspiration
McKinley Hall
Second Wednesday
10:30 am
United Methodist Women
McKinley Center
(no meetings January,
June, July, and November)
Third Wednesday 5:30 pm
United Methodist Men
Krause Room
Every Thursday 9:00 am
Krause Room
Junior Church
(Kindergarten – 4th Grade)
Junior Church is held during
the 9:00 am worship service
Each Wednesday
Horticulture
8:00 am, Coffee
Grimm and Gorly
324 E. Main, Belleville
9:00 am, Church
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First Time Visitor, November - December

THE SECOND MONDAY
BREAKFAST GROUP

December 9
Papa Mendi’s Restaurant
127 N Belt East, Swansea
We need your
reservations, so please
call Sheri, 233-6375 or
e-mail her at
sheri@unionumc.org

Primary Team
Nov 24
Dec 1
Dec 8
Dec 15
Dec 22
Dec 29

Alternate Team

Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier
John & Linda Gray
Dick Frette & Jerry Sauerwein
Kent & Susan McVety
Dan & Laura Nollman
Marlene Frazer & Sue Davis

Marlene Frazer & Sue Davis
Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol
Don & Connie Stein
Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier
John & Linda Gray
Dick Frette & Jerry Sauerwein

Let your words be the genuine
picture of your heart.
John Wesley

POINSETTIAS
The church will be
decorated with
beautiful poinsettias
for Christmas. If you
would like to order
one or more, the cost this year is
$12.00 each. The order is due in the
office by Monday, December 16.
The Envelope Order Form can be
found at the Welcome Desk.

Tidings
Union United Methodist Church
721 East Main Street
Belleville, Illinois 62220
618-233-6375
Thel Lemons, Editor
chefthel@aol.com
Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither

The Tidings is published bi-monthly.
The copy deadline is generally on the
second and fourth Mondays, 10:00 am.

Greeters, November - December
DATE

NARTHEX

WELCOME CENTER

EAST MAIN

Contributors may attach copy to email
or place it in the editor’s mailbox in the
church office.

Nov 24

Nancy Weston

Dennis & Jeanne Poole

Jack & Carrol Woods

Dec 1

Sandra Kuehn

Gary & Marvina Lee

Don & Judy Poirot

Upcoming Tidings deadlines

Dec 8

Jolene Wallis

John & Deanna Graham

Claudette Himes
Carla Bell

(10:00 am):

Dec 15

Sandy Patrick

Jim & Thel Lemons

Jack & Carolyn Burke

Dec 22

Grace Moon

Jerry Sauerwein
Kathy Underwood

Norm & Ann Krause

Dec 29

Marlene Frazer

Don & Connie Stein

Danny & Laura
Nollman

December 2, 16
January 6, 27
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United Methodist Women

Upcoming Dates for your Calendars:
December 4, 9:30 am; Krause Room
Executive Committee Planning Meeting
December 11
9:30 am - Executive Meeting
10:30 am - General Meeting
* Elizabeth Circle will have the program
* Deborah Circle will host
December 13 – Deborah Circle will visit the residents at
Four Fountains.
The Christmas Tea will be held on
December 22, 2019 to honor the
choirs and the Ramos Family.
Please bring 3 dozen homemade
Christmas cookies to the church by
8:30 am on December 22. We will
also be setting up for the event on
December 21. You may drop off
your cookies on this day by 10:00 am. Any leftover
cookies will be delivered to the shut-ins of our church. In
addition we will be collecting powdered drink mix and
packaged cookies for the Lessie Bates Davis
Neighborhood House.

New Hymnals

Union UMC is interested in ordering new
hymnals to replace some of the ones that have seen
better days. If you would like to purchase a hymnal (or
hymnals) in honor/memory of someone, they are
currently $17.29 each through Cokesbury. Make checks
payable to Union UMC with ‘hymnal’ in the memo line.
ACT NOW, as these hymnals are usually $22.99
each, but we can get them at a discount at the moment!
Please let Sheri or Natalie Gravois know the following
information when ordering.
1. Your name
2. How many hymnals
3. In ‘honor’ or in ‘memory’ of someone, plus name of
honoree(s)

Orders due Sunday, December 15, 2019.
Blessings,
Worship Committee

Thank you in advance for your generous support of the
Christmas Tea.
Sandy Patrick and Nancy Weston
Friendsgiving Potluck
Thank you to the Nurture Committee
and Dick Frette and company for
organizing and setting up for the
potluck on Sunday, November 3rd. It
started on Friday night with the setting
up of all the tables and then Saturday
morning with the continued set up for
drinks, table setting and other bits.
Sunday morning everyone brought their delicious food
and we enjoyed a lovely time visiting with each other as
we broke bread together. Then the take down and clean
up ended a weekend long event. As we near our holiday
of Thanksgiving, I am thankful for everyone who puts
forth the effort of bringing our church together as a family.
Happy Thanksgiving to all!
Jane Peters
At each children’s sermon our kids are being asked to
bring change for an important conference fund: Our
Conference, Our Kids.
A challenge has been issued to each of our groups
that meet at the church (Sunday
Schools, UMW Circles, etc) to also
collect change each week to go to this
important ministry. Our kids have
stepped up, now it’s the adults’ turn!
Challenge on!

Charge Conference 2019
Our Charge Conference with our new District Superintendent has been set for Nov. 24th at 3:30 pm. This will
be a great way to meet our new DS, Rev. Allynn Walker.
Allynn recently served as the pastor of the Columbia
Bethany UMC from 2008 until coming onto the cabinet
this past July 1st. Please come out to meet Allynn to get
to know her more and hear where we are headed in
2020.
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Kids on the Go
(1st - 4th Grade)

MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade)

Moms with young children: it is hard to find time for yourself. If you
have children ages 0 - grade 5, we have created that time for you!

2019 – 2020 MOMSConnect Schedule
(September – May)
2nd Wednesday of the Month
5:15 p.m. – 7:45 p.m.
December 11 – Life Coach
January 8 – Movie Night
January 17 – Mom’s Night Out – Dinner at Casa Maria
February 12 – Massage Night
March 11 – Easter Wreaths
April 8 – Teacher Gifts
May 13– Painting/Moms on a Mission/Schedule for 2020-21

KOTG families are invited to attend the
Angel Breakfast from 8:30 a.m. –
10:00 a.m. Make your reservations by
Monday, December 2. Call 233-6375 or email
sheri@unionumc.org. Hope you can join us.
January – Ice Skating – Save the Date
Sunday, January 5 – Metroplex – Junior, Senior High,
Union and Journey families are invited to join
us. Additional information will be shared at a later
date.
Donna

MOMSConnect can RSVP on Facebook at MOMSConnect at
Union for the monthly meetings. Please let us know if you
are coming and how many.

The holidays are just around the
corner! Gift cards are a wonderful gift,
and by buying early, you’ll save time
and help the MOMSConnect
fundraiser! Special $5.00 and $10.00
gift cards on select retailers will be available for purchase.
December 1 is the next order date. All orders are collected
(check or exact cash) between 10:00-11:00 at the Welcome
Desk. If you are unable to come that day, please send your
order to the church office before that Sunday. Please
visit www.shopwithscrip.com for a full list of retailers. Cards
will be delivered on December 8. There will be a second
opportunity to purchase SCRIP again on December 8, with
delivery on December 15.
MOMSConnect

Amazing Science Fun at MOMSConnect!
MOMSConnect kids had fun doing an amazing
science devotion. This month was “I Feel the Earth
Move”. We used the concept of soil erosion to help
them understand how we feel sometimes when it’s
hard to follow Jesus.

Recent Aldersgate bus trip to Giant City State Park
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JOURNEY UMC
DR. JOE SCHEETS
900 NORTH STATE STREET
FREEBURG, IL 62243
618-710-0224
WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG
Continuing the Journey
What’s Happening in Freeburg
November 24, after worship – youth bake sale
December 1, time TBA – Let’s Get Together Dinner and Hanging of the Greens
December 4, 6 pm – Leadership Team meeting (this is a change from our regular date)
December 11, 6 pm – Wreath Making Fellowship…This is a free, creative and fun-filled evening that also includes
food! Invite your friends! Reservations can be made on our Sunday Connect card or through Sandy Merrill
(journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com) or Ann Glover (eaglover@yahoo.com). We will have a supply of decorations and
ribbons to use, but you may bring your own, too. The wreaths are made from live tree trimmings and we will need a
large supply. If you have any fir, pine, cedar, holly, or magnolia tree trimmings, please bring them to Journey on
Sunday, December 8 or on December 11. And remember to bring your hand pruning shears.
December 19, 6 pm – Longest Night service… Also called a Blue Christmas service, this is an evening of hope and
love for those in the midst of grief, loss and loneliness. We will have candlelight and a chance to remember the
passing of loved ones. Join us for prayer, reflection, fellowship and acoustic guitar music by Clint Benesh from Troy
UMC.
December 24, 5 pm – Christmas Eve Worship…a service of scripture and carols

“Cathy O.”
Interim Worship Leader

Mark Your Calendar:
March 28, 2020 – A Touch of Sass youth fundraiser – will be held at Union to accommodate more folks!
Sunday:
9:30 am
10:30 am
6 pm
6 pm

Worship
Feed the Kids sack packing
Junior High at Union
Senior High at Journey

For All That Is
The peaceful stream, the dancing leaf, the breeze that
rollicks in the grain, the warmth of sun, the towering
wave, the cool refreshment of the rain; we thank you, O
God.
We catch our breath at your glory, we fall to our knees in adoration. We
thank you, O God.
The touch of grace, the hint of heaven, the healing balm that eases pain,
the broken bread, the saving cup, the sacrament we can’t explain. We
thank you, O God.
The birthing breath, the dying sigh, the holy cycle you ordain. For every
second, for every instant, we give you thanks, O God.
Taylor Davis

Aldersgate Fellowship
will be decorating the
Atrium for Christmas
on Sunday, December
1st at 3:30 pm. Meet
in the lower parking lot
near the Atrium of
Union UMC.
Afterwards, we'll go to
Papa Vito's downtown
for dinner--BRING
CASH as we will get their pizza/salad
specials as a group. So that we may
let the restaurant know how many to
expect, please RSVP by November
26, to Ed Weston,
edweston69@gmail.com or leave
message at 236-0414.
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PLEDGE UPDATES

Visitation and Other Good Stuff

After two weeks of our Stewardship Campaign to allow
each member to prayerfully consider how they will
support Union and Journey UMCs in 2020, we have
received pledges from 112 members at Union that total
$474,067, which is 64.33 percent of its operating budget.
Journey has received $52,800 from 14 members, which
is 44 percent of its operating budget.

with Dr. Joe Scheets

Last year, Union had 144 members (32 more than this
year) pledge 65 percent of the operating budget.
Historically, Union has normally had a successful
financial year when at least 75 percent of the budget has
been pledged. Since Union did not receive 75 percent,
the Finance Committee has had to work extra hard this
year to ensure critical payments are made. Journey has
also had some challenges this year.
Last year, 18 Journey members (4 more than this year)
pledged 80.75 percent of its budget and is barely holding
its own at the end of the year. We don’t have good
historical information on Journey, but the percent
pledged needs to be more than the 80 percent of last
year.
The Union budget has come down a little over seven
percent while the Journey budget has gone up a little
over 12 percent. These are issues that will be discussed
within the Finance Committee and will eventually go to
the Administrative Council for final approval.
For those who have returned their faith promise pledges
so far, we give thanks for your support. For those who
have not yet returned their pledge, we request you do so
as soon as possible so we can continue to plan for 2020.
If you have any questions about the current financial
situation or the results of our Stewardship campaign, feel
free to contact Keith Dintelmann, Finance Committee
Chair, Pastor Harvey or me.
Dick Frette
Church Treasurer

How can our church promote student success?
Pastor Harvey and I spent the morning of November 13
with school administrators and other area pastors trying
to begin to answer that question.
Fast-forwarding to the meeting’s outcomes, three stand
out -- Our church will give a washer and dryer to
Franklin School.
 Our church will officially partner with Henry Rabb
School with regard to the following list of needs.
 Our church will begin to prayerfully consider the
following list of needs, especially the very last
one --—Extra Coats
—Extra Clothing
—Washer & Dryer (and possible expertise to retro-fit
into some older school buildings, and bring up to code)
—Laundry Detergent, etc.
—Pre-packaged Snacks and Storage Bins
Feminine Hygiene products, and Take-Home Packages
—Backpacks with School Supplies, noting that each
school has different requirements
—Mentors, before and after school, once every week or
two to start
—Have lunch at school with student(s) and hang out
(especially 5th-8th graders; ask Harvey or me about a
Guys with Ties group)
—Eat breakfast at school once a week and simply check
in with student(s)
—Office Volunteers to make copies, etc., for teachers
—Field Trip Fund or Funders, for students who can’t
afford the fee
—Family Coaches to help re-think life and break a cycle
of poverty
—A Church Contact Person for any/all of the above
What is our Lord inviting you to help with from this list?
Nobody can do everything, but everybody can do
something.
Please let either Pastor Harvey or me know what you’d
like to do. Surely we can do better than this:
There was an important job to be done. Everybody
was sure that Somebody would do it. Anybody could
have done it, but Nobody did it. Somebody got angry
because it was Everybody’s job. Anybody could have
done it, but Nobody realized that Somebody wouldn’t
do it. So Everybody blamed Somebody because
Nobody did what Anybody could have done.
By the grace of God, we can do better than that.
Yours in Christ,
Joe

Dr. Joe Scheets, 217.377.8049
Visitation and Other Good Stuff
Check out my daily devotional:
www.joescheets.com
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Christmas Pageant
Information
Practice continues for the Christmas
pageant during regular choir
rehearsals, 10:10 to 10:30 and 11:15 to noon every
Sunday morning. We will have three extra
rehearsals on the three Saturdays prior to
December 15 from 10:00 to 11:30 am.

Our rehearsal plan:
Nov 30: script read through, assign parts (including
Joseph, Mary, kings, and angels); review music.
Dec 7: block, read through and review music.
Dec 14: run through entire program.
Our thanks to Mardy Eisloeffel for repairing hymn
books.
Carole Eckert

MUSIC TIDINGS
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the lands! Serve
the Lord with gladness! Come into his presence with
singing! Know that the Lord is God! It is he that made
us and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give
thanks to him, bless his name! For the Lord is good; his steadfast love
endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.
Psalm 100

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24
9 am - Service of Thanksgiving and Praise!
Sanctuary Choir anthem, with brass quartet:
"Now Thank We All Our God"- Cruger/Scott
Jubilation Hand bells will ring the prelude
Joyful Noise will sing

Mark your calendar
December 15, 9 am Children's Christmas program
December 22, 9 am Sanctuary Choir and the Ramos
Family string quintet present a Service
of Carols. The UMW Christmas Tea
will follow the service.

Rev. Gaither's sermon: "A Life Lived"; Luke 6:26-34

11:15 am - "Crosswalk"

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1- 1st Sunday in Advent
UNION METHODIST FINE ARTS
SERIES CONCERT
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 3 pm
"BRONZE EXPRESSIONS”
HANDBELL CHOIR
freewill offering; reception following concert

9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem "How Far Is It to Bethlehem?"- Pethel
with flutist: Cheryl Schaefer
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "A Longing for God"- Psalm 42
11:15 am - "Crosswalk"

