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One of my all-time favorite Christmas carols is “O Holy Night.” I
look forward to hearing it every Christmas. As I thought about it
again this year, I discovered the most stunning and disruptive
line…

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining,
It is the night of our dear Savior’s birth.
Long lay the world in sin and error pining,
'Til He appear'd and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.
Fall on your knees! O, hear the angels' voices!
O night divine, O night when Christ was born;
O night divine, O night, O night Divine.
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The line that absolutely stops me is this: “And the soul felt its worth.”
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John Eldridge writes,
Christmas is a rescue. God coming to rescue us. It is an act of humility, love and
sacrifice unparalleled in the history of the world. But the act does not take place in a
vacuum. The act is not primarily to show the greatness of God. It does show his
greatness. But the act has a fierce intention to it, the whole drama is fiercely intentional,
and the object of this act is you and me; the purpose is our rescue and restoration, to
bring us back to God.
The birth of Jesus is about you and me being saved. God chose to come to earth to save us.
We can’t do it ourselves and so God chose to come and do it for us! Your soul, YOU are worth
THAT MUCH!
Something profound takes place in the soul of a person when they know they matter; when
they know they are prized. It changes them. All questions of tit-for-tat are swept away; there is
no longer any room for fear in the relationship. They know they are loved, and it evokes love in
return. Someone who is rescued has a deep and profound gratitude to the rescuer. “You would
do this for me?”

Harvey

On Feb. 5, 2020 we will begin a new thing.
Each Wednesday we will gather in the Chapel for a short
service of prayer and Holy Communion at 10:00 am.
Join me as we gather to join together in prayer and thanksgiving to our God!

Every Tuesday, 9:30 am
Prayers and Perspiration
McKinley Hall
Second Wednesday
10:30 am
United Methodist Women
McKinley Center
(no meetings January,
June, July, and November)
Third Wednesday 5:30 pm
United Methodist Men
Krause Room
Every Thursday 9:00 am

Come to the manger again and feel your worth!

A New Thing
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Krause Room
Junior Church
(Kindergarten – 4th Grade)
Junior Church is held during
the 9:00 am worship service
Each Wednesday
Horticulture
8:00 am, Coffee
Grimm and Gorly
324 E. Main, Belleville
9:00 am, Church
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First Time Visitor, December - January

THE SECOND MONDAY
BREAKFAST GROUP

January 13
Golden Oak Restaurant,
Route 159 & Frank Scott Parkway,
Swansea, IL

Primary Team
Dec 22
Dec 29
Jan 5
Jan 12
Jan 19
Jan 26

We need your
reservations, so please
call Sheri, 233-6375 or
e-mail her at
sheri@unionumc.org

Alternate Team

Dan & Laura Nollman
Marlene Frazer & Sue Davis
Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol
Don & Connie Stein
Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier
John & Linda Gray

John & Linda Gray
Dick Frette & Jerry Sauerwein
Kent & Susan McVety
Dan & Laura Nollman
Marlene Frazer & Barb Cleland
Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol

Merciful God, you sent your messengers the prophets
to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation.
Give us grace to heed their warnings
and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy
the coming of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
— Advent prayer from UMC Hymnal (page 201)

Christmas Eve Services
We will offer a wide variety of Christmas Eve services on December 24
for you and your family. Here is the schedule:
4:00 pm - At Union UMC: a worship service by our Cross Walk
Praise Team
5:00 pm - At the Journey UMC in Freeburg: a worship service led
by the Journey Praise Team and Dr. Joe Scheets
7:00 pm - At Union UMC: a family worship service of lesson and
carols; special music from Natalie Gravois

Tidings

11:00 pm - At Union UMC: a traditional worship service featuring
special music, the choir and our handbells

Union United Methodist Church
721 East Main Street
Belleville, Illinois 62220
618-233-6375

All four services will include Holy Communion
and the lighting of the candles.
Join us as we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior!

Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither
Greeters, December - January

Thel Lemons, Editor
DATE

NARTHEX

WELCOME CENTER

EAST MAIN

Dec. 22

Grace Moon

Jerry Sauerwein
Kathy Underwood

Don & MaryAnn
Steinkamp

Dec. 29

Marlene Frazer

Don & Connie Stein

Dan & Laura Nollman

Jan. 5

Doris Wiemers

Thom & Jane Peters

John & Linda Gray

Jan. 12

Magan Harms

Dan & Debbie
Rosendohl

Roger & Cindy Knox

January 6, 27

Jan. 19

Mary Suddarth

Tom & Betty Sheeler

Jerry & Lisa
Koerkenmeier

February 24

Jan. 26

Louanne Martin

Geoffrey & Pam Taylor

Mike Engel

Contributors may attach copy to email
or text the information to the editor:
chefthel@aol.com
618/530-8435

Upcoming Tidings deadlines
(10:00 am):
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UMW News
—We had a wonderful Christmas program at
our meeting on Dec 11. The display of various
nativity sets and the stories behind them were
very interesting!
—There will NOT be a UMW meeting and NO Share and
Care at Four Fountains in Jan 2020. However, the
executive board will be hosting a bake sale on Jan 26.
—Be safe as the winter weather moves into our area.
Have a wonderful Christmas full of joy and great
memories!
Jenny Johnson

The Christmas Tea will be held on
December 22, 2019 to honor the
choirs and the Ramos Family. Please
bring 3 dozen homemade Christmas
cookies to the church by 8:30 am on
December 22. We will also be setting up for the event on
December 21. You may drop off your cookies on this day
by 10:00 am. Any leftover cookies will be delivered to the
shut-ins of our church.

December UMW General Meeting

In addition we will collect powdered drink mix and
packaged cookies for the Lessie Bates Davis
Neighborhood House. Look for a table outside the Ivan
Room.
Thank you in advance for your generous support of the
Christmas Tea.
Sandy Patrick and Nancy Weston

ALDERSGATE FELLOWSHIP

GaiL Long and
“BROADWAY SHOW TRIVIA”

Sunday, January 19

Gather, 4:30 pm – Eat, 5 pm

Soups, Salad and Sweets
RSVP to Karen Milton,sewwutt4@aol.com or
971-5079. RSVP deadline, Sunday, January 12
Please check with Karen Milton or Ed Weston for list of
items needed for the evening’s meal.

Deborah Circle members Jolene Wallis, Mary Philip,
Mary Beth Lee, Linda Gray and Mary Suddarth met at
Four Fountains to sing carols with the residents, including
Union’s Martha Tempel.
At each children’s sermon our kids are being asked to
bring change for an important conference fund: Our
Conference, Our Kids.
A challenge has been issued to
groups that meet at the church (Sunday
Schools, UMW Circles, etc) to also collect
change each week to go to this important
ministry.
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THANK YOU TO ANGEL BREAKFAST HELPERS We
had 16 children and 21 adults who were guests at the
"Breakfast with the Angels.” The children’s craft was a
nativity scene that they created using a small clay pot
with the nativity glued inside.
We had cooks, servers, crafters, singers and a
storyteller who helped to kick off the advent season with
a meaningful morning. Thank you to the those who
donated their time on Friday and Saturday: Donna
Shock, Dick Frette, Sheri Hill, Kay Watt, Tom Wade, Dan
Nollman, Ed Weston, Don DeJarnett, Jerry Sauerwein,
Kathy Underwood, Karl and Jordyn Walz, Keith
Dintelmann, Dave Philip, Jim Eckert, Mark Wehrmeyer,
Carl Buehler and Pastor Joe Scheets. If I missed
anyone, please accept my apologies. In Christ's Service,
JANE PETERS
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December 12, 2019
To the Board of UUMC:
MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade)

Moms with young children: it is hard to find time for yourself. If
you have children ages 0 - grade 5, we have created that time for you!

2019 – 2020 MOMSConnect Schedule
(September – May)
nd
2 Wednesday of the Month
5:15 p.m. – 7:45 p.m.
January 8 – Movie Night
January 17 – Mom’s Night Out – Dinner at Casa Maria
February 12 – Massage Night
March 11 – Easter Wreaths
April 8 – Teacher Gifts
May 13– Painting/Moms on a Mission/Schedule for 2020-21
MOMSConnect can RSVP on Facebook at MOMSConnect
at Union for the monthly meetings. Please let us know
if you are coming and how many.

Creative Children at MOMSConnect!
MOMSConnect children made a
New Year jar to put positive
thoughts for the year. We talked
about all the blessings that God
has given us.

We the members of the Monday and Thursday night
Gamblers Anonymous meetings do wish to express
our humble gratitude to UUMC Board for allowing us
to host our GA meetings at the church since 1995.
There are a few of us who have been attending
meetings here since its conception and we as well as
our families are most grateful. Lives have been
saved; families restored and our responsibilities as
productive individuals of our communities enhanced.
Offering your facility to us for meetings has afforded
us the opportunity to recover from such a baffling,
insidious disease with a special and sacred place to
come and share our experiences, strength and hope
with each other. It is through this sharing we
developed a spiritual bond that can only be
understood by other gambling addicts.
We thank you. Without having the use of your facility
some of our lives could have been lost.
Most Humbly,
Belleville GA

Kids on the Go
(1st - 4th Grade)

January – Ice Skating
On Sunday, January 5 at McKendree Metro Plex, we will
be ice skating. Junior High, Senior High, Union and
Journey families are invited to join us.
We will meet at 1:30 at the Metro Plex and skate from
2:00 – 4:00. The price includes skates and admission $11.00/student and $13.00/adult. Please let me know by
Wednesday, January 1, if you are planning on attending.

Donna

Visiting Angels Senior Home Care is looking to employ
Christian care givers.
Those interested can contact the Jobline (618/257-2203)
or the direct line (618/339-2233). Evelyn LaPointe, who
used to work with Parish Nurse Carol Tucker, is the
contact person for our church. There are business cards
and more information in the church office.
Re-
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JOURNEY UMC
DR. JOE SCHEETS
900 NORTH STATE STREET
FREEBURG, IL 62243
618-710-0224
WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG
Continuing the Journey
What’s Happening in Freeburg
Thanks to Ann Glover and Sandy Merrill for planning a wreath making event recently and to Ann for providing us with
a Christmas Tea following worship last Sunday. You can see pictures from the wreath making event on Facebook.
Please keep praying for our church. We have had some new families come to check us out. I gave our worshippers a
challenge on Sunday: Look around you. Whom are you missing at worship? Send a card to one person or one family
simply letting them know that you miss seeing them and that you hope all is well.
Coming Up:
December 24, 5 pm – Christmas Eve Worship…The ABCs of Christmas, plus carols, communion, and candlelight
December 29 – it will be a quiet morning with guest musicians leading lots of carols. You may wear your pajamas if
you like!

“Cathy O.”
Interim Worship Leader
Mark Your Calendar:
March 28, 2020 – A Touch of Sass youth fundraiser – will be held at Union to accommodate more folks!
Sunday:
9:30 am
10:30 am
6 pm
6 pm

Worship
Feed the Kids sack packing
Junior High at Union
Senior High at Journey
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MUSIC TIDINGS
And the angel said to them, “Be not afraid; for
behold, I bring you good news of a great joy;
which will come to all the people; for to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior who is
Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you;
you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”
Luke 2:10-12

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22
Our thanks to all of our children, directors and parents
for the wonderful Children's Christmas program!

9 am - CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE with the Sanctuary Choir
and the Ramos family string quintet
Rev. Gaither's message: "Change the World", Romans 12:10-18
The UMW Christmas Tea will follow the service

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES AT UNION

11:15 am - "Crosswalk"

4 pm - "Crosswalk"; Rev. Gaither preaching
7 pm - music by Natalie Gravois;
Rev. Gaither preaching
11 pm - Sanctuary Choir anthem "What Child Is This?" with flutist: Cheryl Schaefer
Jubilation Handbells; candlelight processional
Rev. Gaither preaching

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29
9 am - Special Music with the Eckert-Woodruff Quartet

Rev. Gaither's sermon: "God With Us", John 1:1-9
11:15 am - "Crosswalk"
SUNDAY, JANUARY 5
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem - "Rocking"
Rev. Bob Edwards preaching
Communion
11:15 am - "Crosswalk"

