
   

One of my all-time favorite Christmas carols is ñO Holy Night.ò I 

look forward to hearing it every Christmas. As I thought about it 

again this year, I discovered the most stunning and disruptive 

lineé 

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining, 

It is the night of our dear Saviorôs birth. 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 

'Til He appear'd and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 

Fall on your knees! O, hear the angels' voices! 

O night divine, O night when Christ was born; 

O night divine, O night, O night Divine. 

The line that absolutely stops me is this: ñAnd the soul felt its worth.ò 

John Eldridge writes,  

Christmas is a rescue. God coming to rescue us. It is an act of humility, love and 

sacrifice unparalleled in the history of the world. But the act does not take place in a 

vacuum. The act is not primarily to show the greatness of God. It does show his 

greatness. But the act has a fierce intention to it, the whole drama is fiercely intentional, 

and the object of this act is you and me; the purpose is our rescue and restoration, to 

bring us back to God. 

The birth of Jesus is about you and me being saved. God chose to come to earth to save us. 

We canôt do it ourselves and so God chose to come and do it for us! Your soul, YOU are worth 

THAT MUCH!  

Something profound takes place in the soul of a person when they know they matter; when 

they know they are prized. It changes them. All questions of tit-for-tat are swept away; there is 

no longer any room for fear in the relationship. They know they are loved, and it evokes love in 

return. Someone who is rescued has a deep and profound gratitude to the rescuer. ñYou would 

do this for me?ò  

Come to the manger again and feel your worth! 

Harvey  
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Every Tuesday, 9:30 am 

Prayers and Perspiration 

McKinley Hall 

 

Second Wednesday  

10:30 am 

United Methodist Women 

McKinley Center 

(no meetings January, 

June, July, and November) 

 

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm 

United Methodist Men 

Krause Room  

 

Every Thursday 9:00 am  

Krause Room 

 

Junior Church 

 (Kindergarten ï 4th Grade) 

Junior Church is held during 

the 9:00 am worship service 

 

Each Wednesday 

Horticulture 

 8:00 am, Coffee 

Grimm and Gorly 

324 E. Main, Belleville 

9:00 am, Church 

Union United Methodist Church, Belleville, IL                           December 19, 2019 

Tidings 

A New Thing 
 

 On Feb. 5, 2020 we will begin a new thing.  
Each Wednesday we will gather in the Chapel for a short  
service of prayer and Holy Communion at 10:00 am. 

  
Join me as we gather to join together in prayer and thanksgiving to our God!    
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Tidings  
 ¦ƴƛƻƴ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

тнм 9ŀǎǘ aŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ  
.ŜƭƭŜǾƛƭƭŜΣ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ снннл                                               
сму-ноо-сотр   

 
tŀǎǘƻǊΥ wŜǾΦ IŀǊǾŜȅ DŀƛǘƘŜǊ  

 
¢ƘŜƭ [ŜƳƻƴǎΣ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ     

 
/ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀǧŀŎƘ ŎƻǇȅ ǘƻ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
ƻǊ ǘŜȄǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊΥ 

ŎƘŜƊƘŜƭϪŀƻƭΦŎƻƳ 
смуκрол-упор 

Upcoming Tidings deadlines 

(10:00 am):   

January 6, 27 

February 24 

First Time Visitor,  December - January 

    Primary Team         Alternate Team  

Dec 22  Dan & Laura Nollman     John & Linda Gray 
Dec 29  Marlene Frazer & Sue Davis   Dick Frette & Jerry Sauerwein 
Jan 5     Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol   Kent & Susan McVety 
Jan 12   Don & Connie Stein      Dan & Laura Nollman 
Jan 19   Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier    Marlene Frazer & Barb Cleland 
Jan 26   John & Linda Gray      Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol  

THE SECOND MONDAY 

BREAKFAST GROUP 

January 13 
 

Golden Oak Restaurant,  

Route 159 & Frank Scott Parkway, 

Swansea, IL 

 

We need your 

reservations, so please 

call Sheri, 233-6375 or  

e-mail her at 

sheri@unionumc.org 

Christmas Eve Services 
 
We will offer a wide variety of Christmas Eve services on December 24 
for you and your family. Here is the schedule: 
 

4:00 pm - At Union UMC: a worship service by our Cross Walk 
Praise Team 
 
5:00 pm - At the Journey UMC in Freeburg: a worship service led 
by the Journey Praise Team and Dr. Joe Scheets 
 
7:00 pm - At Union UMC: a family worship service of lesson and 
carols; special music from Natalie Gravois 
 
11:00 pm - At Union UMC: a traditional worship service featuring 
special music, the choir and our handbells 

 
All four services will include Holy Communion  

and the lighting of the candles.  
Join us as we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior! 

Greeters, December - January 

DATE NARTHEX WELCOME CENTER EAST MAIN 

Dec.  22 Grace Moon 
Jerry Sauerwein 
Kathy Underwood 

Don & MaryAnn  
Steinkamp 

Dec. 29 Marlene Frazer Don & Connie Stein Dan & Laura Nollman 

Jan. 5 Doris Wiemers Thom & Jane Peters John & Linda Gray 

Jan. 12 Magan Harms 
Dan & Debbie 
Rosendohl 

Roger & Cindy Knox 

Jan. 19 Mary Suddarth Tom & Betty Sheeler 
Jerry & Lisa  
Koerkenmeier 

Jan. 26 Louanne Martin Geoffrey & Pam Taylor Mike Engel 

Merciful God, you sent your messengers the prophets  
to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation. 

Give us grace to heed their warnings 
and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy 
the coming of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer; 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 
ð Advent prayer from UMC Hymnal (page 201) 

mailto:sheri@UnionUMC.org
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United Methodist Women 
 
UMW News 
 
ðWe had a wonderful Christmas program at 
our meeting on Dec 11. The display of various 
nativity sets and the stories behind them were 
very interesting! 
 
ðThere will NOT be a UMW meeting and NO Share and 
Care at Four Fountains in Jan 2020. However, the 
executive board will be hosting a bake sale on Jan 26. 
 
ðBe safe as the winter weather moves into our area. 
Have a wonderful Christmas full of joy and great 
memories! 

 Jenny Johnson 

At each childrenôs sermon our kids are being asked to 
bring change for an important conference fund: Our 
Conference, Our Kids.  
  
A challenge has been issued to  
groups that meet at the church (Sunday 
Schools, UMW Circles, etc) to also collect 
change each week to go to this important 
ministry.   

The Christmas Tea will be held on 
December 22, 2019 to honor the 
choirs and the Ramos Family. Please 
bring 3 dozen homemade Christmas 
cookies to the church by 8:30 am on 
December 22. We will also be setting up for the event on 
December 21. You may drop off your cookies on this day 
by 10:00 am. Any leftover cookies will be delivered to the 
shut-ins of our church.  
 

In addition we will collect powdered drink mix and 
packaged cookies for the Lessie Bates Davis 
Neighborhood House. Look for a table outside the Ivan 
Room. 
 

Thank you in advance for your generous support of the 
Christmas Tea. 

Sandy Patrick and Nancy Weston 

Deborah Circle members Jolene Wallis, Mary Philip, 
Mary Beth Lee, Linda Gray and Mary Suddarth met at 
Four Fountains to sing carols with the residents, including 
Unionôs Martha Tempel. 

December UMW General Meeting 

ALDERSGATE FELLOWSHIP 
 
  

GaiL Long and  

ñBROADWAY SHOW TRIVIAò 

 
 

 
 
 

S , J  19 
Gather, 4:30 pm ï Eat, 5 pm 

 

Soups, Salad and Sweets 
 
 
RSVP to Karen Milton,sewwutt4@aol.com  or             
971-5079. RSVP deadline, Sunday, January 12 
 
Please check with Karen Milton or Ed Weston for list of 
items needed for the eveningôs meal. 

mailto:sewwutt4@aol.com
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