
   

“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those 

living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned” (Isaiah 9:1). 

The season we call Advent began December 1
st
. It is a season of 

waiting, expectancy, and hope for the birth of the Christ Child.  

Amy Buckley writes, “Advent calls for us to remove the distractions 

and get into God’s presence to face the reality of our lives and 

world, no matter how ugly.” Advent is where the Spirit of a loving 

God whispers for us to pour out our hurt, confusion, resentment, 

anger, fear and anxiety (1 Peter 5:7). God searches our depths, 

turning our faces toward eternal light (Psalm 139:23-24).  And we 

realize, in the midst of waiting, how desperately the world needs 

Emmanuel. 

The prophet Isaiah was writing to a broken people, the Israelites, who were a mess at the time 

he wrote those words of darkness and the promise of light. The lesson for us is not a promise 

that God will come, but that God has come! Living between two worlds—heaven and earth—

Jesus’ birth reminds us not to lose hope. Although we wrestle through painful circumstances, 

personal failures and traumatic world events, Emmanuel has come. 

Advent is once again a reminder that God has come, that Jesus is with us.  

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. When 

you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will 

not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not 

set you ablaze. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior” (Isaiah 43). 

Frederick Buechner writes: “Compassion is sometimes the fatal capacity for feeling what it is 

like to live inside somebody else’s skin. It is the knowledge that there can never really be any 

peace and joy for me until there is peace and joy finally for you too.” 

Seeing others’ desperate circumstances through Jesus’ eyes gets to the depths of who we 

are: Will we become stuck asking: “Why, God? Why?” Or will we step out, in the security we 

have in Him, asking: “What, God, what would you have me do?” 

In the darkness of it all, there is light. Jesus tells us He is the light of the world and so, too, are 
we! Go spread some light into the dark world this Advent season! Emmanuel, God with us! 
Amen and Amen!!!                      

                         Harvey 
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Tidings 

A New Thing 
 

 On Feb. 5, 2020 we will begin a new thing.  
Each Wednesday we will gather in the Chapel for a short  

service of prayer and Holy Communion at 10:00 am. 
  

Join me as we gather to join together in prayer and thanksgiving to our God!    



2  

Tidings 
 Union United Methodist Church 

721 East Main Street  
Belleville, Illinois 62220                                               

618-233-6375  
  

Thel Lemons, Editor     
chefthel@aol.com 

 
Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither 

The Tidings is published bi-monthly. 
The copy deadline is generally on the 

second and fourth Mondays, 10:00 am. 
 

Contributors may attach copy to email 
or place it in the editor’s mailbox in the 

church office.  

Upcoming Tidings deadlines 

(10:00 am):   

  December 16 

January 6, 27 

First Time Visitor,  December 

    Primary Team         Alternate Team  

Dec 8    Dick Frette & Jerry Sauerwein   Don & Connie Stein 
Dec 15  Kent & Susan McVety     Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier 
Dec 22  Dan & Laura Nollman     John & Linda Gray 
Dec 29  Marlene Frazer & Sue Davis   Dick Frette & Jerry Sauerwein  

Greeters, December 

DATE NARTHEX WELCOME CENTER EAST MAIN 

Dec 8 Jolene Wallis John & Deanna Graham 
Claudette Himes 

Carla Bell 

Dec 15 Sandy Patrick Jim & Thel Lemons Jack & Carolyn Burke 

Dec 22 Grace Moon 
Jerry Sauerwein 

Kathy Underwood 
Don & Mary Ann 

Steinkamp 

Dec 29 Marlene Frazer Don & Connie Stein 
Danny & Laura 

Nollman 

THE SECOND MONDAY 

BREAKFAST GROUP 

December 9 
 

Papa Mendi’s Restaurant 

127 N Belt East, Swansea 

 

We need your 

reservations, so please 

call Sheri, 233-6375 or  

e-mail her at 

sheri@unionumc.org 

POINSETTIAS  

The church will be decorated with 
beautiful poinsettias for Christmas.  

If you would like to order one or 
more, the cost this year is $12.00 

each. The order is due in the office 
by Monday, December 16. The 

Envelope Order Form can be found 
at the Welcome Desk. 

Christmas Eve Services 
 
We will offer a wide variety of Christmas Eve services on December 24 
for you and your family. Here is the schedule: 
 

4:00 pm - At Union UMC: a worship service by our Cross Walk 
Praise Team 
 
5:00 pm - At the Journey UMC in Freeburg: a worship service led 
by the Journey Praise Team and Dr. Joe Scheets 
 
7:00 pm - At Union UMC: a family worship service of lesson and 
carols; special music from Natalie Gravois 
 
11:00 pm - At Union UMC: a traditional worship service featuring 
special music, the choir and our handbells 

 
All four services will include Holy Communion  

and the lighting of the candles.  
Join us as we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior! 

mailto:sheri@UnionUMC.org
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United Methodist Women 
 
What a privilege and pleasure it was to work 
side by side with all of you hard working and 
dedicated ladies…….a wonderful group of 
Christian ladies who each have a giving and 
loving heart. You all certainly made my 
position as UMW President easier than I expected. 
Thank you from the bottom of my heart. 
 
As of this Tidings, we have one more UMW meeting 
remaining in the year.  All ladies are welcome to join us 
on Wednesday, December 11. Our hostess will be 
Deborah Circle. Program will be led by Elizabeth Circle. 
December 13 the Deborah Circle will visit the residents 
of Four Fountains. 
 

My Thought 
 

It isn't the load that weights us down - it's the way you 
carry it. 

Barb Cleland 

 

 

Miriam Circle will meet for lunch and a Christmas 
celebration on Friday, Dec. 20 at 11:30 in the home of 
Marvina Lee, 2402 Pro Tour Drive in the Orchards.  You 
will be very welcome.  For more information, you may 
call 618-910-9772 or email marvey@charter.net. 
Reminder for members—sometime during the month 
bring candy to the kitchen to add to the sack lunches as 
a Christmas treat.    

At each children’s sermon our kids are being asked to 
bring change for an important conference fund: Our 
Conference, Our Kids.  
  
A challenge has been issued to  
groups that meet at the church (Sunday 
Schools, UMW Circles, etc) to also 
collect change each week to go to this 
important ministry. Our kids have stepped 
up, now it’s the adults’ turn! Challenge on! 

The Christmas Tea will be held on 
December 22, 2019 to honor the 
choirs and the Ramos Family. Please 
bring 3 dozen homemade Christmas 
cookies to the church by 8:30 am on 
December 22. We will also be setting up for the event on 
December 21. You may drop off your cookies on this day 
by 10:00 am. Any leftover cookies will be delivered to the 
shut-ins of our church.  
 
In addition we will collect powdered drink mix and 
packaged cookies for the Lessie Bates Davis 
Neighborhood House. Look for a table outside the Ivan 
Room. 
 

Thank you in advance for your generous support of the 
Christmas Tea. 

New Hymnals 

Union UMC is interested in ordering new 
hymnals to replace some of the ones that have seen 
better days. If you would like to purchase a hymnal (or 
hymnals) in honor/memory of someone, they are 
currently $17.29 each through Cokesbury. Make checks 
payable to Union UMC with ‘hymnal’ in the memo line.  

 
ACT NOW, as these hymnals are usually $22.99 

each, but we can get them at a discount at the moment! 
Please let Sheri or Natalie Gravois know the following 
information when ordering.  

1. Your name 

2. How many hymnals 

3. In ‘honor’ or in ‘memory’ of someone, plus  name of 
honoree(s) 
 
Orders due Sunday, December 15, 2019.  
 
Blessings,  
Worship Committee 

No Insignificance 
 

 “Advent reminds us that no place is too small for 
God’s presence,” writes Max Vincent in Disciplines 2018 
(page 417). 
 
He’s talking about what the Old Testament prophet 
Micah said about Bethlehem, and what God did to fulfill 
that promise. 
 
Rather than the magnificent Holy City of Jerusalem, little 
bitty barely-had-a-bus-stop Bethlehem. 
 
Hmmm. 
 
Let’s you and me think about that. And some other 
details of the Bible’s Christmas Story —- 
 

 Rather than royalty, an ordinary but faithful Jewish 
girl 

 Rather than a famous super hero, a regular 
carpenter 

 Rather than well-trained rabbis, some shepherds 

 Rather than people steeped in the Law and the 
Prophets, a bunch of astrologers from someplace 

 
—- Hmmm. 
 
“Advent reminds us that no place is too small for God’s 
presence.” 
 
And that no person is beyond the reach of God’s love. 
In God’s way of doing things, there is no insignificance. 
By the grace of God, that includes us. 
 

Fresh-Brewed Daily 
Dr. Joe Scheets 

December 19, 2018 



4  

 

 

 
MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade) 
Moms with young children: it is hard to find time for yourself.  If you 

have children ages 0 - grade 5, we have created that time for you!   

2019 – 2020 MOMSConnect Schedule   

 (September – May) 

2
nd 

Wednesday of the Month       5:15 p.m. – 7:45 p.m. 

 

December 11 – Life Coach 

January 8 – Movie Night 

January 17 – Mom’s Night Out – Dinner at Casa Maria 

February 12 – Massage Night 

March 11 – Easter Wreaths 

April 8 – Teacher Gifts 

May 13– Painting/Moms on a Mission/Schedule for 2020-21 

 

MOMSConnect can RSVP on Facebook at MOMSConnect at 

Union for the monthly meetings. Please let us know if you 

are coming and how many.           

Kids on the Go  
(1st - 4th Grade)   

  

January – Ice Skating –  
Save the Date  

 
Sunday, January 5 – Metroplex – Junior, Senior High, 
Union and Journey families are invited to join 
us.  Additional information will be shared at a later date.

          Donna 

The holidays are just around the 
corner!  Special $5.00 and $10.00 gift 
cards on select retailers will be 
available for purchase. 
 
December 8 is the next order date; this is the last time 
before Christmas. All orders are collected (check or exact 
cash) between 10:00-11:00 at the Welcome Desk. If you 
are unable to come that day, please send your order to the 
church office before that Sunday. Please visit 
www.shopwithscrip.com or a full list of retailers. Cards will 
be delivered on December 15.    MOMSConnect 

Recent Aldersgate bus trip 

The moms had an evening of fun painting signs from Mommy’s 
Design Farm.  A great evening of fun and fellowship! 

Parent’s Night Out 
  
On Friday, November 22, 
KOTG had Parent’s Night 
Out. We had a blast playing 
games, eating snacks and 
watching a movie. 

Having a blast in Kindergarten learning about the Tower of 
Babel! Senior High Jacob Miller and Alex Petraborg were 
special helpers in Miss Donna’s kindergarten class.  Ezra 
and Parker were so excited to tell them what we were going 
to do.  We love seeing our youth in our Sunday School 
classes!! 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/
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New in 2020! 

Tidings will have a new schedule in 
2020.  For the majority of the year, it will 
be published once a month. If you 
contribute to the newsletter, please note 
the deadlines. As always, feel free to 
send your information in early! 

 
Deadlines for 2020 

  
Jan. 6 
Jan 27 
Feb 24  
 Mar 9  
Mar 30 
April 27  
May 18  
June 29  
July 27    
Aug 24  
Sept 28  
Oct 26  
Nov 16  
Dec 7 

Jan. 4, 2021 

THANKS 

A special thanks to Charlie Woodford American Legion 
Post 2007, Swansea IL, for their donation of a new 
American flag in memory of Charlie.  The flag was 
hoisted on the outdoor pole on Wednesday,  
November 20, and is flying proudly.  Thanks to Jerry 
Sauerwein for coordinating this donation. 
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JOURNEY UMC  
DR. JOE SCHEETS 

900 NORTH STATE STREET  
FREEBURG, IL 62243  

618-710-0224   WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG 

Continuing the Journey 
What’s Happening in Freeburg 

 
I saw a great quote from an Advent video on YouTube by Busted Halo: “If you’re sick of Christmas by December 25

th
, 

you haven’t done Advent correctly.”  A good thought on which to meditate, don’t you think? 
 
Our youth and helpers constructed another accessibility ramp for a Freeburg resident Thanksgiving weekend – in cold 
rain.  You can see photos on our Facebook page.  Sunday evening, we gathered for a meal of chili mac and soothing 
soups, then decorated our worship space for Christmas.  We work together and have fun together! 
 
The youth of both congregations are selling Disciple’s Cross necklaces for $10 with $5 coming back to the youth group 
for future mission projects.  Talk to your favorite youth for more info. 
 
Coming Up: 

 
December 11, 6 pm – Wreath Making Fellowship…This is a free, creative and fun-filled evening that also includes 
food!  Invite your friends!  Reservations can be made on our Sunday Connect card or through Sandy Merrill 
(journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com) or Ann Glover (eaglover@yahoo.com).  We will have a supply of decorations and 
ribbons to use, but you may bring your own, too.  The wreaths are made from live tree trimmings and we will need a 
large supply.  If you have any fir, pine, cedar, holly, or magnolia tree trimmings, please bring them to Journey on 
Sunday, December 8, or on December 11.  And remember to bring your hand pruning shears. 
 
December 19, 6 pm – Longest Night service… Also called a Blue Christmas service, this is an evening of hope and 
love for those in the midst of grief, loss and loneliness. We will have candlelight and a chance to remember the 
passing of loved ones. Join us for prayer, reflection, fellowship and acoustic guitar music by Clint Benesh from Troy 
UMC. 
 
December 24, 5 pm – Christmas Eve Worship…a service of scripture and carols          

“Cathy O.” 

Interim Worship Leader 

Mark Your Calendar: 
 
March 28, 2020 – A Touch of Sass youth fundraiser – will be held at Union to accommodate more folks! 
 
 

Sunday: 
 
9:30 am  Worship 
10:30 am  Feed the Kids sack packing 
6:00 pm   Junior High at Union 
6:00 pm   Senior High at Journey 

Prayer for Advent 

  

Lord Jesus, 

Master of both the light and the darkness, send your holy spirit upon our preparations for Christmas.  We who have so 

much to do, seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day.  We who are anxious over many things, look forward to 

your coming among us. We who are blessed in so many ways, long for the complete joy of your kingdom. We whose 

hearts are heavy seek the joy of your presence. We are your people walking in darkness, yet seeking light. To you we 

say, come Lord Jesus…...Amen 

Henry Nouwen 

mailto:skpeterman@gmail.com
mailto:eaglover@yahoo.com
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Visitation and Other Good Stuff 
with Dr. Joe Scheets 

 
Almost feels like we’re planning a wedding again! The list 
of things to do keeps expanding. 
 
Know what I mean? Of course you do. 
 
There’s nothing intrinsically wrong with our 
holiday preparations and obligations. 
 
And by the grace of God, you and I already know Whose 
birthday we celebrate on Christmas Day. In fact, there’s a 
hint right there in the name of the holiday itself. 
 
But there’s a four-letter temptation in the midst of it all. 
Like most others, it’s one we can easily and often enjoy 
before realizing it’s too late. It’s called BUSY. 
 
And it usually comes wrapped as something good and 
pretty and tasty and yeah. 
 
But you and I can get so BUSY that we miss the point of it 
all. 
 
So let’s do this while we still have time: let’s hit Pause…
and catch our breath…and seriously consider what Psalm 
37:7 says: 

Be still before the Lord 
and wait patiently for God. 

 
Advent is about two things: preparation and waiting. Have 
we gotten so good at the former that we’ve forgotten the 
latter? 
 
Psalm 37:7 starts us on the road to recovery. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Joe 

Dr. Joe Scheets, 217.377.8049 
Visitation and Other Good Stuff 
Check out my daily devotional: 

www.joescheets.com 

Outreach Update 

 
Here is what we handed out for Sack Lunches for 
October: 

October 1-4       184 
October 7-11      225 
October 14-18    233 
October 21-25    213 
October 28-31    195 

This comes out to a total of 1050 lunches for the month. 
Quite a hefty number! 
 
Now for the November Sack Lunch numbers: 

November 1, 4-8    155 
November 11-15    126 
November 18-22    225 
November 25-27    136 

This is "only" 642 lunches! The lower amount is due to a 
couple of factors: the weather has started changing and 
fewer people are coming in and the church was closed 
for Thursday and Friday for Thanksgiving. Still, praise 
God that we can assist all those who came in and took 
advantage of what we do. 
 
For our Wednesday Shower Mission, we had 14 people 
in October and 9 in November. Those who participated 
expressed gratitude to the church for allowing them to 
take a shower and wash off life's troubles and difficulties, 
even if only for that short amount of time. 
 
We also distributed 9 winter coats to school children in 
our Belleville area. We were able to make 5 youngsters’ 
day at Henry Raab School, and 2 each at Franklin School 
and Douglas School the Monday before Thanksgiving. 
The response from those youth who had no idea they 
were getting an early Christmas present was beyond 
priceless. They were both amazed and ecstatic that 
people they didn't know should give them something they 
desperately needed. To God we give all the thanks for 
allowing us to do this! 
 

With God's Wisdom, Grace and Direction, 

Larry Mueller 

Outgoing Outreach Committee Chairperson 

http://www.joescheets.com/
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MUSIC TIDINGS  

“And the angel said to her, 'Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. And 
behold, you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 
He will be great, and will be called the Son of 
the Most High; and the Lord God will give to 

him the throne of his father, David, and he will reign over the house 
of Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

Matthew 1:30-33 

                 
 
 
 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 

 
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem: 

"People, Look East"- arr. Courtney  
with pianists Gail Long and Steve Bloomer 

 
Rev. Gaither's sermon:   

"Making Room for Christ"; Ephesians 3:14-19 
 
 

11:15 am - "Crosswalk" 
 
 

 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15 
 

9 am - Children's Christmas program 
 
 
 

 
11:15 am - "Crosswalk"  

Christmas Pageant 
Information 
 
Practice continues for the Christmas 
pageant during regular choir 

rehearsals, 10:10 to 10:30 and 11:15 to noon every 
Sunday morning. We will also have extra rehearsals 
from 10:00 to 11:30 am on December 7 and 14.  

UNION METHODIST FINE ARTS  
SERIES CONCERT 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 3 pm 

 
"BRONZE EXPRESSIONS” 

 HANDBELL CHOIR 
 

freewill offering; reception following concert 

Mark your calendar  

December 22, 9 am -  
 
 Sanctuary Choir and the Ramos 

Family string quintet present a 
Service of Carols 

 
Rev. Gaither's sermon - "Change 

the World"; Romans 12:9-18  
 

 
The UMW Christmas Tea will follow the service. 

We need two people to volunteer to greet at the 7 
o'clock service on Christmas Eve.  If you would be 
able to help, it would be most appreciated.  Please 
call to let us know: either Pearl Spies, 234-1440 or 

the church office, 233-6375. 


