“Developing Followers of Jesus Christ to Serve the World”

Tidings
Union United Methodist Church, Belleville, IL

January 30, 2020

I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your
works are wonderful, I know that full well.

(Psalm 139:14, NIV)

You and I are wonderfully made. Did you know that? God created
us uniquely and specifically. We have a role in this world, a place, a
purpose. Blaine Hogan tells this story on his blog “Untitled”:
In the 1970’s, the famous Vienna Sausage plant here in Chicago
moved from the Southside to the Northside. The old plant was
inefficient, out of date, and a new factory was desperately needed.
The new plant opened, inefficiencies were eliminated, and
production began. But for some reason, the hot dogs didn’t taste right nor had
their signature pink hue. They tested the water, the new elevation, and the air
differential. For a year and half they tried everything. It wasn’t until they were
reminiscing about one of the old plant workers that the secret was discovered.
When it was decided that the new plant would be moved to the Northside,
longtime employee, Irving, didn’t want to leave his Southside roots. He liked
being able to walk to work and so when the plant left, he stayed. His job?
Pushing the hotdogs in a cart on a thirty minute trip through the labyrinth-like
(and wholly inefficient) factory to the curing room. As the hot dogs made their
way, they cooled in the open air, which happened to be the exact amount of time
needed to create their trademark pink color and give them their unique taste.
When they built the new factory, since Irving didn’t go, his position didn’t either
and was replaced by a machine which moved the finished sausages immediately
to the curing room.
Once the secret was unearthed the foreman broke ground on a new room dubbed,
“Irving’s Room,” which mimicked the hot dogs formerly winding excursion
through the factory.
A machine had to be created because of something a human had done something that no one else could do.”
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Each Tuesday, 9:30 am
Prayers and Perspiration
McKinley Hall
Each Wednesday
10:00 am
Prayer and Communion
Chapel
Second Wednesday
10:30 am
United Methodist Women
McKinley Center
(no meetings January,
June, July, and November)
Third Wednesday 5:30 pm
United Methodist Men
Krause Room
Each Thursday 9:00 am

Then Blaine makes these two observations that I think are good for our souls:
“1. Is there something that only you can do? Something that would be missed if you were to
leave? If not, what could it be?
2. There is nothing that can replace good, old-fashioned work. You can have all the fancy tools
and apps, conveyor belts, bells and whistles, but if you aren’t willing to literally push the cart
around the factory every now and then, the chances of making something truly exceptional are
extremely rare.”
I can say the same thing about your place in the church (and in the world). You are
irreplaceable, you are a unique part of our family, you are fearfully and wonderfully made.
Do you know that?

Harvey

Krause Room
Junior Church
(Kindergarten – 4th Grade)
Junior Church is held during
the 9:00 am worship service
Each Wednesday
Horticulture
8:00 am, Coffee
Grimm and Gorly
324 E. Main, Belleville
9:00 am, Church
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THE SECOND
MONDAY
BREAKFAST GROUP

February 10
Eckert’s Restaurant, 951
Greenmount Road, Belleville, IL
We need your reservations, so
please call Sheri, 233-6375 or
e-mail her at sheri@unionumc.org

United Methodist Women

Thank you UMW members and church family who supported the
UMW bake sale Jan 26! Due to your generosity, we are able to
support the many UMW national and local missions! Our next bake
sale, hosted by Elizabeth Circle, will be Feb 23.
Please join us for our monthly meeting on Wed, February 12 at
10:30 am to learn about the focus for the 2020 Prayer and Self Denial – “We
Rise: Meeting God’s Call to Transform Communities.” Our meetings are open to
all women of the church. Join us for learning, fellowship and lunch!
The IGRC UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat is Feb 28-29 at Chatham UMC. The
program, “2020: Clear Vision for Spiritual Growth,” will be presented by Wilda
Young. The cost is $70 which includes a one-night stay at Baymont Inn,
breakfast and lunch. Registration deadline is February 18. Registration forms
will be available at the UMW meeting Feb 12.
Jenny Johnson

Deborah Circle will meet on February 19 at 9:30 a.m. in the Krause
Room. Linda Gray will have the program. Also at our meeting we will be
collecting our offering for " Prayer and Self Denial," which is one of our Mission
Outreach UMW Projects. On February 14 we will go to Four Fountains
for "Share & Care."
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
February 26, at 7 pm
with Sanctuary Choir and
Hand bell Choir

Miriam Circle will meet on Friday, February 28 at 1:00 p.m. in the Krause
Room. The program, "Reflections", will be led by Jean Thomas. You are
welcome to join us for dessert and fellowship.

We are in need of some people to volunteer to be greeters. This is a good way
to help the church without too much time involvement. Several people asked to
be relieved of their duty because of health or other responsibilities.

Tidings
Union United Methodist Church
721 East Main Street
Belleville, Illinois 62220
618-233-6375

If this is something you would like to do, please call the church office or Pearl
Spies, 234-1440.
Thank you!

Greeters, February - March
Date

Narthex

Welcome Center

East Main

Feb 2

Sue Davis

Charles and Leanna
Kaemmerer

Doug and Sharon
Dahm

Feb 9

Mary Beth Lee

Don and MaryAnn
Steinkamp

Norm and Ann Krause

Feb 16

Jan Wiggs

Dennis and Kay Watt

Tom Wade

Feb 23

Shirley Whitecotton

John & Linda Gray

Joe and Lisa
Melton

Mar 1

Jane Bonaldi

Jack & Carolyn Burke

Gary & Marilynn
Cunningham

Mar 8

Edith Robinson

Roger & Cindy Knox

Bob & Dorothy Inman

Mar 15

Sheri Hill

Joe and Janet Lanius

Bob Dintelmann

February 24

Mar 22

Karen Kohne

Jerry & Lisa
Koerkenmeier

Bill & Joan Juergens

March 9, 30

Mar 29

Susan McVety

Jerry and Margaret
Turner

Michael Munie

Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither
Thel Lemons, Editor
Contributors may attach copy to
email or text the information
to the editor:
chefthel@aol.com
618/530-8435

Upcoming Tidings deadlines
(10:00 am):
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HISTORICAL MOMENT
~presented January 26, 2020~
May Day 1914 was Women’s Independence Day in Belleville. The Belleville Civic League that was led by President
Carrie Thomas Alexander Bahrenburg, organized a parade that day to support women’s suffrage.
A troop of Boy Scouts and a band led the parade of 20 autos that kicked off from East Main Street and snaked
through town. The newspaper recorded that large crowds lined the parade route and on East Main Street they were
“circus day proportions.”
Among the parade dignitaries were Tolman Ragsdale, pastor of the First Methodist Episcopal Church, and John
Rapp, the District Superintendent of the German Methodist Church who attended the Jackson Street German Methodist Church. 36 years later these two churches were to unite and thus formed Union Methodist Church. Both Methodist pastors were members of the Belleville Civic League, the local Auxiliary of the Equal Suffrage Association of
Illinois, that was part of the national movement to extend the right to vote to women.
The speaker after the parade mounted the Court House steps and laid out the premise of the women’s movement
reading the “Women’s Declaration of Independence,” which included these words:
“When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one-half of the people to dissolve the political bondage which has held them subject to the other half of the people and to assume the separate and equal station to
which the law of nature and Nature’s God entitle them.”
“Women’s Independence Day” was celebrated in many parts of the nation that day but had special meaning in Illinois because in 1913 they had already extended limited voting rights to women citizens over the age of 21. We
could vote for state and local offices created by the legislature but NOT for those established by the state constitution. These required revisions of the constitution to change voting requirements. While we could not vote for governor or state treasurer, for example, we had the right to vote for all municipal and township offices and on ballot propositions. We could also vote for presidential electors.
Illinois was the first state east of the Mississippi to grant women the right to vote in presidential elections.
Now because men and women could not vote for all the same offices, separate ballots for men and women had to be
printed.

The voting papers were deposited in separate ballot boxes and tallied separately. While state legislators debated
limited suffrage, local women did not wait for their decision and organized the Belleville Civic League in 1913 to bring
full suffrage. They, like suffrage leaders in the state, stressed that “equal suffrage does not mean the ballot only, but
means equal duties.”. The right to vote made them even more accountable for community improvement. The Belleville Civic League advocated for good schools, parks, community clean-up campaigns, a municipal Christmas Tree,
and, of course, prohibition, as well as sponsored discussions of pending legislation. The right to vote and community
improvement were intertwined.
The first election in which women were eligible to vote occurred in a Belleville school board election in 1913. The
Belleville Civic League ran a ticket consisting of two women and a man. The ticket was trounced, but the interest in
education remained prominent. It was the women’s vote that passed the ballot measure to create Belleville Township
High School in 1914.
Women in Illinois would have to wait for the passage of the 19th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution in 1920 - one
hundred years ago - to achieve the full right to vote, and remember that Methodists were complicit in this act to fulfill
the promise of the Women’s Declaration of Independence.
Early suffragettes spent years, and in some cases entire life spans advocating for equal rights and the right to vote. If
there is anyone here today, anyone not aware, you don’t have a TV or radio, don’t tweet, twitter, Facebook, I am informing you today that 2020 is an election year. Don’t waste that right, that privilege they fought so hard for not only
for themselves but for you and me and all future generations.

Scout Sunday/Pancake Breakfast
Boy Scout Troop 53 will join us on Sunday, February 9.
Immediately following the church service, please enjoy a pancake breakfast prepared by the
Methodist Men with assistance from the scouts. Proceeds will assist with the scouts’ summer
programs. I would also like to encourage any Cub Scouts in the congregation to join us.
Cost: adults -$7.00; children under 12-$4.00

Jim Maule
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JOURNEY UMC
DR. JOE SCHEETS
900 NORTH STATE STREET
FREEBURG, IL 62243
618-710-0224
WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG

Continuing the Journey

What’s Happening in Freeburg
Fifty-nine…the number of people who were in worship together at Journey this past Sunday. It’s been awhile since we
could quote a number like that (besides Christmas Eve), and it feels good! New faces, returning faces, families,
children – all of those and more! Plus, we had about 30 at our chicken dinner that evening.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR: “PASTA WITH A PURPOSE” YOUTH MISSIONS FUNDRAISER
Date: Saturday, March 28th
Location: UUMC
Doors will open at 4:30 p.m. and dinner, catered by Joe’s Pizza & Pasta, will be served at 5:30 p.m. For just $25
you will get appetizers, your choice of two pastas, salad, breadstick, and dessert. There will be a silent auction and
live auction as well as a bake sale. UUMC’s own Crosswalk band will provide music between dinner and dessert.
Look for tickets to go on sale in February!
This is the major fundraiser for youth missions both locally (they’ve helped build a couple of wheelchair ramps) and on
their upcoming July trip to Port Huron, Michigan. Kids aren’t just the future – they are NOW. And you are needed
now.
What we’re looking for:
 volunteers to provide desserts for the bake sale
 donations of auction items or cash (to create auction items)
 volunteers to set up Friday night
 volunteers to assist with the silent auction on Saturday night
 people to purchase tickets, attend the event, and bring others with you
To volunteer or for questions or more info, please talk to Sandy Merrill or Becky Keiser. We appreciate your support!

“Cathy O.”
Every Sunday:
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Interim Worship Leader

Worship
Feed the Kids sack packing (every other Sunday)
Jr High Youth at Union
Sr High Youth at Journey (no meeting Feb 2)
(Feb 9 they will go bowling at Bel-Air at 1 pm)

THANK YOU!
First Time Visitor, February - March
Primary Team
Feb 2
Feb 9
Feb 16
Feb 23

Mar 1
Mar 8
Mar 15
Mar 22
Mar 29

Jerry Sauerwein & Kathy Underwood
Dan & Laura Nollman
Marlene Frazer & Barb Cleland
Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol

Don & Connie Stein
Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier
John & Linda Gray
Dick & Bette Frette
Jerry Sauerwein & Kathy Underwood

Alternate Team
Don & Connie Stein
John & Linda Gray
Dick & Bette Frette
Jerry Sauerwein & Kathy Underwood

Dan & Laura Nollman
Marlene Frazer & Barb Cleland
Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol
Don & Connie Stein
Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier

Thank you to the children and
everyone who donated to our
children sermon collection for
Our Conference Our Kids. The
children donated $151.00 and
the church group challenge
donated $142.00. The $151.00
was matched by a church family
which brought our total to
$444.00. Thank you for helping
us make a difference in their
children and families. We are
truly blessed.
Miss Donna
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Sermon Series

I will be continuing my sermon series on the churches of Revelations with one brief skip on Feb. 16 when Dr. Joe and I
are exchanging pulpits. Here are the churches, the Sermon Titles and the Scriptures if you would like to read ahead:
Feb 2
Feb 9
Feb 16
Feb 23
Mar 1
Mar 8

Pergamum // The Compromising Church, Revelation 2:12-17
Thyatira // The Tolerant Church Revelation, 2:18-29
Pulpit Exchange- Dr. Joe Scheets at Union - Harvey at Journey
Sardis // The Slumbering Church, Revelation 3:1-6
Philadelphia // The Enduring Church, Revelation 3:7-13
Laodicea // The Lukewarm Church, Revelation 3:14-22

General Conference 2020
The General Conference of the UMC will be meeting in Minneapolis, MN May 4-15, 2020. As you may know already
this will be an historical and pivotal Conference in our history as a church. I recently posted on the church’s Facebook
page the following article from the UMC’s Discipleship Ministries (written by Scott Hughes) detailing ways that you and
I might prepare for the Conference. I know that many people don’t have Facebook so I share the story here as well.
The bottom line, please be in prayer for the United Methodist Church.
Pray – Be in prayer, as individuals and as a church community, for General Conference, delegates, and for
discernment. Use The Upper Room prayer guide: Be Still and Know: 40 Days of Prayer for General
Conference.
Get information from trusted news services. Sign up for the Daily Digest from the UM News Service.
United Methodist News Service is the authorized organization that reports news regarding The United
Methodist Church. Their staff understands the often-confusing procedures of The United Methodist Church
and will provide the most accurate information. The United Methodist News Service has a chart of proposed
plans about the structure of The United Methodist Church. (I will add that I will be watching the news and a lot
of the Conference on-line and will be sending out information when it is needed as well)
Learn the process of General Conference. General Conference is the only group that can speak on behalf
of The United Methodist. It is made of delegates from around the world and involves many nuanced
procedures. Learn more about General Conference from an article by David Teel, Director of Lay Leadership:
“Gathered for Mission, Structured to Serve: A General Conference Primer” at www.umcom.org.
Participate in town halls and conversations with your Bishop and General Conference Delegations.
Build trust in your congregation. Now is not the time to be making decisions about the future of your local
congregation’s denominational connection. No one can predict the outcome(s) of General Conference. Take
this time to foster and deepen relationships with congregation members. Find intentional activities to foster
dialogue across ideological perspectives. Possible discussion topics include: “Why are you United
Methodists?” “When have you been proud to be United Methodists?” (Possible answers might include certain
local ministries, UMCOR, Imagine No Malaria, connectionalism with the UMC in other parts of the globe). With
church leaders or as a congregation, do a book study on The Anatomy of Peace or The Righteous Mind. (My
door and Joe’s door is open to anyone who wants to have a conversation about the upcoming General
Conference or anything else for that matter!)

Maintain a focus on discipleship. Help your congregation be aware that regardless of what happens (or
doesn’t) at General Conference, the ministry of making disciples and following God’s call for ministry for your
church continues.
I will be offering other ways to prepare for this Conference before, during and after the Conference so look for emails
and Tidings articles to come! Again, pray, pray and pray!

New every morning is your love, great God of light, and all day long you are working for good in
the world. Stir up in us desire to serve you, to live peacefully with our neighbors, and to devote
each day to your son, Our Savior, Jesus Christ the Lord. ~UM Morning Prayer
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Financial Update

Thanks to all who contributed to God's mission in Belleville and Freeburg through Union Church in 2019. The many
outreach programs would not have been possible without your support. The 2019 year-end results show some
positives and also some challenges.
Journey ended the year having paid their bills and essentially held the same cash position they started the year with.
They held their own after losing membership. The challenge for 2020 is to GROW!! And expand the mission!!
At Union, we lost some ground due to a hike in our mortgage interest rate coupled with a drop in giving due to fewer
members. In order to meet our denominational obligation, we borrowed $35,000 from ourselves to pay apportionments.
The good news for 2020 includes:
 6% decrease in budget due to lower staffing costs
 A lower interest rate for the mortgage to start the second quarter
 Increase in pledges from several existing members
 Several new pledges
We project a solid financial foundation for God's mission if we all do our part.
The pledge the Finance Committee and church staff makes to you is we will faithfully monitor spending to ensure every
item is essential in meeting the mission of Union. Further, we will be open and transparent in all we do.
For His glory,
Finance Committee

SIUC Wesley Foundation
A recent letter from the Wesley Foundation at Southern Illinois
University - Carbondale highlighted their mission and ministry, but
also requested financial support in the coming year. For those not
familiar with the Wesley Foundation, it is the United Methodist
presence on college/university campuses.
There are currently five Foundations in our Annual Conference
– Eastern, Southern and Western Illinois, Illinois State and U of I.
Currently, these Foundations receive funding from the Annual
Conference, but that normally does not pay all of their expenses
so they do additional fund raising throughout the year. Annual
Conference funding will be decreased; no one knows for sure
when.
All Foundations have been encouraged to become selfsufficient in the coming years and SIUC Wesley is taking some
action now to move toward that goal. The Foundations
encourage, equip and empower students in their faith journey
while they are in school.
If so moved to help Wesley SIUC, you can go to their website
(www.siucwesley.org), click on the Giving tab and make a
donation. Or, you can write a check and send to Wesley
Foundation at SIUC, 816 South Illinois Avenue, Carbondale IL
62901. You can also give through Union to IGRC using SIUC's
Advance Special number (0056). If you have further questions,
contact Dick Frette, member of the SIUC Wesley Board.

Here are the December donors for the Food
Pantry! The Inmans, Robert Brunkow, Ann
Braun, Bob Whitecotton, Barbara Kern, Jerry
Sauerwein, Geraldine Thomas, Bill and Julie
Baysinger and Pearl Spies in honor of Sandy
Kuehn. Thanks so much for donating! We don't
give out quite as much food as we did before the
new and improved Interfaith Food Pantry came along - but we do
still help those in need! Thanks again!!
Kay MacIntire

Outreach hopes everyone had a very merry
Christmas and safe happy new year!! It is time
once again for another Outreach Update. For
the month of December, the church handed out
433 sack lunches:
Dec 1-6
138
Dec 8-13 134
Dec 15-20 111
Dec 22-24 50
The total is significantly less than normal due
to the holidays.
As far as the Wednesday Showers Program:
Dec 1-6
Dec 8-13
Dec 15-20
Dec 22-24

3
0
2
0

5 individuals were able to use our facility to
take a shower--something they are not able to
do anywhere else. The committee feels that
cold weather factors into this lower number.
And in our Bridge Bread sales, our invoice was
for $193. Thanks to the congregation's
purchases and donations, we were able to
send $215 (a plus of $22) to Fred Domke to
further his ministry to the less fortunate. Thank
you to all who volunteered, participated,
purchased and had any part in what Outreach
Committee does each month! May God Bless
each one of you!
With God's Guidance, Leadership and Wisdom
Larry Mueller
Outreach Committee
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Visitation and Other Good Stuff
with Dr. Joe Scheets
MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade)

Moms with young children: it is hard to find time for yourself. If
you have children ages 0 - grade 5, we have created that time for you!

2019 – 2020 MOMSConnect Schedule
(September – May)
2nd Wednesday of the Month
5:15 p.m. – 7:45 p.m.

The older I get the more I understand and appreciate this:
New Year’s Day, 1929, Georgia Tech played University of
California in the Rose Bowl. Roy Riegels recovered a
fumble in the first half for California and started
running the wrong direction. One of his own
teammates tackled him 65 yards later, just before he
would have gotten a touchdown…for the other team.

February 12 – Massage Night
March 11 – Easter Wreaths
April 8 – Teacher Gifts
May 13– Painting/Moms on a Mission/Schedule for 2020-21

In the locker room at the half, Riegels put his blanket
around his shoulders, sat down in a corner, put his face in
his hands, and cried.

MOMSConnect can RSVP on Facebook at MOMSConnect
at Union for the monthly meetings. Please let us know
if you are coming and how many.

Coach Price was quiet. Finally he announced, “The
same team that played the first half will start the
second.” The players got up and started out, all but
Riegels. The coach went over to where Riegels sat.
“Roy, didn’t you hear me? The same team that played the
first half will start the second.”

Kids on the Go
(1st - 4th Grade)

On Friday, February 21 - Saturday,
February 22, we are having our lock in
from 7:30 p.m. – 8:30 a.m. We will be
watching movies, playing games, making crafts and just
having fun! There will be snacks provided and a light
breakfast Saturday morning.
Please eat dinner before coming. Please RSVP by
Sunday, February 16 at 618-719-7315 or email me
at donna@unionumc.org.
Kids Light Conference
The Kids Light Conference at Troy United Methodist
Church will be Saturday, March 28. I will be sending an
email with additional information.

Donna

FINE ARTS CONCERTS
at UNION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
BELLEVILLE PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA
Saturday, February 15, 7:30 pm
"Chamber Music Serenade"
tickets available at the door;
reception following concert
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY JAZZ ENSEMBLE
with the
BELLEVILLE WEST HIGH SCHOOL JAZZ BAND
Thursday, March 12, 7:30 pm
freewill offering; reception following concert

“Coach,” he said, “I can’t do it to save my life. I’ve
ruined you, I’ve ruined the University of California, I’ve
ruined myself. I couldn’t face that crowd in the stadium to
save my life.”
Putting his hand on Riegel’s shoulder, Coach Price told
him, “Roy, get up and go on back; the game is only
half over.”

--- That seems especially timely right now, since we’re in
between LSU having beaten Clemson for the National
Championship title and, well, who ya got for the Super
Bowl?
And it seems especially timely right now as we move
forward together. Let’s remind one another that the
game’s not over yet for us.
As our old friend St. Paul would remind us, “Forgetting
what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press
on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:13,14)
Every day we wake up God’s sending us onto the
playing field. Let’s find ways to remind one another of
that.
Spoiler Alert: if you’ve read the end of the Bible, you
know that our team wins.
Yours in Christ,

Joe

Dr. Joe Scheets, 217.377.8049
Visitation and Other Good Stuff
Check out my daily devotional:
www.joescheets.com
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MUSIC TIDINGS
"It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to thy name, O Most High; to declare thy steadfast love in the
morning, and thy faithfulness by night, to the music of the lute and the harp, to the melody of the lyre. For thou, O
Lord, hast made me glad by thy work; at the works of thy hands I sing for joy."
Psalm 92:1-4

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem - "Silent Devotion and Response" by Ernest Bloch
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "The Compromising Church"; Revelation 2:12-17
Communion
11:15 am - "Crosswalk"

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem - "Kyrie" by Mozart from 'Missa Brevis in B flat major" with quartet
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "The Tolerant Church"; Revelation 2:18-29
11:15 am - "Crosswalk"

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem - "Amazing Grace" arr. White, with oboe
Rev. Joe Scheets preaching: "And Her Name Was--"; Luke 8:45-48
King's Kids will sing
11:15 am - "Crosswalk"

Sunday, FEBRUARY 23
9 am - GREAT DAY OF MUSIC
with Sanctuary Choir, brass quartet, handbells, and Joyful Noise
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "The Slumbering Church"; Revelation 3:1-6
11:15 am – “Crosswalk"

