
   

David Brooks in his cover story on the nuclear family for the March 
2020 issue of The Atlantic magazine writes about what he calls the 
demise of the nuclear family. In it, he argues that the decline of the 
nuclear family has left people isolated and traumatized and in 
search of new ways of creating family and community. Mr. Brooks 
blames this demise on a variety of things. Brooks thinks that “the 
market wants us to live alone…because that way we are mobile, 
unattached, and uncommitted, able to devote an enormous number 
of hours to our jobs.” Living in a place of our own, he adds, leaves 
us “unencumbered by family commitments.” 
 
Everyone has their own version of family. Some have cousins that 
are closer than others. Some have “uncles” and “aunts” that really 

aren’t related but are considered family. Family, I would argue, is a deep part of the work and 
reason for the church. I think the work of the church and family are deeply linked to one 
another.  
 
What does the family and church do? First and foremost, the linking of the family with the 
church defines for us the very definition of why a church exists; for the purpose of community--
to share the Word and love of Jesus Christ. Community, whether it’s the church or your family, 
is a place where a structure and network of care is given and received.  
 
There are many places where the Scriptures tells us to care for one another.  
 

 Jesus says, “I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you 
are also to love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
love one another.“– John 13:34-35   

 Paul says, “Love one another deeply as brothers and sisters. Outdo one another in 
showing honor.” – Romans 12:10 

 Paul continues, “Everyone should look out not only for his own interests, but also for the 
interests of others.“– Philippians 2:4  

 And finally Paul writes, “Carry one another’s burdens; in this way you will fulfill the law of 
Christ.”– Galatians 6:2 

 
Therefore, as members of the church, ties of care and responsibility still bind us. Parents bear 
the ultimate responsibility to care for their own children; children bear the ultimate 
responsibility to care for their aging parents and grandparents. Churches should honor and 
support these bonds. 
 
The care and connection of a community is what strengthens any culture and it is something 
that should be at the heart of what we do as a church. We are connected to one another in our 
families and as a church. This connection makes us who we are and gives us meaning in a 
world, as Mr. Brooks points out, that is seemingly tearing us apart.     
 

                       Harvey 

 

 
(If you want to read more from David Brooks, the story is in this month’s The Atlantic, entitled, 
“The Nuclear Family Was a Mistake”.  

“Developing Followers of Jesus Christ to Serve the World”  
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Music Tidings  

Each Tuesday, 9:30 am 

Prayers and Perspiration 

McKinley Hall 

 

Second Wednesday  

10:30 am 

United Methodist Women 

McKinley Center 

(no meetings January, 

June, July, and November) 

 

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm 

United Methodist Men 

Krause Room  

 

Each Thursday 9:00 am  

Krause Room 

 

Junior Church 

 (Kindergarten – 4th Grade) 

Junior Church is held during 

the 9:00 am worship service 

 

Each Wednesday 

Horticulture 

 8:00 am, Coffee 

Grimm and Gorly 

324 E. Main, Belleville 

9:00 am, Church 

Union United Methodist Church, Belleville, IL                           February 27, 2020 

Tidings 

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2020/03/the-nuclear-family-was-a-mistake/605536/
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Tidings 
 Union United Methodist Church 

721 East Main Street  
Belleville, Illinois 62220                                               

618-233-6375   
 

Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither  

 
Thel Lemons, Editor     

 
Contributors may attach copy to 

email or text the information  
to the editor: 

chefthel@aol.com 
618/530-8435 

Upcoming Tidings deadlines 

(10:00 am):   

 March 9, 30 

April 27 

THE SECOND 

MONDAY 

BREAKFAST GROUP 

March 9 
 

 West Main Cafe 

1601 West Main, Belleville, IL 

 

We need your reservations, so 

please call Sheri, 233-6375 or  

e-mail her at sheri@unionumc.org 

We are in need of some people to volunteer to be greeters.   This is a good way 
to help the church without too much time involvement.  Several people asked to 
be relieved of their duty because of health or other responsibilities.   
 
If this is something you would like to do, please call the church office or Pearl 
Spies, 234-1440.        Thank you! 

Greeters, March 

Date Narthex Welcome Center East Main 

March 1 Jane Bonaldi Jack and Carolyn Burke 
Gary and Marilynn            

Cunningham 

March 8 Edith Robinson Roger and Cindy Knox 
Bob and Dorothy  

Inman  

March 15 Phyllis Ellet Joe and Janet Lanius Bob Dintelmann  

March 22 Karen Kohne 
Jerry and Lisa  
Koerkenmeier 

Bill and Joan Juergens  

March 29 Susan McVety 
Jerry and Margaret 

Turner 
Michael Munie  

PASTA WITH A PURPOSE:  
Youth Missions FUN-draiser  

 
Be sure to mark your calendars now for this annual event on March 28 at Union 
UMC. This is the major fundraiser for youth missions both locally (they’ve 
recently helped build a couple of wheelchair ramps) and on their upcoming July 
trip to Port Huron, Michigan. Kids aren’t just the future – they are NOW. And 
you are needed now. Here's how you can help: 
 

 volunteer to provide desserts for the bake sale 

 donate auction items or cash (to create auction items) 

 volunteer to set up Friday night 

 volunteer to assist with the silent auction on Saturday night 

 purchase tickets, attend the event, and bring others with you 
 
Doors will open at 4:30 p.m. and dinner will be served at 5:30 p.m., catered by 
Joe’s Pizza & Pasta. For just $25 you will get appetizers, your choice of two 
pastas, salad, bread stick, and dessert.  There will be a silent auction and a live 
auction as well as a bake sale.  UUMC’s own Crosswalk praise band will 
provide entertainment between dinner and dessert. Tickets are on sale now!
Your support is appreciated! 
 
To volunteer or if you have questions or need more info, please contact Sandy 
Merrill, journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com 

 

Memorial Hospital Auxiliary 
2020 Book Bazaar  

 
St. Paul UCC 

115 W. “B” Street 
Belleville 

 
Wednesday, April 29, 9 am - 7 pm 

$5 admission 
 

Thursday, April 30, 9 am - 7 pm 
Free admission, Special Discounts 

 
Friday,  May 1, 9 am - 7 pm 

Free admission, 1/2 price books 
 

Saturday, May 2, 8 am - 12 pm 
Free admission, $5/bag or $10/3 bags 

 
 

For more information, contact 
Memorial Hospital Auxiliary 

618/257-5545 or memauxiliary @bjc.org 

mailto:sheri@UnionUMC.org
mailto:journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com
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Boy Scout Sunday Recognition 

On February 9th we held a recognition of our Boy Scouts. 
This year marks the 100

th
 Anniversary of the Boy Scouts 

and their connection to the United Methodist Church, 
which began in February of 1920. 70% of Boy Scout units 
nationwide are chartered by religious organizations and 
related faith groups. Over 6,500 UM churches charter at 
least one scouting unit with over 327,000 youth weekly. 
Our Scout troop, #53, is sponsored by our United 
Methodist Men and are an active troop that does a lot for 
our church and our community.  

Urgent relief needed for Puerto Rico 
 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) is 
collecting the following items to help with relief efforts in 
Puerto Rico. We are partnering with Food for the Poor to 
get a shipment sent out by early February.  
 

Hand Sanitizer (Small) 
Mosquito Repellent 
Wet Wipes 
New Full Size Bath Towels  
Personal Dignity Kit Items  
Inflatable Twin Mattresses 
Baby Diapers (all sizes) 

 
Because of the urgency of the request, donate to the 
MMDC's Disaster Relief Campaign and the center will be 
able to order the needed supplies. 
 
You can donate to the MMDC on their website or give a 
donation marked into the offering plate. All items 
collected will be sent to the Center in Chatham. 

New Hymnals 

You can still purchase and dedicate new hymnals. If you 

would like to purchase a hymnal (or hymnals) in honor/

memory of someone, they are $17.29 

each. Order forms can be found at the 

Welcome Desk. Blessings,  

Worship Committee 

Volunteers Needed     

I’m looking for six volunteers to serve as Head Usher for 
one month. I will help you to learn the job.  The goal is to 
have twelve, one-month volunteers.  If you are interested 
in learning more, see me any Sunday.  You can also 
email or call me at: 235-6873 (leave a message).  

Thank you, 

Danny Nollman, nollmandl@att.net   

Lenten Services Set 
 

Here is the schedule for this year’s Lenten services. All 
dinners begin at 5:15 pm and the service begins at 6:30 
pm. Guest speakers are still being lined up and will be 
announced when they are set. The theme this year is 
“Forgiveness.”  Here is the schedule:  
 

March 4-  “God’s Forgiveness” 
March 11 - “Confession” 
March 18 -  “Forgiving Others”  
March 25 -  (At Journey UMC in Freeburg)  
    - Forgiving Ourselves”  
April 1 -  “Forgive and Forget? Reconciliation?” 

Sunday 
School 3rd 
and 4th 
graders learn 
about the 10 

plagues.   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jaFI5hJq2dslpjaw6cDVAUBtZlBwb7bksY65ac3VdeRCeOdJso4jg_l6doYOm3G6i3x1bUmGCEUupmAv6gbUkKziA5y_D7M2PToEt2u0b-FkYiCny0HqQ3WUx7CbqDnd36gPcF4FhHtdrHWdN8cvR5AGt54Dm2jpdiIge5nKPa-2r6Tq7SOyT4b_1A0olJl19omOLyH1y_ehQPbPiLWtn5RbJCNtpce9qW59
mailto:nollmandl@att.net
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JOURNEY UMC  
DR. JOE SCHEETS 

900 NORTH STATE STREET  
FREEBURG, IL 62243  

618-710-0224   WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG 

Continuing the Journey 
What’s Happening in Freeburg 

 
I want to thank everyone who came to Journey to discuss its fate in late January.  I haven't always felt like we were on 
the same team, but it did feel that way that night.  I hope and pray we will all keep up our efforts to maintain that and to 
further improve communication.  There was much discussion that sounded familiar, but the main thing that happened 
is that Harvey offered to preach at Journey and let Joe go back to something closer to retirement.  This means the 
Journey worship time will change to 10:15 beginning after Easter.  This will NOT affect the worship times at Union. 
 
We have really appreciated Joe walking with us through a tough soul-searching and growing period.  He has been a 
gift, and we know it.  And thank you to his wife Patty for sharing him with us - pastor spouses don't get much 
appreciation and are mostly expected to just go with the flow.  I know that's not easy.  Patty, we see you and we love 
you for your patient sacrifice. 
 
We continue to see new and returning faces, families, and children.  We have children in Sunday School, and we have 
littles in the nursery again.  Yes, Lord!  There are so many things happening in the life of our church.  Here are just 
some of the things happening in March: 
 

March 1 – First Sunday in Lent; 10:45 Adult Sunday School Class begins and runs throughout Lent (Andy 
Stanley’s “Irresistible”); 5 pm Taco Dinner & Pound Auction 
 
March 22 – our own Kyle Reaka will be guest preacher – he received his MDiv from Louisville Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary in December 2019 
 
March 25 – 5:15 Dinner and 6:30 Worship (need volunteers to setup, bring side dish, or clean up) 
 
March 28 – Pasta With a Purpose, Youth Missions FUNDraiser 

 
Looking ahead, our Outreach Director Sandy Merrill is putting together some projects so we can continue our Labor 
For Your Neighbor reputation.  Some projects we have worked on in the past have included wheelchair ramps, snow 
removal, yard work, and park cleanup.  If you have a project idea or would like to volunteer, please contact Sandy at 
journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com.   

“Cathy O.” 

Interim Worship Leader 
Every Sunday:  

 

9:30 am  Worship 

10:30 am  Feed the Kids sack packing (every other Sunday) – increasing this  

      ministry soon to include high school kids 

10:45 am  Adult Sunday School class (during Lent) 

6:00 pm  Jr High Youth at Union 

6:00 pm  Sr High Youth at Journey 

Looking Ahead - Sermon Scriptures and Titles to 

come: 

 
March 1  Philadelphia // The Enduring Church,   
     Revelation 3:7-13      (Lent 1) 
March 8  Laodicea // The Lukewarm Church,   
     Revelation 3:14-22      (Lent 2)  
March 15     “The Holy Spirit”, John 3:1-17          (Lent 3) 

March 22  “Drinking God In”, Exodus 17:1-7 (Lent 4) 

March 29  “On Not Seeing”, John 9:1-41  (Lent 5) 

When David faced Goliath 
He didn’t talk about 

How dangerous Goliath was— 
He talked about how great God is. 

 
Don’t talk fear. 

Talk faith. 
 

www.she-rises.net 

mailto:journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com
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First Time Visitor, March 

     Primary Team                Alternate Team  

 

  Mar 1    Don & Connie Stein            Dan & Laura Nollman 
  Mar 8    Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier          Marlene Frazer & Barb Cleland 
  Mar 15  John & Linda Gray            Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol 
  Mar 22  Dick & Bette Frette            Don & Connie Stein 
  Mar 29  Jerry Sauerwein & Kathy Underwood       Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier  
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FINE ARTS CONCERTS at UNION UMC 
 

EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY JAZZ 
ENSEMBLE with the  

BELLEVILLE WEST HIGH SCHOOL 
JAZZ BAND   

Thursday, March 12, 7:30 pm 
 

These highly accomplished jazz groups are sure to 
enliven your evening and get your toes tapping! 

 
freewill offering; reception following concert 

March 1 is the next SCRIP order date. All orders are 
collected (check or exact cash) between 10:00-11:00 at 
the Welcome Desk. If you are unable to come that day, 
please send your order to the church office before that 
Sunday. Please visit www.shopwithscrip.com for a full list 
of retailers. Cards will be delivered on March 8.   

Please consider purchasing a $25.00 Texas Roadhouse 
gift card to use at the Union UMW Dine to 
Donate fundraiser at Texas Roadhouse on 
Thursday, May 7. Thank you for your 
support!  

“Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of 

Scripture, to preaching and to teaching”    
             1 Timothy 4: 13  

 

Your Lay Leaders are trying to involve more people in 
reading Scripture on Sunday mornings.  Listed below are 
the Scripture readings for the second quarter of 2020.   
 
If anyone is interested in signing up to read on one of the 
listed Sundays, please email Paul Petraborg or Danny 
Nollman at our emails below or tell us when you see us 
at church. 
 
Please give us your email and phone number so that we 
can confirm your choice and send you a reminder 
several days before you are to read.  
 
The pew Bible is the “New International Version”; 
however, you are free to read from any version of the 
Bible. 
 
Thank you, 

Paul Petraborg     pjpetraborg@hotmail.com     
      (618-671-4151) 
Danny Nollman    nollmandl@att.net     
      (618-235-6873) 

 
Scripture Readings 

April 5 (Palm Sunday)  Matthew 21:1-11   
        Philippians 2:1-11 
April 12 (Easter)   Matthew 28:1-10   
        Romans 6:3-11 
April 19       Psalm 16      
April 26       1 Peter 1:17-25    
May 3       John 10:1-10    
May 10      Matthew 5:13-20  
May 17      Philippians 4:6-7   
May 24      Guest Speaker 
June 7       Matthew 17:1-9   
June 14       Romans 5:1-5   
June 21      Romans 6:1-14   
June 28      Romans 6:12-23   

United Methodist Women 
 

Thank you for supporting our UMW bake 
sale last Sunday! Through your generosity, 
Elizabeth Circle raised $328.10 which will go 
toward local and national missions, including 
Union Youth mission trips.   
 
UMW has been asked to provide cookies for a reception 
following a Question and Answer session with our District 
Superintendent on Tuesday, March 3. We are asking 
each circle to provide a total of 3 dozen cookies. Please 
have them at the church by 6 pm on March 3.   
 
The UMW Lenten dinner is Wednesday, March 4. The 
menu is baked chicken, green peas, rolls, butter, cake 
and beverage. Cost is $6 for adults; $3 for children under 
10 years old.  
 
The UMW Spring District meeting will be Saturday, May 
2 at Mt Olive UMC. The program is ‘Love Your Neighbor’ 
and will include the personal growth seminar “Interrupting 
the School-to-Prison Pipeline”, the annual Memorial 
Service, officer training/update, and presentation of 
awards. Please put this date on your calendar and plan 
to attend.  
 
Cunningham Children’s Home in Urbana, IL will have its 
annual quilt festival April 3 & 4. In addition to wonderful 
quilts to see and purchase, you can also tour the 
facilities, including the new education center. Admission 
is $5. If you are interested in attending, please contact 
Mary Philip. If we have enough interest, we may use the 
church van.               
          Jenny Johnson 
 
 
Mark your calendars for our next general meeting:  
March 11, 10:30; (Executive Committee at 9:30). 
 
Members of Miriam Circle will present the program based 
on  "When God Winks at You" by Squire Rucknell.  A 
coincidence may change the course of your day or even 
your life.  Is it chance or luck or God winking at 
you?  After some discussion, there will be a chance for 
you to share and experience with the group.   
 Ruth Circle will serve lunch.   
 

 
Miriam Circle will have its regular meeting on Friday, 
March 27, at 1:00 p.m. in the Krause Room.  Lori Kinney 
and Karen Kohne will hostess the meeting.  All ladies are 
welcome to join us.  

January was a quiet month for the food 
pantry! However, we did receive cash 
donations from Ann Braun, Bob and Shirley 
Whitecotton, Linda Moyer, Bob Brunkow, 
Bob and Dorothy Inman and the Masonic 
High 12 Club! Thanks for helping to keep 

us going!      Kay MacIntire 

mailto:pjpetraborg@hotmail.com
mailto:nollmandl@att.net
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MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade) 
Moms with young children: it is hard to find time for yourself.  If 

you have children ages 0 - grade 5, we have created that time for you!   

2019 – 2020 MOMSConnect Schedule   

 (September – May) 

2
nd 

Wednesday of the Month       5:15 p.m. – 7:45 p.m. 

 

March 11 – Easter Wreaths 

April 8 – Teacher Gifts 

May 13– Painting/Moms on a Mission/Schedule for 2020-21 

 

MOMSConnect can RSVP on Facebook at MOMSConnect 

at Union for the monthly meetings. Please let us know 

if you are coming and how many.           

Kids on the Go  
(1st - 4th Grade)   

 
On Sunday, March 22, we will be 
having our Journey to Easter event 
during the Sunday School 

hour.  Together we will explore the Journey to Easter 
morning with a lesson, craft, game and end with a 
Resurrection Roll.  
 
 

Kids Light Conference 
  

The Kids Light Conference at Troy United Methodist 
Church will be Saturday, March 28.  I will be sending an 

email with additional information. 

          Donna 

Visitation and Other Good Stuff 
with Dr. Joe Scheets 

 

What’re You Doing for Lent? 

You’re invited to be part of a six-week Bible Study I’m 
calling Tuesdays at Two. That’s also when we’ll meet: 
Tuesdays at Two, and here’s what we’ll do --- 

 
March 3, Isaiah 9:1,2…Freedom from Darkness 
March 10, Psalm 27:1-3,7-9…Freedom from Fear 
March 17, Matthew 4:12-17…Freedom from Death 
March 24, Matthew 4:18-23…Freedom to Receive 
March 31, 1

st
 Cor. 1:10-18…Freedom to Be in Community  

April 7, Psalm 27:4-6…Freedom to Praise 
 
--- These Scriptures and topics were prompted a couple of 
weeks ago by Kristen E. Vincent in Disciplines 2020. Her 
work with these texts is amazing, and I’d like us to explore 
all of this when we’re together Tuesdays at Two. 

No need to pre-register, just bring your Bible and join the 
rest of us as we sing, pray, study, and think together. We 
will meet  in the Krause Room, except March 17 (we will 
meet in Room 407).  

If you can’t make all six Tuesdays at Two, just come when 
you can. 

Looking forward to this with you! 

Yours in Christ,  

Joe 

Dr. Joe Scheets, 217.377.8049 
Visitation and Other Good Stuff 
Check out my daily devotional: 
www.joescheets.com 

Junior Church Fun! 
  

Junior Church celebrated the Super Bowl and 
learned about being on the best team ever —

GOD’S TEAM! 

—Chett Pritchett 

http://www.joescheets.com/
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MUSIC TIDINGS  

"O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all 
the earth! Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his 
salvation from day to day.nDeclare his glory among 

the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples! For great 
is the Lord, and greatly to be praised." 
                Psalm 96:1-4a 
 

 
SUNDAY, MARCH 1 

 
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem: 
"Joyous Light of Glory"- Schalk 

 
Rev. Gaither's sermon:  

"Philadelphia// The Enduring Church"; Revelation 3:7-13 
 

Communion 
 
 

11:15 am - "Crosswalk" 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 8 
 

9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem: 
"My Faith Looks Up to Thee"- arr. Wachter 

 
Rev. Gaither's sermon:   

"Laodicea// The Lukewarm Church"; Revelation 3:14-22 
 
 

11:15 am - "Crosswalk" 

Pre-General Conference Meeting, March 3 

Union UMC will be hosting a Pre-General 
Conference meeting on March 3

rd
 in the 

sanctuary at 6:30 pm.  

The presenters for the meeting are Paul Black 
(Conference Communications Director and Lay 
representative to General Conference) and 
Rev. Bev Wilkes-Null (pastor at Highland Hope 
UMC, Highland, IL and a Clergy 
Representative to General Conference).  

This is a great opportunity to come and listen 
to what is happening at the 2020 General 
Conference that will take place May 5-15 in 
Minneapolis and will most likely be a historical 
conference. There will be time for questions 
after the presentation and we will have a short 
time of fellowship in McKinley Hall after the 
meeting is over. Join us! 

VBS Information Meeting, Sunday, March 1 
at 11:15 in the church work room 

 
If you will be able to help at VBS this summer, 
we would love for you to be a part of 
organizing the program. The dates are 
Sunday, July 26-31 from 6:00-8:00 pm. We will 
be doing SonHarvest VBS.  
 
If you are not able to attend but would like to 
be involved, please contact me at 
jlavinia60@gmail.com or text: 618-406-7607. 
In Christ's Service, 
          Jane Peters 

March 8 

mailto:jlavinia60@gmail.com

