“Developing Followers of Jesus Christ to Serve the World”

Tidings
Union United Methodist Church, Belleville, IL

March 12, 2020

On Sunday March 8th I preached a sermon on the Lukewarm
Church. I found that there was way too much to put into one sermon
and I especially wanted to share the thoughts from Francis Chan’s
book, Crazy Love. Chan writes a whole chapter entitled, “Profile of
the Lukewarm.”
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Greeters

Chan outlines a number of characteristics of what it means to be a
“Lukewarm Christian,” and I will share some of them with you here.
Whether you agree or disagree with Chan’s take on this idea of
being Lukewarm is really up to you, but I warn you some of his ideas
are harder to take than others.
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Here is the list: of Lukewarm people













Attend church fairly regularly. It is what is expected of them, what they believe “good
Christians” do, so they go.
Give money to charity and to church…. As long as it doesn’t impinge on their standard of
living. If they have a little extra and it is easy and safe to give, they do so. After all, God
loves a cheerful giver, right?
Tend to choose what is popular over what is right when they are in conflict. They desire to
fit in both at church and outside of the church; they care more about what people think of
their actions than what God thinks of their hearts and lives.
Don’t really want to be saved from their sin; they want only to be saved from the penalty of
their sin. (whew)
Are moved by stories about people who do radical things for Christ, yet they do not act.
They assume such action is for “extreme Christians,” not the average ones.
They rarely share their faith with their neighbors, coworkers or friends. They do not want to
be rejected, nor do they want to make people uncomfortable by talking about private
issues like religion.
They say they love Jesus, and He is, indeed, a part of their lives. But only a part. They
give Him a section of their time, their money, and their thoughts, but He isn’t allowed to
control their lives.
(Last One, I promise) They love others but do not seek to love others as much as they
love themselves. Their love of others is typically focused on those who love them in return,
like family, friends, and other people they know and connect with. There is little love left
over for those who cannot love them back, much less for those who intentionally slight
them, whose kids are better athletes than theirs, or with whom conversations are awkward
or uncomfortable. Their love is highly conditional and very selective, and generally comes
with strings attached.

I warned you that some of Chan’s suppositions were easier to take than others. But, I will
confess, I am glad I am not any of them, right?

Harvey
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Music Tidings

Each Tuesday, 9:30 am
Prayers and Perspiration
McKinley Hall

Second Wednesday
10:30 am
United Methodist Women
McKinley Center
(no meetings January,
June, July, and November)
Third Wednesday 5:30 pm
United Methodist Men
Krause Room
Each Thursday 9:00 am
Krause Room
Junior Church
(Kindergarten – 4th Grade)
Junior Church is held during
the 9:00 am worship service
Each Wednesday
Horticulture
8:00 am, Coffee
Grimm and Gorly
324 E. Main, Belleville
9:00 am, Church
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THE SECOND
MONDAY
BREAKFAST
GROUP

April 13
Round Table Café
6401 West Main Street
Belleville, IL
We need your reservations, so
please call Sheri, 233-6375 or
e-mail her at sheri@unionumc.org

Volunteers Needed
I’m looking for six volunteers to
serve as Head Usher for one
month. I will help you to learn the
job. The goal is to have twelve,
one-month volunteers. If you are
interested in learning more, see
me any Sunday. You can also
email or call me at: 235-6873
(leave a message).
Thank you,
Danny Nollman,
nollmandl@att.net

PASTA WITH A PURPOSE:
Youth Missions FUNdraiser
Be sure to mark your calendars now for this annual event on March 28 at Union
UMC. This is the major fundraiser for youth missions both locally (they’ve
recently helped build a couple of wheelchair ramps) and on their upcoming July
trip to Port Huron, Michigan. Kids aren’t just the future – they are NOW. And
you are needed now. Here's how you can help:






volunteer to provide desserts for the bake sale
donate auction items or cash (to create auction items)
volunteer to set up Friday night
volunteer to assist with the silent auction on Saturday night
purchase tickets, attend the event, and bring others with you

Doors will open at 4:30 p.m. and dinner will be served at 5:30 p.m., catered by
Joe’s Pizza & Pasta. For just $25 you will get appetizers, your choice of two
pastas, salad, bread stick, and dessert. There will be a silent auction and a live
auction as well as a bake sale. UUMC’s own Crosswalk praise band will
provide entertainment between dinner and dessert. Tickets are on sale now!
Your support is appreciated!
To volunteer or if you have questions or need more info, please contact Sandy
Merrill, journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com

Tidings
Union United Methodist Church
721 East Main Street
Belleville, Illinois 62220
618-233-6375

We are in need of some people to volunteer to be greeters. This is a good way
to help the church without too much time involvement. Several people asked to
be relieved of their duty because of health or other responsibilities.
If this is something you would like to do, please call the church office or
Pearl Spies, 234-1440.
Thank you!

Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither
Thel Lemons, Editor
Contributors may attach copy to
email or text the information
to the editor:
chefthel@aol.com
618/530-8435

Upcoming Tidings deadlines
(10:00 am):
March 30
April 27

Greeters, March - April
Date

Narthex

Welcome Center

East Main

March 15

Phyllis Ellet

Roger and Cindy Knox

Bob Dintelmann

March 22

Karen Kohne

Jerry and Lisa
Koerkenmeier

Bill and Joan
Juergens

March 29

Susan McVety

Jerry and Margaret
Turner

Michael Munie

April 5

Grace Moon

Carla Bell
Charlotte Hines

Marlene Frazer
Sandy Kuehn

April 12

Jenny Johnson

Don and Judy Poirot

Jim and Thel
Lemons

April 19

Cheryl Lanke

Gary and Marvina Lee

Jerry Sauerwein
Kathy Underwood

April 26

Sheri Hill

Dave and Mary Donley

Jack and Carrol
Woods
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Lenten Services Continue

Here is the schedule for the remaining Lenten
services. All dinners begin at 5:15 pm and the service
begins at 6:30 pm. The theme this year is “Forgiveness.”
The remaining services are as follows:
March 18 - “Forgiving Others”, Dr. Joe Scheets
March 25 - (at Journey UMC, Freeburg)
“Forgiving Ourselves”, Rev. Kyle Reaka
April 1 - “Forgive and Forget? Reconciliation?”,
Pastor Harvey
EASTER LILIES will be used to decorate
our church. The order forms are available at
the Welcome Desk and the Chapel.
Each plant costs $12.00. You can purchase
a lily in honor or memory of a loved one.
Form and payment are due in the office by
Monday, March 30.
New Hymnals
You can still purchase and dedicate new
hymnals. If you would like to purchase a
hymnal (or hymnals) in honor/memory of
someone, they are $17.29 each. Order
forms can be found at the Welcome Desk.

Thank You—
My heartfelt thank you to my church family. The
calls, your kind thoughts, prayers, cards and
visits have meant so much to me and my
healing.
Thank you also to Pastor Harvey, Pastor Sue
and Pastor Joe--your visits and your prayers
were deeply appreciated.
May God richly bless everyone of you. In
Christian Love,

Barb Cleland
(editor’s note: my apologies to Barb. Her note should have
been in the last Tidings.)

SAVE THE DATE! May 7, 2020
UMW will be sponsoring a “Dine to Donate” at Texas
Roadhouse in Shiloh, IL. We receive 10% of each bill
from participating diners. Buy a Texas Roadhouse gift
card from Union MOPS to use that night and they
benefit also! Script cards are available to order from
MOPS on April 6. SAVE THE DATE
and plan to eat out May 7 to support the many
missions of UMW and MOPS.

Blessings,
Worship Committee

United Methodist Women
The UMW Spring District meeting will be
Saturday, May 2, at Mt Olive UMC. The
program is ‘Love Your Neighbor’ and will
include the personal growth seminar
“Interrupting the School-to-Prison Pipeline”,
the annual Memorial Service, officer training/update, and
presentation of awards. Please put this date on your
calendar and plan to attend.

Cunningham Children’s Home in Urbana, IL will have its
annual quilt festival April 3 & 4. In addition to wonderful
quilts to see and purchase, you can also tour the
facilities, including the new education center. Admission
is $5. If you are interested in attending, please contact
Mary Philip. If we have enough interest, we may use the
church van.
Jenny Johnson

Miriam Circle will have its regular meeting on Friday,
March 27 at 1:00 in the Krause Room. The program will
be sharing stories from childhood. Lori Kinney and Karen
Kohne will hostess the meeting. All ladies are welcome
to join us.

Save the date . . . . . December 5th, 1 pm – 8 pm
Lent has just begun and yet Aldersgate is already
looking ahead to Advent!
A Boar's Head Christmas Festival is held each year at
Peace Lutheran Church (South County). It is hard to
describe accurately but think about what a Middle Ages
Christmas Celebration might look like, and add a
wonderful traditional Christmas Pageant. The music,
costumes, and acting are truly unique. To see photos
of the event you can go to www.peaceboarshead.org.
And yes, a boar is present at the table!
Following the presentation, we can dine together at any
of the great restaurants in the South County area. For
something a little different we could go to Miss Sheri's
Cafeteria. If we take a bus we could even then drive
through a Christmas lights display on the way home.
As for transportation. If forty or so folks would like to
charter a bus, that would run about $15 per person. We
could have 15 folks ride the church mini-bus and the
remainder take their own vehicles or simply carpool.
For now, please check your calendars and consider
going. Then, let Joe Milton know your preference as to
transportation. Thank you and hope to have a large
group of Aldersgate and perhaps others take part.
Joe and Carl
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JOURNEY UMC
DR. JOE SCHEETS
900 NORTH STATE STREET
FREEBURG, IL 62243
618-710-0224
WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG

Continuing the Journey

What’s Happening in Freeburg
We celebrated the marriage of Kathie Wagner and Tommy Waltman with a reception on March 8 th. Kathie’s coworkers were so sweet to give a $190 donation to Journey Church in their honor. Later that day the senior high youth
and friends volunteered at Ronald McDonald House. You can see photos on our church Facebook pages.
March calendar notes:
March 22 – our own Kyle Reaka will be guest preacher – he received his MDiv from Louisville Presbyterian
Theological Seminary in December 2019
March 25 – 5:15 Dinner and 6:30 Worship (need volunteers to set up, bring side dish, or clean up); Kyle Reaka will
be preaching
March 28 – Pasta With a Purpose, Youth Missions FUNDraiser; this event replaces Touch of Class. To
volunteer or for questions or more info, please talk to Sandy (journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com) or Becky.
Looking ahead, our Outreach Director Sandy Merrill is putting together some projects so we can continue our Labor
For Your Neighbor reputation. Some projects we have worked on in the past have included wheelchair ramps, snow
removal, yard work, and park cleanup. If you have a project idea or would like to volunteer, please contact Sandy at
journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com.
“Cathy O.”
Interim Worship Leader
Every Sunday:

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Worship
Feed the Kids sack packing (every other Sunday) –
recently expanded this ministry to include 11 high school kids
Adult Sunday School class (during Lent): Andy Stanley’s Irresistible
Jr High Youth at Union
Sr High Youth at Journey

First Time Visitor, March - April
Primary Team
Mar 15
Mar 22
Mar 29
Apr 5
Apr 12
Apr 19
Apr 26

John & Linda Gray
Dick & Bette Frette
Jerry Sauerwein & Kathy Underwood
Don & Connie Stein
Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier
John & Linda Gray
Dick & Bette Frette

Alternate Team
Jolene Wallis & Gail Piersol
Don & Connie Stein
Jerry & Lisa Koerkenmeier
Dan & Laura Nollman
Marlene Frazer & Barb Cleland
Jerry Sauerwein & Kathy Underwood
Don & Connie Stein

Parents of College Students

Looking Ahead

The Nurture Committee is putting
together care packages for your college
student. Please get their address to
Nancy Weston as soon as possible:
NancyWeston96@gmail.com

Sermon Scriptures and Titles to come:
March15
March 22
March 29

“The Holy Spirit”, John 3:1-17
“Drinking God In”, Exodus 17:1-7
“On Not Seeing”, John 9:1-41

OUR LAY VISITATION TEAM
ASKS FOR YOUR HELP in
keeping our list updated. Simply
contact our church office with the
name and phone/email of
someone you know who would like
regular, direct interaction with us
and we'll take it from there.
Thanks in advance!
--- Dr. Joe Scheets

(Lent 3)
(Lent 4)
(Lent 5)

Thank you!
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“Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of
Scripture, to preaching and to teaching”
1 Timothy 4: 13

MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade)

Moms with young children: it is hard to find time for yourself. If
you have children ages 0 - grade 5, we have created that time for you!

2019 – 2020 MOMSConnect Schedule
(September – May)
2nd Wednesday of the Month
5:15 p.m. – 7:45 p.m.

Your Lay Leaders are trying to involve more people in
reading Scripture on Sunday mornings. Listed below are
the Scripture readings for the second quarter of 2020.
If anyone is interested in signing up to read on one of the
listed Sundays, please email Paul Petraborg or Danny
Nollman at our emails below or tell us when you see us
at church.

April 8 – Teacher Gifts
May 13– Painting/Moms on a Mission/Schedule for 2020-21

Please give us your email and phone number so that we
can confirm your choice and send you a reminder
several days before you are to read.

MOMSConnect can RSVP on Facebook at MOMSConnect
at Union for the monthly meetings. Please let us know
if you are coming and how many.

The pew Bible is the “New International Version”;
however, you are free to read from any version of the
Bible.

Kids on the Go

Thank you,
Paul Petraborg

(1st - 4th Grade)

Danny Nollman

On Sunday, March 22, we will be
having our Journey to Easter event
during the Sunday School
hour. Together we will explore the
Journey to Easter morning with a
lesson, craft, game and end with a
Resurrection Roll.

pjpetraborg@hotmail.com
(618-671-4151)
nollmandl@att.net
(618-235-6873)

Scripture Readings
April 5 (Palm Sunday)
Matthew 21:1-11
Philippians 2:1-11
April 12 (Easter)
Matthew 28:1-10
Romans 6:3-11
April 19
Psalm 16
April 26
1 Peter 1:17-25
May 3
John 10:1-10
May 10
Matthew 5:13-20
May 17
Philippians 4:6-7
May 24
Guest Speaker
June 7
Matthew 17:1-9
June 14
Romans 5:1-5
June 21
Romans 6:1-14
June 28
Romans 6:12-23

Kids Light Conference
The Kids Light Conference at Troy United Methodist
Church will be Saturday, March 28. I will be sending an
email with additional information.

Donna

Lenten Study Continues
You’re invited to be part of Tuesdays at Two. That’s also
when we meet: Tuesdays at Two, and here’s what we’ll
do:

March 17, Matthew 4:12-17…Freedom from Death
March 24, Matthew 4:18-23…Freedom to Receive
March 31, 1st Cor. 1:10-18…Freedom to Be in Community
April 7, Psalm 27:4-6…Freedom to Praise
If you can’t make all six Tuesdays at Two, just come when
you can. Just bring your Bible and join the rest of us as
we sing, pray, study, and think together. We will meet in
the Krause Room, except March 17 (we will meet in
Room 407).
Looking forward to this with you!
Yours in Christ,

Joe
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Wednesday, March 18
5:15- 6:15 pm
Sanctuary Choir Lenten spaghetti dinner
with Charlie's famous sauce, salad, and
garlic bread; cake

MUSIC TIDINGS
"O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth! Sing to
the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day. Declare his
glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples! For great is the
Lord, and greatly to be praised."
Psalm 96:1-4a

Lenten Service follows at 6:30 pm

FINE ARTS CONCERT
THURSDAY, MARCH 12 - 7:30 pm
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY JAZZ
ENSEMBLE with BELLEVILLE WEST
HIGH SCHOOL JAZZ ENSEMBLE
with jazz trumpet solos by
Tom Birkner

SUNDAY, MARCH 15
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem - "God So Loved the World"- Stainer
choir will also sing "Endlich Heim" as part of the historical moment
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "The Holy Spirit"; John 3:1-17
King's Kids will sing
11:15 am - "Crosswalk"

freewill offering
reception following concert
Join us tonight for a lively and toe tapping
evening with these excellent musicians

UMW will host the Easter
Tea on Sunday, April 5th.
Ruth, Deborah, Lydia and
Miriam Circles are to
bring 3 dozen homemade
cookies. The Elizabeth Circle will provide
tea sandwiches. We are also collecting
packaged cookies and powdered drink mix
for the Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood
House.
Thank you, Sandy Patrick and Nancy
Weston

SUNDAY, MARCH 22
9 AM - Sanctuary Choir anthem - "God of the Sparrow"
with flutist: Cheryl Schaefer

Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Drinking God In"; Exodus 17:1-7
Joyful Noise will sing
11:15 am - "Crosswalk"

SUNDAY, MARCH 29
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem - "Amazing Grace"- arr. Courtney
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "On Not Seeing"; John 9:1-41
11:15 am - "Crosswalk"

