
   

 

 
 
Well, as of this writing on March 27 the world is just as crazy as it 
has been over two weeks since we began our “new way of life.” I 
had never thought about ideas like “self-isolation” and 6-foot 
distancing before this all happened.  
 
This new world that we are living in right now got me thinking about 
how connected we are to one another as the church family.  
 
John Piper says this on the passage from Romans 12 that speaks 
about our interconnectedness:  
 

So we, though many, are one body in Christ.”  Redeemed together. Justified 
together. Forgiven together. Created anew together. Every need met together. 
Loved by God together. Perfected together. Living forever together—and all of this 
glorious unity created in Christ and for the glory of Christ. 
 
Oh, let us never trivialize the church! It cost God the life of his Son to create this. 
And what you share with the persons sitting near you in Christ is a life and an 
inheritance and a union so great and so profound that it surpasses the value of all 
other human relationships and all inheritances and can never end. 

 
Our culture tends to foster shallow relationships, but God created us to be deeply connected 
to one another. During times of struggle and times of great joy, we long for others to share 
these experiences with, to walk with us, and to encourage us. The church is the place where 
we are intentional about creating a space where we connect.  
 
It is my hope that after this whole thing “flattens” and we return to some normalcy, we  
can widen our understandings: of what it means to be connected; of what it means to be a 
community; and what it means to be the Body of Christ. That is my hope. Stay safe; grace and 
peace to all of you!   

                         Harvey 
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Music Tidings  

Each Tuesday, 9:30 am 

Prayers and Perspiration 

McKinley Hall 

 

 

Second Wednesday  

10:30 am 

United Methodist Women 

McKinley Center 

(no meetings January, 

June, July, and November) 

 

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm 

United Methodist Men 

Krause Room  

 

Each Thursday 9:00 am  

Krause Room 

 

Junior Church 

 (Kindergarten – 4th Grade) 

Junior Church is held during 

the 9:00 am worship service 

 

Each Wednesday 

Horticulture 

 8:00 am, Coffee 

Grimm and Gorly 

324 E. Main, Belleville 

9:00 am, Church 

Union United Methodist Church, Belleville, IL                           April 2, 2020 

Tidings 

Grant us patience, O Lord, to follow the road you have taken.  
Let our confidence not rest in our own understanding but in your guiding hand;  

let our desires not be for our own comfort, but for the joy of your kingdom;  
for your cross is our hope and our joy now and unto the day of eternity.  

Holy God, your knowledge of me exceeds what I grasp or see in any moment;  
you know me better than I know myself. Now, help me to trust in your mercy,  

to see myself in the light of your holiness,  
and grant me the grace that I may have true contrition,  

make an honest confession, and find in you forgiveness and perfect remission.  
Amen. 

 
—Prayer from St. Augustine 
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Tidings 
 Union United Methodist Church 

721 East Main Street  
Belleville, Illinois 62220                                               

618-233-6375   
 

Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither  

 
Thel Lemons, Editor     

 
Contributors may attach copy to 

email or text the information  
to the editor: 

chefthel@aol.com 
618/530-8435 

Upcoming Tidings deadlines 

(10:00 am):   

 April 27 

May 18 

THE SECOND 

MONDAY 

BREAKFAST 

GROUP 

I have talked to several of the 
Tuesday Morning breakfast 
group and think it best to cancel 
the April & May breakfasts. We 
will look at it again then and 
evaluate our decision. 

MaryAnn 

We are in need of some people to volunteer to be greeters. This is a good way to 
help the church without too much time involvement. Several people asked to be 
relieved of their duty because of health or other responsibilities.  
 If this is something you would like to do, please call the church office or Pearl 
Spies, 234-1440.        Thank you! 

Volunteers Needed     

I’m looking for six volunteers to serve 
as Head Usher for one month. I will 
help you to learn the job.  The goal is 
to have twelve, one-month 
volunteers.  If you are interested in 
learning more, see me any Sunday.  
You can also email or call me at:    
235-6873 (leave a message).  

Thank you, 

Danny Nollman, nollmandl@att.net 

Come, the feast is ready. Devour the Word. 
 

UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat May 13, 2020  
Krause Room from 10:00 - 2:00 pm 

Lunch served by Lydia Circle 
Vision for 2020. All welcome. Bring your Bible. 

 
May 13, 2020 in the Krause Room 9:00 am to 10:00 WELCOME - rolls and 
coffee and set up -- get to know Wilda Young, our presenter for the spiritual 
growth retreat. At the close of the retreat, Pastor Harvey and Pastor Joe will 
serve communion with the service from our hymnal. 
 
Our speaker comes to us from way down south in Harrisburg in the Cache River 
District. Wilda was raised in a large family in Johnson County near Vienna. After 
high school she traveled north to Charleston, where she received a bachelor’s in 
education from EIU. She stayed in central Illinois for four years while teaching 
junior high language arts in Ridge Farm in Vermillion County. Then she returned 
to her home in Southern Illinois where she earned a master’s degree at SIU and 
spent 31 years teaching high school English in Golconda in Pope County.  
 
She retired in 2009 and now substitute teaches frequently. Methodism is in 
Wilda’s blood. She grew up in a small country Methodist church. Her father 
became a Methodist minister when she was in elementary school. She is an 
active member of her church in Harrisburg, where she teaches a Sunday School 
class for older women, plays handbells, and serves in several capacities in her 
UMW. She has been the Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House representative 
and the Program Resources Coordinator for Cache River District. Currently, she 
serves as the Spiritual Growth Coordinator for CRD and has led the district 
retreats for the past 3 years.  
 
In her spare time, Wilda loves traveling, making embroidery cards, baking 
sourdough bread, and kayaking. She and her husband Robert have one married 
daughter who lives with her family near Atlanta. 
 
If you google Wilda, you will learn two very interesting things. One is that she was  
featured as KFVS-TV 12 Heartland’s Best Teachers near the end of her teaching 
career, an award that she won when her students wrote letters about her to the 
TV station. Another interesting tidbit is that she authored a book called Fishhooks 
in Treetops: Connecting a Father and Daughter. It is basically her biography and 
will be available for $12.00 at the retreat, if interested. 
 
This is Wilda Mosley Young. Let us welcome her and commune with her after the 
retreat as well from 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm.  

Upcoming events are 

subject to postponement/

cancellation in these 

extraordinary times. Please 

watch for updates via email 

and Facebook. 

Easter Lilies!!! 

Even though we will be apart physi-
cally on Easter Sunday this year we 
still have to take delivery of our Lil-
ies.  So, we want to offer a lily to you 
at $12.00. We are hoping to have 
those available to pick up at the 
church office early next week. If you 
would like a lily please call the 
church office today.  

Thank you!  The Worship Committee 

mailto:nollmandl@att.net
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New Hymnals 

You can still purchase and dedicate new 

hymnals. If you would like to purchase a 

hymnal (or hymnals) in honor/memory of 

someone, they are $17.29 each. Order 

forms can be found at the Welcome Desk. Blessings,   

Worship Committee 

United Methodist Women 
 

 The April meeting is canceled. I suggest 
we continue to plan the May UMW retreat 
for now. 

  

 Cunningham Children’s Home has 
postponed their Quilt Festival – they are working to 
reschedule this event. 

  

 We will not be hosting the Easter tea on Palm 
Sunday, April 5. We will reschedule this tea for later 
in the Spring. 

  

 The Violence Prevention Center has canceled their 
fundraiser, More than Just Desserts, originally 
scheduled for April 17. 

  

 The Mississippi River District has rescheduled their 
Spring meeting to June 20 at Mt Olive UMC, 
assuming the health crisis is over by then. The 
program is ‘Love Your Neighbor’ and will include the 
personal growth seminar “Interrupting the School-to-
Prison Pipeline”, the annual Memorial Service, officer 
training/update, and presentation of awards. I will 
keep you posted. 

  

 Our Texas Roadhouse “Dine to Donate” fundraiser is 
scheduled for May 7. Let’s continue to plan this 
fundraiser for now.    

            Jenny Johnson  

SAVE THE DATE! May 7  

UMW will be sponsoring a “Dine to Donate” at Texas 
Roadhouse in Shiloh, IL. We receive 10% of each bill 
from participating diners. Buy a Texas Roadhouse gift 

card from Union MOPS to use that night and they 
benefit also! Script cards are available to order from 

MOPS on May 3. SAVE THE DATE  
and plan to eat out May 7 to support the many missions 

of UMW and MOPS.  

Save the date . . . . . December 5th, 1 pm – 8 pm  
Lent has just begun and yet Aldersgate is already 
looking ahead to Advent!  
 
A Boar's Head Christmas Festival is held each year at 
Peace Lutheran Church (South County).  It is hard to 
describe accurately but think about what a Middle Ages 
Christmas Celebration might look like, and add a 
wonderful traditional Christmas Pageant.  The music, 
costumes, and acting are truly unique.  To see photos 
of the event you can go to www.peaceboarshead.org. 
And yes, a boar is present at the table!  
 
Following the presentation, we can dine together at any 
of the great restaurants in the South County area.  For 
something a little different we could go to Miss Sheri's 
Cafeteria.  If we take a bus we could even then drive 
through a Christmas lights display on the way home.  
 
As for transportation.  If forty or so folks would like to 
charter a bus, that would run about $15 per person.  We 
could have 15 folks ride the church mini-bus and the 
remainder take their own vehicles or simply carpool.  
 
For now, please check your calendars and consider 
going.  Then, let Joe Milton know your preference as to 
transportation.  Thank you and hope to have a large 
group of Aldersgate and perhaps others take part. 
 
Joe and Carl 

Can you help? 
 
People who attend the MRD Spring meeting (now re-
scheduled to June 20) are asked to bring items for 
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House and 
Cunningham Home.  We invite members of our 
congregation to participate and our women will take them 
to the meeting.   
 
Once we return to “normal”, a container will be in the 
Welcome Center for your contributions. 
 

WISH LISTS  
  
Cunningham--Gift Cards (Wal-Mart, Target, 
Kohl's, Dollar Tree, McDonald's, Taco Bell, Burger King, 
Hardees, Wendy’s) ; men's stick deodorant; Box Tops for 
Education 

  
Lessie Bates Davis--cleaning supplies: mops, buckets, 
brooms, all-purpose cleaners, plastic gloves, and 
dishwashing liquid 

OUR LAY VISITATION TEAM ASKS FOR YOUR 
HELP  in keeping our list updated. Simply contact our 
church office with the name and phone/email of 
someone you know who would like regular, direct 
interaction with us and we'll take it from there.  
 Thanks in advance! 
    --- Dr. Joe Scheets 

Parents of College Students  

The Nurture Committee is putting 

together care packages for your 

college student. Please get their 

address to Nancy Weston as soon as possible:   

     NancyWeston96@gmail.com 

Thank you! 

http://www.peaceboarshead.org/
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JOURNEY UMC  
DR. JOE SCHEETS 

900 NORTH STATE STREET  
FREEBURG, IL 62243  

618-710-0224   WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG 

Continuing the Journey 
What’s Happening in Freeburg 

 
What’s happening in Freeburg?  Well, the same thing that’s happening everywhere else – not much. 
 
A couple of things I can tell you: 

 We plan to reschedule the Pasta With a Purpose fundraiser at Union when it is deemed safe to do so.  The tickets 
that you have already purchased will still be good. 

 Our first Sunday that we are allowed to gather for worship at Journey after Easter will be at the new time of 10:15. 
 
And now for my thoughts on social distancing: Before COVID-19, I felt like our culture 

- worships money 
- worships self 
- worships children 
- worships sports and entertainment 
- worships achievement 
- worships busyness 
- and it bothered me that many only come to church if they don’t have something else to do 

 
Lest I sound “holier than thou” – I humbly admit I am guilty of some of these things, myself! 
 
I don’t have a theology degree but I don’t believe God created this health situation that we find ourselves in.  However, 
he is clearly allowing it.  Many of those things above have been stripped away at least temporarily.  I’m not convinced I 
want to go back to “normal” as it was.  I think this is an opportunity to re-evaluate our priorities. 
 
I’m a Romans 8:28 girl, so I believe “that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who

 
have been 

called according to his purpose”.  I’m called – how about you?  So I intentionally look for and embrace the good things 
about this season: rest, renewal, open schedules, more family time, saving gas, all the ways we have with which to 
communicate, not having to set an alarm, that my husband is still working and getting paid and that I am, too (albeit 
differently).  And I’m getting to sing with my friend Beth Walz for the first time in years.  I could go on and on. 
What do you think God wants you to notice right now? 

“Cathy O.” 

Interim Worship Leader 

From Facebook: 

Bridge Bread is asking for 

donations. 

Coronavirus has caused many of Bridge Bread's 
customers to cancel orders. We have lost half our 
revenue for next week and it looks to get worse before it 
gets better. 
We need to raise money to keep our Bakers employed 
and housed. Please help us keep the Bakers working. 
We will use the time to improve skills, maintain our 
building, and make bread for local food pantries. 

 
If you prefer, you may mail a check to: 
Bridge Bread Bakery 
2639 Cherokee Street 
St. Louis, MO 63118 

 
We are a Federal 501(c)(3) tax-deductible charity. 

If you follow Bridge Bread on Facebook,  
you can donate there as well. 

April is observed as Child Abuse 
Prevention Month. It is the time when we 
recognize the importance of families and 
communities working together to prevent 
child abuse and neglect. 
  
In these difficult days when everyone is 

tense and uncomfortable, it is especially important that 
we are alert to domestic and child abuse. 
  
Substance abuse has become an ever-growing problem 
which affects children. Alcohol and/or drug addiction 
hurts everyone.  It is estimated that 6 million children in 
the country live with at least one parent who abuses 
alcohol or other drugs. 
  
Our original plans were to observe Sunday, April 19 ,as 
Child Abuse Prevention Sunday.   We can still pray for 
and work toward the day every child will be raised in a 
healthy, safe environment. Children are our future and 
we all must play a part in keeping the environment a safe 
place for them. 

https://www.facebook.com/bridgebread/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARDp2Pu4dXS6HFu1RD0AXlZZKWhZKxOfB65fvUZHyuPI-3deDmayUoMECObUzC8JpyYm5W1KGf73i4Ca&hc_ref=ARR6T_crTMYFPJwgojRHiCVmGTpd2HQHUtvjBfmBRLSFCIIk1sUR5GzYsM4KjEULAT8&ref=nf_target&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDpQTw7YmGVZTUFH
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MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade) 
Moms with young children: it is hard to find time for 

yourself.  If you have children ages 0 - grade 5, we have 

created that time for you!   

2019 – 2020 MOMSConnect Schedule   

 (September – May) 

2
nd 

Wednesday of the Month        

5:15 p.m. – 7:45 p.m. 

 

May 13– Painting/Moms on a Mission/Schedule for 

2020-21 

 

MOMSConnect can RSVP on Facebook at    

MOMSConnect at Union for the monthly 

meetings. Please let us know if you are coming 

and how many.           

Here is a picture from 
MOMSConnect last month. 
The moms made Easter 
wreaths during their March 
meeting. 

Visitation and Other Good Stuff 
with Dr. Joe Scheets 

 

What Can I Do? 
 
We can make excuses or we can make progress, but we can’t do 
both. 
 
Wish I’d said that, but I got it from Chris Hogan. 
 
With that in mind, here’s a handful of ideas to get you going with 
something you can prayerfully do in midst of our current 
Coronavirus situation --- 
 
Call someone. Yes, FaceTime and texts and emails and whatever 
else work as well, but some people would really rather talk with 
you. I’ve checked and our cell phones are still capable of this. So, 
to quote an old film, “Who ya gonna call?” 
 
Write a Thank You note to someone.  I’d like to write one today to 
my geometry teacher, but she’s no longer with us. You have at 
least one someone in your life who’s had a positive impact on you, 
whether you realized it at the time or not…and if you’re like the rest 
of us, you didn’t realize it at the time. So thank them! It’ll be well 
worth your time and a postage stamp. It may well be a piece of 
correspondence they’ll keep. A family member might even find it 
while going through their things, and get a fresh appreciation of 
their loved one because of you and your thank you note. 
  
Tip generously. There are extra people bringing deliveries to your 
door and to your vehicle. Ask any of us who’ve lived on tips and 
we’ll regale you with shocking stories of what a difference there is 
in people and how they tip servers, delivery people, and others. I 
spent a couple of summers as a Courtesy Van Driver for a luxury 
hotel attached to a convention center while in seminary. Ask me 
about that next time we see each other. Here’s a hint: the 
restaurant staff at the hotel found the worst group of tippers were 
those among the highest paid in our society at their annual 
convention. Ouch. The second worst group of restaurant tippers? 
Church-goers on a Sunday…double ouch.  
 
Remember to share God’s tithes and your offerings. “Ministry 
takes money,” a Conference Treasurer told the leadership of a 
church I served. When they began to argue, they were reminded 
that while we accomplish a lot by volunteering, much if not most of 
that happens due to our structure and staff, usually unseen and 
unnoticed. If you’d like help with how to contribute, call our office 
(618.233.6375) or email bunny@unionumc.org. People you’ll 
never meet will thank you --- for example, the families to whom we 
give sack lunches and more. 
 
Help us help you. What would be helpful to you? Let your church 
help you if we can. You and I are blessed beyond measure to be 
part of a thriving church! There’s nothing wrong with being on the 
asking/receiving end of things, especially now. So what would be 
helpful to you? I’d like to know, and I’d love to have a part in 
helping if at all possible: You can reach me directly on my cell 
phone (217.377.8049) or at joescheets3@gmail.com.  
 
Yours in Christ, 

Joe 

Dr. Joe Scheets, 217.377.8049 
Visitation and Other Good Stuff 
Check out my daily devotional: 
www.joescheets.com 

Remember there’s no such thing as a small act 
of kindness. Every act creates a ripple with no 
logical end.       —Scott Adams 

 

mailto:bunny@unionumc.org
mailto:joescheets3@gmail.com
http://www.joescheets.com/
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MUSIC TIDINGS  

 

"It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing 
praises to thy name O Most High; to declare thy 
steadfast love in the morning, and thy faithfulness 

by night, to the music of the lute and the harp, to the melody of 
the lyre. For thou, O Lord, hast made me glad by thy work; at 
the work of thy hands I sing for joy."         
               Psalm 92:1-4 

 
 
 
 
 
Sometimes when the world seems a little topsy-turvy, it's 
difficult to find the peace and joy which we are all use to finding 
outside of ourselves. But, reading the psalms does bring joy! 
 
King David and the other psalm writers were not immune to 
life's struggles.  Psalm 91 speaks of deadly pestilence and 
Psalm 102 speaks of despair in the midst of affliction.  Yet, so 
many of the Psalms speak of God's great majesty and of 
praising Him through music. 
 
Look at almost any of the Psalms and some part of the text has 
been set to music: 

 Haydn's "The Heavens Are Telling" in Psalm 19 
 

 Brahms' "How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place" in Psalm 84 
 

 The more contemporary "O Lord, Our Lord, How Majestic 
is Thy Name" from Psalm 8. 

 
The Psalmist exhorts us to praise God; to lift our voices, 
instruments, and hearts to the living God in joy as well as in 
times of sorrow and uncertainty, for He is our redeemer and the 
one who holds us in the palm of His hands. 
                                                                                                     

            Carole Eckert 

“Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading 

of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching”    
           1 Timothy 4: 13  

 

Your Lay Leaders are trying to involve more 
people in reading Scripture on Sunday mornings.  
Listed below are the Scripture readings for the 
second quarter of 2020.   
 
If anyone is interested in signing up to read on one 
of the listed Sundays, please email Paul Petraborg 
or Danny Nollman at our emails below or tell us 
when you see us at church. 
 
Please give us your email and phone number so 
that we can confirm your choice and send you a 
reminder several days before you are to read.  
 
The pew Bible is the “New International Version”; 
however, you are free to read from any version of 
the Bible. 
 
Thank you, 

Paul Petraborg     pjpetraborg@hotmail.com     
      (618-671-4151) 
Danny Nollman    nollmandl@att.net     
      (618-235-6873) 

 

Scripture Readings 
   
May 3       John 10:1-10  
May 10      Matthew 5:13-20 
May 17      Philippians 4:6-7 
May 24      Guest Speaker 
June 7       Matthew 17:1-9  
June 14       Romans 5:1-5  
June 21      Romans 6:1-14  
June 28      Romans 6:12-23 

mailto:pjpetraborg@hotmail.com
mailto:nollmandl@att.net

