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There is no doubt in my mind that what the world will look like, what our
culture will look like and what the church of Jesus Christ will look like will
be different after this health crisis is over. We are, I think, in the middle
of a fundamental and life changing event. I usually don’t speak in such
hyper terms, but this Covid-19 event is changing a lot of what we used
to think of as “normal.”
A lot of pundits and experts are just beginning to form ideas and notions
on what the world, our culture and particularly the church will look like
after everything settles. When this is over, what will be?
A recent article by our Episcopalian friends tells us this. Chantal McKinney writes:
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But an important shift needs to happen, too. Have you not felt the Spirit at work in these
times? Have you noticed ways we might be able to be church differently? I am personally
reminded of how critical face to face connection is, even as I am grateful for online
opportunities to connect. My spouse and children miss the grandparents we cannot see. I
miss seeing my parishioners in person. I miss the youth in our church’s neighborhood.
Then McKinney shifts and writes:

But I do not want to go back to normal if that means only seeing my parishioners inside our
church building. I do not want to go back to shining our light inside the building, where
those outside can’t see it. I can see more clearly now how we shut ourselves off from
interconnectivity when we stay in our buildings. I want us to be intentional about venturing
out to be church in our neighborhood.

Each Tuesday, 9:30 am
Prayers and Perspiration
McKinley Hall

There will be a lot of “needs” when we are through this—things we see now that will need our
attention, like continued unemployment, grief, loss, pain, and other challenges such as our
homeless will continue. There will be other issues that will arise that we haven’t even begun to
understand. One thing is for certain, I think. As we have shifted ourselves over these past few
months as humans and as the church, we are finding ourselves more resilient and more
creative than we could have ever imagined!

Second Wednesday
10:30 am
United Methodist Women
McKinley Center
(no meetings January,
June, July, and November)

We the church are uniquely and deeply qualified to be ready to meet the needs of the world
because we follow a God who, through His son Jesus, radically altered and changed the world
through His life, death and resurrection!

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm
United Methodist Men
Krause Room

McKinney continues (powerfully so, I think):

Each Thursday 9:00 am

Brothers and sisters, we will soon be at the proverbial fork in the road. When we are able
to return to our buildings, we can go back to business as usual or we can begin a new, less
familiar path, toward balancing being church inside our buildings and also outside of them,
deeply rooted in our neighborhoods and communities.
I believe it’s time for a shift in the church that starts with shining our light outside our buildings.
We are learning that our buildings are not what make us church, after all! It’s the people. It’s
the love of Christ and the love we share. That can be done online, but, for the sake of the
world, we need to take our love and our light out into the world, too. Then we will really see
what God can do among us.”
See you on the other side! Whew, what God has in store for us!!!!!!!!!

Harvey

Krause Room
Junior Church
(Kindergarten – 4th Grade)
Junior Church is held during
the 9:00 am worship service
Each Wednesday
Horticulture
8:00 am, Coffee
Grimm and Gorly
324 E. Main, Belleville
9:00 am, Church
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THE SECOND MONDAY
BREAKFAST GROUP

While we continue to follow the directives of our Bishop and the Governor to stay
at home during this difficult time, there are some individuals who deserve
"Thanks" for actions they have taken during this time. We have a large facility
and we have a small group that ensures it is maintained, even during difficult
times.
Mike Engel and Don Stein have worked hard to ensure our building and grounds
are properly maintained. They discovered one area of sidewalk in our Prayer
Garden was collapsing. Soil under a drain line had washed out and the drain line
had disconnected in the middle. They tore out one section of concrete sidewalk,
dug down to the collapsed line, repaired the line, filled in the hole and poured a
new concrete section of sidewalk. They were also part of a team that included
Jerry Sauerwein, Rev Ed Weston and Bob Dintelmann to move some of the older
bushes that had been in planters at our entrances to a new area in the Prayer
Garden. Finally, this small group has spread new mulch around the church to
"spiffy" up the outside.
The Trustees, especially Marvina Jones, have been very busy. Marvina has included a separate article on the new flooring that has been installed in McKinley
Center. Not only did she lead the group in getting the flooring installed, but she
and her husband, Gary, ensured the chairs in McKinley Hall were thoroughly
cleaned prior to returning them to the gym area. Finally, she and Gary did some
work on the historic podium in McKinley Hall that makes it look like new.
On Sunday mornings, we can still have church services, but it is very limited in
numbers. Special thanks to Dave Trout and Mike Engel for their work with the
sound and video systems. Kent McVety has been out of town, but is a major part
of that support.
Finally, this has all been held together by the great work of Sheri Hill and Bunny
VonBokel, who have handled the day-to-day business of the church. Although we
don't know when we will finally be back together, it WILL happen. In the meantime, thank these special people for their time and effort to ensure we have the
facility and the services we need to help bring God's message to the world.
Dick Frette
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Upcoming Tidings deadlines
(10:00 am):
May 18
June 29

Worship On Sundays
We will continue our current worship schedule on streaming
on our YouTube channel through the month of May. We
offer two services on Sunday:


A traditional service at 9:00 am that features a variety of vocal arrangements
organized by our choir/music director, Carole Eckert. This service offers
hymns and special music. There is also music from our own Gail Long on the
organ and piano.



A contemporary service at 10:15 am that features a mix of praise band
members from both the Cross Walk Praise team and the Journey Praise
team. The music is lead by Co-leaders, Beth Walz and Cathy
Obernuefemann.

Join us for one or both of the services each Sunday.
We are working on a plan for after May (if we are going to be in-person) and
those plans are beginning to take shape at both of our physical church sites
(Belleville and Freeburg). We are planning this with your health and the health of
others first and foremost in our minds. Look for more details to come!
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United Methodist Women
Since the Illinois governor has extended the
stay-at-home order another 30 days, we will
have to cancel our May activities,
specifically the Texas Roadhouse
fundraiser and our retreat. May is our last
UMW meeting for the summer. We will
resume our meetings in August. I will try to keep you
informed of activities through e-mail – particularly the
MRD spring meeting currently scheduled for June 20 and
Mission U in late July/early August.
Also, please continue to send me your pledges; mail to
me at home – 1202 Corinne Lane, New Baden IL 62265.
I think most of you have heard Karen Milton, Nancy
Weston and Sandy Patrick have been sewing masks.
They offered the masks to church members and others
for a donation to UMW. So far they have raised over
$400! Quite a successful fundraiser for UMW! Thank you,
ladies!
I know this has been a difficult time for all of us. Continue
to pray for our country, medical staff, 1stresponders, and
everyone affected by this pandemic. If you need help in
any way, please reach out to the church or UMW
members – we are all in this together.
Stay safe!

Jenny Johnson

Miriam Circle has canceled its meeting for Friday, May
22. We hope and pray that everyone is safe and
well. Future dates will be communicated as they are
finalized. God’s blessings to all.

Can you help?
People who attend the MRD Spring meeting (now rescheduled to June 20) are asked to bring items for
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House and
Cunningham Home. We invite members of our
congregation to participate and our women will take them
to the meeting.
Once we return to “normal”, a container will be in the
Welcome Center for your contributions.
WISH LISTS
Cunningham--Gift Cards (Wal-Mart, Target,
Kohl's, Dollar Tree, McDonald's, Taco Bell, Burger King,
Hardees, Wendy’s) ; men's stick deodorant; Box Tops for
Education
Lessie Bates Davis--cleaning supplies: mops, buckets,
brooms, all-purpose cleaners, plastic gloves, and
dishwashing liquid

You can still purchase and dedicate new
hymnals. If you would like to purchase a
hymnal (or hymnals) in honor/memory of
someone, they are $17.29 each. Order
forms can be found at the Welcome Desk. Blessings,
Worship Committee

God's Grace
God dispenses his goodness not with an eyedropper
but a fire hydrant. Your heart is a Dixie cup,
and his grace is the Mediterranean Sea.
You simply can’t contain it all. So let it bubble over.
Spill out. Pour forth.
‘Freely you have received, freely give’
(Matthew 10:8 NIV)
—Rev. Max Lucado

OUR LAY VISITATION TEAM ASKS FOR YOUR
HELP in keeping our list updated. Simply contact our
church office with the name and phone/email of
someone you know who would like regular, direct
interaction with us and we'll take it from there.
Thanks in advance!
--- Dr. Joe Scheets
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JOURNEY UMC
900 NORTH STATE STREET
FREEBURG, IL 62243
618-710-0224
WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG

Continuing the Journey

What’s Happening in Freeburg
Though Journey church has not been in the building for a few weeks for worship, the church is very much
alive and well. Through this time, we've been busy doing what we love best: helping those in need.
 Journey has partnered with a well-established non-profit agency in St Louis City that provides services to folks
dealing with mental illness and/or substance abuse. Many of these folks are home bound, and a good portion are
homeless, residing in tents by the river.
 Knowing that Journey has a homeless ministry, we were asked by one of the agency's social workers (who
happens to be Kathy Thurston's granddaughter) if we were willing to help provide sack lunches for their clients
during this time, and we gave them a resounding, "Yes!" Funds were provided through designated contributions,
and we were off! Twice a week we prepare and pack 25 sack lunches to help in this effort.
 We're able to report that the recipients of the lunches are delighted. We can also report that Kathy's kitchen and
dining room may never be the same. If you would like to become involved in this ministry, please e-mail Sandy
Merrill at journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com.
 Freeburg Food and Clothing Bank (our neighbor) has asked that Journey provide someone to be a member of
their board, and Michelle Barthelemy has risen to the challenge - thank you, Michelle!
 And our Feed the Kids ministry continues to provide weekly groceries to the families of Freeburg students who
need a bit of extra help. Laura Twenhoefel is keeping this going.
 We have another opportunity for you that just might pique your interest: Freeburg Care Center residents are
getting bored and are looking for items to occupy their time. Coloring books, crayons, markers, colored pencils,
puzzles, and games are some of the things they have in mind. If you have any of these type items around your
house that you'd like to share with them, call or email Sandy (see above). She's more than happy to do a porch
pickup. (If you'd like to make a cash donation, she's willing to do the shopping for you, too!)

***
When we return to in-person worship at Journey, it will be at our new time of 10:15 a.m. with Pastor Harvey running
out between Union services to preach for us. Right now we are happy to be collaborating with Union’s Crosswalk
band to present a contemporary worship live stream at 10:15. Also, when we return we will plan a proper thank you
reception for Dr. Joe & Patty – we are so appreciative of them jumping on the Journey train for awhile and glad they
will still be around.
“Cathy O.”
Interim Worship Leader

From Facebook:
Bridge Bread is asking for
donations.
Coronavirus has caused many of Bridge Bread's
customers to cancel orders. We have lost half our
revenue for next week and it looks to get worse before it
gets better.
We need to raise money to keep our Bakers employed
and housed. Please help us keep the Bakers working.
We will use the time to improve skills, maintain our
building, and make bread for local food pantries.
If you prefer, you may mail a check to:
Bridge Bread Bakery
2639 Cherokee Street
St. Louis, MO 63118
We are a Federal 501(c)(3) tax-deductible charity.
If you follow Bridge Bread on Facebook,
you can donate there as well.
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The trustees have good news about the flooring in
McKinley Hall!. After considering input from some church
members, and certainly recognizing that the carpet was
both worn and dirty, several flooring companies were
contacted for recommendations and bids. We were in
agreement that vinyl was a better consideration as a
long lasting product, with a surface that can be easily
cleaned.
The chosen product is called luxury vinyl plank and has
a commercial use warranty of 15 years. It is a glue down
tile with a varied wood grain look. The overall thickness
is 2.5mm. The hue is a variety of warm browns and
grays. A slightly beveled edge makes for an advantaged
application. The above qualities and colors available
helped in making the decision to contract Custom Floors
and More.

With the day care kids absent, and the installers
available because of residential cancellations, this was
the ideal time to get the job done promptly.
In preparation for the removal and installation of flooring,
trustees patched and painted the dry wall sections.
Thanks to a crew of Wednesday workers for saving the
church $200 by removing and replacing all furnishings.
That was a huge job! In keeping with a fresh new look,
the upholstered chairs have been cleaned.
Marvina Lee
contact person for project

Visitation and Other Good Stuff
with Dr. Joe Scheets
Let’s pray at 3.
For the duration of our current season of COVID-19, let’s
pray at 3. “But Joe, you didn’t say 3 in the afternoon or 3
in the morning!” That’s right! I want to keep this simple.
Let’s pray at 3.
 For some of us, that will always be either 3 in the
afternoon or 3 in the morning.
 For others of us, that will sometimes be 3 in the
afternoon, and sometimes 3 in the morning.
 For all of us, we’ll probably forget now and then.
When that happens, let’s pray when we do remember
it.
Let’s pray at 3.
What to pray about? Let me suggest two groups of
people to start with this week:
1) those in the ongoing ministries of our church (and yes,
this includes you and all the rest of us who pray at 3)

2) our leaders and decision-makers as we all navigate
these uncharted waters of COVID-19.
Let’s pray at 3.
Yours in Christ,

Joe

Dr. Joe Scheets, 217.377.8049
Visitation and Other Good Stuff
Check out my daily devotional:
www.joescheets.com

PS: Many have asked for the song lyrics I read as both our Call
to Worship and Opening Prayer on Easter in our live YouTube
Service of Divine Worship ---http://www.carolynshymns.com/
this_easter_celebration.html
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Earlier in April, Karen Milton reported (also see
update in UMW article):

MUSIC TIDINGS

I thought I would report our progress. So far, we
have made 88 elastic masks, and 164 surgical
masks—thanks to donations of elastic from Karen
Buehler, Arlene Glaeser, Sheri Hill, Carol Morey,
Laura Nollman, Gail Piersol, and Debbie
Tiemann. We also received a huge supply of
thread from the Uhls.

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to
shine upon us, that thy way may be known upon the earth,
thy saving power among all nations. Let the peoples praise
thee, O God; let all the peoples praise thee! Let the nations
be glad and sing for joy, for thou dost judge the peoples with equity and guide
the nations upon earth.

From these generous donations we have made
252 masks and are still making them until the
elastic runs out. We will continue to make the
surgical masks with ties when we are out of
elastic.

Live stream services at 9 am and 10:15 am through YouTube at
Union United Methodist Church, Belleville, Illinois

Stitchers included Sandy Patrick, Nancy Weston,
Kay Watt, Jan Wiggs, and me.
We have given them to Memorial Hospital and
Monroe County health care workers.

Psalm 67: 1-4

SUNDAY, MAY 3
9 am - "Ride the Chariot"- Men's quartet with
Michael Woodruff, Perry Danford,
Jim Eckert, and Steve Bloomer
Rev. Gaither's message: "Sheep and Shepherds",
John 10:1-10

10:15 am - Contemporary service; music lead by
Beth Walz and Cathy Oberneufermann

SUNDAY, MAY 10
9 am - Special Music with the Petraborg family
Rev. Gaither's message: "Light of the World",
Philippians 4:6-7
10:15 am - Contemporary service; music lead by Beth Walz
and Cathy Oberneufermann

