
   

 

 God’s Faithfulness In and Out of Season 

As we have moved through this season of a Global Pandemic (going 
on 3 months now), I have found myself marveling at God’s 
faithfulness.  
 
In Romans 8:31 Paul talks about how God is for us. The Message 
puts it like this, “With God on our side like this, how can we lose?” 
The NIV says it this way, “If God is for us, who can be against us?” 
 
Courtney Weaver writes in her devotion on this passage: 
 

It genuinely makes me stop in my tracks when I really think about it. With constant 
noise, anxiety, fear, and stress coming our way—whether from others, media, or our 
own minds—we get burnt out quickly. We can easily be distracted by the noise 
instead of focusing on God’s stillness and peace. God is for me. Say that out loud. 
And then say it again. 

 
I have found myself amazed at how God has been by our side in this strange season. It has 
been a strange season of drastic changes, changes that seem to come to us almost daily. But, 
despite those changes, and despite all the changes, God has been with us!  
 
Weaver continues: 
 

These past few months have been a lot for us to process. People are struggling in all 
different aspects of their lives. Each person’s story is different, but just as important as 
the next. Jobs have been lost, relationships have been strained, lives have been 
taken, businesses have shut down, church buildings have been closed, and so much 
more. In all of this, even when we can’t see it, God is for us. And He is faithful. 
 

God has been moving in our lives and the life of the church even though we have been 
separated physically. I have seen it; I hope you have as well. I think that is the amazing thing 
about the God we serve. Read in the Scriptures about those times when God seems to have 
been missing and when those who follow Him find God amongst them over and over again.  
 
God is at work whether we are looking or not, because God is faithful. We may never have a 
burning bush moment, but we serve the same I AM who spoke to Moses. We serve the same 
God who promised Abraham as many descendants as the stars. And we serve the same 
Creator who put those very stars in place. 

Weaver writes about this moment: 
 

In this new season, allow God to prove Himself to you and through you. Allow Him to 
help you intentionally build relationships focused on Him—whether with family, those in 
your churches, or even those in your communities. He will use you. And His faithfulness 
will be evident—not only to you, but to those with whom you are connected. 

 
Take a moment and read Hebrews 11; see those moments where God worked in the lives of 
the faithful over and over again. Hear those stories again and see how they relate to our lives 
now. Where have you seen God at work? Where is God working in your life right now? And 
remember God IS faithful!      

                     Harvey 
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Each Tuesday, 9:30 am 

Prayers and Perspiration 

McKinley Hall 

 

 

Second Wednesday  

10:30 am 

United Methodist Women 

McKinley Center 

(no meetings January, 

June, July, and November) 

 

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm 

United Methodist Men 

Krause Room  

 

Each Thursday 9:00 am  

Krause Room 

 

Junior Church 

 (Kindergarten – 4th Grade) 

Junior Church is held during 

the 9:00 am worship service 

 

Each Wednesday 

Horticulture 

 8:00 am, Coffee 

Grimm and Gorly 

324 E. Main, Belleville 

9:00 am, Church 

Union United Methodist Church, Belleville, IL                           June 25, 2020 

Tidings 

https://www.bible.com/bible/1/ROM.8.31-39.NIV
https://ministryspark.com/church-of-the-brave/
https://ministryspark.com/moses-burning-bush-lesson/
https://ministryspark.com/creation-story-elementary/
https://ministryspark.com/create-community-together/
https://ministryspark.com/create-community-together/
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Tidings 
 Union United Methodist Church 

721 East Main Street  
Belleville, Illinois 62220                                               

618-233-6375   
 

Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither  

 
Thel Lemons, Editor     

 
Contributors may attach copy to 

email or text the information  
to the editor: 

chefthel@aol.com 
618/530-8435 

Upcoming Tidings deadlines 

(10:00 am):   

  July 27 

August 24 

Opening Back Up  
We are planning on re-opening the church (we have always been technically open and never closed by the way) on 
Sunday, June 28th. Below you will find the guidelines we have put together to keep everyone safe as we go to in-
person worship that Sunday. Please note the times for the services and know that we will continue to livestream both 
services, if for ANY reason you are not comfortable coming back to worship in person. 

   
June 28, 2020 
 
Safety is the number ONE concern; we will do everything with that in mind. 
 
1) Please stay home if   

a) you feel you have any symptoms (i.e. cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, fever, chills, muscle 
pain, sore throat, new loss of taste or smell per CDC);  
 
b) you are in a high-risk health group. (i.e. chronic lung disease/asthma, heart disease, undergoing cancer 
treatments, diabetes, kidney failure, liver failure, immune system deficiencies per CDC);  
 
c) you just do not feel well or feel uncomfortable with coming to in-person worship at this point in time. 
 

2) We will have a 125-maximum number (25% of total capacity of our sanctuary, including our balcony). 
3) Families/individuals must sit 6 feet from other families/individuals. 
4) We will have two services. One at 9:00 am and one at 11:15 am. 

The first service will be “traditional”, and the second service will be “contemporary”. 
5) We will enter ONLY through the doors at the overhang. Those doors will be propped open so no one touches the 
doors to enter. We will ask that everyone entering the building wear a mask until they are seated in their pew and that 
they put their masks back on after the service when we exit the building. 
6) We will have seating guides. (No greeters) 
7) We will seat from the front of the sanctuary to the back and then we will leave from the back to the front so people 
will not cross each other’s paths. 
8) We will have offering plates at each door for you to drop off your offering; we will not pass the offering plates. 
9) We will have a children’s sermon (if children are present) and the person giving the sermon will wear a mask. 
10) We will have children’s church at both services (if needed). 
11) We are not allowed to sing, but we will have special music. 
12) There will be no bulletins; we will have a service outline on the screens before the service begins. 

Hope everyone is safe and well.  
 
As you have heard from Pastor Harvey’s emails and information in this Tidings, 
the church is planning to re-open at the end of June. If everything goes as 
planned Sunday, June 28, will be the opening date. As head usher, I am asking 
for volunteers to usher. We will need four to six ushers per Sunday over the next 
couple of months. I ask that the ushers arrive at church by 8:20 for any additional 
instructions. 
 
Everyone coming to church will need to wear a mask and enter through the blue 
door under the portico. The ushers will escort members to their seats starting at 
the front. When services are over, the ushers will dismiss the pews starting at the 
rear. When communion is offered, it will be pre-packaged. Pastor Harvey will 
answer any questions you may have.  If you are interested in volunteering, send 
me an email at: nollmandl@att.net or call me at 618-235-6873 (always leave a 
message). Be sure to tell me which Sunday or Sundays you wish to serve. 
 
Ushers are needed for the following Sundays: June 28, July 5, July 12, July 19, 
July 26, August 2, August 9, August 16, August 23, and August 30. 
 

Thank you, 
Danny Nollman 

New Meeting Time Announced 
 
The senior high youth will now meet weekly on Mondays at 7 pm at Journey. The 
first meeting is Monday, June 29.  
 Please mark this change in your calendar!  

mailto:nollmandl@att.net
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Kids on the Go  
1st – 4th Grade 

 
Swim Party  

 
On Sunday, August 30, we are planning  our swim party 
at Jane and Thom Peters’ home.  We will welcome our 
new first grade friends and say goodbye to our 5

th
 grade 

friends.  Additional information will be provided next 
month. 
  
 

Scavenger Hunt 
  
Join us for a fun evening this Friday, June 26 for a safe 
scavenger hunt.  The scavenger hunt will begin at your 
home and will end at the church upper parking lot to drive 
up and pick up a prize.  Each family will be given tasks to 
complete.  The list will be sent out via email to everyone 
one hour before the event starts.  Please RSVP to Donna 
at donna@unionumc.org by Friday morning! 
  
Hope to see you! 
Miss Becky, Miss Donna and Miss Jane 

VBS Update 
Dear Friends, 
 
Sorry to be silent for so long, but it's been like holding 
your breath for a long time to see what the next change 
will be. Hopefully, we can all start to exhale a little bit. I 
miss all of you and cannot wait to see my church family 
again! Donna and I have been trying to figure out how to 
meet state guidelines and just use common sense 
because of all the unknowns as we get back together. We 
have listened to parents' concerns and we hope that this 
will be acceptable to a good many of you. 
 
Our curriculum has changed to "Crocodile Dock."  As of 
now, we are planning on doing a very SMALL-group VBS, 
July 28-30. We are only able to have one night per age 
group. This will cut down on cross contamination and just 
make it easier to watch kids as they navigate all the new 
protocols. We looked at numbers from last years' VBS to 
divide our groups. We will have: 

Pre-K, K and 1st grade on Tuesday night (July 
28) from 6-7:30 pm 
2nd and 3rd grade on Wednesday night (July 29) 
from 6-8:00 pm 
4th, 5th and 6th grade on Thursday night (July 
30) from 6-8 pm 

 
We will not have a large group gathering in the beginning 
or at the end in the gym. Drop off and pick up will be in 
the lower parking lot circle. Sheri HIll will meet you at the 
car and escort your child into the building. Someone will 
greet them there and take them to their first area. 
 
We cannot have a music time, but the children will listen 
to VBS music during craft time. We will give you a CD of 
all the songs and hopefully your child will learn the songs! 
We will separate kids during story time by using hula 
hoops as a space barrier to distance each other.  Vickie 
will be behind a big plexiglass screen during bible story 
time. Craft time will be moved to a larger room and tables 
and chairs will be spaced appropriately.  Craft items 
(crayons, etc.) will not be shared. Each child will get 
his own set of craft items and that becomes his for the 
night.  All adults will have on face masks unless they are 
behind a barrier. We are not sure yet about the children 
wearing masks but will wait to see what the CDC 
suggests. Of course, whatever you feel is best for your 
child is what we will follow for your child. 
 
Recreation will be handled with safety guidelines in place. 
We haven't met with our recreation leaders yet, but our 
idea is that each child will get his own set of play items for 
the entire rec time. No switching or relays but they will do 
activities against themselves in their designated area and 
then we look at the completed tasks. We're not sure of 
the exact games yet but this is the direction we are 
headed. 
 
This year, unfortunately, we will not open up VBS to the 
public. Pre-registration is required and that will be after 
July 4th. 
 
If you have any concerns not addressed, please contact 
Jane Peters (618-406-7607) or Donna Shock. 

In Christ's Service, 
Jane Peters 

Plastic Caps/Lids Update 
 
During the 2019-2020 school year, UUMC was busy 
collecting and passing along bags of plastic caps/lids to 
various local groups!  We donated numerous bags to the 
O’Fallon EMS Department for their plastic tables project. 
We donated several bags to Westchester Elementary in 
Kirkwood, MO for their plastic benches project. We also 
helped Rockwood School District with their goal of plastic 
benches via James, Max, & Julie Buehler-Diener.  We 
also gave numerous bags to Okawville High School 
Science Club with their goal 
of plastic benches & tables. 
Lastly, the photo below 
shows all of the bags given 
to the Clinton County 
Fairgrounds for their plastic 
benches project. Thank you 
for your donations! 
 
The current plan is to 
continue to collect at church 
and pass along to various 
groups. We ask the 
congregation to please 
inform the church office if 
you see or hear of any 
groups collecting for plastic 
benches. 

PARABLES OF JESUS SERMON SERIES, August 
 
Aug. 2 Luke 14:7-14 -- “The Wedding Feast”  
Aug. 9 Matthew 5:13-20 --“Being Light” 
Aug. 16 Matthew 7:1-5 --“The Speck and the Log” 
Aug. 23 Luke 10:29-37 --“The Good Samaritan”  
Aug. 30 Luke 15:11-32 --“The Prodigal Son” 

mailto:donna@unionumc.org
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Financial Update 

The ministries of Union and Freeburg have continued as 
we transitioned from normal business to more than three 
months of lock down and as of June 22

nd
 back to normal 

business hours.  During the lockdown sack lunches and 
groceries have been provided to those in need, reduced 
operations were conducted, and worship services have 
been streamed live as well as recorded.  The Jack and 
Jill Daycare was temporarily closed but is now open and 
supporting the community.  All in all Union has continued 
to carry out the missions of Christ to the best of its ability.   
 
Through the first five months of the year Union has 
financially weathered the pandemic well.  The staff has 
reduced operational spending to match revenues.  
Therefore, while we have not spent at the approved 
budgeted levels, we have met all the needs that were 
presented including paying apportionments.  Our 
contributions/revenues are right on pace with 
expenditures.  
 
As a reminder, we finalized our new building loan with 
Associated Bank saving us $4,000 per month.  We also 
were able to secure two grants under government and 
church programs to give us a safety net to support 
unforeseen needs.  We also received a donation from 
Dieterich Bank for our food pantry programs.   
 
Thanks for all of your support. We hope to see you all 
again when conditions permit. 
 
Mike Engel 
Finance Committee 

 Hitting the Road Fun! 
  
Miss Donna and Miss Becky hit the road to visit our children and youth families at the end of May.  We delivered 
popsicles and snapped a picture.  Our hearts were full after the two day event.  We miss seeing everyone and plan to 
hit the road again in July.  If we did not get to see you the first time, hopefully we can see you in July!  

 
Miss Donna and Miss Becky 

United Methodist Women 
 
 

Miriam Circle is meeting on Friday,   June 
26 at 9:30 am in the Prayer Garden. We 
will conclude by 11:30. Please bring your 
own chair if you are able. If not, please 
contact Marvina. We will plan to sit six 
feet apart and no food will be served. 
Masks are optional. If it rains, the gathering will be 
moved into McKinley Hall and masks are suggested. 
Please plan to bring a chair, rain or shine. 
 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Circle met in both May and June in the 
shade on the upper parking lot.  
 The next meeting is July 28 in the Krause Room at 
1:00. Bring your own drinks and snacks. 
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Visitation and Other Good Stuff 
with Dr. Joe Scheets 

 

I have a lot of questions about many of the things in the 
news lately. You, too? 
  

Friends of mine maintain hard positions on both extremes 
of a couple of those current topics and situations. Do any 
of yours, too? 
 

Some family members are also well entrenched with their 
minds firmly made up. Yours, too? 
 

Most of the time I tend to land somewhere in the middle, 
depending upon what we’re talking about. And you? 
 

Meanwhile, with these friends and family, I’m simply trying 
to adhere to three New Testament verses these days: 
 

If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace 
with everyone (Romans 12:18) 
 

and 
 

Work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling (Philippians 2:12) 
 

and 
 

Worry about nothing, pray about everything     
(Philippians 4:6). 
 

Seem to be some growing edges there for me. You, too? 

  Yours in Christ, Joe 

 

 

Summer 2020 Bible Study  

Available online starting Tuesday, July 7th, with the link 
on our church website and Facebook page.    This is the 
study we began in March and was interrupted by the 
health crisis.  The first class is on Isaiah 9:1,2, Freedom 
from Darkness. 

Dr. Joe Scheets, 217.377.8049 
Check out my daily devotional: 

www.joescheets.com 

JOURNEY UMC  
  

900 NORTH STATE STREET  
FREEBURG, IL 62243  

618-710-0224   WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG 

Continuing the Journey 
What’s Happening in Freeburg 

 
We had a small group gather in our parking lot to 

help recognize the Freeburg High School Seniors in a 
community parade.  And the Senior High youth recently 
got together to have ice cream.  

We have been continuing to live stream Sunday 
morning worship from Union’s YouTube channel.  
Beginning June 28

th
, we are adding in-person worship, 

but only at Union for now.  With the social distancing 
restrictions, we just don’t have much room at Journey to 
work with, but we will get back there as soon as 
possible!  

 
For now, the schedule at Union only will be: 
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship (this is 

pushed back an hour to allow cleaning time between 
services) 

 
We have continued Wednesday night Bible 

study via Zoom in the month of June.  It is open to the 
entire Union/Journey congregation.  To keep it simple, 
we are using Pastor Harvey’s scripture and sermon topic 
from each Sunday with some questions from a study 
Bible to facilitate discussion. I also ask each participant 
John Wesley’s question: “How is it with your soul?” and 
we discuss prayer requests.  If you would like more 
information about the Bible study, please e-mail me at 
cathy.obernuefeman@att.net. 

“Cathy O. 

Interim Worship Leader 

I want to thank everyone who sent cards, prayers, 
thoughts, and kind wishes/sympathy notes, on the death 
of my mother-in-law Artie Mae "Kitty" Schuchman on May 
27, 2020. She was the best mother-in-law in the world. 
(She put up with me!) 
 
All were greatly appreciated. I am so very thankful for my 
wonderful church family and their kind, caring, sharing 
love. 
 
She was buried on June 2, 2020 at 2:00 pm with family in 
attendance at Lakeview Memorial Gardens. Tom was the 
wonderful man he was because of her kind care and 
nurturing. 

Terry Lynn Schau Schachman 

Do your little bit of good 
where you are; its those little bits 

of good put together  
that overwhelm the world.  

—Desmond Tutu 

http://www.joescheets.com/
mailto:cathy.obernuefeman@att.net
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MUSIC TIDINGS  

"Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the lands!  Serve the 
Lord with gladness!  Come into his presence with singing! 
Know that the Lord is God!  It is he that made us, and we 
are his; we are his people and the sheep of his pasture." 
            Psalm 100:1-3 

 
 
 

Live stream services at 9 am and 11:15 am 

 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 28 
9 am - "Somebody's Knockin at your Door"- arr. Moses Hogan 

duet with Jim and Carole Eckert 
 

11:15 am - Contemporary Service - with Beth Walz and Cathy 
Oberneufemann 

 
 

SUNDAY, July 5 
9 am - "America, the Beautiful" -arr. John Ness Beck, quartet with  

Michael and Judy Woodruff and Jim and Carole Eckert 
 

11:15 am - Contemporary Service - with Beth W. and Cathy O. 
 
 

Sunday, July 12 
9 am - "Poor Man Lazarus" arr. by Jester Hairston, quartet with  

Michael and Judy Woodruff and Jim and Carole Eckert 
 

11:15 am - Contemporary Service with Beth W. and Cathy O. 
 
 

Sunday, July 19 
9 am - Special music by Brent and Natalie Gravois 

 
11:15 am - Contemporary Service with Beth W. and Cathy O. 

 
 

Sunday, July 26 
9 am - Special Music by the Petraborg family  

 
11:15 am - Contemporary Service with Beth W. and Cathy O. 

Union Methodist live stream services can be 
accessed through https://www.youtube.com/
user/Kent5122 or later through YouTube 
Union United Methodist Church Belleville, 
Illinois 

Preaching Schedule—June/July 

SUNDAY, June 28 
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Shame" 

Romans 6:12-23 
 
 

PARABLES OF JESUS SERMON SERIES 
 

SUNDAY, July 5 
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Mustard Seeds" 

Mark 4:26-34 
Parable skit by Zona Ludlum with  

Alex and Emma Petraborg 
 
 

SUNDAY, July 12 
Rev. Joe Scheets preaching:  "The Pharisee 

and the Tax Collector”, Luke 18:9-14 
Parable skit by Zona Ludlum with  
David Braswell and David Philip 

 
 

SUNDAY, July 19 
Rev. Gaither's sermon: 

 "The Pharisee and the Tax Collector" 
Luke 18:9-14 

 
SUNDAY, July 26 

Rev. Gaither's sermon: "The Narrow Gate" 
Luke 13:22-29 

https://www.youtube.com/user/Kent5122
https://www.youtube.com/user/Kent5122

