
   

So, here is a question I am asking myself and apparently I am not 
alone in asking it—which is good for me; it proves I am not as off as I 
think I am. (That is for another article…) Here is the question: what 
will the church look like after this health crisis is over?  
 
There is a lot of conversation about our everyday lives returning to 
“normal,” whatever that was or will be. People even use air quotes 
when they say the word “normal.” And, what will the church look like 
on the other side?  
 
In the article “Can We Now Agree That It’s Time to Become a 
Different Kind of Church?”, Jeff Christopherson argues that the 

current health crisis has drastically moved the Church in a new and different way. He writes: 
 

Some missiologists have been arguing for the necessity of such a shift for decades. 
What these voices have been unsuccessfully heralding for years, COVID-19 
accomplished in days. God allowed the church to be locked out of its confining 
container and sent into the world. 
 
Never before in North America has the need been greater for believers to live as lights 
to the world, a city on a hill that cannot be hidden (Matt. 5:14-15). 
 
Now distant from church gatherings are programs, the local church must become 
resoundingly local in deployment. People must strive to connect with one another, 
love their neighbors, meet real needs, listen to hurts, and live as agents of the 
kingdom. But sadly, far too often a gathering-centric church is not well prepared to 
deploy disciples into Christ’s mission. 
 
So, what do these changing times mean for God’s church? 

 
Christopher goes on to list three paradigm changes he views as essential: 
 

First, we need a different kind of church. Rather than a hyper-focus on the 
gathering, we must prioritize equipping people for a disciple-making movement. 
Disciple-making is the goal, not a hopeful byproduct of the gathering. By decreasing 
our focus on the gatherings as an end, we now have the margin to increase our effort 
to make disciples who live vibrantly sent lives.  

 
What we have seen in the last few months of the health crisis is a move away from church as 
that “thing we do on Sundays” (something that we will continue to do; it is essential and it is 
Biblical) to what else do we do during the week? And more importantly, how are we making 
disciples for the transformation of the world? (Does that sound familiar?)  
 
The second paradigm is about church planting, not really a point to focus on here.  
 
But the third point is this: 
 

Third, we need a different level of gospel collaboration. The scorecard has 
shifted in ways that are hard for many to get their minds around right now. Think about 
how foolish the question, “How many did you have?” sounds right now. 
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Music Tidings  

Each Tuesday, 9:30 am 

Prayers and Perspiration 

McKinley Hall 

 

Second Wednesday  

10:30 am 

United Methodist Women 

McKinley Center 

(no meetings January, 

June, July, and November) 

 

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm 

United Methodist Men 

Krause Room  

 

Each Thursday 9:00 am  

Krause Room 

 

Junior Church 

 (Kindergarten – 4th Grade) 

Junior Church is held during 

the 9:00 am worship service 

 

Each Wednesday 

Horticulture 

 8:00 am, Coffee 

Grimm and Gorly 

324 E. Main, Belleville 

9:00 am, Church 
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Tidings 
 Union United Methodist Church 

721 East Main Street  
Belleville, Illinois 62220                                               

618-233-6375   
 

Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither  

 
Thel Lemons, Editor     

 
Contributors may attach copy to 

email or text the information  
to the editor: 

chefthel@aol.com 
618/530-8435 

Upcoming Tidings deadlines 

(10:00 am):   

August 24 

September 28 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Senior high youth  

meet weekly on Mondays  
at 7 pm at Journey.  

 

 
I believe that this is for our good. Now we must think less about ourselves and more 
about the spiritual state of our communities. And to that end, we must work together  
with other churches to see that everyone has a chance to see, hear, and respond to the good news invitation of 
Jesus Christ.  

 
How do we effectively and successfully engage the community around us to communicate the Gospel to a world that no 
longer operates under the old rules. As Christopherson says, “In place of secular‘ism’ we find a new reality; secular‘ity’. 
Secularity doesn’t seek to eradicate religion; it merely sets them all (secularism included) on the buffet table of 
worldview options. People are left to determine for themselves which of an endless array of spiritual alternatives provide 
the best sense of grounding for their lives.” 
 
I am wondering what we will look like when this is all over. I hope you are as well.  

                            Harvey 

Communion News 
Yes, we will be celebrating Holy Communion this coming Sunday, August 2, at 
both worship services. Our communion stewards will be handing out pre-
packed communion packages to each person who comes into worship at both 
services. They will be wearing gloves and masks, of course.  

 

The Junior Youth and Senior High Youth are looking for 

summer work to help our congregations at Union and 

Journey or anyone you know that is in need.  They are 

willing to help with yard work, painting, ramp 

construction, etc.    

Please contact Sandy Merrill, 618-789-3151, with your 

request or for more information.  

Hope everyone is safe and well.   
             A special thanks to those who volunteered to usher during 
July.  Volunteers are needed for August and September.  We will need SIX 
ushers per Sunday over the next two months.  From the schedule below you 
can see we need volunteers (?).  If you are interested in volunteering send me 
an email at:  nollmandl@att.net or call me at 618-235-6873 (always leave a 
message).  Be sure to tell me which Sunday or Sundays you wish to 
serve.  I ask that the ushers arrive at church by 8:20 for any additional 
instructions.  Everyone coming to church will need to wear a mask and enter 
through the blue door under the portico.  The ushers will escort members to 
their seats starting at the front.  When services are over, ushers will dismiss the 
pews starting at the rear.  
 
When communion is offered, it will be pre-packaged.  Pastor Harvey will 
answer any questions you may have.    
 
Thank You, 
Danny Nollman 
  

August 2 Larry Mueller Karen/Carl Buehler  ? ? ? 
August 9  Stephanie Pierce  ? ? ? ? ? 
August 16 Stephanie Pierce ? ? ? ? ?  
August 23 Stephanie Pierce ? ? ? ? ? 
August 30 Stephanie Pierce ? ? ? ? ? 
September  6 ? ? ? ? ? ? 
September 13 ? ? ? ? ? ? 
September 20 ? ? ? ? ? ? 
September 27 ? ? ? ? ? ? 

continued from page 1 

mailto:nollmandl@att.net
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Kids on the Go  
1st – 4th Grade 

 
 
 

Swim Party  
 
On Sunday, August 30th, we 

will have our swimming party at Jane and Thom Peter’s 
home from 2:00 – 3:30. Please wear your swimsuit, 
sunscreen and bring a towel. Snacks will be provided. We 
will welcome our new first graders and say good bye to 
our fourth graders.  I will provide the address at a later 
date.  
 Please RSVP by Sunday, August 23 to 
donna@unionumc.org. Hope to see you there! 

 
 
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS/THIRD GRADE 
BIBLES/PROMOTION SUNDAY- AUGUST 16th 
 

 Blessing of the Backpacks will take place at the 9:00 
and 11:15 am services.  Please have your children 
bring their backpacks to church. 

  

 Third Grade Bibles – all Sunday School students 
entering the third grade will receive a Bible at the 9:00 
am and 11:15 am services. 

  

 Sunday School Promotion will be at 10:10 am in the 
Sanctuary. The children will be promoted and then go 
to their new class for a snack and craft. 

 
 
 
 
 
MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade) 
Moms with young children: it is hard to find time for yourself.  If 

you have children ages 0 - grade 5, we have created that time for you!   

 

MOMSConnect has decided to postpone the monthly 

meetings and SCRIP at this time due to COVID-19. 

SCAVENGER HUNT FUN – June 26, 2020  

Union United Methodist Church donates money to help 
feed kids every week. You are all such a giving people. I 
wanted to share a few pictures from a Monday run. We 
have two different routes and feed about 200 kids a 
week……sometimes more. At one of the stops these 
children with the pink shampoo came up to me and told 
me they wanted to give me shampoo to hand out to other 
children. Their dad had received a case and they wanted 
to share about a dozen bottles. They were so sweet. 

Jane Peters 

mailto:donna@unionumc.org
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United Methodist Women 
 

The UMW executive board will meet 
Wednesday, August 12 at 9:30 am in the 
Krause room. Seating will be 2 people 
per table for social distancing. We will not 
have any food but there is usually coffee 
and tea available. We need to review/
discuss our budget/pledge; develop our 
2021 slate of officers; and discuss future meetings. I 
hope to have an update on the MRD annual meeting as 
well. For the MRD meeting, we need names for the 
memorial service and anyone completing the reading 
program. 
  
I look forward to seeing you then. Minutes will be sent 
out as usual. Any questions, please let me know. 
              Jenny 

 
 

Miriam Circle will meet in McKinley Hall on August 28 at 
1:00. Please bring your chair if that is manageable for 
you. 

I would like to thank my wonderful church family for all 
your concern, prayers, and cards during my treatment 
over these past months.  You all are awesome, and all 
this support is very much appreciated. Laura Nollman 

With all the uncertainty of schools starting, it was decided 
that we would postpone our annual school supplies 
collection for District 118 schools and Lessie Bates Davis 
Neighborhood House. 
 We will plan for something in a few months when we 
are more certain of what might be needed or how it can 
be collected.  These are difficult days for everyone, and 
we want to be sure that what we do is helpful.  You will 
receive information when we have plans in order.  We 
know any future help we give will be appreciated. 

Final Mask Report 
 
"The Three Maskateers" would like to thank everyone for 
their generous donations for the masks.  To date we have 
made 1,756 elastic and surgical masks; 437 were for 
church members, family, and friends.  The rest were 
given to health care workers at Rush Hospital in Chicago, 
Monroe County Health Workers, Memorial Belleville, 
Memorial East, and Mercy Hospital in St. Louis. 
 
Thanks for your support of this project. 
 

Nancy, Sandy, and Karen 

In June, Miriam Circle met in 

the Prayer Garden 

Sunday School: the kids made the furniture for the 
tabernacle. The outline of all the furniture is laid out in 
the shape of the cross. God is so specific!  
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JOURNEY UMC  
  

900 NORTH STATE STREET  
FREEBURG, IL 62243  

618-710-0224   WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG 

Continuing the Journey 
What’s Happening in Freeburg 

 
"You can't never always sometimes tell." 
       --Mark Batterson's grandma 
 
I almost wasn't here. 
 
207 years ago my 3x great grandmother's family 
members were the victims of a grisly incident in 
Washington County, Illinois, known as The Lively 
Massacre. But Jane Lively Caudle and a brother 
survived because they were away from home. 
 
My husband Paul almost wasn't here. 
 
56 years ago, a set of twins (Paul and his brother John) 
were due in September. Instead, they arrived in July and 
their mother had a near death experience. 
 
And yet here we are. 
 
We are here for a reason. 
 
And so are you! 
 
* 
Adam & Kim Fossum recently welcomed their third 
daughter, Shiloh.  We can’t wait to meet her!  She joins 
big sisters Caroline and Lydia. 

Cathy O. 

Interim Worship Leader 

From Outreach:  With this pandemic gripping our 
country, the Outreach Committee is feeling the crunch 
everyone nationwide is. Due to the state mandated 
shutdown of church services, our activities have been 
curtailed quite a bit. While we haven't been completely 
shut down, we obviously aren't where we were at this 
time last year.  
 
The Sack Lunch program is still going on, albeit at a 
reduced rate.   
 

March     519 
April        252 
May         141 
June        240 

 
The numbers in April and May are smaller, because 1) 
schools continued lunches until the end of the school 
year; 2) the shutdown of our state; 3) the reduced hours 
of our church office. In June, the state opened up and 
the church started back up with the regular hours. A big 
THANK YOU to Kids For Christ, who are supplying 
lunches to kids on Mondays. Their Monday program 
keeps us below budget, and they donate unused meat 
and left-over lunches to our program. 
 
The Food Pantry   

 
March     46 
April        17 
May         3 
June        25 

The larger number in March we attribute to the beginning 
of the "lockdown". April and May we had limited hours 
(Monday, Wednesday, Friday).  In June, as the state 
opened up, we saw more families. 
 
Two programs are on hiatus at this time: Bridge Bread 
and Wednesday Showers. Bridge Bread will resume 
when we are able to meet in person, and the shower 
program will resume when we feel it is safe to do so. 
 
Please be safe. We look forward to the day we can 
meet, shake hands or give each other a hug in Christian 
spirit! God bless you! 
 
With God's Guidance, Wisdom and Leadership, 
Outreach Committee 
Larry Mueller 

I wish to extend a special thank you to all who have 
offered prayers, sent flowers and condolences, and kept 
in touch with me in the aftermath of the passing of my 
sister, Barbara Denson. Bill and I will always be grateful 
for your kindness and support during this difficult 
time.  Thanks to all.    Bill and Suzanne Hutcherson 

When our mother moved to Belleville, she found her 

church family at Union UMC. The warm welcome she 

received from church members—especially Elizabeth 

Circle—meant so much to her and enhanced her life. 

We are grateful to you for making her feel at home. 

Knowing she had friends like you makes our loss easier 

to bear…….The family of Beverly Harvey 

summer  
lunch hand-out 

Our prayers may be awkward. Our attempts may 
be feeble. But since the power of prayer is in the 
One who hears it and not in the one who says it, 

our prayers do make a difference. 
           —Max Lucado 



6  

Union United Methodist Church 

721 East Main 

Belleville, Illinois 62220 

Return Service Requested 

Non-Profit 

ORG/ 

PAID 

U.S. Postage  

Belleville, Illinois  

Permit #124 

MUSIC TIDINGS  

I will sing of thy steadfast love, O Lord, forever; with my mouth 
I will proclaim thy faithfulness to all generations. For thy 
steadfast love was established forever, thy faithfulness is firm as 
the heavens.       Psalm 89:1-2   

             
Live stream services at 9 am and 11:15 am 

 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 
9 am - Special Music by Kathy Hahn 

Rev. Gaither's sermon:  "Being Light", Matthew 5:13-20 
Communion 

 
11:15 am - Contemporary Service- with Beth Walz and  

Cathy Oberneufemann 
Communion 

 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9 
9 am - Special Music by Perry Danford 

Rev. Gaither's sermon:  "The Wedding Feast", Luke 14:7-14 
Parable skit with James Diener 

 
11:15 am - Contemporary Service with Beth W. and Cathy O. 

 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16 
9 am - Special Music by the Petraborg family 

Rev. Gaither's sermon:  "The Speck and the Log", Matthew 7:1-5 
Parable skit with Khloe Manno and Ellie Dintelmann 

 
11:15 am- Contemporary Service with Beth W. and Cathy O. 

 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23 
9 am - Special Music with Julie Callaghan 

Rev. Gaither's sermon:  "The Good Samaritan", Luke 10:29-37 
Parable skit with Julie Petraborg and Ginger Jones 

 
11:15 am - Contemporary Service with Beth W. and Cathy O. 

Union Methodist live stream services can be 
accessed through https://www.youtube.com/
user/Kent5122 or later through YouTube 
Union United Methodist Church Belleville, 
Illinois 

https://www.youtube.com/user/Kent5122
https://www.youtube.com/user/Kent5122

