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Covid-19
I remember reading a Pastoral Letter from our Bishop, Bishop Beard
on March 12, 2020 that read,

The State of Illinois has already identified cases that have tested
positive, and as with any type of crisis, planning and preventative
practices are the key to combating it. While we are not to the point
of recommending cancellation of services and gatherings over a
certain size, we do believe pastors and church leadership can make
those calls based upon their ministry setting. It goes without saying
that persons who are not feeling well, or those over the age of 60
with other health issues are the most vulnerable in the pandemic.
Then on March 14, I had to send out a note telling everyone that we were cancelling in-person
worship for that next day, March 15. That was a long, long, long five months ago. It seems
weird to me to look back and reflect on what was going on around the church and all the
things we were looking forward to. We were in the midst of Lent and we are making our way to
Easter. Plans were going well for our 70th church anniversary scheduled for September 13th.
I look back and all that I see is grief. Grief over events that were supposed to be one way and
turned out quite differently. Birthdays, weddings, funerals, events of all shapes and sizes that
were supposed to happen but simply did not.
And here we are, 5 months later and we are still in the throes of this pandemic, and there
really isn’t an end in sight, yet. So, there will be more grief, more loss and more sadness.
I began this shutdown with a look at the Book of Lamentations. It is a book about the reality of
grief and pain, but it is also about hope and mercy. The writer says:
“The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases” (3:22). God “will have compassion
according to the abundance of his steadfast love” (3:32). “
Every day I am reminded that God is here with us and every day is a new day for God’s love
and mercy and grace to come into my life and into the world. I understand the grief. I know the
pain we are going through. God is here and will go with us; even in the darkness of the
valleys, God’s love remains steadfast.

Harvey

In-Person Worship
Well, we resumed in-person worship on June 28th, only to find ourselves
moving backwards this past Sunday and this next Sunday, August 30th. Here’s
hoping that after next week we may be able to return to in-person worship.
Stay tuned and we shall see!
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Each Tuesday, 9:30 am
Prayers and Perspiration
McKinley Hall

Second Wednesday
10:30 am
United Methodist Women
McKinley Center
(no meetings January,
June, July, and November)

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm
United Methodist Men
Krause Room

Each Thursday 9:00 am
Ruth Circle
Quilters/Stitchers
Krause Room

Each Wednesday, 9 am
Horticulture
8 am, Coffee
Krause Room

Junior Church
(Kindergarten – 4th Grade)
Junior Church is held during
the 9:00 am worship service
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The Junior
High and
Senior High
Youth are
looking for
summer work
to help our congregations at
Union and Journey or anyone
you know that is in need. They
are willing to help with yard work,
painting, ramp construction,
etc.
Please contact Sandy Merrill,
618-789-3151, with your request
or for more information.

JOURNEY UMC
900 NORTH STATE STREET
FREEBURG, IL 62243
618-710-0224
WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG

Continuing the Journey

What’s Happening in Freeburg
God is in control! We’ve heard it and we believe it. But somehow during our
pre-COVID lives, we have been living under the illusion that we are in control of
at least many aspects of our existence.
“In their hearts humans plan their course, but the LORD establishes their
steps.”—Proverbs 16:9 NIV
We’ve all experienced changes in our plans, but much more so during the past
five months. In fact, change seems to be one of the few things on which we can
really count. I feel like I’ve been through the five stages of grief: denial, anger,
bargaining, depression, acceptance - but in my own unique order…
April – denial (I experienced it as shock) – It’s surreal / I just can’t believe this!
May – depression – I felt grief every time I took something off the calendar /
although there were no major milestones in our family, I felt sad for those unable
to celebrate graduations and other rites of passage in the way they had planned.
June – anger (more like pouting for me) – what’s the point of trying to
accomplish something?
July – bargaining (restlessness and stirring for me) – I just can’t sit here in my
house forever – what can I do?
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August – acceptance – We may be living with this scenario for a long time, so
we need to focus on God, on what we can control (though it may feel like very
little), and on what we can do TODAY – because it’s really the only day that is
guaranteed. I try to be in this zone, but realistically I slip back at times into the
other stages. This is normal and natural.
“This is the day the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.”—Psalm
118:24
All the above has been a setup for this: We are planning a parking lot service at
Journey on September 13th at 10:15 a.m. I know it would really boost the spirits
of our Journey community, and I will cling to that hope with every part of me. But
at the same time, I am remaining mindful of the noted scriptures. So…stay

tuned for more information as it becomes available.
Thel Lemons, Editor
Contributors may attach copy to
email or text the information
to the editor:
chefthel@aol.com
618/530-8435

I did start a weekly Zoom Bible study in May on Wednesday nights. Anyone is
welcome to join us! I love the fact that it has been about half and half Journey
and Union people. So far, it has just been ladies, but I am challenging the guys
to join us! We answer John Wesley’s “how is it with your soul?” question, discuss
the scripture from the previous Sunday, and pray over requests. E-mail me at
cathy.obernuefeman@att.net for more info.

Cathy O.

Upcoming Tidings deadlines
(10:00 am):
September 28
October 26

Interim Worship Leader

Senior high youth
meet weekly on Mondays
at 7 pm at Journey
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Kids on the Go
1st – 4th Grade
The swimming party scheduled for
Sunday, August 30th,
has been canceled. We will try
again next year.
Please save the date for the following activities:

MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade)

Moms with young children: it is hard to find time for yourself. If
you have children ages 0 - grade 5, we have created that time for you!

MOMSConnect has decided to postpone the monthly
meetings and SCRIP at this time due to COVID-19.

Sunday, October 3 - Matinee Movie Day
Sunday, October 25 - Trunk or Treat
Additional information will be available in the next Tidings.

Set a guard over my mouth,

Lord, keep

watch over the door of my lips

Psalm 141:3

I have fallen behind in my updates!! So
sorry!!
For January, we had donations
from Ann Braun, the Whitecottons,
Linda Moyer, Robert Brunkow, the
Inmans and the Belleville Masonic
High 12 Club.

For March, we had donations from the Inmans,
Geraldine Thomas, Bob Brunkow, Jack and Carolyn
Burke and a donation in memory of Virginia Voelkel.
April had donations from the Inmans, Sandy Kuehn,
Ralph Crago, Bob Brunkow, the Bloomers, the
Whitecottons, Linda Moyer, Geraldine Thomas, Mary
Peck, Jack and Carole Woods, Kathryn Grissom, Don
and Elsa Eltrich, and the Moreys.
In May, we had donations from Linda Moyer, the
Bloomers, Bob Brunkow, the Inmans, Bob and Linda
Edwards, Sandy Kuehn, Austin and Katie Luberda,
Geraldine Thomas, Bob and Shirley Whitecotton,
Ginger Doiron and a donation in memory of Charlie
Kaemmerer, III.
In June, we had donations from the Belleville Masonic
High 12 Club, Linda Moyer, Bob and Dorothy Inman,
The Turners, Mary Peck, the Evangelism Committee,
Bob Brunkow, Geraldine Thomas and Ginger Doiron.
And finally, in July, we had donations from Bob Brunkow,
Linda Moyer, the Turners, the Inmans, the Bloomers,
the Whitecottons and Geraldine Thomas.
Thanks to everyone who continues to help out! We
couldn't do it without you - especially now since there
aren't any food drives!!
God bless!!
Kay MacIntire

The most beautiful way to both start and
end your day is with a grateful heart.
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VBS, July 2020
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UMW Calendar
September 9--Executive Team meeting; 9:30 am,
Krause Room
September 26--MRD Fall meeting 10 am-12 pm;
Virtual meeting online
(register at https://www.igrc.org; see instructions in
Shepherdess newsletter)
October 3—IGRC UMW annual meeting, 10 am-12
pm; Virtual meeting online
(register at https://www.igrc.org; see instructions in
Shepherdess newsletter)
October 14--Executive team meeting; 9:30 am,
McKinley Hall
October 14--Unit UMW meeting; 10:30 am,
McKinley Hall
October 18--UMW Sunday
November 11--Executive team meeting; 9:30 am,
Krause Room
December 2--Executive team annual planning
meeting; 9:30 am, Krause Room
December 9--Executive team meeting; 9:30 am,
McKinley Hall
December 9--Unit UMW meeting; 10:30 am,
McKinley Hall

United Methodist Women
What a joy it was to finally meet ‘inperson’ for an executive board meeting
on August 12! Thank you to all who
attended. If you were not able to attend,
the minutes of the meeting are available.
We covered a lot of business and made tentative plans
for future meetings.
We have our slate of officers for 2021! Thank you, Jane
and nominating committee, for putting together this great
team of women to continue our UMW purpose to be in
mission for women, children and youth. We will formally
vote in these officers at our October 14 UMW meeting.

As for future meetings, we plan to have ‘in-person’
executive team meetings every month (September –
December) and ‘in-person’ unit meetings on October 14
and December 9. Unit meetings will be in McKinley Hall
beginning at 10:30 am. No lunch will be served. We will
observe social distancing and wear our masks. Chairs
will be set up but feel free to bring your own chair if you
prefer.
Kudos to Patti Brooks for revitalizing our UMW Reading
Program! We had 11 participants complete the program:
Patti Brooks, Joyce Dintelmann, Phyllis Ellett, Stephanie
Hawks, Joan Juergen, Grace Moon, Mary Peck, Terry
Schuchman, Pearl Spies, Mary Suddarth, and Sophie
Treser. Congratulations, ladies, on this wonderful
accomplishment! These ladies will be recognized at the
virtual District UMW meeting on September 26. If anyone
else is interested in reading with this group, please
contact Patti Brooks.
UMW Sunday will be observed on October 18. UMW
members will not lead the service; however, we will
recognize our 2021 officers and present a slide show of
our UMW activities.
The fall Mississippi River District meeting will be virtual
on Saturday, September 26, 10 am-12 pm and the
annual IGRC UMW meeting will be Saturday, October 3,
10 am-12 pm. If you wish to participate in these
meetings, you must register in order to receive the link to
join the meeting. Registration for these meetings can be
completed online at https://www.igrc.org. Detailed
instructions for registration are in the latest Shepherdess
newsletter.
We voted on a new UMW service project – Dresses for
Africa. An e-mail was sent out about this program to
make dresses and shorts for children in Africa. There are
some specific needs – please contact Sandy Patrick or
Karen Milton for more information.
If you are not currently involved in UMW, please
consider visiting one of our 6 circles. I know you will find
a welcoming and enjoyable group of women.
Jenny
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UMW recently approved a special project to make
dresses/shorts for Africa. Last year a group of us sent 38
dresses with a missionary friend of Sandy Patrick. We
have volunteered again for 2021. With your help we
would like to send more dresses and shorts. We would
also like to send a T-shirt with each dress/pair of shorts.
Little Dresses for Africa Project is a non-profit
organization that provides relief for children in Africa. The
little dresses are distributed to orphanages, churches,
and schools to plant in the hearts of girls that they are
worthy. The ministry now serves 47 African countries as
well as places in the United States, such as the
Appalachian Mountains and South Dakota. The dresses
that go out from the churches and communities touch
lives and serve as ambassadors to give hope to the
children who receive them.

HOW CAN YOU HELP? We would like donations of
100% cotton fabric, as little as 19” x 42” for the small size,
up to 38”+ x 42” for X-large. The fabric cannot have any
animals, insects, bugs, etc because of their culture. We
also accept embroidered pillowcases. They make
beautiful "pillowcase" dresses. We also need 3/4” wide
elastic for the shorts, and 1/4” wide elastic, ribbon (not
craft ribbon), lace, 1-1/4” wide double-fold bias tape,
thread, and various sizes/colors of T-shirts to coordinate
with each dress/shorts. We will also accept $$ to
purchase supplies! Checks can be given or mailed to
treasurer, Thel Lemons (5451 Oak Thorn Drive,
Freeburg, IL, 62243.)

Visitation and Other Good Stuff
with Dr. Joe Scheets
Yeah, “COVID-19.” Enough said, right? So in addition to
my daily devotional blog (www.joescheets.com),
check out --Tuesday Bible Study (TBS) Videos. In July and
August I did online Bible Study Lessons that I called “Our
God-Given Freedoms.” These were posted Tuesdays at
noon on our church website (thank you, Mark
McKeown!) and our church Facebook page as well as my
own FB page.
With a goal of five minutes or less, these zipped along
while also being heavy on content.
Coming in September: You’v Got Mail. Yes, my spelling
there is intentional; if you wonder why, check out the
opening of my TBS from 8.11.2020. Hint: there’s a 9-yearold artist involved.
These are available online Tuesdays at noon and anytime
after that at the same places.
You’v Got Mail will be “highlight reels” of some of St.
Paul’s letters to both the early church and us. In
September, we’ll think together starting on Tuesdays at
noon about Romans, 1st and 2nd Corinthians, Galatians,
and Ephesians.
Wonderful Words of Life (WWOL) Videos. I started this
series shortly after our pandemic restrictions began.
Available online at the same FaceBook pages as my
Tuesday Bible Study, these are there by 5 pm on
Wednesdays, with as much as possible in 2 minutes or
less.
Currently we’re finishing up a series on Psalms and John
Wesley’s Rules for Singing. I plan to continue WWOL
episodes with new topics into our pandemically
foreseeable future.
Weekly Letters. Since I started on staff here, I’ve
reached out every week to our members unable to get out
easily. They get a devotional page and a Bible puzzle
page along with a cover letter from me that’s usually
chatty and two pages long.

Organizing for
Dresses/Shorts
for Africa

If you’d like to be added to my Weekly Letter list, just ask.
If I could send these to you electronically, hit me up at
joescheets3@gmail.com. If you’d like one to arrive in an
envelope with the help of the United States Post Office,
again just ask…call or text me directly at 217.377.8049.
Anything you think I should know? Contact me
anytime at the email address or phone number in the
previous paragraph. God’s still in business, and by the
grace of God, so are we.
Yours in Christ,
Joe

Dr. Joe Scheets
217.377.8049
Visitation and Other Good Stuff

7
Non-Profit
ORG/
PAID
U.S. Postage
Belleville, Illinois
Permit #124

Union United Methodist Church
721 East Main
Belleville, Illinois 62220
Return Service Requested

MUSIC TIDINGS, August
SUNDAY, AUGUST 30
9 am - Special music "The Prayer" duet with Mary MacIntire and
Katherine Eckert
Rev. Gaither's sermon:
"The Prodigal Son", Luke 15:11-32
parable skit with Katherine Eckert
11:15 am - Contemporary service with
Beth Walz and Cathy Oberneufemann

MUSIC TIDINGS, September
I will extol thee, my God and King, and bless thy name for ever
and ever. Every day I will bless thee, and praise thy name for ever
and ever. Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and his
greatness is unsearchable.
Psalm 145:1-3
Live stream services at 9 am and 11:15 am

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
9 am - Special music with Patty Scheets
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Our Debt to Pay: Love One Another"
Romans 13:8-14
11:15 am - Contemporary Service with Beth W. and Cathy O.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
9 am - Special Music - "Nothing But the Blood of Jesus" Quartet with Michael and Judy Woodruff, Jim and Carole Eckert,
and violinist, Philip Tinge
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "And the Number Is?", Matthew 18:21-35
11:15 am - Contemporary Service with Beth W. and Cathy O.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
9 am - Special music - "Great is the Lord" quartet with Michael and Judy Woodruff and Jim and Carole Eckert
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Remembering", Psalm 145:1-8
11:15 am - Contemporary Service with Beth W. and Cathy O.

Union Methodist live stream services
can be accessed through https://
www.youtube.com/user/Kent5122 or
later through YouTube Union United
Methodist Church Belleville, Illinois

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
9 am - Special music with Dick and Pat Hunsaker and
cellist, Ethan Edwards
Rev. Scheets sermon: "When the Disciples Saw This"
Luke 18:15-17
11:15 am - Contemporary Service with Beth W. and Cathy O.

