“Developing Followers of Jesus Christ to Serve the World”

Tidings
Union United Methodist Church, Belleville, IL

October 1, 2020

I have to admit, I like fall. It is my favorite season: the cool air, the
trees turning golden brown and buttery yellow. Mowing the grass is
mostly over. (This season has been a long season of mowing!)
This fall seems a bit strange though. It’s almost like time has stood
still over these past months of the pandemic. Was there a summer?
Did I miss it? As the days begin to shorten, we are reminded that
winter is coming. Alas, how time flies!
Fall is also the time of the harvest. I have spent much of my life
around corn fields, bean fields and farmers. There is something
remarkable about the harvest. There is a deep satisfaction that comes
from seeing the time and effort of tilling and planting and watering and waiting.
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In Matthew 9 we have this:
35

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues,
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and
sickness. 36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38Ask the Lord of the
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.
There is much to harvest in the world today. There is a lot that has happened over these past
few months, despite the time flying by. But our work as kingdom workers, Jesus reminds us in
Matthew, is never done. There is much to do. Jesus, while looking around at the crowds, “had
compassion on them.” We live in world that is full of sickness, sadness and loneliness. There
is a lot of work to be done, and the harvest awaits.
It’s fall. Are you ready to go into the harvest field?

Harvey

Each Tuesday, 9:30 am
Prayers and Perspiration
McKinley Hall

Second Wednesday
10:30 am
United Methodist Women
McKinley Center
(no meetings January,
June, July, and November)

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm
United Methodist Men
Krause Room

Each Thursday 9:00 am
Ruth Circle
Quilters/Stitchers
Krause Room

Each Wednesday, 9 am
Horticulture
8 am, Coffee
Krause Room

The tentative date for our 70th Anniversary celebration is May 16, 2021.

Junior Church
(Kindergarten – 4th Grade)
Junior Church is held during
the 9:00 am worship service

2
I just want to thank
Zona and Julie and
all of those who
participated in our
skits this past summer during the
parable sermon series. The skits
were humorous at so many
levels, and at the same time
conveyed the great message of
the parables. Thank you all for all
of them!
Harvey

Junior Youth (5th - 8th grade)
will be starting up again on
Sunday, October 4, at 2:00 pm.

JOURNEY UMC
900 NORTH STATE STREET
FREEBURG, IL 62243
618-710-0224
WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG

Continuing the Journey

What’s Happening in Freeburg
WORSHIP! It’s what’s happening in Freeburg!
After six months of waiting, wondering, and praying, it feels so good to have
exciting news to report. Thanks to Pastor Harvey’s prompting, we held parking
lot worship on September 13th. It was so well received that we decided we must
do it again – and keep it going for as long as we can. So we are riding this wave
as long as the weather cooperates. So far, so good!
September 13th – 55 in attendance
September 20th – 54
September 27th – 62
A handful of those have been from Union – people coming to check it out, show
their support, it’s more convenient, or they don’t feel comfortable yet with indoor
worship.
On the 13th we wore our Journey shirts. On the 20th, we offered sidewalk chalk
and bubbles for kids. On the 27th we had people wear their favorite sports team
shirts and they got an ice cream cup compliments of our good neighbor next
door – Dairy Queen!

Tidings
Union United Methodist Church
721 East Main Street
Belleville, Illinois 62220
618-233-6375
Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither

The traffic going by is a little noisy, but more people are noticing that something
is going on! It has taken a host of people extra time and effort to set up outside
and accomplish this, but we are willing to do it for the love of our church family
and community. It is feeding souls. And the most exciting thing to me is that we
are seeing new faces.
We block the paved portion of our parking lot in front of the building for seating
and those who need close accessibility. Main parking is on the Belleville side of
our building or in the Dairy Queen lot.
What will we do when we have to go inside? We are working on some ideas
and continuing to pray that the restrictions will improve sooner rather than later.

Thel Lemons, Editor
Contributors may attach copy to
email or text the information
to the editor:
chefthel@aol.com
618/530-8435

Cathy O.

Interim Worship Leader

Calendar
Sundays: 10:15 a.m. Parking Lot Worship (bring chair and mask)

Upcoming Tidings deadlines
(10:00 am):

Mondays: 7:00 p.m. Sr High Youth with Sandy Merrill (618) 789-3151
Wednesdays: 7:00 p.m. Zoom Bible Study with Cathy O. (e-mail
cathy.obernuefeman@att.net) for the link)

October 26
November 16
December 7
January 4, 2021

Senior High Youth
meet weekly on Mondays,
7 pm at Journey
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Movie Day KOTG, MOMSConnect,
Junior and Senior High
Families
On Sunday, October 4, from 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m., we will
be having Family Movie Day featuring "A Dog's
Purpose". We will be serving popcorn, cotton candy and
drinks. We will practice safe social distancing and wear a
mask until seated. Bring your lawn chairs and
blankets. Please RSVP by Friday, October 2,
to donna@unionumc.org. Hope to see you there!

Sunday School
We are extending the close of Sunday School for another
month until November 1st. Belleville #118 School District
will start allowing students back into the school in the
middle of October, so we will monitor how that transition
goes for the schools. The children’s and teachers’ safety
is our number one priority.
Parents please make time in your day or night to read
from the Bible with your kids. Please know that we are
praying for all of our families in this very difficult season.
Blessings to you, Jane Peters
and the Sunday School teachers

"Drive Thru" Trunk or Treat
Join us on Sunday, October 25 from

spooktacular

6:00 - 7:00 pm for a
evening of fun, and you don't have to
get out of your cars! The Nurture
Committee will have their trunks
decorated and will be safely
delivering the candy directly to your
family's vehicle as you "drive thru".
Donations of candy or faith-based items would
be appreciated. There will be a collection bin by the
Welcome Center.
Miss Donna and the Nurture Committee

My family and I would like to thank everyone for your
prayers and cards for the recent loss of my brother.
Don Stein

WHAT’S GOING ON IN JUNIOR CHURCH?
What’s in your Backpack? Pencils, Folders, Notebooks
and a Ruler
 A ruler gives you a guide in centimeters or inches, the
Bible gives you a guide for knowing God. The Bible
helps you live your life down a straight path.
Proverbs 3:5-6.
 A folder helps us keep track of all that we’ve
finished. We can remember to trust God when we
look back at all the things He has done for us. A
notebook helps us remember things. We need to
remember to be unselfish and think of others ahead
of ourselves. Philippians 2:3-11.
 A pencil is used to make notes when the teacher
speaks. Too bad we can’t do that when our friends
need a listening ear. Being a good friend means
listening, not speaking, and really hearing what
someone else needs to say. James 1:19-20.

Our church recently
received a large donation of
personal care items,
blankets, and snacks
collected by the Greater
Belleville Chamber of
Commerce. We are grateful
for their support and we will be sharing with those in
need.
Hope everyone is safe and well.
A special thanks to those who volunteered to usher
during August. Volunteers are needed for the month of
OCTOBER. We will need FOUR ushers each Sunday.
If you are interested in volunteering, send me an email at:
nollmandl@att.net or call me at 618-235-6873 (always
leave a message). Be sure to tell me which Sunday or
Sundays you wish to serve. I ask that the ushers arrive at
church by 8:20 for any additional instructions. Pastor
Harvey will answer any questions you may have.
Thank You,
Danny Nollman

October 4

October 11

October 18

October 25
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2020 Annual Conference Report
The Annual Conference gathering of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference was originally scheduled to meet in Peoria on
June 4-6, 2020. Due to the pandemic, it was postponed and finally met virtually on August 15. Members joined the
conference via Zoom from home or at 13 remote sites. Pastor Harvey and your two lay members, Mike Engel and
Dick Frette, attended the session that day. ¶ 251 2. (pg 181, 2016 Book of Discipline) states, “The lay member(s) of
the annual conference, along with the pastor, . . . shall report to the local church council on actions of the annual
conference as soon as possible, but not later than three months after the close of the conference.” This report is
normally given to the whole church during a Sunday morning service. It is difficult to do that this year, thus a written
report.
Due to the need to meet virtually, it became necessary to have an extended period of preparation. Numerous videos
were developed and presented to honor the retirees, to remember the deceased of the past year, or to provide
numerous reports of committees and staffs. The Conference Communications Team did yeoman’s work developing
and producing these videos. A voting system via Zoom was developed so delegates could vote from their site and be
sure the voting was accurate. Since General Conference, originally scheduled to meet in Minneapolis in May 2020
was delayed until August 29 to September 7, 2021, there was very limited discussion on any subject.
Statistically, 2019 was very similar to years past. Specifically:











Ten churches closed after providing 1,561 total years of ministry to their communities.
We acknowledged the closure of MacMurray College in May 2020 after 174 years as a college affiliated with the
United Methodist Church.
Rev Bradley Watkins was installed as Sangamon River District Superintendent.
One associate member, nine elders in full connection (including Rob Dillingham, former Associate), and one
deacon in full connection were ordained. Four provisional elders and one provisional deacon were commissioned.
We also celebrated that four local pastors graduated from the Course of Study.
There were 31 retirees with 868 years of service. Retirees included L. Douglas Elmore, son of the late Lloyd and
Mary Elmore, brother of Phil; and Bill Pyatt, former Associate Pastor.
We passed a budget for 2021 for $11,206,875, which was down 7.38 percent from 2020. (down $893,033). Only
88 percent of the budget was received in 2019, down from 95 percent in 2018. The $276,000 deficit was
addressed by using reserves of previous year’s surpluses.
Membership is 115,959 (down 2,722 or 2.3%), Average worship attendance is 49,270 (down 2,426 or 4.7%),
Church school attendance is 16,206 (down 840).
Funding for Our Conference, Our Kids program, which will fund Spiritual Care for Baby Fold, Chaddock,
Cunningham Children’s Home, Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House, and Spero Family Services stands at
$1,431,875 of a $2.5M goal as of 31 Jul.
312 congregations (including Union) received forgivable loans based on apportionment giving in 2017, 18, 19. Our
portion was $11,608.

The 2021 Annual Conference is scheduled to be held in Peoria on June 10-12, 2021.
Mike Engel and Dick Frette, Lay Delegates
What's Happening?
At a glance, you might think that Bob D., Harold R., and Linda
M. are playing with toys! Actually they, and several other willing
workers, are clearing the day care classrooms for a new vinyl
flooring. After walls were
patched, painted, and new
flooring installed, additional
workers returned furniture to
classrooms. This huge project
required much teamwork over a
period of a few weeks. The
result is a beautiful, durable
floor. It is a continuation of
McKinley Hall's recent
upgrade. The Trustees thank all
those who worked hard to make
this project a success.
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Carrol Woods’ "yard party" for her 90th birthday

I want to thank all who helped make my 90th birthday a real celebration.
I appreciated the many cards, flowers, calls and e-mails. A special word
of gratitude to those who participated in the drive-by parade!! God's
blessings to everyone.
Pearl Spies

Colleen Krause’s 90th Birthday Drive-by

6
UMW Calendar

United Methodist Women

October 3—IGRC UMW annual meeting,
10 am - 12 pm; Virtual meeting online
(register at https://www.igrc.org; see instructions in
Shepherdess newsletter)
October 14--Unit UMW meeting; 10:30 am,
Sanctuary
(Executive team meeting, 9:30 am)
October 18--UMW Sunday
November 11--Executive team meeting; 9:30 am,
Krause Room
December 2--Executive team annual planning
meeting; 9:30 am, Krause Room
December 9--Unit UMW meeting; 10:30 am,
Sanctuary
(Executive team meeting, 9:30 am)

Ruth Circle
recently finished
this quilt. It will
soon be available
for purchase.
Details coming…

It has been nice to meet ‘in-person’ for
our executive board meetings. We will
have a unit meeting on October 14, 2020
at 10:30 am in the Sanctuary. Jane
Peters will present the program from our
UMW Mission U study, ‘Finding Peace in
an Anxious World’ – a very timely topic! In addition, we
will vote on the slate of officers for 2021. I hope you will
join us if you feel comfortable meeting ‘in-person.’ The
executive board will meet in the Sanctuary at 9:30 am.
There will be no luncheon following the program.
On October 18, we will recognize UMW Sunday with a
slide show of our circles and activities. The 2021 officers
will be presented on a slide along with our reading
program participants. UMW members will not be
participating in the service this year. We will have a
display of quilts, masks and outfits for Africa in the gym
following the service. I hope you will take a moment to
look at the beautiful craftmanship of our UMW members!
The MRD fall annual meeting was held virtually on
Saturday, September 26. It was a learning curve for us
all. The program was ‘Love Thy Neighbor’ and featured
several pertinent readings from Response Magazine.
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House and
Cunningham Children’s Home provided an update on
their adjustments to the new ‘normal’ and request our
continued support through prayer and donations. Of
particular interest is CCH’s new program, ‘Caminos
Nacional’ – providing residential facilities to migrant
children coming into the US. Due to COVID, this
program is delayed but we will hear more about it soon.
The IGRC UMW annual meeting will be held virtually on
Saturday, October 3. It is not too late to sign up to
participate – register online at IGRC.org.
We did not have a school supply or cold weather clothing
drive this year. We are considering alternative ways to
support these needs considering the current health
situation. More to come…
Jenny

The Miriam Circle has held meetings the past summer
months. Three of our meetings have been outdoors in
the fresh air, and have given us a different
perspective as we enjoy the beautiful world. Our
commitment to support the needs of homeless with
health kits, under the direction of Sue Davis, has
continued.
One of our great joys was to surprise Carrol Woods with
a "yard party" for her 90th birthday. Although hidden by
masks, we were all smiling!
Elizabeth Circle enjoyed the patio at Karen Milton’s
in August. In the background are some of the
“dresses for Africa”.

We always welcome newcomers. For information contact
marvey@charter.net or any Miriam Circle member. May
the fun and missions continue!
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Hello everyone! Here are the numbers for the Sack
Lunch program and Food Pantry for both July and
August.
Sack Lunch Program
July
Week 1
69
2
97
3 115
4 164
Total of 445 lunches handed out
August

Week 1
90
2 127
3 150
4 127
Total of 494 lunches handed out

Food Pantry

Visitation and Other Good Stuff
with Dr. Joe Scheets
Two verses tucked into Psalm 71 have been rattling
around my soul this week. Grab your Bible and check out
the rest of this Psalm later.
For now, let’s study verses 17 & 18 --You got me when I was an unformed youth,
God, and taught me everything I know.
Now I’m telling the world your wonders;
I’ll keep at it when I’m old and gray.

--- Think back with me and remember being an
unformed youth. (Psalm 71:17) I was even an un-informed youth.

July

Week 1
3
2
0
3 16
4
0
Total of 19 families assisted

My dad told me when I was about 12 or 13 that Mark
Twain was right when he wrote about being a teenager
and thinking his dad knew nothing…and that by the time
Mark Twain was an adult, he was amazed at how smart
his dad had become.

August

Week 1 9
2 3
3 2
4 8
Total of 22 families assisted
The Wednesday Shower Ministry is still in discussion;
hopefully, it will be re-instituted in the near future. There
will be more projects to pursue once the church meets
more “normally”.
With God's Guidance, Wisdom and Leadership,
Outreach Committee
Larry Mueller
The Nurture Committee sends annually a college care
package to all the college students who are members of
UUMC in November. This is just
one way the church stays
connected to college students as
they prepare for finals before the
holidays. The committee wants to
ensure that we have everyone’s
name and address. Please send
to nancyweston96@gmail.com.

My own father died of a heart attack just before my senior
year at BTHSW, and I never had the chance to tell him
that I finally understood what he was telling me with his
Mark Twain story.
Back then, and even long before you and I ever came
along, God was in business and still is. Part of what
Psalm 71 says is that God’s never given up on us. In fact,
God’s been with us, guiding us and teaching us, and so
much more, all this time. And for some of us it’s been
quite a journey to get to this place called Now.


Now, even in the moments when we might still feel
unformed in so many ways, God is still with us.



Now, even when we sometimes find ourselves still a
bit un-in-formed, God is still with us.



Now, and perhaps most amazingly of all, even at our
most un-love-able, God still loves us.

It was good to remember all that as I was shaving this
morning and the mirror told the truth of Psalm 71:18, I’m
old and gray.
You know that I love hearing from you and would love to
talk and pray with you about any or all of this and more.
Contact me directly anytime on my cell phone at
217.377.8049 or use my email
joescheets3@gmail.com.

Love is a fruit in season at all times
—Mother Teresa

Yours in Christ,
Joe

Dr. Joe Scheets
217.377.8049
Visitation and Other Good Stuff
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October Sermon Schedule
OCTOBER 4
Rev. Gaither's message: "The Low Bar";
Exodus 20:1-20
Communion

MUSIC TIDINGS
May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to
shine upon us, that thy way may be known upon earth, thy
saving power among all nations. Let all peoples praise thee,
O God; let all the peoples praise thee! Let the nations be
glad and sing for joy, for thou dost judge the peoples with equity and guide
the nations upon earth.
Psalm 67:1-4
Live stream services at 9:00 am and 11:15 am

OCTOBER 11
Rev. Gaither's message:
"God Never Gives Up"; Matthew 22:1-14

OCTOBER 18
Rev. Gaither's message:
"Steadfastness of Hope";
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
UMW Sunday

OCTOBER 25
Rev. Gaither's message:
"Being Ourselves"; 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
Parable Skit

Union Methodist live stream services can be
accessed through
https://www.youtube.com/user/Kent5122
or later through YouTube Union United
Methodist Church,
Belleville, Illinois

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4
9 am - Quartet - "Thy Word", with Jo Ellen Lynn, David Braswell
and Bill and Carol Morey
Accordion solo with Mardy Eisloeffel - "Grand March" from
'Tannhauser' by Wagner
11:15 am - Contemporary Service with Praise Team
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11
9 am - Special Music - "Before the Throne of God",
with Natalie and Brent Gravois
David Gravois on bass guitar and Brent Gravois on acoustic guitar
11:15 am - Contemporary Service with Praise Team
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18
9 am - Women's Trio: "Beautiful Savior" with Melinda Walker,
Karen Mueller and Susan Botula
11:15 am - Contemporary Service with Praise Team
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25
9 am - Quartet: "Blessed Assurance"- Quartet with Mary MacIntire,
Cindy Bloomer, Don DeJarnett & Perry Danford
11:15 am -Contemporary Service with Praise Team

