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A Baby Born
When I was born many, many moons ago my Dad, like all dads
then, was not allowed into the “labor and delivery” room to see my
birth. For all he knew, my mom birthed an alien and then they
substituted a real baby for me. That is my theory on how it “could
have happened.”
Skip ahead to 1994 when my son was born. I was allowed to be
right there in the trenches of the birth in all of its technicolor glory!
The birth of any living thing is an amazing, incredible, and astounding event. The birth of a
child--well that is something that defies words and it literally changes the way you see the
world from that moment on.
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Now, roll back to that birth in Bethlehem that we are preparing for in this Advent season. God
becomes flesh in the form of a baby. Such an unimaginable and inconceivable idea.
Canadian theologian Ann Voskamp says this of this moment:
“So God throws open the door of this world—and enters as a baby. As the most
vulnerable imaginable. Because He wants unimaginable intimacy with you. What
religion ever had a God that wanted such intimacy with us that He came with such
vulnerability to us? What God ever came so tender we could touch Him? So fragile that
we could break Him? So vulnerable that His bare, beating heart could be hurt? Only the
One who loves you to death.”
Advent and this birth is there to remind us of the extravagant lengths God has gone to rescue
us and restore our world. Immanuel is not just an elaborate word to describe an event, it is the
essence of the depth and length and height of God’s love for us. It is a reminder that God IS
with us.
God is present in every form of suffering and depravity—painful relationships, chronic illness,
addictions, deaths of loved ones, unemployment, financial strain, children who turn from God,
and even a global pandemic.
Advent is also a call to respond to this birth. I remember how much things changed when our
first child was born, we had to respond to that event.
It is the same with Jesus’ birth.
Frederick Buechner writes: “Compassion is sometimes the fatal capacity for feeling what it is
like to live inside somebody else’s skin. It is the knowledge that there can never really be any
peace and joy for me until there is peace and joy finally for you too.” The more we know
Jesus, the more we realize that our lives are interwoven with those around us.
As Judah Smith writes: “The baby born to a virgin in a manger, over 2,000 years ago,
guarantees that God is for us, not against us. God sees. God cares. Emmanuel has come to
redeem us and our fallen, broken world. And we can be assured that He is in control of
everything present and all to come.”
A baby is born. The world is changed. Come to Bethlehem and see!

Harvey

Second Wednesday
10:30 am
United Methodist Women
McKinley Center
(no meetings January,
June, July, and November)

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm
United Methodist Men
Krause Room

Each Thursday 9:00 am
Ruth Circle
Quilters/Stitchers
Krause Room

Each Wednesday, 9 am
Horticulture
8 am, Coffee
Krause Room

Junior Church
(Kindergarten – 4th Grade)
Junior Church is held during
the 9:00 am worship service

2
Senior High Youth
Mondays
7 pm at Journey

The One It’s All About

Fresh-Brewed Daily
Dr. Joe Scheets
December 25, 2018

I believe in Jesus Christ
and in the beauty of His birth long ago in Bethlehem,
for whom the crowded inn could find no room,
and I confess that I still sometimes want to exclude Christ from my life today.
I believe in that Holy One
Whose life was among common people,
Whose welcome came from persons of hungry hearts.
I believe in the Christ who proclaimed the love of God to be invincible,
Who looked at people and helped them see what God’s love saw in them,
and Who by love brought sinners back home,
and Who lifted human weakness up to meet the strength of God.
I confess my ever-lasting need of this Christ Jesus,
of forgiveness for selfishness and greed,
the need of the new life He offers,
and His warmth for my cold heart.
I believe in Christ Jesus, the son of the living God, born long ago in
Bethlehem, for the entire world.
And I’m grateful beyond words that such love, grace and forgiveness
includes you and me.
Dr Joe Scheets writes: “adapted from something in one of my notebooks,
original source unknown”
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Upcoming Tidings deadlines
(10:00 am):

January 4, 2021
January 25, 2021

Hitting the Road
Visits

Mr. Mueller,

On Saturday,
December 5th, we
drove over 100
miles hitting the road to see our
families who invited us to visit. The
visits were so heartwarming. We
were so happy to see each
other. Pictures will be in our next
Tidings. Praying we can see each
other in person again soon. If not,
we will go out and visit again!

Hugs,
Miss Donna, Miss Becky and
Miss Jane

Thank You!
In late November our
church received 2 cart
loads of food for the food pantry
from the Governor French
Academy students. The generosity
of the school is much appreciated.

Thank you so very much for
providing coats for our students in
need this winter season. The
families I spoke to were so
thankful and appreciative of the
church's thoughtfulness. It is a
very difficult time for many right
now, but witnessing the generosity
of others in our community is
heartwarming and very
appreciated.
Thank you for helping our Douglas
students,
Sincerely,
Kristin Trapp
School Social Worker, LCSW
Belleville School District #118
Recognition of Babies
We will be rescheduling recognition
of babies sometime
early next year.
Miss Donna
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Christmas Tea Re-Imagined, 2020
This year the UMW will purchase cookies for the
shut-ins, church staff and first responders
instead of baking cookies. With the increased
spread of COVID we felt this would be the safest
approach. We look forward to resuming the teas
in the near future.
Sandy Patrick and Nancy Weston

Heart to Heart

Faith in Action

February 1 to February 14
Here is our opportunity to help schools in District 118 and
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House. As you know
for safety's sake, we did not have our usual contributions
for school supplies and warm items.
You are invited to make a monetary contribution for
assistance for them now. If we are able to be back in
church, there will be a container available with envelopes
for your gift. It will be available on Sundays, February 7
and 14.

I hope everyone had a Happy Thanksgiving.
I regret we could not meet in December for
our planning meeting and our Christmas
program.
I have rescheduled our annual planning meeting for
Wednesday, January 6 at 9:30am. If the church is open
for meetings, we will meet either in the Krause room or
the gym for social distancing. If the church is NOT open,
we will meet via ZOOM on January 6. As a minimum, we
need to approve our 2021 budget.
Thank you to Nancy Weston and Sandy Patrick for
coordinating the delivery of cookies to our shut-ins,
church workers and 1st responders. In the interest of
safety, we purchased cookies this year.
You will find in the Tiding additional details about our
February fund raiser. Everyone will have an opportunity
to support funding for school supplies and cold weather
gear.
In spite of COVID, we have found and continue to find
creative ways to be in mission! Thank you to all who
make this possible and support the United Methodist
Women!
Be safe, stay healthy and have a Merry Christmas!
Jenny

If attendance is still not normal or you prefer, you can
send or bring your contribution to the church office. Be
sure to put Heart to Heart on the memo line of the
check. This can be done between February 1 to 14.
What a way for our hearts and faith to help others.

Hello,
As the school counselor here at Whiteside Middle School,
I just wanted to take a moment to thank the Outreach
Committee at Union United Methodist Church for the
generosity shown towards our students this winter.

Your coat donations were much needed and very
appreciated by our school and the families who received
them. We are so grateful for your kindness in a year that
has put many extra hardships on everyone, we have
heard many heartbreaking stories from families who are
struggling within our community. Thank you for thinking of
our students and keeping them warm this winter.
I also wanted to extend a thank you to Larry Mueller who
reached out to our school and took the time to deliver the
coats to us. I hope all of you have a safe and wonderful
Thanksgiving and Christmas!
Best wishes,
Kacey Selliers
Whiteside Middle School Counselor

Worship for Christmas Eve, 2020
look for update on Facebook and in emails
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JOURNEY UMC
900 NORTH STATE STREET
FREEBURG, IL 62243
618-710-0224
WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG

Continuing the Journey
What’s Happening in Freeburg
We were unable to provide worship from Journey on November 29th. So I did a Facebook live devotional on our
Facebook page. This was part of what I shared for the First Sunday of Advent:
According to the Wiley Online Library, “Hope” is commonly used to mean a wish: its strength is the strength of the
person's desire. But in the Bible hope is the confident expectation of what God has promised and its strength is in His
faithfulness.
One of the best books I've ever read is Mark Batterson's The Circle Maker. In it he tells many stories of God's
faithfulness, but it starts with the Legend of Honi, the Circle Maker. During a drought, Honi drew a circle in the dirt, got
inside the circle, and pledged to remain there - praying - until it began to rain. It took some time, but Honi persisted in
prayer. Not only did it rain - it poured!
While it's true that God doesn't answer every prayer the way we want, Batterson suggests that we often give up too
easily and too soon. We stop believing and praying.
So...what are some ways we can keep our hope intact - especially during challenging times?
 Pray. Go ahead and tell God your concerns.
 Keep praying. Read about the persistent widow in the parable of Luke 18. She didn't give up, and finally got the
justice she was seeking.
 Remind yourself of God's promises. Deuteronomy 31:6 is one of many places in the Bible that God says he will
never leave or forsake us.
 Remind yourself of what God has already done in your life. Keep a list and review it often.
 Put on your spiritual armor every day. You can read about that in Ephesians 6.
 Sing praises to God! This is one of my favorites. If you're not a singer, then listen to Christian music. (Quiz
question: what's the best style of music for you to listen to? Correct answer: the style that brings you closer to
God!)
 Hang out with other believers - even if it has to be virtually right now. We were meant to be in community.
 Read Christian books and devotionals. It helps to hear the stories of others.
 If nature makes you feel closer to God, get out and walk as often as possible. Or take a scenic drive.
 Practice an attitude of gratitude. There is always something to be thankful for.
I would love to hear about something good that has happened to you this year or other ways that you build and protect
your hope.
Prayer: Dear God, there are so many things on our hearts and minds. We often feel overwhelmed and confess that we
get discouraged. Renew our hope in you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Cathy O.
Interim Worship Leader
Christmas Eve is a big question mark at press time,
but we are working on a video that we can share at least.
Every Week
Sundays: 10:15 am Worship (no in person right now but you can listen in your car from our parking lot on our short
range FM signal at 106.9)
Mondays: 7:00 p.m. Sr High Youth with Sandy Merrill (618) 789-3151 or journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com
Wednesdays: 7:00 p.m. Zoom Bible Study with Cathy O. (e-mail cathy.obernuefeman@att.net) for the link)
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2021 Pledge Update
A brief update about our 2021 pledge drive. Many of you have sent in your pledge forms, but we still have a way to go
to reach our goal of at least 75 percent of each budget is pledged. Currently, 109 Union members have pledged
$443,888, which is 57.5 percent of our goal. Six Journey members have pledged $30,540, which is 38 percent of our
goal. To those who have already responded, thank you very much. For those who have not sent in your pledge form
yet, you still have time. It would be a big help to the Finance Committee if you could complete the form and return it to
the office by December 15. There are some end-of-year decisions they would like to make, but they need a good idea
of how much support is available for 2021. Due to the current restrictions on in-person worship, mail it to the church
office or email it to bunny@unionumc.org. God is still with us. Here is your opportunity to give back to his mission on
earth some of the gifts he has provided for you. God bless each of you and your families as we move forward into
2021.
Mike Engel, Chairman, Finance Committee
Dick Frette, Church Treasurer
Bunny VonBokel, Comptroller

Mississippi Valley
Regional Blood Center
Blood Drive

January 27, 2021
McKinley Fellowship Hall
3:30 pm – 6:30 pm

"Quilts of Valor" were awarded on November 14 to eight veterans by
Turkey Hill Grange. Thanks to UUMC for allowing use of McKinley Hall so
we could accommodate the families of the veterans and still practice Covid
restrictions. Also thanks to Dick Frette and Mike Engel for their
assistance.
A "Quilt of Valor" is the highest award given to a veteran outside of the
military. Veterans shown left to right: Carl McPeek, US Navy; Ron
Haynes, USAF; Charles Treser, USAF; Bob Inman, USAF; Sara Blas,
USAF; Stan Agne, US Army; Bill Juergens, USAF. Not pictured is
Clarence Begole, US Army.

The altar flower calendar for 2021 will
soon be available by the Welcome
Desk. You can email or call the church
office as well. Sign up for as many
Sundays as you wish.
There is a price change
for 2021. Flowers are
$25.00 each.
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For unto us a child is born, unto
us a son is given…….. and his
name shall be called Wonderful,
Counselor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace.
Isaiah 9:6

Some of the nativity scenes shared
on Journey’s Facebook page
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December Sermon Schedule
Rev. Gaither: "Comfort and Joy";
Romans 12:9-16
Rev. Gaither: "Inexpressible Joy";
1 Peter 1:1-9

MUSIC TIDINGS
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among
men with whom he is pleased!”

Luke 2:13-14

Rev. Gaither: "Waiting on God";
Luke 2:25-33
Rev. Gaither: "Time";
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13

Live stream services at 9:00 am and 11:15 am
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13
9 am - special music by Kathy Hahn - "Maranatha"
11:15 am - "Crosswalk"
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20
9 am - Special Music:
the Ramos family strings (recorded remotely)
"Do You Hear What I Hear?" - duet with Natalie and Brent Gravois
"Away in a Manger" - duet with Mary MacIntire and Katherine Eckert

11:15 am - "Crosswalk"
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27
9 am - special music by the Petraborg family
Monologue by Julie Petraborg : "The Innkeepers Wife" wriiten by Zona Ludlum

Union Methodist live stream services can
be accessed through
https://www.youtube.com/user/Kent5122
or later through YouTube Union United
Methodist Church,
Belleville, Illinois

11:15 am - "Crosswalk"
SUNDAY, JANUARY 3
9 am - Special Music: "Peace, Peace"- Quartet with Suzanne Hutcherson,
Susan Botula, Charles Botula, and David Steinkamp
with flutist: Cheryl Schaefer
11:15 am - "Crosswalk"

