
   

Many of you won’t know this, but over the past week I chose to stop 
posting my personal Facebook page because of a lack of civility that 
often comes with posting on Facebook. This was not in response to 
something I posted, but in response to a number of my friends who did 
post something only to find themselves in the midst of a variety of un-civil 
responses to their posts.  
 
It reminded me of a story I read by York Moore on a page run by Ed 
Setzer, a pastor in Chicago. In the story, Moore writes this: 

 
Civility requires a listening ear, the ability to empathize with the 
‘other,’ and a basic value for those we couldn’t disagree with 
more. These are not merely values in short supply, they are 
values to be mocked and slain in places of public discourse. 
 

When I was growing up one of my favorite phrases from my parents was, “If you don’t  have 
anything nice to say about someone, don’t say anything.” That art, that subtle nuance, that 
way seems to have gone to the wayside in the past few years. It seems even easier on places 
like Facebook where one doesn’t have to look into another person’s face in order to argue, 
fight or even dismiss the other person’s opinion.  
 
And as a follower of Jesus this greatly, and deeply, disturbs me. Things like love one another, 
do unto others…. That stuff comes to mind. And as a fierce defender of the First Amendment 
and free speech, I may not agree with what you have to say but I adamantly will argue for your 
right to say it.  
 
Moore continues,  

 
Civility is much more than politeness, it is the ability to live into the tension of dialogue 
and thought with the other, to welcome the other, and be hospitable to the other while 
engaging in the things that make for our core differences.  
 
There are basic human desires that I believe will allow us to re-plant the seeds of civility 
once it is dead and gone. Among these are the basic human desire to belong to a world 
of justice, not mere power. The desire to be deeply known and seen, not merely right. 
Most of all, we have a deep and abiding desire to be truly loved, not merely tolerated or 
submitted to. 

 
I have belonged to a denomination that has long understood the struggle to maintain a 
semblance of civility in the midst of disagreements and discussions. I wish that were true in 
our society. May it be so,            

                  Harvey 

 

 

“Developing Followers of Jesus Christ to Serve the World”  
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Tidings 
 Union United Methodist Church 

721 East Main Street  
Belleville, Illinois 62220                                               

618-233-6375   
 

Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither  

 
Thel Lemons, Editor     

 
Contributors may attach copy to 

email or text the information  
to the editor: 

chefthel@aol.com 
618/530-8435 

Upcoming Tidings deadlines 

(10:00 am):   

  

 February 22 

March 15 

April 26 

 

The Methodist Church celebrates Scout Sunday, February 14. 
As the Troop always looks forward to participating in the 
morning service and enjoying fellowship with the congregation 
during the Pancake Breakfast, we will truly miss having the 
event this year. I personally want to thank you for your 
continued kindness and support of our young men and 
allowing us to use the church facilities. Jim Maule 
 

 
Join Scouting - Troop 53 Enjoy camping, friendship, outdoor cooking, 
service, adventure and more! "Boys and Girls" welcome. To join you must have 
completed the 5th grade and be at least 10 years of age. Accepting applicants, 
spring timeframe. Questions, please give me a shout. 
                Jim Maule, 618-670-2565 

It was exciting to see so many faces during our January Zoom 
planning meeting! Thank you, Thel, for setting that up for us!  
 
The executive board approved the 2021 budget. Projected revenue 
and expenses are slightly less than last year. Details are available 
through your circle chairman; or contact Thel for an e-mail copy of 
the budget. We had good discussions about potential fundraisers 
and ‘stepping out in faith’ on our annual donations.  
 
With the continuing uncertainty about COVID-19 virus, we decided on a two-
pronged approach to fundraising. First, we are asking UMW members who are 
financially able to increase their pledge. Our 2021 budget includes a 38% 
increase in pledge giving. Secondly, we are planning two fundraisers: a bake 
sale in April (coordinated by Miriam Circle) and a Granny’s Attic/yard sale event 
on the church parking lot in September (coordinated by Elizabeth Circle). We are 
still working on the specific details for these events and more information will be 
available soon.  
 
The new membership directory is complete! Sheri has them in her office. Circle 
chairs can either pick up your Circle’s books or let your members pick up their 
own. If you know someone who is either a supportive or honorary member, 
please help deliver those books. It is quite costly to mail these directories. 
Several pages were added to the directory which will help clarify the mission of 
UMW and specifically the mission of Union UMW. Special thanks to Karen Milton 
for her diligent work as membership coordinator and for preparing the 
membership directory.  
 
February 1-14 is our Heart-to-Heart fundraiser for school supplies and cold 
weather items for Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House and District 118. 
Please see Pearl Spies article on page 3. 
 
UMW members worldwide recognize February as Prayer and Self Denial – 
designated giving to support special programs for women, children and youth. 
(See associated article.) Please send your donations to Thel, our unit treasurer. 
  
Please continue to be in touch with each other through phone calls, cards, social 
media, etc.  Be safe, stay healthy!        

                    Jenny 
 
 
 
Even though Miriam Circle was able to meet only a few times during 2020, 
members continued their efforts to aid and help. Hymnals were purchased in 
memory of seven deceased members.  Monetary gifts were given as a memorial 
gift, Christmas gifts, World Thank offering, and funding for health kits for a total of 
$224.00. A total of 98 Health Kits were completed, 34 pair of gloves were 
donated plus 7 knit hats, and candy for the sack lunches. To keep in touch, we 
sent 21 cards to members who were ill or needed words of cheer. We are looking 
forward to 2021 when hopefully we can gather together again. 

On February 17
th
 we will begin 

the season of Lent with an Ash 
Wednesday worship service 
at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary for 
those who are comfortable to 
come in-person; we will stream 
the service as well.  
 
This will be a service of 
confession and pardon, but we 
will not be doing the ashes on 
the forehead or hands as we 
usually do because of the 
pandemic. 
  
Please join us as we move into 
this Lenten season. We will 
have Lenten services each 
Wednesday at 6:30 pm on the 
following dates: 
 

February 24 
March 3 
March 10 
March 17 
March 24 

 
We will have some guest 
speakers and special music for 
each service. We will also 
stream the services except the 
one we will be having at our 
Freeburg campus. 
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Heart to Heart   Faith in Action 
 

  
It's time to put our Faith in Action by contributing to  

Heart to Heart. 
 

The dates are February 1 - 14.   
 

Please bring or send your contributions to the church 
office marked Heart to Heart. 

 
As you know UMW is collecting offerings in lieu of 
projects we would normally have done last year.  Money 
received will be given to schools in District 118 and 
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House. 

 
There will also be a container in the Welcome Center on 

February 7 and 14. 
 

We know we can count on your generosity. 
God's Blessings to all. 

 
Our HEARTS will show our FAITH IN ACTION. 

SAVE THE DATE! UMW is sponsoring an Outdoor 
Granny's Attic on Friday, September 10 and Saturday, 
September 11. So save this date!! 
 
It will be on the upper parking lot. You will rent a parking 
spot/spots and  tables (optional) to display your goods. 
You can sell anything you wish and you can reap the 
sales. You will be responsible for your set-up, pricing, 
display, and cleanup. You can sign up for Friday, 
Saturday, or both days to sell your things. 
 
We want you to know ahead of time so you can start 
cleaning out drawers, cabinets, closets, garages, 
etc... More details to follow.  If you have any questions, 
call or email, Nancy Weston, at 806-0519, 
nancyweston96@gmail.com or Karen Milton, 971-5079, 
sewwutt4@aol.com  

A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial (February) 
 

A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial is an opportunity 
for UMW women to reflect on the gospel of Christ 
and make an offering that helps sustain ministry 
around the country and the world. In response to 
God’s love and grace, offerings collected through 

A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial support worthy 
initiatives that relate to each year’s mission focus. 

 
This year’s Call to Prayer and Self-Denial offering will 
provide the means for women to be able to gain control 
of their lives and futures. It will support the programs 
offered by National Mission Institutions and international 
partner organizations that promote leadership 
development and foster the well-being of underserved 
women, children, and families. Projects include, but are 
not limited to: GED and ESL, job readiness, life skills and 
livelihood training, scholarships, and microenterprise 
programs.  
 
Women’s lives are transformed through A Call to Prayer 
and Self-Denial giving. When we invest our presence, 
prayers, and gifts we participate in sowing seeds of hope 
while nurturing women to be gifts themselves to others in 
this world. As a result, what we give keeps on giving 
from generation to generation, near and far. 
 
Please give your offering to your circle chair, leave it at the 
church office, or (best of all) mail to the UMW treasurer, Thel 
Lemons, 5451 Oak Thorn Dr, Freeburg 62243 

UMW Dates 
 

Feb 10 UMW/Executive Board Meeting  TBD 
Feb 27 Conference Spiritual Growth Seminar   
    (Virtual meeting) 
Mar 5  CWU World Day of Prayer 
Mar 10 UMW/Executive Board Meeting  TBD 
Mar 28 Grange Chicken Dinner 
April 14 UMW/Executive Board Meeting  TBD 
April ** UMW Bake Sale 
April 17 MRD Spring Meeting (Virtual Meeting) 
 

*** Cunningham Quilt Festival originally scheduled  
April 9-10 is moved to June 2021*** 

A Junior High Youth Group update from 
Miss Becky... 
 
We will resume meeting next week 
[January 31st]. We will continue to 
meet in the lower parking lot by the 
circle drive. Masks will be worn. We will catch up with 
each other and participate in safe games and study for 
the foreseeable future. We will also be brainstorming 
some ideas for outdoor activities when weather permits 
and some service projects. We will continue with the 
Sunday evening 6-7 pm time slot.  

The Food Pantry is still helping those in need - and of course, due to this long lasting pandemic, the need is constantly 
growing.  Most people go to the Interfaith Food Pantry on Main Street, however, there are still people who have no 
transportation and rely on our Food Pantry to get by.  Thanks to Steve and Cindy Bloomer, Bob Brunkow, Skippy 
and Jerry Turner, Geraldine Thomas, Bob and Dorothy Inman - and a donation in memory of Rev. Bob Krause for 
October donations.  And in November, Linda Moyer, The Turners, The Inmans, Bob Brunkow, Geraldine Thomas, 
Bob and Shirley Whitecotton, Don and Elsa Eltrich and Kathryn Grissom made donations to the Pantry.  Thanks 
to everyone who helps out - The people who donate both food and cash, the people who bag it and distribute it and 
Sarah Lanxon who stocks it!  Couldn't do it without you!         Kay MacIntire 

 Senior High Youth  
 

Mondays 
7 pm at Journey 

 
with Sandy Merrill  

(618) 789-3151 or journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com 

mailto:nancyweston96@gmail.com
mailto:sewwutt4@aol.com
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Continuing the Journey 
What’s Happening in Freeburg 

 
Well, I spoke too soon last time when I wrote that everyone at Journey was healthy or on the road to health. Roland 

Heidenreich passed away on January 6
th
.  He and Elsie have been long-time members at Union, but they occasionally 

attended Journey since it is closer to home. Our prayers are with the Heidenreich family. 

Congrats to Charlie and Nancy Rogers on the birth of their first granddaughter! The family lives in Tokyo, so they will 

not get to see her as soon as they would have liked. And congrats to Kathy Thurston on the birth of her first great-

grandchild – a girl – in St Louis!  We are also awaiting  another birth to our missionary friends somewhere in southeast 

Asia.  It is nice to have some happy news! 

I am thankful to Holle Wagner for helping out on vocals for a few weeks while one of our band members takes a break. 

We are also looking for a full-time drummer or one that could take turns with our current part-timer. We can always use 

more singers – particularly ones that can sing harmony. And occasional subs for guitar, bass, and keyboard would also 

be helpful.  Who do you know? 

We are now looking forward to the return of in-person worship on January 31
st
!  I am looking forward to Easter, when I 

have decided we will offer an outdoor service.  I need something to look forward to! I will be talking with God about the 

weather – ha! But I figure if people can sit outside for opening day at the ballpark or for their kids’ or grandkids’ sports, 

they can also do it for 30ish minutes of worship. And our fall outdoor services brought the most enthusiastic response 

we had seen in a long time. 

Journeying on with God’s help,  

Cathy O. 

Interim Worship Leader 
 

 Every Week 
 

Sundays: 10:15 a.m. Worship with three options: 
In person (masks required) 
Facebook Live on the Journey page 
Listen in your car from our parking lot on our short range FM signal at 106.9 

 
Mondays: 7:00 p.m. Sr. High Youth with Sandy Merrill (618) 789-3151 or journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com 
 
Wednesdays: 7:00 p.m. Zoom Bible Study with Cathy O. (e-mail cathy.obernuefeman@att.net) for the link) 

JOURNEY UMC  
  

900 NORTH STATE STREET  
FREEBURG, IL 62243  

618-710-0224   WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG 

In the photo are:  Keith Dintelmann, 
Ralph Owens and Dave Philip, part of 
the Safety and Security Team, 
helping direct traffic for the Christmas 
Eve service at the Skyview Drive-in. 
Also helping that night, but not 
pictured, were Carl and Karen 
Buehler. 

Dipping out the hot chocolate and 
delivering the cups were members of 
the Outreach and Evangelism 
committees. Pictured are Charlie 
Treser and Julie Altman. 

Pictures by David Philip 

mailto:cathy.obernuefeman@att.net
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MUSIC TIDINGS  

"I will sing of thy steadfast love, O Lord, forever;  

with my mouth I will proclaim thy faithfulness  

to all generations. For thy steadfast love was established 

for ever, thy faithfulness is firm as the heavens."   Psalm 89:1-2 
  

                    
Live stream services at 9:00 am and 11:15 am 

   
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31 
9 am - Special music - Jim and Carole Eckert:  

"My Good Lord Done Been Here" - spiritual/Moses Hogan 
  

11:15 am - "Crosswalk” 
 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7 - COMMUNION 
9 am - Special Music quartet with Melinda Walker, Ed Weston,  

Joe and Karen Milton: 
"Lord I Want to Be a Christian" arr. Alexander; flutist: Cheryl Schaefer 

  
11:15 am - "Crosswalk" 

 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14 
9 am - Special Music quartet with Bette Frette, Suzanne Hutcherson, 

Joyce Dintelmann, and Judy Brindley: "The Gift of Love" 
 

11:15 am - "Crosswalk" 
 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21
 
(first Sunday in Lent) 

9 am - Special Music quartet with Mary MacIntire, David Braswell, Carol 
and Bill Morey: "Be Thou My Vision"- arr. Parker 

  
11:15 am - "Crosswalk" 

Union Methodist live stream services can 
be accessed through 

 https://www.youtube.com/user/Kent5122  
or later through YouTube Union United 

Methodist Church,  
Belleville, Illinois 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31 
 

 drama with Julie and Emma Petraborg: 
"Christians Under the Laws of Christ: He 

Came to Fulfill the Law" 
  

Rev. Gaither's sermon:  "What is Sin?" 
Romans 7:7-13 

  
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7 - COMMUNION  
  

Rev. Gaither's sermon:   
"Being All Things"  

1 Corinthians 1:19-23  
 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14 
  

Rev. Gaither's sermon:  
"Love My Enemies?" 

Matthew 5:38-48 (The Message) 
 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21
  

(first Sunday in Lent) 
  

Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Connected" 
John 12:1-7 

https://www.youtube.com/user/Kent5122

