
   

The Promise Land 
“I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye 
shall know that I am the Lord your God, which bringeth you out from 
under the burdens of the Egyptians. And I will bring you into the land, 
concerning the which I did swear to give it to you. … for an heritage: I 
am the Lord.” (Exodus 6:7–8.) 
 
This past year seems to have been a wilderness experience, much 
like the Israelites experienced as they left Egypt and then got to the 
Promise Land later in Exodus and Joshua. God provided for the 
Israelites in the wilderness and did not leave them to be on their own, 
much like God has been with us these past few months in our 

pandemic. Always, though, it is the Promise Land that we look toward.  
 
But, let’s stop for a moment and reflect on the experience of the wilderness. Scott Hubbard 
writes about this, saying: 

First, the wilderness exposes what’s inside these chests of ours like little else does. For 
all the beauty of the promised land’s hills and forests, they offer dozens of hideouts for 
our idols. It is frighteningly easy to give lip service to God while our hearts are lost in his 
gifts — and to trick even ourselves in the process.  
 
Our seasons of lack do not create the cancer that comes out of us; they expose what 
was already there, but hidden by abundance (Deuteronomy 8:2). In God’s kindness, he 
puts our idols in plain view so that we might see them, hate them, and give them a 
desert grave. 

 
Hubbard continues with the second “gift” of the wilderness experience: 

Second, the wilderness can cultivate in us that quality so beneficial to living faith: 
desperation. Left to ourselves in uninterrupted comfort, many of us wander. Sleep 
gradually swallows up our mornings, leaving little time for Scripture and prayer. We live 
as if sin no longer crouches at the door and Satan has ceased to prowl. We become 
careless with that one part of us we cannot afford to lose: our soul. 

 
So, we can learn from our wilderness experience that to live in the Promise Land is a life lived 
by God’s word in the wilderness. Then we will find ourselves more ready to use God’s gifts for 
what they really are: to be servants of joy in God, not as substitutes for Him.   
 
Hubbard goes on, 

If you find yourself in some dry and barren land, cut off from life’s milk and honey, do 
not waste this season. Give grief, sorrow, and tears their place. But do not murmur 
beneath the hand of the Lord. “All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and 
faithfulness.” All the paths — even the ones that take us through the desert (Psalm 
25:10). Steadfast love has brought you here, and he will never leave you nor forsake 
you. 

 
If you are in Christ, God has not brought you into this desert to starve you. He has brought you 
here to teach you that man does not live by bread alone.  And God will show you that your life, 
your hope, and your joy are not hidden away in some elusive land of plenty, but in the Christ 
who died and rose again to save you for himself — the one who is your life, your pleasure, 
your milk and honey, your all. The Promise Land is almost here, our lives will return to a “new 
normal” but let us not forget our lessons from the desert.   

             Harvey 

“Developing Followers of Jesus Christ to Serve the World”  
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Music Tidings  

 

 

 

Second Wednesday  

10:30 am 

United Methodist Women 

McKinley Center 

(no meetings January, 

June, July, and November) 

 

 

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm 

United Methodist Men 

Krause Room  

 

 

Each Thursday 9:00 am 

Ruth Circle 

Quilters/Stitchers 

Krause Room 

 

 

Each Wednesday, 9 am 

Horticulture  

8 am, Coffee 

Krause Room  

  

 

Junior Church 

 (Kindergarten – 4th Grade) 

Junior Church is held during 

the 9:00 am worship service 

Union United Methodist Church, Belleville, IL                               January 7, 2021 

Tidings 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/ot/ex/6.7-8?lang=eng#p7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%208.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2025.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2025.10
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Tidings 
 Union United Methodist Church 

721 East Main Street  
Belleville, Illinois 62220                                               

618-233-6375   
 

Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither  

 
Thel Lemons, Editor     

 
Contributors may attach copy to 

email or text the information  
to the editor: 

chefthel@aol.com 
618/530-8435 

Upcoming Tidings deadlines 

(10:00 am):   

  

January 25 

February 22 

 

 Senior High Youth  
 

Mondays 
7 pm at Journey 

 
via Zoom  

with Sandy Merrill (618) 789-3151 
or journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com 

In December, the UMW provided cookies to 26 shut-ins, pastoral staff, 
paid staff and sound system volunteers in lieu of the Christmas Tea. 
Thanks to Dennis Poole and Ed and Nancy Weston for making the 
deliveries. 
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Heart to Heart   Faith in Action 
 

February 1 to February 14 
 
Soon it will be time for our opportunity to help children in 
District 118 and at Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood 
House.   
 
In other years UMW has collected school supplies and 
warm items for these two organizations. But things are 
different these days! Your monetary contributions will be 
used in place of last year’s drives.   
 
If we are able to be in church by then, there will be a 
container in the Welcome Center on February 7 and 14. 
 
We also ask you to send or bring your gift to the church 
office between February 1 - 14.  Be sure to mark your 
check/cash “Heart to Heart”. 
 

Our HEARTS will show our FAITH IN ACTION. 

Hopefully some of you will remember Bernie Kneale, one 
of our associates when Pastor Robert Smith was our 
Senior Pastor. Bernie passed away several years ago 
and his wife, Ann Duncan, has compiled his notes and 
studies into a book of daily devotionals titled “Coffee with 
Bernie.” Proceeds will go towards his two favorite 
charities. Christ UMC in Fairview Heights has assisted 
Ann and made the book available for purchase through 
their bookstore. If interested, contact Noel Russell 
noelrussell@mychristchurch.com 

Love, 
Myrtle 

Heartfelt thanks and gratitude to Carla 
Ball and Claudette Himes for a bountiful, 
tasty, abundant Thanksgiving dinner. 
Jesus’ hands and feet! Thanks again. 

Love, 
Myrtle, Arline and Joe 

African Dresses and Shorts Update 
 
We were overwhelmed by the generosity of donations for 
this project from the members, friends, and families of 
Union UMC.  UMW probably received over 400 yards of 
fabric, money, T-shirts, hand-painted jumpers, 

pillowcases, tablecloths, elastic, thread, ribbon, 
and lace in order to complete, to date, 236 
dresses and 65 shorts.  Many of the T-shirts 
were donated, but we did purchase the rest, 
for a total of 301 T-shirts.  So THANK 
YOU!!  With each dress and shorts we have 
coordinated a T-shirt.  We are still working on 
some of the dresses and shorts.  Lots of love 

and heart went into each item, from your kindness and 
compassion for these children. 
 
Natalie Heberlie will be leaving for Kenya, Africa on 
January 29, 2021, by herself, not a group, to write a 
children's book about the first female ranger group in 
Africa.  The proceeds of the book will benefit this 
program.  She is going to meet the women, go out on 
patrol with them and go to their villages.  She will have 
the opportunity to hand out the dress and short 
sets.  She will take as many as will fit in one very large 
suitcase.  She hopes a larger mission group will be going 
in the spring when they can ship the items for free. 
 

Thanks again for your generosity! 
 

Sandy Patrick and Karen Milton 

A Note of Thanks 
 
A thank you to the following for making our 
Christmas Eve Event for Union at Skyview 
Drive-In such a great success: Steve and 
Cindy Bloomer, for the use of Skyview; the 

Outreach and Evangelism committee for their hot drinks; 
the UMW for the popcorn; Donna and Becky for their gift 
bags for our young people; our security team; Mike and 
Dick for their work on the worship service; Carol, Gail 
and all the worship leaders for leading us in worship, 
different as it was.  
 
Thank you, thank you and thank you! We had around 
100 cars in attendance. I hope everyone stayed mostly 
warm!             

Harvey  

mailto:noelrussell@mychristchurch.com
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Continuing the Journey 
What’s Happening in Freeburg 

 
Positive affirmations aren’t my “love language” (BOOK: The Five Love Languages by Dr. Gary Chapman), but I have 
discovered that I need them more than I thought I did.  I’ve been speaking them over myself for several years.  
Disclaimer: I’m wary of name-it-and-claim-it fluff, so most of my affirmations are right out of scripture to keep me 
grounded. 
 
It turns out other people need encouragement, too.  According to John C. Maxwell, the way you can tell if a person 
needs encouragement is this: they’re breathing.  And 2020 highlighted this need like never before.  Even some people 
who are generally happy found themselves struggling to keep a positive outlook. My sister found herself in this 
category, so I started sharing my affirmations with her each day as a way to help her.  Then another strong person 
needed some belief breathed into her life so I included her. I had this thought – why not create a Facebook group or 
page where I could share them with anyone? So I started a public group.  (You can join us by searching for “Thinking 
Positively with Cathy O.”). 
 
Sure, there’s plenty to complain about, but I am constantly challenging myself and others to look for the good. I promise 
it’s there.  Sometimes you have to look harder than others.  But honestly, if I focused only on the negative I wouldn ’t be 
able to sleep at night and then I wouldn’t be able to get out of bed in the morning.  This isn’t Pollyanna thinking.  It’s 
what I have to do for my spiritual and mental health.  Anytime I feel myself starting to spiral downward into negative 
thinking, I can generally snap out of it pretty quickly by shifting my focus to positive things. 
 
I recently put out this challenge and now I share it with you: Write down 5 -10 GOOD things that happened in 2020 – 
maybe even BECAUSE of 2020.  You can find my personal list in the Facebook group or on my profile if we are friends. 
But here I will share some good things that happened as specifically related to Journey: 
 

 We are healthy.  I am aware of several people who tested positive for COVID-19, but only one of our members or 
regular attendees was hospitalized. He is now back at home recovering. 

 Brad Merrill and I were able to assist with worship at Union while Journey was closed, so one way or another I was 
able to continue to do what I love to do nearly every Sunday. 

 We had outdoor worship for six or seven weeks at Journey.  With the exception of one week, we had as many or 
more people in attendance than we were averaging before the shutdown. I suspect not many churches can say 
that. 

 We got to do indoor worship again and even had a mini fall fest that again attracted extra people. 

 Our circumstances forced us to try new things that we may never have tried.  We collaborated for a Christmas Eve 
video that is a story in itself!  

 And we added an FM signal for people to listen safely from the parking lot and now even Facebook Live to reach 
many people at home. I can’t tell you how excited I am as I look at the numbers. These are EVANGELISM tools 
that are reaching people who might never have walked into our building, but maybe they will now when we are able 
to reopen. 

 
I’m going to stop here before our editor, Thel Lemons, has to start slashing this, but you get the idea. I would love to 
see YOUR list if you are brave enough to share it! 

Cathy O. 

Interim Worship Leader 
 
 

 Every Week 
 

Sundays: 10:15 a.m. Worship (no in person right now, but you can listen in your car from our parking lot on our short 
range FM signal at 106.9 or watch live on our Facebook page) 
 
Mondays: 7:00 p.m. Sr High Youth via Zoom with Sandy Merrill (618) 789-3151 or journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com 
 
Wednesdays: 7:00 p.m. Zoom Bible Study with Cathy O. (e-mail cathy.obernuefeman@att.net) for the link) 

JOURNEY UMC  
  

900 NORTH STATE STREET  
FREEBURG, IL 62243  

618-710-0224   WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG 

mailto:cathy.obernuefeman@att.net
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Hitting the Road Visits 
 
On Saturday, December 5

th
, we drove over 100 miles to visit our families who responded for a visit. 

We dropped off the “Dough Holy Night” curriculum for the families to bake cookies together. A few 
families were under the weather, so we porch dropped their kits. As promised, here are some 
pictures from our heartwarming visits! 
 

Miss Donna, Miss Becky and Miss Jane 
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Given By:        in Honor of: 
 
Bill & Joan Juergens     People carrying on during pandemic  
Jim & Thel Lemons      Music & Drama Ministries 
Jennifer Johnson      My Family 
Dick & Bette Frette      Our Children & Spouses 
Karl, Beth & Jordyn Walz    Carol Walz 

    
          In Celebration of: 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Cunningham  Health Care Workers & First Responders 
Dale & Jane Helms      Our 60th Wedding Anniversary on Christmas Eve 
Jim & Carole Eckert     To the Glory of God 
Jim & Thel Lemons      Our 45th Wedding Anniversary 
Jerry & Skippy Turner     Christmas 
Jerry Sauerwein      My Family, Friends & Our Church 
Dick & Bette Frette      Our Grandchildren & Extended Family 
Don & Connie Stein     Our Family & Friends 
 

          In Loving Memory of: 
 
Janet Stephens       Darwin Stephens 
Jim & Carole Eckert     Colleen Krause 
Linda Ponsler       My Parents, Frank & Joan Ponsler 
Jennifer Johnson      My Father, H. Calvin Kelley 
Beverly Ruser       My Parents, Emerson Burchell & Helen Burchell - Friedewald 
Jerry A. Sauerwein      Beverlee, Viola, Harold Dalton Sauerwein & Leroy & Carolyn Honer 
Myrtle West        Milburn West 
The Buehler & Diener Families   Phyllis & Howard Buehler, Clarence & Corrinne Schlueter 
Jordan  Shock        Payton Wilkin  
Karl, Beth & Jordyn Walz    Donald Walz, Frances Hager  
Kathryn Grissom & Family   J. Ken Grissom, Brenda Grissom & Lauren Reeb  
Rev. Don DeJarnett     Dr. & Mrs. Raymond DeJarnett 

 

We wish to thank everyone for their purchase  
of the poinsettias this year. 

2020 Poinsettias 

2020 Financial Update 

As we begin a new church year still in the throes of the pandemic, we want to thank you for your financial support in 
2020.  Bunny is working to finalize our status, but overall it has been a very positive year because of your faithful giving.  
We have tried to keep you informed of where we stand financially throughout the year and you have responded.  Many 
of you have sent in your pledge forms for 2021, but we still have a way to go to reach our goal of at least 75 percent of 
each budget pledged.  Currently, 112 Union members have pledged a little over $460,000, which is 60 percent of our 
goal.  Six Journey members have pledged $30,540, which is 38 percent of our goal.   
 
To those who have already responded, thank you very much.  For those who have not sent in your pledge form yet, you 
still have time.  It would be a big help to the Finance Committee if you could complete the form and return it to the office 
by January 15.  Due to the current restrictions on in-person worship, mail it to the church office or email it to 
bunny@unionumc.org.   
 
God is still with us.  Here is your opportunity to give back to his mission on earth some of the gifts he has provided for 
you.  God bless each of you and your families as we move forward into 2021. 

 
Mike Engel, Chairman, Finance Committee  Dick Frette, Church Treasurer  Bunny VonBokel, Comptroller 

file:///F:/Dick%20at%20Union/TIdings/2020/bunny@unionumc.org
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Visitation and Other Good Stuff 
with Dr. Joe Scheets 

 
I’m like you: missing direct contact and connection with people 
and looking forward to those again being safe. Meanwhile, let 
me invite you to any and all of my following offerings --- 
 
Daily I write and post devotional blogs at 
www.joescheets.com which is officially named Fresh-Brewed 
Daily. 
 
Weekdays during Advent2020, in daily videos I shared 
highlighted excerpts from a variety of seasonal resources from 
my home office shelves. If several weeks from now we’re still 
having to follow COVID-19 restrictions, I’ll do something 
similar during Lent 2021. The same title and format will apply: 
And I Do Quote. 
 
Tuesdays by noon I’ve written, recorded and shared a Bible 
Study Lesson video that I cleverly and in good United 
Methodist fashion call Tuesday Bible Study. Thanks to Mark 
McKeown, these find their way to our Union UMC website. 
 
Wednesdays by 5 pm I’ve written and recorded Wonderful 
Words of Life. In this video I try to encapsulate a 
scriptural truth and apply it in literally two or three minutes or 
less. While doing these, I’m frequently reminded of a line 
attributed to Mark Twain, “I would have written a shorter letter 
but I didn’t have time.” 
 
Thursdays I send out a letter, brilliantly titled Joe’s 
Weekly Letter, to anyone who asks to be added to the list. 
(Contact Sheri in our front office or me to add your name.) 
Along with my personal greeting comes a devotional page and 
a puzzle page. This began as an outreach to our members 
unable to get out regularly or easily or safely…a definition 
which currently includes just about all of us. 
 
You’ll find all of the above on Facebook at the Journey and 
Union pages as well as my own page. 
 
As always, I’d love to hear from you anytime! Let me leave you 
with these lyrics, and yes, they’re original in case you couldn’t 
tell --- 
 
The 2020 Scheets Family Christmas Song (tune: Deck the Halls) 
 
Deck the halls with sanitizer 
Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la 
Forgot my mask back in the car 
Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la 
Can’t shake hands, or hug to greet you 
Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la 
From 6 feet still nice to see you 
Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la 
Soon this COVID will be history 
Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la 
But what’s next will be a mystery 
Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la 
We just want to be there with you 
Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la 
When all this is in the rearview 
Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la 

 
Yours in Christ,  

Joe                

 
 
 
 
 

The altar flower calendar for 2021 is available at 
the Welcome Desk. You can email or call the 

church office as well. Sign up for as many 
Sundays as you wish.   

 
There is a price change for 2021.  

Flowers are $20.00 each. 
 

Please note change from last edition….. 
$20 instead of $25. 

Mississippi Valley Regional  
Blood Center 
Blood Drive  

 
 

January 27, 2021 
McKinley Fellowship Hall 

3:30 pm – 6:30 pm 
 

Must Have Appointment: 
866-448-3253 

OR  www.bloodcenter.org    
 

Sponsor Code: 10597 

http://www.joescheets.com
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MUSIC TIDINGS  

Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord, O My soul! I will 

praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises 

to my God while I have being.  Psalm 146:1-2 
  

                    
Live stream services at 9:00 am and 11:15 am 

   
SUNDAY, JANUARY 10 

 
9 am - Special Music by Perry and Linda Danford: "We Believe" 

Rev Harvey Gaither's sermon:   
"The Perfect Gift"; Matthew 2:1-11 

 
11:15 am - "Crosswalk" 

 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 17 
 

9 am - Special Music by Natalie, Brent, and David Gravois:  
"We All Bow Down" 

Brent Gravois, guitar; David Gravois, bass guitar 
Rev. Joe Scheets' sermon:  

"Then, Now, and Then Again"; Psalm 71:17-19 
 

11:15 am - "Crosswalk" 
 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24 
 

9 am - Special Music by Julie Callaghan: "Nets of Love" 
Rev. Harvey Gaither's sermon:   

"Fishing Where We Are"; Mark 1:14-20 
 
 

11:15 am - "Crosswalk" 

Union Methodist live stream services can 
be accessed through 

 https://www.youtube.com/user/Kent5122  
or later through YouTube Union United 

Methodist Church,  
Belleville, Illinois 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/Kent5122

