
   

Spring 
By Christina Rossetti 

 

Frost-locked all the winter,  

Seeds, and roots, and stones of fruits,  

What shall make their sap ascend  

That they may put forth shoots?  

Tips of tender green,  

Leaf, or blade, or sheath;  

Telling of the hidden life  

That breaks forth underneath,  

Life nursed in its grave by Death.  

There is no time like Spring,  

When life’s alive in everything,  

Before new nestlings sing,  

Before cleft swallows speed their journey back  

Along the trackless track –  

God guides their wing,  

He spreads their table that they nothing lack, –  

Before the daisy grows a common flower  

Before the sun has power  

To scorch the world up in his noontide hour.  
 

This poem is from the same author who wrote two hymns, “In the Bleak Midwinter” and “Love 
Came Down at Christmas”.  This is not the whole poem but two stanzas from it. I find the story 
so fascinating.  When she was 14, Rossetti suffered a nervous breakdown and left school. 
Bouts of depression and related illness followed. During this period she, her mother and her 
sister became absorbed in the Anglo-Catholic movement that developed into the Church of 
England. Religious devotion came to play a major role in Rossetti's life until her death in 1894.  
 
Her poems are remarkable to me, the way that she expresses herself and the way that she 
pairs words and ideas together. I especially love the lines, “Life nursed in its grave by 
Death. There is no time like Spring”. As we move from winter to spring, I hope that you will find 
new life as we come out of this pandemic and find life out of death, for Spring has arrived.  
 

Harvey 
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Third Wednesday 5:30 pm 

United Methodist Men 
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Each Thursday 9:00 am 

Ruth Circle 

Quilters/Stitchers 

Krause Room 

 

 

Each Wednesday, 9 am 

Horticulture  

8 am, Coffee 

Krause Room  

  

 

Junior Church 

 (Kindergarten – 4th Grade) 

Junior Church is held during 

the 9:00 am worship service 

Union United Methodist Church, Belleville, IL                               April 29, 2021 

Tidings 

God to enfold you, Christ to uphold you, 
Spirit to keep you, In heaven’s sight; 
 
So may God grace you, Heal and embrace you, 
Lead you through darkness….Into the light. 
 

—Old Scottish hymn 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Depression_(mood)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Catholicism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
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Tidings 
 Union United Methodist Church 

721 East Main Street  
Belleville, Illinois 62220                                               

618-233-6375   
 

Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither  

 
Thel Lemons, Editor     

 
Contributors may attach copy to 

email or text the information  
to the editor: 

chefthel@aol.com 
618/530-8435 

Upcoming Tidings deadlines 

(10:00 am):   

 May 24 

June 28 

July 26 

 

 

Continuing the Journey 
What’s Happening in Freeburg 

 
Weeks ago, I began hoping and praying we could be outside for Easter.  And it 
happened!  We had 59 people and 3 dogs – our second best attendance since 
reopening last fall (the best attendance was when we had a mini fall fest). It was 
glorious!  Inside, we are running in the 30s and feeling pretty full with the current 
restrictions. I just never want to turn anyone away.  So we are back outside when 
the weather cooperates.  By the way, 30-something may not sound like many, but 
it’s right where we were before the shutdown.  There aren’t many churches who 
can claim that and I choose to look for the good. 
 
Our biggest enemy outside has been the wind, which blows our music around. 
We’ve tried clothespins, magnets, rubber bands, chip clips, butterfly clips, sheet 
protectors, and even wrenches! We just do the best we can.  If only we had the 
budget for iPads, but we just keep plugging away. 
 
We are excited to learn that we can again offer coffee to worshipers beginning 
May 2. We know of at least one person in the past who was convinced to come 
check us out because of the free coffee.  It got him in the door, and God did the 
rest. Perhaps it will work again! 
 
Continuing the journey with God’s help, 

Cathy O. 

Interim Worship Leader 

Every Week 
 

Sunday Worship at 10:15 am. If we can’t offer parking lot worship, we will have 
these options: 

Indoor (masks required, space limited) 
Facebook Live on the Journey page 
Listen in your car from our parking lot on our short range FM signal at 106.9 

 
Sundays May 2, 16, 23 after worship: concluding Andy Stanley’s “Irresistible” 
study with Kathy Thurston leading 
 
Sundays (note change from Mondays): 7:00 pm— Sr. High Youth with Sandy 
Merrill (618)789-3151 or journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com 
 
Wednesdays: 7:00 pm Zoom Bible Study with Cathy O. and Kathy Thurston        
 (e-mail cathy.obernuefeman@att.net for the link)  

JOURNEY UMC  
  

900 NORTH STATE STREET  
FREEBURG, IL 62243  

618-710-0224   WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG 

 Senior High 
Youth  

 
Sunday 

7 pm at Journey 
 

with Sandy Merrill  
(618) 789-3151 or 

journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Union Methodist live stream 
services can be accessed 

through 
 https://www.youtube.com/user/

Kent5122  
or later through YouTube  

Union United Methodist Church,  
Belleville, Illinois 

 
Live stream services at  

9:00 am and 11:15 am  

Sunday School will not 

meet Memorial Day 

weekend. 

   Jane Peters 

mailto:cathy.obernuefeman@att.net
https://www.youtube.com/user/Kent5122
https://www.youtube.com/user/Kent5122
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UMW NEWS 
 

Brooke Buzard from Cunningham Children’s Home spoke at our April meeting. She provided an update on 
CCH’s residential program and the Caminos program, a residential program for immigrant children. We sent 
Brooke home with a generous donation of 52 men’s body wash, 2 toothpastes and a small suitcase.  
 
Our next meeting, May 12, is our annual retreat. We will not have a general business meeting, just a 
program by Wilda Young in McKinley Hall (see separate article). We will be serving a ‘box lunch’ during the retreat. 
Donation for lunch is $3. We would really appreciate a head count for attendance so we have enough handouts and 
lunches for everyone. Please let your circle chair know if you plan to attend. If you are NOT in a circle, let ME know if 
you plan to attend (jcjohn@ezeeweb.com or 618-792-7810). I’d like the head count by May 10.  
 
THANK YOU, Union church family, for your wonderful support of our April bake sale! Due to your generosity, we raised 
over $1042 to support UMW mission work! THANK YOU also to Miriam Circle for coordinating the fundraiser and ALL 
who helped in any way. I know my family really enjoyed the baked good with our Easter meal! 
 
Kudo’s to the UMW and church seamstresses who made and sent 258 sundresses and 358 shorts and tees to Midwest 
Mission Distribution Center!  These items will be distributed to those in need. This is the kind of mission work your 
donations help us support! Thank you!!  

 
 
Mississippi River District is hosting a virtual Personal Growth Study on May 8. This subject is one of 
the UMW focus issues – Climate Justice. Christina Krost, IGRC VP, is presenting the program. She 
recently obtained a grant to install solar panels at LBDNH! This is an extra special program you won’t 
want to miss! The computer link is:  https://call.lifesizecloud.com/8225809. For audio only: Call in by 
Phone (audio only), (312)584-2401, Meeting extension: 8225809#. 
 
 

 
FESTIVAL OF QUILTS – June 4-5. This will be a hybrid event (on-line and in person). This is the main fundraiser for 
Cunningham Children’s Home.  
 
SAVE THE DATE: September 10 & 11. Union UMW will be hosting a Granny’s Attic on the church parking lots. 
Registration for spaces and tables will begin July 1. Watch for more information on this.  
 
UMW will NOT meet in June and July. Meetings will resume August 11.  

Jenny 

 

 

Miriam Circle met on Friday, April 26.  The success of the bake sale was discussed.  Much praise goes to the 
congregation for its support.  Sunshine Fund money was allocated for the purchase of health kit items. The program was 
presented by Mary Peck on "Ancient Dyers of Purple". 
 
The next meeting will be on Friday, May 28 at 1:00 in the Krause Room. The program will be presented by Barbara 
Cleland. All are welcome to join Miriam Circle that afternoon for the program and fellowship. 

mailto:jcjohn@ezeeweb.com
https://call.lifesizecloud.com/8225809
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The UMW Annual Spiritual Growth Retreat will be 
Wednesday, May 12 from 10:00-2:00 in the 
McKinley Hall. A welcome session will be held from 
9:30-10:00 am with an opportunity for fellowship 
and to meet and greet Wilda Young, our speaker 

for the retreat. Coffee, juice, and baked goodies will be 
served by Barb Cleland and the Miriam Circle. RSVP's 
are greatly appreciated by May 7 to Jenny Johnson at 
jcjohn@ezeeweb.com.  
 
Wilda was the speaker at the 2020 February District 
Spiritual Growth Retreat held in Chatham. Bring your 
Bible and be prepared to answer: "What is spiritual 
growth?" Booklets will be provided, so your RSVP is 
helpful. 
 
Lunch will be served by the Lydia Circle. At this time, 
they are considering box lunches to comply with Covid 
restrictions so please, please, RSVP as soon as 
possible. 
 
A communion service will be offered at the end of the 
retreat with the help of Pastor Joe and Pastor Harvey. All 
women are welcome and invited to attend the retreat and 
to join us in the sanctuary afterward for the communion 
service. 
 
You do not have to be a member of UMW to attend and 
as Andy Stanley says, "You'll be glad you did." 

UMW Dates 
  
May 7   CWU Friendship Day 
May 8   MRD Personal Growth Study - Virtual 
May 12  UMW Retreat; McKinley Hall, 9-2  
     Lunch provided 
Jun 4-5  Festival of Quilts  
June 13  Grange Dinner 
July 1-20  Mission U 
Aug 6   CWU Picnic 
Aug 8   Grange Dinner 

On Monday, March 22, 2021, Sandy Patrick and I 
delivered 209 dresses and T-shirt sets and 69 shorts and 
T-shirts sets to Midwest Mission Distribution Center in 
Chatham, Illinois. They will be sent to various Asian, 
Latin, and Caribbean countries which have a need. 
 
Natalie Heberlie took 49 dresses and T-shirts and 31 
short and T-shirt sets to Kenya, Africa on her trip. So our 
total project produced 258 dresses, 100 shorts, and 358 
coordinating T-shirts. 
 
Thanks again to everyone who donated fabric, thread, T-
shirts, hand-painted jumpers, pillowcases, embroidered 
tablecloths, ribbon, lace and money in order to complete 
this project THANK YOU!! 
 

Sandy Patrick and Karen Milton 

MISSION U will be a 2-part virtual event this year. 
Preregistration is required; registration fee is $75. If you 
have not attended Mission U in the past, you may be 
eligible for a first-time scholarship. Application is on the 
registration web site: https://www.IGRC.org/umw-mission.  
 
From July 1-17, you can listen to 3 recorded sessions of 
each study on the conference website anytime 
convenient for you.  
 There will be a live, virtual interactive closing session 
between July 17-20. The Spiritual Growth study is 
Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom (book in the UMW library) 
and the Social Issue Study is Pushout: The 
Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools.  

 

Thanks to UMW members 
Nancy Weston, Sandy 

Patrick, Karen Buehler and 
Karen Milton for the Easter 
cookies to Union’s shut-ins. 

THANK YOU, Union 

church family, for your 

wonderful support of 

UMW’s April bake sale!  

https://www.IGRC.org/umw-mission
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EASTER EVENT - 2021

GAME NIGHT – 2021

"Easter Egg-stravaganza"  
On Sunday, March 28

th
, we had our Easter event during the Sunday School hour.  We heard the Easter Story and 

made a Resurrection Eggs Story.  We all had a great time.  Here are some pictures of our time together. 

Family Game Night Fun  
We had six families join us for game night.  Everyone had a blast playing board games and spending time together! 
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Family Movie Night -  
KOTG, MOMSConnect, Junior 

High Families  
 

SAVE THE DATE 
  
We are making plans for Friday, May 14, for a family 
movie night.  Look for details from Miss Becky and me in 
an upcoming email. 
          Miss Donna 

Liturgists needed for the 9:00 worship service 
 

To volunteer to read scripture, please 
contact Danny Nollman at: 
nollmandl@att.net or 618-235-6873 
(always leave a message) and let him know 
your availability. 

We have an important event coming ! We are hosting a 
Covid Vaccine event at Union in McKinley Hall on May 2 
for anyone over the age of 18. The event begins at 9 am 
and is open to everyone! 
 You can sign up ahead of time for a Vaccine at: 
Link: https://expressbooknow.com  
 
Everyone is welcome to either book a slot on the website 
or just walk in. Please pass this along to family, friends or   
co-workers! 

Sheri Hill reports that Ronald McDonald 
House is not accepting tab tops at this time. 
If you know of some other organization that 
is, please take your tab tops to them. She will 

let us know when they start again. 

Dean and Janet Criddle are in need of some outside 

carpentry work at their house—minor deck repair. 

Reasonable pay. Contact Janet at 618-830-4739 for 

more information. 

VBS: Save the Date 
 
Our tentative dates for VBS are Sunday, July 25 - Friday, 
July 30 from 6-8 pm.  As it gets closer to the date and we 
know more about Covid restrictions, we can give firmer 
details.  
 
The VBS curriculum is called Lava 
Lava Luau and we'll see what 
God's word says about anger, 
sadness, jealousy and frustration 
and learn how to respond to 
others who may be feeling these 
emotions as well.  
 
Watch for updates as the 
summer approaches!  
Jane Peters 
VBS Director 

Camping Retreat Ministries 
If you are looking for a summer camp experience for your 
child or family, please take a look at the website through 
our Methodist camps. Go to igrcamps.com for updated 
information. We may be able to help offset some of 
the costs of the camps. If you don't have internet or 
would like more information, please contact Jane Peters, 
618-406-7607 for more help.  

My son and I thank the UMW for the delicious cookies 
delivered by Dennis Poole at Easter. In addition he 
brought an Upper Room for my son and me to enjoy.  

Kathryn Grissom 

Easter Sunday Children’s 

Sermon 

 
We need to stop looking to do the 
big things for God and start paying 
attention to the easily-looked-over 
opportunities He gives us every 
day. 
 
My friend, Karen Ehman says, “God 
is bringing ministry right to our front 
doors, right to the couch next to us, 
right to the cubicle next to us. When 
we can learn to really focus and 
lean in and listen to that person and 
make them feel welcomed and 
wanted and share the Gospel with 
them if they don’t know the Lord, it’s 
going to make a difference for 
eternity.” 
 
—Jill Savage, Executive Director, 
Hearts at Home 

mailto:nollmandl@att.net
https://expressbooknow.com/
http://igrcamps.com/
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Visitation and Other Good Stuff 
with Dr. Joe Scheets 

 
 

Glaciers & Tidal Waves 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 
Some are so slow we don’t even notice that they’re moving. Like a glacier. 
 
Some arrive so fast they’re overwhelming. Like a tidal wave. 
 
In the past several months, you and I have experienced both kinds of changes. 
 
Right now we’re in the midst of one that’s like a bizarre combo platter being brought to our table at the Everyday Life 
Diner. 
 
However, the foundational good news is the same as it always has been ever since I mentioned it in my first sermon 
preached online in our pandemic era: God is still in business, and so are we.  
 
There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens, says Ecclesiastes 3:1. Right now we 
are in a time of vigilance and vaccinations.  
 
We are in a time when we must continue to be vigilant in following appropriate restrictions and guidelines relative to 
COVID-19. We are also in a time with vaccinations being increasingly available. Which brings me to a third “v” --- 
visitation…which I’ve missed doing, lemme tell ya! 
 
True, I’ve been in touch with as many people as possible via email, snail mail, my Weekly Letter, my series of several 
different types of weekly videos (Bible Study and Devotionals), seasonal videos (daily in Advent and Lent), and my 
daily devotional blog (www.joescheets.com). You have been very vocal and kind in response, and I  greatly appreciate 
all the feedback on these; very rewarding, and I do thank you! 
 
But now, especially in light of Ecclesiates 3:1, it’s time to resume vigilant visitation. I am beyond thankful. I’m also 
ready, willing and able.   
 
But even that’s not enough. I need your help.  
 
People’s life situations change. Some changes are glaciers, some are tidal waves. 
 
Unless you tell me, I have no way of knowing about yours. Please contact me, update me, and if possible let’s see 
about getting together. Call/text me directly at 217.377.8049. 
 
Unless you tell me about someone you know who does not get out much or just might need a little extra pastoral care, I 
have no way of knowing about that person. Please contact me, update me, and if possible I can see about getting 
together with them. Call/text me directly at 217.377.8049.  
 
And I learned a long time ago in ministry that it’s better to be told twice than not at all. Never assume “someone else 
told the pastor.” Let me hear from you. 

 
You can also easily find me on social media, for example I’m on FaceBook simply as Joe Scheets. If we’re not yet 
Friends there, help me correct that. And message me there as well. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you, to seeing at least the top half of your face above your mask in person, and to 
praying with you as always. 

 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 Joe                            

 

Visitation & Other Good Stuff 

and check out my daily blog: 

www.joescheets.com 

http://www.joescheets.com
http://www.joescheets.com/
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MUSIC TIDINGS 

I will sing of thy steadfast love, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I 
will proclaim thy faithfulness to all generations, for thy steadfast love 
was established forever, thy faithfulness is firm as the heavens. 

Psalm 89:1-2 

                    
 

SUNDAY, MAY 2, Communion 
9 am - special music by Michael Woodruff: 

"If With All Your Heart" from "Elijah" by Mendelssohn 
 

accordion solo by Mardy Eisloeffel:  
"It is No Secret What God Can Do" 

  
 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 9, Mother’s Day 
9 am - special music by the Petraborg family  

 
reading "To Celebrate Mothers", written by Zona Ludlum 

 
  
  

SUNDAY, MAY 16 
9 am - special music by Julie Callaghan:  
"Jesus Christ the Apple Tree" by Poston 

 
flute and clarinet duet by Karen and Carl Buehler: 

"Great is Thy Faithfulness" 
 
  
 

SUNDAY, MAY 23 - Pentecost 
9 am - special music by Ladies Quartet: "Spirit Song"- arr. Fettke 

with Patty Scheets, Meaghan Cordes,  
Susan Botula, and Joyce Dintelmann  

Sermon Schedule 
 

May 2 
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "A Limitless Life",  

2 Corinthians 6:11-13 (The Message) 
 

May 9 
Rev. Gaither's sermon: 

  "A Limitless Faith", John 8:21-28 
 

May 16 
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Fruit Bearing", 

Psalm 1 & Matthew 7:15-20 
 

May 23 
Rev. Joe Scheets' sermon:  
"How Can This Be Now?",  

Acts 2:1-8; Ephesians 2:1-10 

CROSSWALK 

Sundays at 11:15 

Chapel 


