
Developing Followers of Jesus Christ to Serve the World

Notes from Pastor Harvey Gaither
We love the autumn season. There is something about the coolness in the air
that is wonderful, but it’s the colors that are so remarkable. Spring is pretty,
don’t get me wrong, but there is something just remarkable about fall. The way

that the reds and yellows of the falling leaves cover
the ground with their blanket of color is just
wonderful, I think.

In her devotion entitled, “Letting Your Leaves Fall,”
Rachel Rojo captures this season with another twist
that I think makes the season even more
remarkable.

Rachel writes: Autumn is a wonderful time to observe
nature. As I watch the swirling leaves stirred by the

wind, I am reminded that they display an important lesson for all of us to follow suit
in a way. Just as the trees don’t stubbornly hold on to their dead leaves, so we
shouldn’t hold on to any unnecessary weight in our lives.

Paul writes in Ephesians 4:31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger,
brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and
compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ, God
forgave you.

Rachel continues:What are you holding on to that is preventing a freshness
to the season ahead? Could it be that the
decayed leaves are piling up and your
heart needs to discard them for good? If so,
why not reach out to the Lord in prayer?
He longs to hear from you. Ask Him to
shine light on any thoughts, circum-
stances, habits or other “decayed leaves”
you might be clinging to. As you watch
the leaves fall this season, our prayer is
that you are reminded to let go of
anything that would hinder a fresh
relationship with God.

What are you holding fast onto that
needs to be let go?

Activities: Dates and Times Subject
to Covid-19 Restrictions

SecondWednesday
10:30 am

UnitedMethodist Women
McKinley Center

(No meetings in January,
June, July and November)

ThirdWednesday 5:30 pm
UnitedMethodist Men

Krause Room

Every Thursday 9:00 am
Ruth Circle

Quilters/Stitchers
Krause Room

EveryWednesday, 9:00 am
Horticulture
Coffee 8:00 am
Krause Room

Sundays 9:00 amWorship
Kindergarten through fourth grade
dismissed to Junior Church following

the children's' sermon
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“How strange and awful is the
synthesis of life and death in the
gusty winds and falling leaves of
an autumnal day!”

— Samuel Taylor Coleridge
Continued to bottom of page 4)
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UMWResumes Annual Warm Clothing Drive for Lessie Bates
Neighborhood House

UMWwill resume the
annualWarmClothing
Drive forLessieBates
DavisNeighborhood
House thisyear.Gently
used (ornew)articlesare
appreciated.Coatsand
jacketsneeded foradults
andchildren.

Other items are
welcome which will
help people stay warm
during the coming
winter. Suggestions for
adults and children are
caps, gloves, sweaters,
scarves, shawls, etc.

Receptacles will be in theWelcome
Center on Sundays, October 24, 31
and November 7. We know we can
count on your generosity.

"As you did it to the least of these,
you did it unto ME.”

Submitted by Pearl Spies

Visitation & Other Good Stuff
with Dr. Joe Scheets
You’re Invited ---

HAPPINESS & HOLINESS:
Basics of Our Wesleyan
Tradition Tuesdays
2:00 pm& 7:00 pm
How are happiness and
holiness related? How does
getting closer to God help us
get closer to each other?
What’s God’s purpose for you?

These are questions raised in
the DVD study series, The
Absolute Basics of The Wesleyan
Way, by Phil Tallon and Justus
Hunter.

This fascinating exploration
examines the biography and beliefs
of the one credited with starting the

Methodist Movement, JohnWesley.
His beliefs then shaped his life and
our church. And us? I’m offering this
new opportunity in bite-size chunks
---Nov. 9,16, 23
Live Action: What did he do?
Why: What’s the goal of the Christian
life?

How:What is repentance?
Lent 2022 --- Mar. 8,15, 22 & Apr. 5, 12
You: Justified and New

You: Sanctified
You: Entirely Sanctified
You: Receiving the Sacraments
You: In Community
You: After Wesley

Why does all this matter? Primarily
because by the grace of God, his story
is also our story.

But also because we’re going to be
hearing a lot in the media very soon
about what’s being called The
Wesleyan Tradition.We need to know
its reality in light of both Scripture and
our 21st century culture.

Happiness and Holiness is a great
place to start. I hope you can join us
on this journey.

Yours in Christ, Dr. Joe Scheet
Visitation

& Other Good Stuff
joescheets3@gmail.com

217.377.8049
Check out my daily

UMWCalendar 2021

October 2, 2021 IGRCUMWAnnual
Meeting VIRTUAL 10 am – 12:30 pm

October 13, 2021 UMWExecutive Board
Meeting Room 407, 9:30am; UMW
Meeting/ProgramMcKinley Hall, 10:30
am

NoUMWMeeting in November

December 1, 2021 UMWPlanning/Budget
Meeting Room 407, 9:30 am

December 8, 2021 UMWExecutive Board
Meeting Room 407, 9:30am; UMW
Meeting/ProgramMcKinley Hall,
10:30am

Our September program,
Finding Peace in an Anxious World through
scripture and prayer, wraps up our post-
COVID re-engagement series. I hope you
found useful information for your
mental and spiritual health.

Since the book, Finding Peace in an
Anxious World, was part of our 2021
Mission U study, we will not have
another Mission U study in October.

Our October 13 program will be "Lifted
Spirits," presented by Jane Peters. The
executive board will meet at 9:30 am in
room 407. The general meeting and
program will begin at 10:30 am in
McKinley Hall. Miriam Circle is
providing lunch.

THANK YOU to all who helped with
our September Outdoor Granny’s Attic
Rummage Sale! Another successful
fundraiser! Special thanks to Karen
Milton and NancyWeston for co-
ordinating this event! These funds will
support local and national programs
benefiting women, children and youth:
Kids for Christ, Feed the Lambs, Kinder

Cottage Day
Care, LBDNH, Cunningham Children’s
Home, Spero, Union Youth Mission trips,
Violence Prevention Center, St Louis
Covering House.

The MRDUMW fall annual meeting was
held virtually on Saturday, September 18.
The program was "Community
Gardening." Jan Denby from St John’s
UMC told us how they started a
community garden. New officers were
installed for 2022.

The IGRC UMWAnnual meeting on
October 2, 10 am – 12:30pm will be
VIRTUAL via ZOOM. The theme is
"We Are Connected – Love Your
Neighbor As Yourself" (Luke 10:27).

It is not too late to register!Handouts
will be sent to registered attendees this
week.

UMWNational Assembly 2022 TURN IT
UP! Assembly will be held May 20-22,
2022 in Orlando Florida. Early
registration is now open; registration fee
is $330 (available September 1 –
November 30, 2021). The registration fee
includes lunch on Friday and Saturday.
Hotel rates are $158-$203 per night for up
to four people per room. IGRC UMWhas
reserved a block of rooms at the Rosen
Centre in Orlando. (Contact me for the
information sheet.)

Scholarships are available for first-time
attendees. Union UMW also has funds
designated for the assembly registration
fee. More information can be found at
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/
assembly-2022-turn-it-up!

We will have a church-wide cold weather
drive this year. See bottom of page 2 of
this issue for more information.

UMWSunday will be October 17. Our
guest speaker will be Lisa Simondsen,
MRDMembership, Nurture and Outreach
coordinator. Blessings,

E-mail Christina Krost at
christina.krost@gmail.com or register

at https://us02web.zoom.us/
meeting.register/tZYqc-

yvqjgvHtEe8uceoUsw107vx8dpURO4

Notes: Jenny Johnson
UUMC President

Joe

Jenny
Would you like to know more
about how the organ works,
or interested in learning how
to play an organ? This
0rgan workshop is for you.

Saturday,Oct. 9, 1 to 3 p.m.
Union United Methodist
Church, led by Gail Long.
Reservations are encouraged
but not required.
Contact gail.long88@gmail.com
for more information.
No experience necessary.

Learn the basics about organ playing! 
 

Organ Encounter 
Workshop 

 

Saturday, Oct. 9 
1 to 3 p.m. 

 

 

Union United Methodist Church 

721 E. Main Street, Belleville 

 

led by Gail Long 

adjunct professor of music  

at Southwestern Illinois College 
 

 

For more info, contact gail.long88@gmail.com 

Reservations are encouraged but not required 

mailto:joescheets3@gmail.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/assembly-2022-turn-it-up
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/assembly-2022-turn-it-up
mailto:christina.krost@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting.register/tZYqc-yvqjgvHtEe8uceoUsw107vx8dpURO4
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting.register/tZYqc-yvqjgvHtEe8uceoUsw107vx8dpURO4
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting.register/tZYqc-yvqjgvHtEe8uceoUsw107vx8dpURO4


Union Builds a Sanctuary

(Pastor Harvey's
message continued
from page 1)

Oh, how the Lord
longs to empower
and strengthen us
for the new season
ahead! If we’re not
sure of the issues
detaining a kind and
compassionate
spirit, He will show

us when we ask. And
if guilt from the past
is preventing this
beautiful new
season, we have His
promises like this
one to remember:

Forget the former
things; do not dwell on
the past. See, I am
doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do

you not perceive it? I
am making a way in
the wilderness and
streams in the
wasteland. Isaiah
43:18,19 (NIV)

What do you need to
let go in this season?

Harvey

After five years of preparation, the members of UnionMethodist Church were celebrating. They had unified
disparate congregations from the First Methodist and Jackson Street Methodist Churches. The parishioners located
a site for the new sanctuary within sight of the public square, and they planned and constructed the new church
building.
OnWednesday, January 12, 1955,
church members met at Union’s old
main sanctuary onWashington Street
for a final service in a building that
had been constructed over a hundred
years before as First Methodist
Episcopal Church.

Union’s pastor, Gene Leckrone,
conducted the “closing out” service
with prayer, a meditation, and a
hymn led by Building Committee
Chairman DeanMcKinley.

Many parishioners carrying their
hymnals then walked to the new
sanctuary, where Reverend Leckrone
and the choir led the worshipers
through the north entrance into the
new church for a communion service.

The building was not yet complete—the wood paneling in the choir loft and religious furnishings remained to be
installed. All, however, was ready for the first Sunday service on January 16, when Illinois Conference Bishop
Charles Wesley Brashares delivered the sermon and District Superintendent Ernest Dycus led the prayers. Dycus
preached at the evening service.

The next day McKendree College music department performed a concert in the new sanctuary. On Tuesday Fred
Schwarzlose, the last pastor at First Methodist, led worship. He was followed onWednesday by a service conducted
by Alfred Jones, the last pastor at Jackson Street Methodist. On Thursday the Young Adults sponsored the annual
Union anniversary banquet. These events signified the existence of a blended congregation. The following Sunday,
January 23, Reverend Leckrone assumed his place at the pulpit. And then the pace picked up.

Continuing the Journey:
What’s Happening in Freeburg

For the month of September, we have been
worshiping outside on the parking lot. It’s a lot of
extra work, but it’s worth it to get people’s focus off
masks and onto worship, and it makes us more
visible to the traffic going by. We plan to stay
outside, weather permitting, for as long as we can,

probably most of the month of October. We may even have a fall festival.

Mike Olson, a Smithton resident, and fourth semester student at Eden
Theological Seminary, is helping us this fall. Mike will be singing with us
weekly, preaching occasionally. I am hoping have a Sunday off. Mike
and his wife Jenny have been married for ten years and together have six
kids. Mike works full time at Belleville East High School and has sung
with Crosswalk. Jenny is an English teacher and cross country coach at
Nashville High School. We are excited to have Mike on our team!

On September 22, we pulled together an outdoor evening service of
prayer for Sandy’s brother Michael and family. Michael has been
hospitalized and fighting COVID pneumonia for over a month. Our
guest speaker and head prayer warrior was Virginia Lugge, youth leader
from St Paul UCC in Freeburg, and music was led by JPB (Journey Praise
Band). Please join us in praying!

Calendar
Aug 30 Griefshare began. For more info, contact Christine Lippert at

618) 558-3818 or christine@troyumc.org

Oct 2 Dessert-stand fundraiser at Freeburg Fall Festival in the Square
Park, 11 am-7 pm

More to come!

Weekly
SundayWorship at 10:15 a.m. outside on the parking lot, weather
permitting. Otherwise, we have three options:
1. Indoor
2. Facebook Live on the Journey page
3. Listen in your car from our parking lot on our short range FM

signal at 106.9
4 . Youth group meets Sundays at 7:00 pm with SandyMerrill (618)

789-3151 or journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com

“Cathy O”
Cathy Obernuefemann
JourneyWorship Leader

•

•

Ecclesiastes 3:1-1
There is a time for everything,
and a season for every activity under
the heavens:

a time to be born and a time to die,
a time to plant and a time to uproot
a time to kill and a time to heal,
a time to tear down and a time to build,

a time to weep and a time to laugh,
a time to mourn and a time to dance,

a time to scatter stones and a time to
gather them,

a time to embrace and a time to refrain
from embracing,

a time to search and a time to give up,
a time to keep and a time to throw away,

a time to tear and a time to mend,
a time to be silent and a time to speak,

a time to love and a time to hate,
a time for war and a time for peace.

What do workers gain from their toil?
I have seen the burden God has laid on the
human race. He has made everything
beautiful in its time. He has also set
eternity in the human heart; yet no one can
fathom what God has done from beginning
to end.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+43:18-19&version=NIV%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+43:18-19&version=NIV%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:christine@troyumc.org
mailto:journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com


Food Pantry
Report
As usual, I am far behind with
my update! I'm not sure how
the time gets away fromme.
So, back we go to December of
2020 to thank Carol Walz,
Linda Moyer, Perry and Linda
Danford, Jerry and Skippy
Turner, Bob and Dorothy
Inman, Gene and Katie
Gourley, Geraldine Thomas,
Kathryn Grissom, Bill and Julee
Baysinger and
Mark and
Debbie
Tiemann for
monetary
donations!

In January of
2021, we thank
Geraldine
Thomas, The
Inmans, Linda
Moyer, Don
and Elsa Eltrich, Bob and
ShirleyWhitecotton and Jerry
and Skippy Turner.

Donations in February came all
the way from Florida from the
Caveglias, and fromDavid
Favreau, Linda Moyer, Bob and
Dottie Inman, Jerry and Skippy
Turner, Sheri Hill, Steve and
Cindy Bloomer, Geraldine
Thomas, Kathryn Grissom and
from the Belleville Masonic
High 12 Club.

In March, we received
donations from Geraldine
Thomas, The Inmans, Linda

Moyer, The Turners, Bob
Brunkow, TheWhitecottons
and Jerry Sauerwein.

In April we received monetary
donations from the Caveglias,
Linda Moyer, Kathryn Grissom,
the Turners, Bob Brunkow and
Geraldine Thomas.

In July, donations from the
Turners, the Inmans, Linda
Moyer, Kathryn Grissom,
Geraldine Thomas, The
Whitecottons and the Belleville
Masonic High 12 Club.

In August, donations from
Kathryn Grissom, Linda Moyer,
The Inmans, The Turners,
Geraldine Thomas, Bob
Brunkow, The Bloomers and
Bob and Linda Edwards.

In April we received a small bus
load of food donated by the
Belleville School District 118.

Your consistent donations help
keep up going!! Thanks so
much to everyone!

Kay MacIntire

Thank You to Granny’s Attic/
Rummage Sale Volunteers

Wewould like to extend a very grateful thank
you to all the volunteers who helped with set-
up, parking lot
monitors,
security, selling
items, and
tearing down
for the event.

A special thank
you to the
Horticulture
Club, the
Grange for use
of their tables,
and Belleville
East baseball and basketball teams for their
assistance.

The event was a success and we could not
have done it without all of you.

In God’s Love,
Karen and Nancy

Miriam Circle greatly appreciates all the congregational and
community support in making our bake sale on September 11-12 a
great success. Funds will be used for missions that benefit women
and children. Pearl Spies

Pastor Harvey invited me to say a word
about being a part of this church as a
youth. That’s easy. In one word, it was
FABULOUS! More about that in a
moment.

His request prompted me to contact
colleagues with two questions --- Looking
back on your time at Union UMC, what
stands out as significant, or memorable, or
fun? and In what ways did our church
prepare you for ministry? --- I’ve heard
back from several, and I’ll be sharing
their answers in The Tidings. Let me give
you a preview: it’s good stuff.

Back to Pastor Harvey’s initial request to
me relative to our 70-Plus Anniversary. I
refer to my 2017 Retirement Video for
that year’s Annual Conference. One of
the questions asked of retiring pastors
for that event was,What initially got you
fired up for ministry?

My answer began with references to the
churches of my childhood and youth.
They were two different churches in two
different Southern Illinois towns,
Centralia and Belleville, both

thoroughly, completely, and
totally United Methodist.

They helped me understand
and experience God’s love and
grace and made them real. In the
words of a song we sang a lot in
what was then called UMYF, I wanted
to “Pass It On.”

After a long and winding road, God let
me know, in no uncertain terms, that the
best place I could do that was in parish
ministry.

So,What initially got (me) fired up for
ministry? The fact that God was, and still
is, in business. Through people. The
people of The United Methodist
Church. The people of THIS church.
And I thank you; love y’all.

And hear the Good News: God is still
calling people into full time ordained
ministry, and in more settings than ever
before. We already have a list of
seventeen or eighteen people,
depending on who’s counting, from this
church. Again, hear the Good News:
God’s still calling people from this

church,
people

of all ages
and stages of

life, into full time
ordained ministry.

Pastor Harvey and I would
love to pray with you and talk

with you about this. Any time.

Our denomination has developed The
Inquiry Process to help all of us with
this. We welcome the chance to walk
this path with you. Because God’s still
calling people into ministry. Amen?

Let that “Amen” be the first, or maybe
the most recent, affirmation of what
God’s already been up to in your own
heart and mind and life.

To which I give my own resounding
“Amen!”

Yours in Christ,
Joe

joescheets3@gmail.com or 217.377.8049
and check out my daily blog:

www.joescheets.com

"Visitation and Other Good Stuff" with Dr. Joe Scheets
Delivered September 12, 2021 Before the Call to Worship

MOMSConnect Infants Through Fifth
Grade

We had a great time at MOMSConnect with a
fun Amazing Science Devotion. In our
experiment, we used the bonding properties of
water to show us that we should stick by our
friends. When we stick by our friends even
though bad things may try to pull us away
from them, we are showing our friends what
God is like. God is the best friend of all, and he
sticks by us no matter what.

Trunk or Treat
Family Event

Trunk or Treat
will be on Sunday,
October 24 in the
upper parking lot
from 6:00 – 7:00. If
you would like to
decorate your car (continued to bottom right page)

(continued to bottom right page)

and hand out candy, please be
there by 5:30. If you cannot make it
to trunk or treat and would like to
donate candy, please bring it in by
Sunday, October 17. A collection
box will be by the welcome desk.
We hope to see you for a
spooktacular night of fun and
fellowship.

Thank you for your support!

Miss Donna
and Nurture Committee

Parent’s Night Out; Infants
Through Eighth Grade

Save the Date Nov 19

On Friday, November 19, we will
host
parent’s
night out
from 6:00
pm until
9:00. We
will "hang
out," have

pizza, watch movies and have fun!
Additional information will be in
The next Tidings.

Angel Breakfast Save the Date
December 4
Angel Breakfast will be on
Saturday,
December 4,
2021 from 8:30
am until 9:45
in McKinley
Hall.
Additional
information
will be shared as we get closer to
the event.

Jane Peters

It's Fall Y' all!

mailto:joescheets3@gmail.com
http://www.joescheets.com
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"Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord, O my soul!

I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
Iwill singpraises tomyGodwhile I have

being."
Psalm 146: 1-2

11:15 AM - "Crosswalk"

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3
9AM- Special Music: "I ComeWith Joy, a Child of God"-

Wren/Marcus
Quartet: Suzanne Hutcherson, Meghan Cordes,

Don DeJarnett, Terry Mueth with flutist: Shelly Monier
Rev. Gaither's sermon:

"The Labels We Use"; 2 Corinthians 5:11-18
Communion

11:15AM - "Crosswalk"
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10

9AM- Special Music: "You Are Mine"- David Hass
Duet: Natalie Gravois and Patty Scheets

Rev. Joe Scheets sermon: "The Hope of Glory";
2nd Corinthians 4: 7

11:15AM- "Crosswalk"

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17

9AM- Special Music: "Down to the River to Pray"- arr.
Curry; Sanctuary Choir and quartet: Natalie Gravois,

Cindy Bloomer, MikeWoodruff, Steve Bloomer; Rev. Gaither's
sermon: "So, YouWant to be Great?";

Mark 10: 35-45

11:15 AM- "Crosswalk"

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24
9AM- Special Music: "His Eye is On the Sparrow"

-arr. Colman; soloist: Carole Eckert:
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "So MuchWorry"; Matthew 6: 25-33

11:15 AM- "Crosswalk"

SUNDAY, OCTOBER
9AM- Special Music- "ThyWord"-Smith/Schrader

Quartet: Jo Ellen Lynn, Carol Morey, David Braswell,
Bill Morey;

Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Always Learning";
Deuteronomy 6: 1-9

11:15 AM- "Crosswalk"

The handbell choir is resuming rehearsals.
If interested in ringing, please contact Carl and
Karen Buehler.

Music Tidings


