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Why I am a Part of a Church
The Covid pandemic has changed our lives in so many ways, hasn’t it?
It is amazing how much our lives have been altered by Covid. I would
argue there is one thing that has not changed though; it is the why we
are a church and why I am a part of a church.
Many of you have heard me say that I have been in the UMC since
before my birth (I joke, since I was in the womb, so it really wasn’t my
choice then!) And as a lay person, I was in the church. And when I
retire, I will be in the church.
I recently read an article by the church growth guru from Canada, Carey Nieuwhof, entitled,
“Think Again: Why Religion is Good for Us”. In the article Carey quotes an article from Mark
Clark, Senior Pastor of Village Church in Vancouver. In the article Rev. Clark hits on many of
the reasons why I am a part of a church.
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Reason #1- “Religious people live, on average, seven years longer than non-religious people.”
It is a fact driven by science and data. I don’t know about you, but I like walking and talking
and breathing. Life is fun for the most part. I want to continue to live it.

Reason #2- (Please be sitting down for this one) “Religious people are more likely to be able
to reason with others when it comes to decision making and working out conflict”. I agree with
that statement almost 100%. I find almost every conversation I have within the structure of the
church comes to a mutual end that benefits almost everyone.
Reason #3- This comes from within the article from a study by sociologist Rodney Stark and
it’s a bunch of bullet points about why religion is so important and why I go to church:
 The primary source of secular charitable funds that benefit victims of misfortune whatever
their beliefs
 Dominate the ranks of blood donors and other prosocial behaviors
 Are much less likely to commit crimes
 Far more likely to donate their money and time to socially beneficial programs and to be
active in civic affairs. (The impact of religious people on volunteering alone is an estimated
$47 billion annually in the United States alone!)
 Enjoy superior mental health – are deemed happier, less neurotic, and far less likely to
commit suicide
 Enjoy superior physical health – have an average life expectancy more than seven years
longer than that of the irreligious
 Read more than their irreligious friends and neighbors
 Religious fathers are more likely to be involved in youth-related activities such as coaching
sports teams or leading Scout troops, etc.
 In 247 studies done between 1944 and 2010: religion has a positive effect on society in
regard to crime, deviance, and delinquency.
 Urban stats going from present-day back to the 1920s shows that the higher a city’s
church membership rate, the lower its burglary, larceny, robbery, assault, and homicide
rates.
Bottom line? Going to church is good for us and good for the world. That is some of the reason
I go to church. Your reasons, please share!

Harvey

Second Wednesday
10:30 am
United Methodist Women
McKinley Center
(no meetings January,
June, July, and November)

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm
United Methodist Men
Krause Room

Each Thursday 9:00 am
Ruth Circle
Quilters/Stitchers
Krause Room

Each Wednesday, 9 am
Horticulture
8 am, Coffee
Krause Room

Junior Church
(Kindergarten – 4th Grade)
Junior Church is held during
the 9:00 am worship service
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TIME TO ORDER UPPER ROOM
DISCIPLINES FOR 2022!
We will be taking orders until
December 12: $11/regular print and
$13/large print.
If you are interested, please sign up
at the Welcome Desk. We will place
the order that week based on the
number of copies pre-ordered.

Christmas Tea
This year UMW will host a Christmas Tea in honor of
the Choirs and Ramos Family. The Tea will be held
on Sunday, December 19. We need donations of 3
dozen homemade cookies. We are asking for 3 dozen
cookies so that a cookie plate can be delivered to the
shut-ins of the church as well.
The cookies should be at church on Saturday, December 18 by 9 am. UMW
will maintain COVID precautions for the safety of all.
Thank you,
Sandy Patrick and Nancy Weston

Union Methodist live stream services
can be accessed through
https://www.youtube.com/user/
Kent5122
or later through YouTube
Union United Methodist Church,
Belleville, Illinois
Live stream services at
9 am and 11:15 am

Senior High Youth

MOMSConnect will meet on
Sunday, November 21
from 10:00 –12:00.
The children will finish
Sunday School and join
Miss Donna on the children’s floor.

Any questions, please contact
Stephanie Pierce at 618-406-7960
or Stephanie.pierce40@gmail.com.

Sunday
7 pm at Journey
with Sandy Merrill
(618) 789-3151 or
journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com

Tidings
Union United Methodist Church
721 East Main Street
Belleville, Illinois 62220
618-233-6375

Recognition of Babies
Sunday, December 5
at the 9:00 service
Please email Sheri
(sheri@unionumc.org ) your child’s
name and if you plan to attend by
Tuesday, November 30.

Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither
Thel Lemons, Editor
Contributors may attach copy to email
or text the information
to the editor:
chefthel@aol.com
618/530-8435

Upcoming Tidings
deadlines (10:00 am):
December 6
January 3, 2022

MOMSConnect is pleased to
announce special $5.00 and $10.00
gift cards are available from Scrip
until December 31, or until supplies
last.
The next Shop with Scrip days are
December 5 (orders delivered
December 12) and December 12
(orders delivered December 19).
Order forms are available in the
Welcome Center.

Angel Breakfast - (Age 3 to 12)
Families are invited to attend the
Angel Breakfast on Saturday,
December 4, from 8:30 – 9:45.
This is a beautiful tradition to make
with your family. Come enjoy
eating pancakes, sausage, making
a nativity craft and hearing the
Christmas story to start your
Christmas season. Registration will
be open online starting Monday,
November 15th.

For All That Is
The peaceful stream, the dancing leaf,
the breeze that rollicks in the grain,
the warmth of sun, the towering
wave, the cool refreshment of the
rain; we thank you, O God.
We catch our breath at your glory, we
fall to our knees in adoration.
We thank you, O God.
The touch of grace, the hint of
heaven, the healing balm that eases
pain, the broken bread, the saving
cup, the sacrament we can’t explain.
We thank you, O God.
The birthing breath, the dying sigh,
the holy cycle you ordain. For every
second, for every instant, we
give you thanks, O God.
Taylor Davis
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JOURNEY UMC
900 NORTH STATE STREET
FREEBURG, IL 62243
618-710-0224
WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG

Continuing the Journey
What’s Happening in Freeburg
We continue to seek ways to impact the community and area. Here are a few ways we have done that recently:
 Our Feed the Kids ministry has begun again. Each Friday, 52 families of Freeburg students receive a bag of
groceries to help them through the weekend.
 Twelve people supported the October yoga event at Journey that raised donations for a newly remodeled art
therapy room at the Violence Prevention Center of Southwestern Illinois.
 Youth group is meeting most Sunday evenings.
 We used our sign out front to encourage the high school cross country and football teams in their state-level
competitions.
 We had a church fall festival that provided fellowship
Here are some things we are looking forward to:
Nov 21 – Mike Olson preaching
Nov 22 – GriefShare Event: Surviving the Holidays, 5 pm
Nov 28 – Hanging of the Greens, 11 am following worship
Dec 4 – Smithton Lighted Parade, 5 pm
Dec 5 – Kyle Reaka preaching
Dec 13 – GriefShare Event: Blue Christmas, 6 pm

“Cathy O”

Cathy Obernuefemann
Journey Worship Leader

Every Week
Sunday Worship, 10:15 am
Youth group meets Sundays at 7 pm with Sandy Merrill (618)789-3151 or journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com
Griefshare continues most Monday evenings. For more info, contact Christine Lippert at (618) 558-3818 or
christine@troyumc.org

Grieving?
Know someone who is?
When you are grieving a loved ones' death,
the holiday season can be especially
painful.
Our Surviving the Holidays seminar helps
participants prepare for the holidays and
even discover hope for the future.

Surviving the Holiday

Monday, November 22
5:00 – 7:00 pm
Journey Church, Freeburg

christine@troyumc.org

BLUE CHRISTMAS
A service of remembrance and hope
Monday, December 13
6:00 – 7:00 pm
Journey Church, Freeburg
Poinsettias
order forms will be available at
Welcome Desk
beginning November 21.
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We did not have a UMW meeting in
November. Our last unit meeting of the year
will be December 8 at 10:30 am in McKinley
Hall. Elizabeth Circle will present a Christmas
program and lunch will follow.
Executive board members Please attend our planning meeting on December 1 at
9:30 am in Room 407. During this meeting we will
plan our programs and budget for 2022. Please look over
the current budget; come with any ideas or suggestions
for fundraisers and mission organizations to support.
LAST CALL! The deadline for early registration for UMW
Assembly in Orlando, May 20-22, 2022 is November 30!

THANK YOU, church family, for your support of the UMW
Cold Weather Drive! The response was GREAT! A
special shout out to Pearl Spies for planning and
advertising this event and Connie Stein for collecting,
sorting, and bagging the donated items. They are a
dynamic duo!
There is a continuing need for men’s Large and ExtraLarge coats in the food pantry.
The UMW Christmas Tea is December 19. Please see
the article from Nancy and Sandy for more details.
I wish you all a joyous Thanksgiving! If you are traveling
over the holiday, please be safe.
Blessings,
Jenny

Thel Lemons will host Elizabeth Circle’s December
meeting in her home. Please note the date and time
change—11 am for a light lunch on December 14. We will
collect a free will offering to support our Christmas
projects.
Miriam Circle has two more meetings scheduled for this
year: Friday, November 19 and December 17. Come join
us for fellowship.
Officers for 2022
Chair-Marvina Lee
Vice Chair of Programs-Barb Cleland
Vice Chair of Hosting-Doris Wiemers
Secretary-Sue Davis
Sunshine Treasurer-Sandy Kuehn
Chaplain-Mary Peck
Tidings Reporter-Pearl SpiesTelephone
Communications-Jean Thomas

UMW expresses deepest appreciation to all
who contributed warm items for those in
need. As the weather turns colder many
people will be grateful for your generosity. This
is a caring and compassionate congregation.
God's Blessings

UMW Calendar

December 1, 9:30
UMW Planning/Budget Meeting, Room 407
December 8
9:30
UMW Executive Board Meeting Room 407
10:30
UMW Meeting/Program McKinley Hall

UMW Christmas Meeting, December 8
All women of the church—their daughters,
daughters-in-law, sisters, friends and
neighbors—are invited to UMW’s Christmas
program and lunch. Elizabeth Circle has had a
good time planning the program and held
interesting discussions answering the question
“What if Three Wise Women
Had Followed the Star?”
Please join us on December 8 to find out!
Come for fellowship, lunch served by Deborah
and Ruth Circles and a thought-provoking, but
fun, program!

Mary’s Circle will NOT meet on
November 21
as MOMSConnect will be meeting
on that date from 10:00 - noon.
The next Mary’s Circle meeting will be on January 16.

Thank You!
Thank you to all who contributed to
Soles 4 Souls. We collected 174 pairs of shoes to
help those in need in our area.

Doris Wiemers

Dear church family,
Thank you for all the prayers and cards during my
recent surgery for a diaphragmatic hernia. I wouldn’t
have made it through this if it wasn’t for the love and
support of my church family. Also a special “thank you”
for those that brought food after I returned home from
Rehab. I am truly blessed with so many wonderful
friends.
Arlene Glaeser
—Bob Goff

5

Visitation and Other Good Stuff
with Dr. Joe Scheets
As we all navigate this semi-post-pandemic era together, I invite you to join me in two quick glances back. May they
remind us of where we have been and how God remains faithful in the midst of everything. And we are surely wading
through a lot of everything!
First, as promised here previously, Rev. Allen Miller (currently pastor of our UMC in Columbia, IL) has this to say
about Union's influence on him and his ministry --1. UMYF - Bill Pyatt, Dick Frette, Jay Krumeich, Holly Wood. Sanctuary Choir. Bell Choir. Saturday Morning
Breakfast: local missions. Mrs. West Sunday School Class. Just an incredible, loving church family! So thankful to
be raised there! I love them all. So many good times.
2. Answered my Call, beginning with Myrtle West when I was in third grade Sunday School Class. Rev. Ed Sadler
baptized and confirmed me. 1982. Holy Spirit Moment! So many senior pastors and associate pastors as well as
church members loved me and encouraged me in my Call as well as my development as a Christian.
3. Fun Fact: Rev. Ed Sadler was a pastor at Columbia Bethany in the past! I am the pastor at Columbia Bethany
now. Several remember Pastor Ed Sadler fondly at Columbia Bethany.
Second, in case you missed our Charge Conference on Sunday, October 2021, here's part of my report as a
Retired Pastor (yes, we still get to fill in forms on a regular basis!) --Funerals
Rollie Heidenreich 1.16.21
Wm. McKinley 2.27.21
Joe Dunn 3.23.21
Priscilla Horsey 5.15.21
Arlette Lokken 5.21.21
L.R. Quirin 6.10.21
Marie Birkner 7.14.21
Ruth Quirin 7.21.21
Jim Grissom 8.08.21
Lucas Klingelhoefer 9.03.21
Other Pastoral Functions
Visitation as COVID-19 restrictions and cautions permit
Bible Studies & Small Groups
Preaching
Joe’s Weekly Letters with Devotional and Puzzle Pages, and a cover letter from me
Fresh-Brewed Daily devotional blogs online every morning
Joe's Notebook blogs online every evening
Tuesday Bible Study videos online weekly
Wednesday Wonderful Words of Life videos online weekly
Life Lyrics videos online weekly starting tomorrow
Coaching a pastor at the request of our District Superintendent
Covenant Group & Music Ministry with The Rivers of Life Clergy Band
…and other ministries as invited/needed.
Looking ahead, you're invited to be part of the Tuesday Bible Study on "Happiness & Holiness" with John Wesley,
and yours truly in person, on November 23 at 2 pm in Room 407 in our church building.
Yours in Christ,
Dr. Joe
Visitation & Other Good Stuff
and check out my daily blog:
www.joescheets.com
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19, 9 am
Service of Lessons and Carols
with the Sanctuary Choir
and Ramos Family Strings

MUSIC TIDINGS
O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the
rock of our salvation! Let us come into his presence with
thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
Psalm 95:1-2

The UMW Christmas Tea will
follow the service

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21

MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES
Handbell choir rehearses
Thursdays at 7:30 pm in the
music room
Children's choir rehearses on Sunday
morning from 9:50 -10:20 in Room 205
Sanctuary Choir will rehearse
Wednesdays
in December at 7:30 pm in the sanctuary
Crosswalk rehearses Sundays in the
Chapel at 12

9 am - Special Music - "For the Beauty of the Earth"- arr. McDonald
Quartet: Mary MacIntire, Cindy Bloomer, Don DeJarnett, Steve Bloomer
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "The Grandeur of It All", Mark 13:1-8
Joyful Noise will sing: "Thank You, God"
Jubilation handbells will ring
"Simple Gifts"- arr. Geschke
"We Gather Together"- arr.Kinyon
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28 - FIRST SUNDAY in ADVENT
9 am - Special Music - "Breath of Heaven"- Grant/Larson
Duet: Mary MacIntire and Katherine Eckert
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Mary"; Luke 1:26-38

CROSSWALK
Sundays at 11:15
Chapel

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5 - SECOND SUNDAY in ADVENT
9 am - Special Music - "How Far Is it to Bethlehem?"- Pethel
Quartet: Bette Frette, Carol Morey, Perry Danford, Bill Morey
with flutist: Cheryl Schaefer
Rev. Gaither’s sermon: “Tear Down the Heavens”; Isaiah 64:1-9

