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And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch
over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will
cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a
Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. (Luke 2:8-11)
The shepherds in the Christmas story fascinate me. They were casual
bystanders just out doing their “thing” when these angels drop in on
them. “Do not be afraid…” what an understatement that must have
been.
Shepherds in Jesus’ time were nomadic people who were not part of the upper crust of the
society. The author on Telling the truth.org writes:
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In that cultural context, shepherds were nomadic lowlifes. When the gospels tell
us that there were shepherds living out in the fields, that’s exactly what it means.
They had to live by their wits in a rugged wilderness. They were rough folk who
were always on the move, never putting down roots.
God has a way of using ordinary people in extraordinary ways. In the Christmas story there
are so many ordinary people: Mary, Joseph, an inn keeper and the shepherds are just some of
the cast of characters of everyday people that God used for the story of Jesus’ birth.
God has used over these past almost two years nurses, doctors, truck drivers, front line
workers who have worked through COVID to do extraordinary things.
God still uses ordinary people like you and me to make an impact in the world we live in. God
uses imperfect, flawed, or regular people to bring the Good News into the world. Do not ever
think that the small and large ways you speak kindness, forgive or even love another people is
a “simple” act.
Where does God want to use you today? What extraordinary thing is God calling you to do
today? Happy Advent!

Second Wednesday
10:30 am
United Methodist Women
McKinley Center
(no meetings January,
June, July, and November)

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm
United Methodist Men
Krause Room

Harvey
Each Thursday 9:00 am
Ruth Circle
Quilters/Stitchers
Krause Room

Each Wednesday, 9 am
Horticulture
8 am, Coffee
Krause Room

Junior Church
(Kindergarten – 4th Grade)
Junior Church is held during
the 9:00 am worship service
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TIME TO ORDER UPPER ROOM
DISCIPLINES FOR 2022!
We will be taking orders until
December 12: $11/regular print and
$13/large print.
If you are interested, please sign up
at the Welcome Desk. We will place
the order that week based on the
number of copies pre-ordered.

Christmas Tea
This year UMW will host a Christmas Tea in honor of
the Choirs and Ramos Family. The Tea will be held
on Sunday, December 19. We need donations of 3
dozen homemade cookies. We are asking for 3 dozen
cookies so that a cookie plate can be delivered to the
shut-ins of the church as well.
The cookies should be at church on Saturday, December 18 by 9 am. UMW
will maintain COVID precautions for the safety of all.
Thank you,
Sandy Patrick and Nancy Weston

Union Methodist live stream services
can be accessed through
https://www.youtube.com/user/
Kent5122
or later through YouTube
Union United Methodist Church,
Belleville, Illinois
9 am and 11:15 am

Senior High Youth
Sunday
7 pm at Journey
with Sandy Merrill
(618) 789-3151 or
journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com

Tidings
Union United Methodist Church
721 East Main Street
Belleville, Illinois 62220
618-233-6375
Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither

The altar flower calendar for 2022
is available at the Welcome Desk.
You can email or call the church
office as well. Sign up for as many
Sundays as you wish.
Flowers are $20.00 each.

Liturgists needed
for the 9:00 worship service
To volunteer to read scripture,
please contact Danny Nollman at:
nollmandl@att.net or
618-235-6873 (always leave a
message) and let him know your
availability.

You can now save your
aluminum can tops for
the Ronald McDonald
house - and drop them
off at the Welcome
Center.
Any questions, please
contact Stephanie Pierce at
618-406-7960 or
(Stephanie.pierce40@gmail.com)

Poinsettias
December 13 is deadline
for poinsettia orders

Thel Lemons, Editor
Contributors may attach copy to email
or text the information
to the editor:
chefthel@aol.com
618/530-8435

Upcoming Tidings
deadlines (10:00 am):
January 3
February 14
March 21

BLUE CHRISTMAS
A service of remembrance and hope
Monday, December 13
6:00 – 7:00 pm
Journey Church, Freeburg
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Refugee Collection
The war in Afghanistan lasted 20 years,
our longest war by far for the United
States. Out of that war are countless
stories of the human and economic toll that
affected both the U.S. and Afghanistan.
There are refugees from that war-torn
region moving into the Metro east area.
The Metro East Christian Fellowship
church is gathering supplies for those
refugees. Chris Bersett is a member of that
church and also is one of our regular
quilters on Thursdays.

Please check out the flyer in the Tidings
that lists items that are needed. Just bring
them to church, and we will get them to the
church that is collecting the items. The
charity that handles the collection is Oasis
4 Refugees. I have included the link to this
organization as well so you can check
them out.
Thank you in advance in this giving season
for your love and care to those in need!
http://www.oasis4refugees.org/index.php

(Infant – 5th Grade)
MOMSConnect will be meeting on Sunday, January 9
from 10:00 – 12:00. The children will finish Sunday
School and join Miss Donna on the children’s floor.

MOMSConnect is pleased to announce special
$5.00 and $10.00 gift cards are available from Scrip
until December 31, or until supplies last.
The last Shop with Scrip day before Christmas is
December 12 (orders delivered December 19). Order
forms are available in the Welcome Center.
MOMSConnect Fun!
We learned about being thankful while making our
placements for Thanksgiving. “I am thankful for”…..

The January Shop with Scrip will be Sunday,
January 2, 2022.
Any questions, please contact Stephanie Pierce at
618-406-7960 or Stephanie.pierce40@gmail.com.
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JOURNEY UMC
900 NORTH STATE STREET
FREEBURG, IL 62243
618-710-0224
WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG

Continuing the Journey
What’s Happening in Freeburg
Thanks to a great volunteer crew, we had a float in the Smithton Lighted Parade on December 4th. We had so much
fun, heard many compliments and actually received a 3rd place cash prize and recognition for our efforts. Here’s the
story…
We have been in the Freeburg Homecoming Parade before, but not recently. The Obernuefemann family got a sideby-side and trailer earlier this year. It’s mostly for running around Smithton and playing in the woods at the farm
where I grew up in Randolph County. But we were thinking of other things we could do with it – including using it in a
parade.
Funny aside: Back in September when Union had the anniversary celebration, the trailer was used to haul Journey’s
bell (from the original Freeburg United Methodist Church that closed in the 1970s) to Union and back. On the way
back, the clapper wasn’t secured, so it rang from Belleville to Freeburg – ha! I said that would be neat on a float. My
guys said it would ruin people’s hearing!
A lighted parade was thrown together last year in Smithton as a way to lift spirits when we felt mostly trapped at
home. Other communities have done them, but it wasn’t something that had ever been done in Smithton. It wound
through multiple neighborhoods – came right by our house – and took hours. People loved it so much that they asked
for it again this year, but last year’s was too long. This year they used the traditional Homecoming parade route,
which runs from the park to Highway 159 then goes north, ending at Casey’s – much of the main route through town.
Enter Sandy and a crew of volunteers who threw something together in the past couple of weeks. You can see
pictures on our Facebook page, but I’ll do my best to describe it. First came a snow plow with “Let it Snow” in white
lights. “Snow” was flashing. The snow plow was attached to our side-by-side, which was wrapped in colored lights.
We had Chris Tomlin Christmas music piping. I was walking alongside with a microphone, sometimes singing along
with Chris and sometimes wishing people a Merry Christmas. On the trailer – with many more lights - was a wooden
structure and a live nativity comprised of several of our youth group. A lighted star was on top of the structure.
We had several walkers passing out Journey info cards and throwing candy and had Journey banners and scripture
on the sides. On the back of the float – behind the wooden structure - were a Christmas tree and a lighted cross – not
the one in front of our worship space but a smaller one that we also have. And the Rogers family has a garage big
enough that we could tuck the whole trailer in for decorating and storage.
There were lots of people along the parade route, and it was fun to see familiar faces. There were smiles and well
wishes. It was a great night! I hope and pray that we attracted people to Journey, but more importantly that we
attracted them to Jesus, the most important reason for the season and the source of our everlasting hope.
Now to un-decorate the float…
Looking Ahead:
Dec 13 – GriefShare Event: Blue Christmas, 6 pm
Dec 24 – Christmas Eve Worship, 5 pm

“Cathy O”

Cathy Obernuefemann
Journey Worship Leader
Every Week
Sunday Worship, 10:15 am
Youth group meets Sundays at 7 pm with Sandy Merrill (618)789-3151 or journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com
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Journey’s float in the Smithton Lighted Parade

The Union UMC float in the recent Santa Parade was
received well by the many folks watching. The project was
started by the Horticulture Group but was quickly moved to
completion by many others.
A big THANKS goes to Eckerts for the use of a wagon, to
Jason Poole for the use of the City garage, to the
Evangelism Committee for their hard work and supplies, to
Pastor Gaither for his support, and especially to the
members who decorated, marched with or rode the float to
show our church's love of God.
The Horticulture Club
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THANK YOU, ANGEL BREAKFAST HELPERS
Saturday, December 4th we kicked off the Advent season with the “Angel Breakfast” hosting 20 children and 21 adults
as our special guests. The children’s craft was a nativity scene that they created out of old Christmas cards and tree
cookie cutters.
It took cooks, servers, crafters, singers and a storyteller to help kick off this meaningful morning. Thank you to those
who donated their time on Friday and Saturday: Donna Shock, Dick Frette, Sarah and Thom Peters, Billy and Julee
Baysinger, Jerry Sauerwein, Sheri Hill, Dave Philip, Jen Weiland, Lisa Melton, Dan Nollman, Mark Wehrmeyer, Brent
Gravois, Jim Eckert, Terry Mueth, Joe Milton, Mike Callaghan, Karl and Jordyn Walz. If I missed anyone, please accept
my apologies. Blessings,
JANE PETERS
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We had a very productive planning meeting on Wednesday, December 1. We discussed several new
ministries and fundraisers for 2022.
Because of the ongoing concerns about COVID and increasing variants, we decided to exchange our
monthly visit to Four Fountains Nursing facility for a monthly card ministry. Each month, a circle will send
out cards to UMW members and our shut-ins. We are reviewing and updating our membership roster and
directory to compile a master mailing list. We plan to start this new ministry in January 2022. We may send a gift
basket of bingo prizes to Four Fountains a couple times a year.
Once our mailing list is updated, we will send out UMW minutes, notes and updates to ALL UMW members. Not
everyone attends unit meetings or circle meetings, so I hope this will ensure more information is getting out to our
UMW members. If you have/use e-mail, we will e-mail information to you; if you do not have e-mail, we will send
information via USPS.
Another new ministry for 2022 is using the church van to pick up UMW members who no longer drive for the monthly
general meeting (8 a year). We are coordinating van drivers. For now, Karen Milton will serve as our point of contact for
scheduling van pickup. Please call her at 618-971-5079 or e-mail sewwutt4@aol.com. We will need at least 3-4 riders
to use the van. For 1-2 people, we will arrange individual pickup. Please schedule your pick up by Monday before the
general meeting on Wednesday. This ministry will begin in February 2022 as there is no UMW general meeting in
January.
NEW UMW meeting start time for 2022 – 10 am in McKinley Hall. We will have a brief business meeting followed by a
program and lunch. NO executive board meeting.
We are planning 2 major fundraisers for 2022. For the NFL Super Bowl on February 13, we are planning a ‘Soup-er
Bowl!’ We will sell assorted types and quantities of soups. For our fall fundraiser, we plan a quilt show and luncheon.
Stay tuned for more details on these new activities!
We will wrap up our 2021 activities with the UMW Christmas Tea on December 19 to honor our choirs, musicians, and
wonderful music program of Union UMC. This is one of my favorite events of the year. Please join us for a wonderful
church service with the Ramos family and our beautiful Christmas tea!

Blessing to all for a joyous Christmas!

Blessings,
Jenny

Thel Lemons will host Elizabeth Circle’s December meeting in her home. Please note the date and time change—11
am for a light lunch on December 14. We will collect a free will offering to support our Christmas projects.

Miriam's next meeting is a celebration on December 17 at Marvina's house, 2402 Pro Tour Drive, in the Orchards
Neighborhood. The gathering will start at 11:30 and include a lunch of appetizers, soups. salads, and desserts. If you
have not signed up to come, we would love to have you. Please call Marvina so that we will have the table set for you.
Also, remember to bring a wrapped $5 gift for the "Gift Grab" game. Thankfully we can enjoy the Christmas gathering
together this year!
Marvina Lee, 618-910-9772 or marvey@charter.net
UMW Calendar of Events
December 18
December 19

Cookies to church for Tea, 9 am
UMW Christmas Tea
NO UMW general meeting in January

February 7
February 9
February 13
March 7
March 9

Reserve Church Van for pickup
General Meeting 10:00 am
Souper Bowl Fundraiser
Reserve Church van for pickup
General Meeting 10:00 am

Karen Milton
McKinley Hall
Karen Milton
McKinley Hall

The next Mary’s Circle meeting will
be on January 16.

—Bob Goff
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Kid on the Go (1st – 4th Grade)
and Junior High Youth (5th – 8th)
We are celebrating the New Year
on Sunday, January 9
from 12:00 – 2:00.
We will have pizza, play games, watch a movie and just
have fun! We hope you can join us in celebrating the
New Year! Please RSVP by Sunday, January 2
to donna@unionumc.org. We look forward to having
fun getting together and getting back to church!

Join us for coffee and fellowship
in McKinley Hall
following 9:00 am worship.

Preschool Sunday School Fun!
While learning about King Saul and the keys to obeying, we made
crowns.

Visitation and Other Good Stuff
with Dr. Joe Scheets

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas is the first part
of an old song that has us looking around and going,
“Yeah. No kidding.” And that’s good.
Everywhere you go is the rest of that song’s opening line,
and it’s probably true wherever you are as you’re reading
this. And that’s good, too.
Still a few things to do to get ready for Christmas? Same
here. In the midst of it all, let’s listen to what a friend of
mine, Bill Coker, advises --This Christmas, as you set up the manger scene on
your coffee table or mantel, and from time to time
you stop to admire those little figures that represent
the characters in this greatest of all dramas,
remember that they were real people. And give
thanks. God used those simple people of faith who
were willing to be available.
--- Join me in praying for a fresh sense of wonder this
Christmas. And let’s ask God to use us to share the
exceedingly good news of the birth of Christ Jesus.
There is so much to celebrate! Everywhere you go!
Yours in Christ,
Dr. Joe
Visitation & Other Good Stuff
and check out my daily blog:
www.joescheets.com

December 1 UMW Planning Meeting
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MUSIC TIDINGS

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
4 pm - UNION UMC
worship service with the
Crosswalk Praise Team
5 pm - JOURNEY UMC, Freeburg
worship service with the
Journey Praise Team and Pastor Harvey
11 pm - UNION UMC

traditional worship service
with the Sanctuary Choir:
"Still, Still, Still"- arr. Luboff
Handbell Choir

And the angel said to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you
good news of a great joy which will come to all the people; for to
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord. And this shall be a sign for you; you will find a babe
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and
saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom
he is pleased!
Luke 2:10-14
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12

9 am - Special Music - "Shepherds Shake Off Your Drowsy Sleep"
Men's Quartet: Michael Woodruff, Perry Danford,
Jim Eckert, and Steve Bloomer
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Comfort My People"; Isai ah 40:1-11
Joyful Noise will sing: "Shine, Advent Carol, Shine" - arr. Schafferman

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19

9 am - SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS
with the SANCTUARY CHOIR and the
RAMOS FAMILY STRINGS
Rev. Gaither's message: "Dressed in Righteousness"
The UMW Christmas Tea will follow the service

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26

CROSSWALK
Sundays at 11:15
Chapel

9 am - Special Music - "Angels' Carol" - Rutter
Duet: Mary MacIntire and Katherine Eckert
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "God Builds the House", 2 Samuel 7:1- 11,16

SUNDAY, JANUARY 2

9 am - Special Music with Kathy Hahn
Rev. Gaither's sermon: “Lavish Grace”, Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19
Communion

