“Developing Followers of Jesus Christ to Serve the World”

Tidings
Union United Methodist Church, Belleville, IL

March 24, 2022

Tower Restoration Project
Our tower has been leaking for ten plus years. Many
unsuccessful attempts have been made to find and stop the
leaks. In the summer of 2021, the trustees consulted
Randy Warnecke, a restoration expert. He recommends
adding a stainless steel edging to fill a gap, tuck pointing
and sealing. He will concentrate on the top twelve feet and
other areas as needed. Due to the difficulty in safely
working in the tower area, a crane and a man bucket are
necessary. The cost of renting the crane is $1800 per day,
and is projected not to exceed 10 days. If fewer days are
needed the cost will be reduced accordingly. With
Administrative Council approval, the trustees scheduled
Warnecke Building and Restoration INC to do the work in the fall of 2022. The total cost of
restoration will not exceed $39,435.
The large stained glass windows coverings have become opaque with age, making the
windows barely visible. The trustees have approved the covering of these windows with ¼
inch tempered glass. A frame will be built with sealing done in all joints. After contacting
several window companies, it was concluded that Emel Frei is the only company that does
this work. The total cost is $13,845.
Painting of the interior walls after all work is finished will cost $1190.
The total cost is $54,470. A fund named “Tower Project” has been established. $3000 has
already been given. We ask for your financial support in this project. Any funds received
over the “Tower Project” will be put toward future trustee projects. Whether paying by check
or on –line, please indicate “Tower Project” on the memo line.
The trustees thank you for your continuing support.
Marvina Lee, Mike Callaghan, Jim Maule, David Braswell, Kay MacIntire,
Joe Melton, Mark Tiemann, Joe Milton, and Jerry Koerkenmeier
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Second Wednesday
10:30 am
United Methodist Women
McKinley Center
(no meetings January,
June, July, and November)

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm
United Methodist Men
Krause Room

Each Thursday 9:00 am
Ruth Circle
Quilters/Stitchers
Krause Room

Each Wednesday, 9 am
Horticulture
8 am, Coffee
Krause Room

Junior Church
(Kindergarten – 4th Grade)
Junior Church is held during
the 9:00 am worship service
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You can now save your
aluminum can tops for
the Ronald McDonald
house - and drop them off
at the Welcome Center.
Any questions, please
contact Stephanie Pierce at
618-406-7960 or
(Stephanie.pierce40@gmail.com)

Lenten Services
Below are the Lenten service dates, scriptures and sermon titles for our
Lenten worship services that will all take place at 6:30 pm. All the services
will take place at Union, except one that will be at our Freeburg Campus at
Journey on April 6.
Lenten Sermon Series - “The Call to “I AM”: A Five-Part Lenten Series”

Union Methodist live stream services
can be accessed through
https://www.youtube.com/user/
Kent5122
or later through YouTube
Union United Methodist Church,
Belleville, Illinois

MARCH 30 - 6:30 pm
Rev. Harvey Gaither: "I Am the Good Shepherd"; John 10:11-18
soloist: Julie Callaghan
APRIL 6 - 6:30 pm
Rev. Harvey Gaither: "I Am the Resurrection and the Life"; John 11:17-27
Service at Journey in Freeburg; music by Journey Praise Band

Live stream services at
9 am and 11:15 am
MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE, APRIL 14, 7 pm
Senior High Youth
Sunday
7 pm at Journey
with Sandy Merrill
(618) 789-3151 or
journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com

SANCTUARY CHOIR anthem:
"O Dearest, Lord, Thy Sacred Head" -arr. Johnson
with flutist: Isabella Soldana
quartet: Mary MacIntire, Natalie Gravois, Michael Woodruff, Jim Eckert
Jubilation Handbells
Communion

Tidings
Union United Methodist Church
721 East Main Street
Belleville, Illinois 62220
618-233-6375
Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither

The Easter Tea sponsored by UWF will be held on
Palm Sunday, April 10, 2022. UWF is requesting
members of the congregation donate two dozen
homemade cookies to this event. Left over cookies
will be delivered to shut-ins from our church.
Thank you for your generous support,
Sandy Patrick and Nancy Weston

Thel Lemons, Editor
Contributors may attach copy to email
or text the information
to the editor:
chefthel@aol.com
618/530-8435

Upcoming Tidings
deadlines (10:00 am):
April 25
May 23

Holy Communion Update
With the Covid virus beginning to come more under control in this area, we
will move to a hybrid approach to Holy Communion on Sunday, April 3.
We will continue to offer the packets of juice and bread for those who wish to
remain in their seats for communion. We will offer juice at the altar rail and
packets of bread up front for those who wish to come up front for communion.
We hope that you will choose to take communion in the way that you are
comfortable as we move forward and ahead.
Thank you! Harvey
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Foam/Sundae Party KOTG, MOMSConnect,
Junior High Families
We will have a foam and sundae
party on Sunday, April 24 from 1 – 3. The cost is $10.00
per person and will be collected the day of the event. The
more the merrier for this event. Additional details will be
provided closer to the date.
Please let us know by Sunday, April 10 if you will
attend: donna@unionumc.org.

(Infant – 5th Grade)
MOMSConnect will not meet in April. Our next meeting
will be Sunday, May 15 from 10 - 12. The children will
join Miss Donna and Miss Becky on the children’s floor
after Sunday School.

JOURNEY UMC
900 NORTH STATE STREET
FREEBURG, IL 62243
618-710-0224
WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG

Continuing the Journey
What’s Happening in Freeburg
We were saddened to hear of the passing of one of our
regular Journey attendees. We hosted the family and
friends of John “Jack” Tolan of Freeburg / New Athens
in a celebration of his life on March 5th. He was a
wonderful guy – not because he grew up playing
baseball in New Athens with Whitey Herzog or because
he served our country in WWII, but because he passed
along his faith and family values and his sunny
disposition to everyone around him. He is missed!
Please remember his beloved wife, Mardell, and their
family as they journey on without his physical presence.

Scrip Order will be Sunday, April 3. All orders are
collected (check or exact cash) 10:00-10:15 (new time!)
at the Welcome Desk.

After being without a regular drummer since before the
pandemic (and our fill-in had the nerve to go away to
college!), we are delighted to have Tim Lee back with
us. Many Union people knew Tim as one of the Union
janitors, but he had also drummed for us in 2015-16
when we had two services each Sunday and
sometimes as a fill-in when our regular drummer was
out of town. After the long, hard season we’ve been
through, Tim feels like an answer to prayer! We don’t
“need” drums to worship, but it helps us stay together
and is more fun.

Please visit www.shopwithscrip.com for a full list of
retailers. Cards will be delivered on Sunday, April 10.

We are looking forward to seeing many of you at
upcoming events, as listed below in “Looking Ahead”.

MOMSConnect

Any questions, please contact Stephanie Pierce at
618-406-7960 or Stephanie.pierce40@gmail.com.

“Cathy O”

Cathy Obernuefemann
Journey Worship Leader

DONATIONS ACCEPTED
The church is replacing the flooring in the Krause Room
area at a total cost of about $9,000.
Anyone interested in donating to this project, please
place a check with “Krause floor” on the memo line in the
offering plate or mail to the church office. Thank you for
your continued support of Union UMC and our missions.

EASTER LILIES will be used to
decorate our church. The order forms
are available at the Welcome Desk.
Each plant costs $15.00. You can
purchase a lily in honor or memory of
a loved one.
Form and payment are due in the office by Monday,
April 11.

Looking Ahead:
March 30: Yoga class at Journey benefiting Treehouse
Wildlife Center, 6 pm. For more information, contact
Sandy Merrill at (618) 789-3151.
April 3: Pound auction fundraiser for youth mission trip
featuring a meal by Joe’s Pizza & Pasta, at Union, 5
pm. $10 per person. Reservations required by March
29 to Becky Keiser (618) 795-0317 or Sandy Merrill
(618) 789-3151.
April 6: Lenten worship hosted at Journey, 6:30 pm
Every Week
Sunday Worship, 10:15 am
Youth group meets most Sundays at 7 pm with Sandy
Merrill (618)789-3151 or
journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com
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Two items for reflection on two events that came about last week: the first is from our Bishop,
Frank Beard; the second is a letter sent out from Rev. Nick Jordan to the Bethel United
Methodist Church in Mascoutah, IL. ( I asked if I could borrow it, it does a great job of reflecting
on both events.)

Harvey

First, Bishop Beard:
Here is the link to Bishop Beard’s letter: Invitation to a Clergy Conversation with Bishop Beard (constantcontact.com)

Greetings!
The Judicial Council will make the decision regarding delegates and whether we continue with the
2020 elected delegates. Our Annual Conference will abide by the decision of the Judicial Council.
Either way, we determine our representatives from the IGRC.
There is no need to get your congregation to make a decision about departing from the United
Methodist Church. The Global Methodist Church does NOT have any agreement with the United
Methodist Church and ALL ASSETS are still held “In Trust” and will not be released apart from our
current annual conference disaffiliation process. Congregations do not need to make any decisions at
this point.
Clergy and Laity are reminded that our vows are to uphold the church and not to harm the church in
any way. Any individual can surrender their credentials or remove their membership at any time and
for any reason. There is, however, no provision for folks wanting to separate and take people and
property with them, apart from our disaffiliation process. My advice is to be patient because making a
“rushed decision” could be costly and harmful to everyone.
Let’s focus on our mission! This is a great opportunity to share the GOOD NEWS of Jesus Christ and
to offer hope to a confused world. You just may be the only Jesus some folks will ever see. Lift up
Jesus so that folks will come to his light.
Finally, sisters and brothers, let us recommit ourselves to be the best representatives of Jesus Christ,
and the IGRC, that we can be. Let us model for our denomination and for our communities what
Christian love is all about. The apostle Paul reminds us that “Love does not demand its own way.”
Love also promotes hope. Let us bear the good news that in spite of pandemic, the growing threat of a
world war, the invasion in the Ukraine, problems on every hand, that Jesus Christ is still Lord, and he
still has each of us in his capable loving hands.
I remain committed to serving all and loving all for the sake of the good news of the gospel of Jesus
Christ. I invite each of you to do the same.
God Bless,
Bishop Beard
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And from Rev. Nick Jordan to the Bethel United Methodist Church in Mascoutah, IL.

Beloved Bethel,
[Before I begin, it might be a good idea for you to read our Bishop Frank Beard’s letter on all this.]
The General Conference of the United Methodist Church will not happen until 2024. General
Conference is the global gathering of United Methodists, usually meeting every four years to revitalize
our shared mission, to set strategic direction for the denomination, and to codify that work by revising
The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church. In 2016 the General Conference set an
agenda for coming years to discern if unity was possible, or if denominational breakup would be
necessary due to our seemingly irreconcilable differences. In 2019 a special General Conference
sustained United Methodism’s traditional teachings on marriage and sexuality, sharpened
consequences for pastors who choose to perform same-sex weddings, and provided a slightly less
narrow door of exit for congregations who desire to leave the denomination. The 2020 General
Conference, at which it was expected that terms of divorce for a splitting denomination would be
agreed upon, was postponed by COVID and its repercussions to 2021, then 2022, and now 2024.
Why the split? Since the 1968 merger of earlier Methodist and Wesleyan denominations into the
United Methodist Church, the UMC has been a “big tent,” bringing together diverse groups of people
worldwide to make disciples of Jesus together. The great thing about that big tent is that we can do
tremendous work together for God’s kingdom. The challenge is that our unity has been almost
continually fraying since our inception, with our mix of theological (and political) conservatives,
moderates, and liberals/progressives following Jesus together.
In truth our current conflict over church teaching on sexuality and gender is only the most recent
presenting symptom of a deeper chronic ailment. For fifty years now we have struggled to agree on
what we are free to disagree about while remaining on mission together in Jesus Christ.

Why the postponement? We need delegates to be able to travel, but delegates trying to enter the US
can expect 2-3 years for initial visa interviews under current backlogs. Technology would seem to be a
fix, but even if massive time zone differences did not exist across the denomination, stable Internet
access is not available in many places where United Methodists worship. General Conference exists
to be representative of the whole church, and there is currently simply no way to meet in a just,
representative way.
The second development of last week is that a new denomination, the Global Methodist
Church, announced that it will form on May 1, 2022. The GMC is the culmination of a 50+ year
effort by conservative groups within the UMC to reshape the UMC from its “big tent” past and present
into a conservative future. (For the record, yes, there have also been liberal/progressive groups trying
to change the denominational future for that entire time as well.) The additional postponement of
General Conference is the GMC’s explicitly stated reason for launching a denominational home for
departing United Methodist people, congregations, and clergy. Right now conservative, moderate, and
progressive United Methodists can all agree on one thing: we are all tired and impatient for the next
chapter of Methodism to begin. Where does this leave Bethel? My experience of Bethel’s membership
is that you are committed to one another. That is a treasure. Let’s thank God for it, and let’s be
intentional to sustain it in prayer, thought, word, and action. And to quote Jesus, “don’t worry.” Truly,
as you read from the Bishop above too, there is no reason to panic, not least because there are no
decisions to be made at the local church level right now. There are literally years to pray and discern
together about the future of Bethel.
In the meantime, let us pray for one another, pray for the denomination and its leaders, and let’s not
get distracted from our one mission: making disciples of Jesus who make disciples of Jesus.
Love to you through Christ our Lord,
Pastor Nick
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Family Bowling Day Fun
We had a great turnout for family bowling day. A great time of fun and fellowship!

Liturgists needed
for the 9:00 worship service

Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast
February 2022

To volunteer to read scripture, please contact Danny
Nollman at: nollmandl@att.net or 618-235-6873
(always leave a message) and let him know your
availability.
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United Women in Faith News

NEW NAME, NEW LOGO, SAME MISSION
Beginning this year, United Methodist Women will call ourselves United Women in Faith. As United Women in Faith we
are a powerful, fearless force driven by God’s love, and united in sisterhood with a focus on women, children and youth
Adopting this new name and logo, along with new programs acknowledges the changes that have occurred in the lives
of US women over the past 4 decades and how we are engaging our faith. We acknowledge the changes we need to
continue to grow in faith and make a difference in our communities.
How did these changes come about? The member-elected UMW board of directors conducted surveys, focus groups
and interviews with more than 24,000 United Methodist and women of other denominations and Christian traditions.
These changes and programs are data-informed and tested to address the needs and life stages of current members
and new women.
We will maintain the legal name United Methodist Women. All checks should still be payable to UMW.
The new United Women in Faith website is up – www.uwfaith.org. Check it out. There is an informative article in the
March/April issue of response magazine. I will highlight some of the changes in future Tidings.
It’s not too late to sign up for virtual Assembly! Registration fee is $235. Sign up at www.assembly2022.org
MRD Spring District meeting is April 2, 2022, 9 am-12 pm at Nameoki UMC, Granite City. If you want to attend and did
NOT sign up at the March UMW meeting, please contact me by Friday, March 25 so I can let Nameoki know our final
headcount. If you have a wish list item for LBDNH or CCH, please give me the gift cards and put other items in the
collection box in the welcome center. (See the wish list in the 3/20/22 Bulletin, March minutes or MRD Shepherdess.)
REMINDER – the district meeting is in lieu of our unit meeting in April.
For the Easter tea on Palm Sunday, Miriam Circle will provide sweet breads, while all other circle members are asked
to provide 2 dozen cookies. See details elsewhere in the Tidings.

Registration for Mission U is now available on the IGRC UMW website -www.igrc.org/umw. This will be a weekday
event, Sunday, July 17- Wednesday, July 20 at Northfield Inn & Suites in Springfield, IL. Registration for in-person
attendance is $290 (2 per room, plus 4 meals). Virtual attendance is available for $50. Scholarships are available for 1 st
time attendees.
Our next unit meeting will be our retreat on May 11. Bette Frette has planned an interesting program on ‘Remembering
Your Story – Writing Your Spiritual Autobiography.’ The program will be 10 am - 2 pm (no business meeting). Lydia
Circle will host the lunch.
Happy Spring!
Jenny
Miriam Circle will meet on Friday, March 25 at 1:00 in the Krause Room. Since our meeting was cancelled last month
Carl Buehler will be our speaker this month. He will bring information on the works of Shriners' Children's Hospital.
Refreshments will be served. All are welcome.

Elizabeth Circle will meet Tuesday, April 26, at Nancy Weston’s. She will also have the program. New faces are always
welcome!

UWF Calendar of Events
UWF Meeting, May 11, 10-2
‘Remembering Your Story – Writing Your Spiritual
Autobiography’
Lydia Circle will host the lunch

April 2

Spring MRD meeting, 9-12 pm
Nameoki UMC, Granite City
(no local meeting of our unit in April)

April 3

Child Abuse Prevention Month Observance

April 10

Easter Tea

—Bob Goff
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April is Child Abuse Prevention Month and we will
observe it in church on Sunday, April 3. Blue is the color
associated with it and we hope you will wear blue.

Visitation and Other Good Stuff

Child Abuse is any behavior directed by an adult that
endangers a child's physical or emotional health and
development. Child abuse can happen anywhere. An
abuser can be anyone who has contact with children. It
can be physical, emotional, sexual and neglect.

Please Tell Me if you or someone you know would like
direct contact from me. With our COVID-19 restrictions
easing/eased up, it’s absolutely delightful to be able to be
out and about and with people on a regular basis again,
and I don’t want to miss anyone!

We all need to be aware of signs and be willing to report a
suspicion.

Again, Please Tell Me (217.377.8049 or
joescheets3@gmail.com). As a colleague with whom I
was an Associate Pastor loved to remind the church, “If I
don’t know I can’t go.” Please Tell Me is something
you’ll hear from me again, and I thank you in advance.

If you don't feel safe responding to the mistreatment of
a child, contact your local police department. You can
also contact the DCFS hotline if you suspect
something: 1-800-25ABUSER (1-800-252-2873)

It is believed the COVID pandemic has contributed to
more cases. We all need to be more alert.
On April 3 worshippers will be given a small token to help
remind us and others of Child Abuse Prevention. We want
to thank Carole Schneider who did all the work in
preparing them.

with Dr. Joe Scheets

Stop By Online anytime Monday through Friday for
my original and brief video devotional moments --Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

GOD LOVES THE CHILDREN AND SO DO WE.
Child Advocate Coordinators for UWF,
Connie and Pearl
Bob is much better, but still has to use a walker. We
hope to be in church soon. Many thanks for your prayers,
notes and cards during Bob’s recovery from a fractured
knee cap.
Bob and Linda Edwards

Janet Criddle is in need of someone to repair the railing
on the steps of her outside deck. Reasonable pay.
Contact Janet at 618-830-4739 for more information.

LIFE LYRICS
TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY
WONDERFUL WORDS OF LIFE
THANKFUL THURSDAY
thoughts and prayers
FRUITFUL FRIDAY
based on Galatians 5:22,23

These are all currently available on our Journey Church
Facebook page as well as my own FB page (cleverly
named “Joe Scheets”). I’d also be happy to send any of
these to you directly, just let me know your email address
or cell phone number.
History: Shortly after we began our pandemic lockdown,
etc., I found shooting and sharing a TUESDAY BIBLE
STUDY to be a helpful way for us to stay in touch and
encouraging one another.
Things expanded from there --- FRUITFUL FRIDAY is
my Lenten Study for us this year and a time of selfinventory. THANKFUL THURSDAYS are reminders that
one day a year isn’t nearly enough to express our
profound gratitude to our Lord. My WONDERFUL
WORDS OF LIFE’s focus is “simple” as we move
towards Easter together. TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY for
Lent22 is Luke 4:1-13. LIFE LYRICS is a series
connecting those two words.
Future: Barring unforeseen bouts and aggravations with
the wonders of modern technology, I do these and my
Daily Devotional Blogs (joescheets.com) for you to have
with your morning coffee and beyond.
As we move forward from COVID-19 and its attendant
restrictions, I envision tapering off these videos, but at
present they are there for your easy enjoyment.
Anything, anytime, I’d love to hear from you -- so
Please Tell Me.
Yours in Christ,
Dr. Joe
Visitation & Other Good Stuff
and check out my daily blog:
www.joescheets.com
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Sermon Schedule

MUSIC TIDINGS

March 27
Mark 1:35-39, Philippians 3:12-16
“There Is More”

O sing to the Lord a new song, sing to the Lord all the earth!
Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to
day, Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works
among all the peoples!
Psalm 96:1-3

April 3
Exodus 32:1-14
“The Gods We Make”
COMMUNION
April 10 (Palm Sunday)
Matthew 21:1-11
“Who Do You Follow?”
April 17 (Easter Sunday)
Matthew 28:1-10
“Abundant Life”
Sunday, April 24
John 20: 19-31
"Have You Seen Jesus?"

SUNDAY, MARCH 27
9 am - "How Deep the Father's Love For Us"- arr. Harlan
Duet: Jim and Carole Eckert; cellist: Ethan Edwards

SUNDAY, APRIL 3
9 am - "Only a Contrite Sinner" - Gabriel
Quartet: Michael Woodruff, Charles Botula, Perry Danford, Terry Mueth

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 10
9 am - "All Glory Laud, and Honor"- arr. Larson
SANCTUARY CHOIR and quartet: Julie Callaghan, Cindy Bloomer,
Don DeJarnett, Perry Danford; trumpet: Len Bull
JUBILATION HANDBELLS
JOYFUL NOISE: "Sing Glad Hosannahs"

CROSSWALK
Sundays at 11:15
Chapel

EASTER SUNDAY. APRIL 17
9 am - "Christ is Alive"- arr. Hopson
SANCTUARY CHOIR and quartet: Mary MacIntire, Natalie Gravois,
Michael Woodruff, Jim Eckert; with brass quartet

SUNDAY, APRIL 24
9 am - "Just a Closer Walk with Thee"- arr. Wilson
The Eckert family: Jim, Carole, Mary, Aaron, and Katherine
euphonium duets with Aaron Eckert and Ed Jacobs

