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Union United Methodist Church, Belleville, Illinois May 2022
Notes from Pastor Harvey Gaither
With the coming split in the church that I was born into and love
dearly, I have chosen my lot and made the choice. This may not be
your direction, but it will be mine. This
article is why I am staying in the United
Methodist Church.
I follow the Book of Discipline of The
United Methodist Church even when I get
heat for it, gently insisting that all people
may participate fully in the ministries,
sacraments and programs of the church
(yes, that’s in there). I’m passionate about inclusiveness in the
church. For me, it’s the way of Jesus, but it’s also about the vows I
took.
Speaking of vows, I feel leaving The United Methodist Church
would be hypocritical when, for over thirty years, I have
welcomed members into God’s church by asking them to take a
vow to be loyal to The United Methodist Church and support it.
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Activities: Dates and Times Subject
to Covid-19 Restrictions
Second Wednesday
10:30 am
United Women in Faith
McKinley Center
(No meetings in January,
June, July and November)

I am a centrist and have varied opinions on issues. The United
Methodist Church is not perfect, but diversity of thought is one
reason I love it. John Wesley taught Christianity was essentially
about love for God and neighbor, growing through the means of
grace, and staying connected even when we “agree to
disagree” (yes, he coined that phrase).

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm
United Methodist Men
Krause Room

We have made it through divisive issues such as slavery, voting
rights, temperance, civil rights and ordaining women. It is the
most evenly widespread denomination in the United States, so
there will always be cultural issues. But this is a moment where I
must decide whether to stay at the table and work it out or not, and
to me, that’s the very definition of church.

Every Wednesday, 9:00 am
Horticulture
Coffee 8:00 am
Krause Room

Continued to bottom of page 2

Every Thursday 9:00 am
Ruth Circle
Quilters/Stitchers
Krause Room

Sundays 9:00 am Worship
Kindergarten through fourth grade
dismissed to Junior Church
following the children's' sermon

Matthew 23:1-12

New Living Translation

Jesus Criticizes the
Religious Leader23 Then
Jesus said to the crowds and to his
disciples, 2 “The teachers of
religious law and the Pharisees are
the official interpreters of the law of
Moses.[a] 3 So practice and obey
whatever they tell you, but don’t
follow their example. For they don’t
practice what they teach. 4 They
crush people with unbearable
religious demands and never lift a
finger to ease the burden.
5 “Everything they do is for show.
On their arms they wear extra wide
prayer boxes with Scripture verses
inside, and they wear robes with
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extra long tassels.[b] 6 And they
love to sit at the head table at
banquets and in the seats of honor
in the synagogues. 7 They love to
receive respectful greetings as they
walk in the marketplaces, and to be
called ‘Rabbi.’
8 “Don’t let anyone call you ‘Rabbi,’
for you have only one teacher, and
all of you are equal as brothers and
sisters.[d] 9 And don’t address
anyone here on earth as ‘Father,’
for only God in heaven is your
Father. 10 And don’t let anyone call
you ‘Teacher,’ for you have only one
teacher, the Messiah. 11 The
greatest among you must be a
servant. 12 But those who exalt
themselves will be humbled, and
those who humble themselves will
be exalted.

Children's Summer Sunday
School Schedule Changes
A summer schedule for Sunday School
has been adopted and will begin
immediately.
Singing with the children is on hiatus
for the summer so our Sunday School
schedule will
begin after
first service,
about 9:50
and
conclude at
10:40 am.
We will not
have Sunday
School on Sunday, May 29 or July 31
Promotion Sunday/ Blessing of
backpacks will be on Sunday, August
14. Have a safe and fun summer!
In Christ's Service,
Jane Peters

A Quilt Show and
Pandemic is slowing
Breakfast Brunch is being down and the senior facilities
planned for Saturday,
September 24. Any circle
member interested in helping
with the fundraiser for missions,
please contact Judy Brindley at
618-530-9762 or see me in
church. A committee will be set
up for various jobs regarding
this adventure. It takes a lot of
women to make a quilt and to
admire its beauty.
Deadline for the committee is
June 30. More to follow!

are opening up again. It is time
for us to get back to visiting our
shut-in’s. We need to get the
Visitation committee back in
business, and with
your help, that can
be done. If you feel
in your heart that
you could visit those
who are so
lonesome once a
month it would be a
great help. Please call me at
618.416.7481. Thanks so much.
Love & Prayers, Myrtle

John Wesley had in mind when he preached a sermon
on “Catholic Spirit” that said, “Though we cannot think alike, may
we not love alike? May we not be of one heart, though we are not
of one opinion? Without all doubt, we may. Herein all the
children of God may unite, notwithstanding these smaller
differences. These remaining as they are, they may forward one
another in love and in good works.”

Pastor Harvey

for all the prayers, cards, and acts of
kindness and love shown to me and
my family in the recent death of my
husband, Ron. And thanks to
Elizabeth and Ruth Circles for the
luncheon that was
served. I don’t know
how I would have
survived without
my church family.
In Christian Love,
Judy Brindley

united-methodist-women-isnow-united-women-in-faith

(Pastor Harvey's Notes from p. 1)

I don’t worship the Bible. I worship Jesus, so to make sense of the
Bible, I read it through the person of Christ. He loved every
broken person he encountered. The only people he criticized
were the Pharisees who had lost sight of love because of religious
rules based on their tight interpretation of Scripture. The Bible
says God is love, and everyone who loves is born of God and
knows God, so I believe it.

Thank You To my church family

Miriam Circle will meet on Friday, May 29 at 1:00
in the Krause Room. Mary Peck will present the program.
Hostesses will be Sue Davis and Doris Wiemers.
Plans and places will be discussed for the summer eat-out
luncheons.
Come join us for an afternoon of fellowship.

Shop with Scrip is now Raise Right!
Please visit
www.RaiseRight.com for
additional retailers. Orders will
be placed on the first Sunday of
the month.
Orders will be collected between
10:00-10:15 am at the Welcome
Desk or in the church office
during that previous week. If
ordering by check, please make
checks payable to UUMC.

Our next order is Sunday,
June 5, with delivery on
Sunday, June 12. Any
questions, please call
Stephanie Pierce at
618-406-7960.

NEW YORK, N.Y., Mar. 2, 2022: United
Methodist Women is now United Women
in Faith! The move is part of a refreshing
of the organization that includes a new
logo and an array of new and improved
programs to nurture current members and
welcome new women to join to put their
love in action on behalf of women,
children, and youth.
The new programs are fruits of research
conducted over the past five years with
more than 24,000 United Methodists and
women of other Christian traditions
participating in the surveys, focus groups
and interviews. This input informed the
prayerful discernment of staff and elected
leaders.
The changes are designed to address the
different needs and life stages of current
members and new women and expand
options for membership and engagement.
The new name also aims to welcome
(Continued to p. 4)

Scavenger Hunt –
MOMSConnect, KOTG
and Junior High Youth

Donations

We are looking for cash
donations for our craft supplies.
Vacation Bible School is the
We will have a scavenger hunt
week of July 10 – July 15. If you
on Friday, June 10 from 6:30 –
would like to make a cash
8:15 pm. The scavenger hunt will
donation towards our craft
begin and end at church.
projects, please see Julee
Each team will be given tasks to Baysinger, Donna Shock or drop
complete and then come back to your donation to Sheri Hill in
pick up your prize. Please RSVP the church office. Thank you for
by Sunday, June 5 to
donna@unionumc.org.

supporting our children and
youth.
Graduates

If you have a high school or college
graduate in your family this spring,
please email Sheri Hill by June 1 at

sheri@unionumc.org.
Pastor Harvey will present a gift to
graduates on Sunday, June 12.

Lots of fun and foam! We all had a great time!

MOMSConnect Summer
Activities
July 1 – Moms' Night Out – 6:00
– Weingarten
July 23 – Pool Party – 1:00 –
3:00pm – Kristina Melton’s
Family Home
SonHarvest VBS Craft

(Continued United Women in Faith
from p. 3)

for members and new ways to participate, positions for us to impact own
journeys and how we engage the world that God so loves.”

current members whose local
churches may choose to disaffiliate
from The United Methodist Church
as well as women of other faith
traditions who want to join. “This is
an exciting time for our organization!”
said Harriett Jane Olson, CEO of
United Women in Faith. “Looking
back, we see the . . . lines for our
organization—faith in God, love for
each other and commitment to
putting our faith into action
supporting women, children, and
youth. These commitments have been
expressed in different ways at
different times using different names,
always calling women to world
changing action. This combination of
a new look, more accessible resources

‘Ainise ‘Isama’u, United Women in Faith board president, said ,“I’m confident our
members will be excited about these changes,” she said. . . . . Things change.
People change. But God remains, and that continues to be the purpose behind
everything that we do in this organization.”

Continuing the Journey
What’s Happening in Freeburg
Several of us participated in the Administrative
Council day at Union last Saturday. We appreciated
the inclusion and ideas.
Journey is doing OK
financially and the
congregation has gained two
new couples since our
meeting with Union
leadership last August. We
are actively working to reach
out to our community and to
continue to grow. And we
appreciate Harvey’s
willingness to come preach on Sundays.
Kathy Thurston is in the process of moving to be
closer to her family in Missouri. Since she has always
done many things for Journey, this is leaving a big gap
for us to fill. As our primary communication
coordinator, her contributions have included e-mail
communication, Facebook presence, website design
and maintenance, creating Power Point screens for
the worship service, creating bulletins, finding fun
and meaningful videos, checking phone messages,

helping us to think about the details of events and
planning, and likely more things I am forgetting. And
of course she has been our keyboard player and sang
with us for most of those years. We are really going
to miss her! Pray for us as we work to fill her shoes
and pray for her as she makes this transition.
“Cathy O”
Cathy Obernuefemann, Journey Worship Leader

Looking Ahead:
June 5 –Fellowship dinner provided by youth
June 11 – tentative yoga class benefiting mission trips
June 12 – Graduate recognition
June 13 – Youth group moving to Monday nights
June 26 - July 2: Mission Trip to Sheboygan, WI

Every Week
Sunday Worship, 10:15 a.m.
Youth group meets most Sundays at 7:00 pm with
Sandy Merrill (618) 789-3151 or

journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com.
(Note: Youth Group will be switching
to Monday nights beginning June 13)

Save the DateS

The organization remains incorporated in New York as United Methodist
Women and is doing business as United Women in Faith.

Sunday, July 10th-Friday, July 15th 6-8pm

The organization remains incorporated in New York as United Methodist
Women and is doing business as United Women in Faith.

Ages 4 years(potty trained) to 6th grade
FreeContact Jane Peters with any questions.
618-235-3804

VBS
Sunday, July 10
through Friday, July 15

Join with the Aldersgate Fellowship Group on
Tuesday, July 12 at 6:45 p.m. at Busch Stadium as
the St. Louis Cardinals play the Los Angeles Dodgers AND raise
money to build wells and bring clean water to the extreme poor in
Africa.
These Infield Pavilion seats are only $25 each (face value $40) and
a portion of each ticket will be donated to Marion Medical
Mission, a local non-profit which has built over 45,000 wells since
1990.
Tickets are available from Joe Milton. Phone, text or email (618)
235-5344 or joseph.milton@att.net. Checks payable to "Union
UMC." Deadline to purchase tickets is June 19.

Aldersgate Fellowship
Raises Ukraine Relief Through UMCOR
Aldersgate Fellowship held a Kentucky Derby charity event and
raised $1,750 for Ukraine relief through UMCOR.
If you would like to donate, send a check to Union UMC or go to
UnionUMC.org and click on "Donate" and note that your gift is
for Ukraine relief.
For information on upcoming Aldersgate events, contact Joe
Milton at 618-235-5344 or

joseph.milton@att.net.

June 1 - Free concert at Missouri Botanical Gardens, featuring
the Jeremiah Johnson Band
July 12 - St. Louis Cardinals vs. Los Angeles Dodgers to benefit
Marion Medical Mission
August - "In The Heights." Stages Theater at Kirkwood
Performing Arts Center

(Music Tidings continued from p. 8)

SUNDAY, JUNE 19
9AM- "Family of Faith" - arr.
Williamson
The Gravois family, Natalie, Brent and
David
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Law versus
Grace"; Galatians 3: 23-29
11:15AM- "Crosswalk"
SUNDAY, JUNE 26
9AM- "This Day"- Alexander
soloist: Perry Danford
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Make Every
Moment Count" ; Luke 9: 51-62
11:15AM- "Crosswalk"
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Music Tidings
"I will sing of thy
steadfast love, O Lord,
for ever; with my
mouth I will proclaim
thy faithfulness to all
generations. For thy steadfast love was established
for ever, thy faithfulness is firm as the heavens
Psalm 89: 1-2

SUNDAY, JUNE 5
9AM- "Celtic Communion"- arr. Hayes
with Allison Niesen; pennywhistle
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Death at Work in Us" ;
2 Corinthians 4: 5-12; communion
11:15AM- "Crosswalk"

SUNDAY, MAY 29
9AM- "Peace Like a River"- arr. Walters
Quartet: Michael Woodruff, David Braswell.
Perry Danford, Terry Mueth
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "One Body,
1 Corinthians 12: 4-13
11:15AM- "Crosswalk"

SUNDAY, JUNE 12
9AM- "Thy Word"- arr. Schrader
Quartet: Suzanne Hutcherson, Meghan Cordes,
David Braswell, Terry Mueth
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Broken"; Genesis 3: 8-15
11:15AM- "Crosswalk"
Music Tidings continued to right column p. 7)

