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“Healing”
“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to
sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.”
1 Peter 2:24 (EVS)

All of us have experienced trial and pain. All of us are living life
wounded and scarred. We learn to deal with our wounds and press
forward, but whether we acknowledge it or not, wounds and scars
change us. There are no perfect parents. There are no perfect friends.
There are no perfect siblings or spouses. We live in an imperfect
world with imperfect humans. We lash out and hurt others because
we are broken and in need of healing.
Craig Dennison writes about this idea:
One of the most critical spiritual exercises we can undergo is allowing God to heal our
past wounds and guide us to a lifestyle of forgiving present scars. Without healing and
forgiveness, other people’s mistakes will affect our future. Without the inner working of
the Holy Spirit, we will live in continual suffering from the sins of others.

Our God is a God of healing. There are so many places in the Scriptures that speak of our
God as a loving, healing God; too many to even begin to list here. But know this, your
heavenly Father longs to speak to the wounded places in your life and heal them with his love.
Dennison continues:
What past experience, trial, hurtful word, or person is still harmfully affecting your life
today? Where do you need the Holy Spirit to come and speak healing over you? Where
do you need to cry out to God in anger or frustration over a wound? Opening the
wounded places of our hearts is an emotional and difficult process, but until we allow
God into the harmful events of our pasts, we will never experience true freedom and
restoration from them. Until we allow ourselves space to deal with what for some have
been harmful and defining moments, we will never experience the entirety of the
abundant life available to us.
May your heavenly Father be allowed to love you, hold you, and care for the places in your
heart that need his healing touch the most.

Harvey
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Music Tidings
Sermon Schedule

Second Wednesday
10:30 am
United Methodist Women
McKinley Center
(no meetings January,
June, July, and November)

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm
United Methodist Men
Krause Room

Each Thursday 9:00 am
Ruth Circle
Quilters/Stitchers
Krause Room

Each Wednesday, 9 am
Horticulture
8 am, Coffee
Krause Room

Junior Church
(Kindergarten – 4th Grade)
Junior Church is held during
the 9:00 am worship service
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You can now save your
aluminum can tops for
the Ronald McDonald
house - and drop them off
at the Welcome Center.
Any questions, please
contact Stephanie Pierce at
618-406-7960 or
(Stephanie.pierce40@gmail.com)

TOWER PROJECT NEWS

The Trustees are happy to announce that work is likely to begin in August on
the tower restoration. Leaking has continued as late as July 1617. Warnecke Restoration will have a crane stationed in the back of the
building with protective fencing surrounding the operation for a maximum of
ten days. If the work takes less time the price will be reduced. Warnecke
will replace damaged mortar, power wash the area, and apply a coat of
water repellant. Some metal work and caulking will also be done to fill
existing gaps between metal and bricks.
Replacement of stained-glass window coverings is scheduled to be done in
October. Interior painting will follow.

Union Methodist live stream services
can be accessed through
https://www.youtube.com/user/
Kent5122
or later through YouTube
Union United Methodist Church,
Belleville, Illinois
Live stream services at
9 am and 11:15 am

Trustees thank our generous congregation for donating a current amount of
$45,000 for this much needed project. The total cost for brick restoration,
window covering replacement with aluminum frames and quarter inch
tempered glass, and interior painting is bid at $54,470. Any donated funds
over the cost will be reserved for future building maintenance.
If you have questions, please contact a trustee.
The Board of Trustees
Marvina Lee – president
Mike Callaghan – vice president
Jim Maule- secretary

Senior High Youth
Monday
7 pm at Journey
with Sandy Merrill
(618) 789-3151 or
journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com
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JOURNEY UMC
900 NORTH STATE STREET
FREEBURG, IL 62243
618-710-0224
WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG

Continuing the Journey
What’s Happening in Freeburg
The best way I can let you know what’s happening in Freeburg is to share
with you our upcoming calendar:
July 31 – Kathy Thurston’s last official Sunday with us as she has
moved to Wentzville, MO. Please wrap her in your prayers as we will miss
each other.
August 20 – Freeburg Homecoming – We plan to have a float in
the parade and our youth and friends will be operating the soda stand –
come see us!

September 24 – Indoor Yard Sale – donations of items
encouraged, but without a lot of storage room, we will mostly be collecting
items the week prior.
There are more things in the works, but these are what we know for sure
right now.

“Cathy O”

Cathy Obernuefemann
Journey Worship Leader

Upcoming Tidings
deadlines (10:00 am):
August 29
September 26
October 24

Every Week
Sunday Worship, 10:15 am
Youth group has moved to Monday nights at 7 pm with Sandy Merrill (618)
789-3151 or journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com
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2022 Annual Conference Report
The Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference met June 9-11 both in person at the Peoria Convention Center and online.
This was the 25th meeting of the IGRC and the 200th anniversary of Methodist meetings in our area. Pastor Harvey,
Mike Engel and Dick Frette represented Union UMC. The theme of the three-day gathering was Our time for love and
our time for peace (Ecclesiastes 3:8). To ensure sufficient time for worship, discussion and decisions, the clergy
meeting was held Saturday, June 4, at McKendree University. There was a one hour laity session on June 9.
The opening worship session started at 10:00 a.m. on June 9. Bishop Jonathan Holston, episcopal leader of the South
Carolina Area, was the preacher for the Opening Worship. Other speakers included Rev. Dr. Jacqui King and Bishop
Frank Beard, our episcopal leader.
Services were held June 9 recognizing 28 retirees with a combined 759.5 years of service; a Memorial Service
remembering clergy, clergy spouses and lay members to annual conference that had passed away in the previous
year and remembrance of 15 congregations with a combined 2,032 years of ministry that have completed their
mission, Two of the churches, Pleasant Mound and Okawville, are part of the Mississippi River District. A
commissioning and ordination service was held on June 11.

The Annual Conference approved a 2023 budget of $9,106,853 – a reduction of 18 percent. While budgets have been
relatively flat over the past 10 years, the apportioned total returns spending levels to 2001.
Legislatively, the conference announced that the health insurance allowance paid to full-time pastors will remain at
$17,500 for 2023. The conference also approved a six percent increase to its minimum salaries. In 2023, the salaries
will go to $48,967 for clergy in full connection, associate members and provisional elders; and $44,934 for full-time
local pastors.
Retirees under the pre-1982 pension plan will see a two percent increase to $844 per active service year in 2023,
funded by a gift from Preachers' Aid Society and Benefit Fund.
Other legislation included a proposal to reduce the number of District Superintendents from 10 to 5. There are
currently eight superintendents for the 10 districts. The Bishop and cabinet will work this year to determine the best
way to reduce the number of districts or assign a district superintendent to two districts. They are fully aware of the
increased workload for the superintendents. The $2,500,000 Our Conference Our Kids funding initiative raised over
$3,000.000 due to a special gift from the Richard White Estate. The estate gave $1,933,404 to the conference.
Membership approved a proposal to use 20 percent of the gift to exceed the $2.5M goal of Our Conference Our Kids
and the remaining 80 percent will be placed in savings for future conference use. Finally, $604,288 was taken from
reserve funds to provide the IGRC portion of the $30M benefit fund that was created by the United Methodist Church
as a donation to the Boy Scouts bankruptcy fund.
Due to the delay of General Conference to 2024, there was some discussion as to whether the delegates elected for
the 2020 General Conference will still be our delegates in 2024. The Judicial Council will provide answers in the
future. Due to a change in membership between U.S. churches and overseas churches, we expect a reduction in the
number from the U.S. who can attend. In 2020, U.S. membership was 54 percent while in 2024 expected U.S.
membership will be 49 percent, which will probably mean a reduction of one clergy and one laity member from IGRC.
If changes are needed, they will be made at the 2023 Annual Conference.
Membership stands at 106,277 in 2021, down 3,323 from 2020. Average worship attendance is 60,533, down 15,205
(20,08 percent). The 2023 Annual Conference will be held June 8-10, 2023, at the Peoria Civic Center in Peoria, IL. If
you have any questions, contact Pastor Harvey, Mike or Dick.
Almost unbelievable but it's time to start thinking about school supplies again. We will be
sponsoring a drive to help Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House in East St. Louis and schools
in District 118 in Belleville.
A container will be in the Welcome Center on Sundays, July 31 and August 7.
Suggested items: pencils, wide ruled theme paper, crayons (16 or 24 count), Expo markers. sanitizing wipes, glue
sticks or school glue, Fiskar scissors, and colored pencils.
Monetary contributions will also be accepted. If writing a check, please make it payable to Union UMW and designate
for school supplies on the notation line.
Let us be as generous as we are able. Jesus loved the children and so do we.
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KOTG, MOMSConnect,
Junior High Families
(Infant – 5th Grade)
MOMSConnect’s first meeting will be
Sunday, September 25 from 10:00 – 12:00.

Raise Right orders will be collected
Sunday, August 7. All orders are collected
(check or exact cash) 10:00-10:15 (new
time!) at the Welcome Desk.

FAMILY GAME NIGHT
On Friday, September 9, we will be having family game
night from 6:00 – 9:00. Additional information will be sent
at a later time.
Please save the date!

Please visit www.RaiseRight.com for a full
list of retailers. Cards will be delivered on Sunday, August
14.
Any questions, please contact Stephanie Pierce at
618-406-7960 or Stephanie.pierce40@gmail.com.
SonHarvest VBS Craft Donations
Thank you to everyone who donated
towards crafts for VBS. The children
loved making the crafts. The week was
fun-filled and enjoyed by everyone. We are so blessed to
have an amazing congregation who supports the children
and youth.
Blessings,
Donna

Sunday, August 14

VBS Thank You
Thank you to all of the helpers for VBS and to the people who made monetary, craft and food donations. You are the
most generous church in support of our children, and I love serving with you! We had 28 kids registered and about 27
dedicated volunteers. The theme for the week was SonHarvest County Fair and it focused on Fruits of the Spirit
from Galatians 5:22-23. The kids listened to stories from the bible, made some crafts to go with the theme, sang
songs and had recreation fun! On Friday night a big celebration was kicked off with kids singing songs they learned to
family members and then we had some tasty refreshments. After the meal, the kids went outdoors and enjoyed a
large inflatable water slide and a special hayride with Keith Dintelmann driving them around the parking lot on a wagon
and other activities. We raised the most money we have ever raised for our Love Offering and we will be donating
many animals to families around the world through "World Vision." We packed a lot of learning into a week of fun, but
I feel that it was a great week enjoyed by everyone! Thanks again for all your help.
In Christ's Service,
Jane Peters
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United Women in Faith News

Our next UWF meeting is August 10, at 10am in McKinley Fellowship Hall. The program will focus
on the new brand/rebranding of our organization: the name, logo and mission. We will have a
business meeting beginning at 10am. We have quite a bit of business to discuss in preparation for
hosting the fall Annual District meeting on September 17. The Executive Board will host lunch. Transportation to the
August meeting is available – contact Karen Milton at 618-971-5079 or sewwutt4@aol.com by Monday, August 8.
The school supply drive kicked off Sunday, July 24! A supply list, a box to collect supplies and a basket for cash
donations are in the welcome center. See more information in this Tidings. We will sort the school supplies after our
August meeting so plan to stay to help if you can.
Union UWF will host the fall Mississippi River District meeting on Saturday, September 17 from 9am – 12 pm. This will
serve as our monthly unit meeting for September so put this on your calendar NOW! It has been a UWF tradition to bring
love gifts to our District meeting; this year: LBDNH – adult diapers (all sizes, M/F) and 24 count crayons
The MRD is planning a district mission project in conjunction with our fall meeting. We will be collecting Bibles, Sunday
School material, hymnals, Christian CD/DVDs et al for ‘Love Packages’ located in Butler, IL. They collect religious
materials (BIG warehouse in Butler), sort and package it for shipment to overseas locations where there is no Christian
education material. Material doesn’t have to be in good shape or even complete (used Sunday School/VBS lessons.)
Start looking through your bookcases and files for any material you may no longer need. If you are at a yard sale/
rummage sale and spot Bibles, hymnals, or Christian CDs, pick them up! Here is the link to learn more about Love
Packages - https://lovepackages.org
The MRD is in need of women willing to serve at the District level; specifically, a Spiritual Growth coordinator, Education/
Interpretation coordinator and a representative to LBDNH. We have an excellent team of ladies to work with and when
life happens, we all work together to accomplish the mission. If you think you are ready to ‘step up’ – talk to me about
these positions.
Our next fundraiser is the Quilt Show on September 24, 9 -12. See the flyer in this Tidings. We are now seeking
members who would like to show their quilt(s). Please complete the quilt registration form and turn it in to Judy Brindley
(or leave it in the office with Sheri.)
Blessings,
Jenny

Elizabeth Circle will meet August 23, 9 am, at the home of Karen Milton for brunch. A free will offering will be collected to
fund the circle’s Christmas giving. New faces always welcome. Please RSVP to Karen Milton.

Miriam Circle will meet August 26, 11:30, at Easy Buffet and Grill, 2524 Green Mt Commons Dr, Bellevile (across from
SWIC). We welcome new faces!

Miriam Circle will organize a jewelry sale table at the Quilt Show in September. We have been advised jewelry sells
well. If you'd like to rid yourself of some of your "jewels", please put them into a zip lock bag with a price on the bag or
on a card/tag inside the bag. Miriam will have a table set up in the gym for those treasures. If you want to bring them
ahead of time, there will be a labeled box in the Welcome Center August 1 - September 23.Thanks for your continuing
support of our missions.

UWF Calendar of Events
UWF meeting, August 10, 10 am
McKinley Hall
Ruth Circle, program
Executive Board, lunch
Miriam Circle, card ministry

August 10

10 am; UWF Meeting

September 17 MRD Fall Annual Meeting, 9-12
Union UMC
September 24 Quilt Show, 9-12
McKinley Hall and Sanctuary
—Bob Goff
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UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

QUILT SHOW
SEPTEMBER 24, 2022

9 AM - 12 PM
UNION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
721 EAST MAIN STREET BELLEVILLE, IL
INCLUDES: BAKE SALE
COSTUME JEWELRY SALE
QUILTER’S “OVERLOAD FABRIC” SALE

ADMISSION: $6.00

INCLUDES ATTENDANCE
PRIZE TICKET

FEATURING: QUILTS ON DISPLAY
HANDQUILTED AND MACHINE QUILTED
WALL HANGINGS
QUILTS OF VALOR
“OVERLOAD FABRIC” SALE

UFO’S
QUILT BATTING, STENCILS, ETC.
MANY OTHER SURPRISES!
SOME QUILTS FOR SALE
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Thank you, Union UMC congregation for the successful
blood drive on Wednesday, July 20th. You collected 7
units of whole blood and 2 people donated double
reds = 11 units of blood!
Our projection was to collect 12 units of blood, so 92% of
goal….

Liturgists needed
for the 9:00 worship service
To volunteer to read scripture, please contact Danny
Nollman at: nollmandl@att.net or
618-235-6873 (always leave a message) and let him
know your availability.

Visitation and Other Good Stuff
with Dr. Joe Scheets
On July 12th, the Aldersgate Fellowship Group hosted a
night of baseball, fun and fellowship at Busch
Stadium. Thanks to all who purchased tickets and made
donations to Marion Medical Mission. Because of your
generosity, enough money was raised to pay for 6 wells
for the extreme poor of Africa. Thank You!

Crunchy Churchy Thoughts, Part One
Parish Ministry includes fanning into flame the gifts of
God (2nd Timothy 1:6) with which this church is well
endowed. Christ Jesus wasn’t kidding about the choice
that is ours: develop or bury the gifts and resources with
which God has entrusted us. (Matthew 25:14-30)
Pastoral Care demands that we use what we used to call
Laity Empowerment as an option because it’s an
absolute necessity in the form of equipping all the saints
for their ministry. (Ephesians 4:12-16). The function of
Pastoral Care remains unchanged, but its form is
morphing at an increasingly rapid rate which is not
always pleasant. There is an expectation of concierge
level of attention which is both unreasonable and
unrealistic.
Many people in churches assume all the other churches
are packed and that everyone has a church home. By
contrast, I have had families tell me that prior to planning
the funeral of their loved one they had “just never really
had any need for a church.” I have also worked with
hospice patients and families who began our initial
conversations by proclaiming themselves “practicing
atheists.”
To paraphrase a classic commercial for cars, “This is not
our parents’ Pastoral Care.” Long, leisurely
conversations seldom happen, having been replaced by
text messages and an accompanying need for
clarification of misunderstandings that arise from some
texts. At home, people are annoyed, wary and even
scared, when their doorbell rings.
The reality is that the church for which I was educated,
including my doctoral work in the early 2000s, barely
exists anymore. Where it does, the dominant sounds are
dying gasps. Our models for Parish Ministry and Pastoral
Care must change.
--- All the above is excerpted from my November 13,
2016 final Charge Conference Report as an ordained
United Methodist pastor under full appointment. Since
then, the pandemic has catapulted us with a beyond-Fast
-Forward intensity into where we are today. I’m eager to
share Part Two of this with you, so let’s meet back here
next month. Meanwhile, let me be clear: it’s an honor
being in ministry with you!
Yours in Christ,
Dr. Joe

—Bob Goff

Visitation & Other Good Stuff
and check out my daily blog:
www.joescheets.com
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Sermon Schedule
July 31
Rev. Gaither's sermon:
"Getting By On Our Own"; Luke 12:13-21

August 7
Rev. Gaither's sermon:
"Here I Am! Send Me!; Isaiah 6:1-8
Communion
August 14
Rev. Gaither's sermon:
"A Cloud of Witnesses"
Hebrews 11:29-12:2
August 21
Rev. Gaither's sermon:
"We Have Work to Do"; Isaiah 58:9b-14

August 28
Rev. Gaither's sermon:
"Radical Hospitality"; Romans 12:9-21

CROSSWALK

MUSIC TIDINGS
It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to thy
name, O Most High; to declare thy steadfast love in the
morning, and thy faithfulness by night, to the music of the
lute and the harp, to the melody of the lyre. For thou, O Lord, has made
me glad by they work; at the works of thy hands, I sing for joy.
Psalm 92:1-4

SUNDAY, JULY 31
9 am - "Day by Day"- arr. Fettke
Quartet: Suzanne Hutcherson, Susan Botula,
Charles Botula, Terry Mueth
SUNDAY, AUGUST 7
9 am - "Jesus, At Your Holy Table" - arr. Larson
SANCTUARY CHOIR and quartet:
Mary MacIntire, Cindy Bloomer, Michael Woodruff, Perry Danford
with flutist: Cheryl Schaeffer
SUNDAY, AUGUST 14
9 am - "Faithfulness" - arr. Raney
soloist: Michael Woodruff
SUNDAY, AUGUST 21
9 am - "I'll Fly Away" - Brumley
Brent and Natalie Gravois

Sundays at 11:15
Chapel

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28
9 am - "Reach Out, And Touch" - arr. Brown
Quartet: Bette Frette, Carol Morey, Don DeJarnett, Bill Morey

