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Union United Methodist Church, Belleville, Illinois September 2022
Notes from Pastor Harvey Gaither
The hymn “Amazing Grace" is one of the most popular and loved hymns
on the planet. "This spiritual is performed roughly ten million times
annually!" The story behind this amazing
hymn is worth our being reminded of its
origins.
“Written almost two and a half centuries ago
in 1772, the words for the beloved song were
borne from the heart, mind and experiences
of the Englishman, John Newton.
Knowing the story of John Newton's life as a
slave trader and the journey he took before
writing the hymn will help us understand the
depth of his words and his gratefulness for God's truly amazing grace."

MUSIC TIDINGS
It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
to sing praises to thy name,
O Most High; to declare
thy steadfast love in the morning,
and thy faithfulness by night,
to the music of the lute and the harp,
to the melody of the lyre.
For thou, O Lord, hast made me glad
by thy work; at the works of thy hands
I sing for joy."
Psalm 92: 1-4
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2
10AM- combined service
Sanctuary Choir: "One World, One Communion"- Choplin
with penny whistle, Allison Niesen; percussion, Jake Schlich;
"Crosswalk" and "Journey"- "In the House"- Crowder,
"Child of Love," and "Graves Into Gardens"
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "We Are All The Same" Galatians 3: 23-29
World Wide Communion; 11AM - Church wide potluck
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9
9AM- Sanctuary Choir: "Oh, How Good It Is"- arr. Hoelscher
with violinist, Philip Tinge
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "Wrangling Over Words"

2 Timothy 2: 8-15
Joyful Noise : "Thy Word is Like a Garden, Lord: Schalk
11:15AM Crosswalk
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16
9AM Sanctuary Choir: "Seek Ye the Lord" - Roberts
United Women in Faith Sunday;
message by Laverne Backstrom
11:15AM- "Crosswalk"
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23
9AM- Sanctuary Choir : "I Shall Yet Praise Him"- Pethel
Rev. Allyn Walker, District Superintendent, preaching:
"The Jesus Team," Acts 9: 1-6 and Acts 10: 1-8
11:15AM- "Crosswalk"
The hand bell choir will begin
rehearsals on Thursday,
September 29, at 7PM in the
music room under codirectors: Jim and Marilyn
Coe. Welcome to the Coes
and welcome back ringers!

Having lived through a rather unfortunate and troubled childhood, (His
mother passed away when he was just six years old.) Newton spent years
fighting authority, going so far as trying to desert the Royal Navy in his
twenties. Later, abandoned by his crew in West Africa, he was forced
into servanthood to a slave trader but was eventually rescued. On the
return voyage to England, a violent storm almost sank the ship,
prompting Newton to begin his spiritual conversion as he cried out to
God to save them from the storm.
Upon his return, however, Newton became a slave ship master, a
profession in which he served for several years. Bringing slaves from
Africa to England over multiple trips, he admitted to treating the slaves
abhorrently. In 1754, after becoming violently ill on a sea voyage,
Newton abandoned his life as a slave trader, the slave trade, and
seafaring, altogether, wholeheartedly devoting his life to God's service.
He was ordained as an Anglican priest in 1764 and became quite popular
as a preacher and hymn writer, penning some 280 hymns, among them
the great "Amazing Grace," which first appeared in the Olney Hymns,
printed by Newton and poet/fellow writer William Cowper. It was later
set to the popular tune New Britain in 1835 by William Walker.
In later years, Newton fought alongside William Wilberforce, leader of the
parliamentary campaign to abolish the African slave trade. He described

New ringers welcome!
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Activities: Dates and Times Subject
to Covid-19 Restrictions
Second Wednesday
10:30 am
United Women in Faith
McKinley Center
(No meetings in January,
June, July and November)
Third Wednesday 5:30 pm
United Methodist Men
Krause Room
Every Thursday 9:00 am
Ruth Circle
Quilters/Stitchers
Krause Room
Every Wednesday, 9:00 am
Horticulture
Coffee 8:00 am
Krause Room
Sundays 9:00 am Worship
Kindergarten through fourth grade
dismissed to Junior Church
following the children's' sermon

UWF Warm Items Collection

Thanks from Miriam Circle

The Nurture Committee. . .

As we are facing cooler weather and
looking in our closets, remember that
we will again have a Warm Clothing
Collection to ge given to Lessie Bates
Neighborhood House and for some
people in our area. Collections will be
Sundays, November 6 and 13.

Mirian Circle thanks all of those who
contributed to the bake sale and the huge
jewelry inventory which sold for bargain
prices. Because of your generosity, our
total sales amounted to $566! We
sincerely appreciate all of you.

is sponsoring a Fall Fellowship Potluck
on Sunday October 2. There will be
one worship service at 10:00 a. m. with
the potluck to follow.

Coats are especially appreciated for
children and adults. Other items to help
keep people warm are also needed.
Your generosity will be much
appreciated.
God loves a cheerful giver. Blessings.

Miriam Circle will again feature our
Zucchini Quiche, Jello salad on lettuce,
and a dessert at our October UWF
meeting on the 12th.

Submitted by Pearl Spies

We hope to see many of you there. Our
monthly meeting will be October 28 in
the Krause Room at 1:00. There will be
a program and refreshments.
Submitted by Marvina Lee

If you have not signed up but would
like to come, the following is a
suggestion for food. Last names begin
with: A-G Main Entree
H-M Salad
N-R Vegetable dish
S-Z Dessert
Several baskets will be raffled to
support youth group activities.
Looking forward to seeing many of you
at the potluck.
Submitted by Nancy Weston

Tidings
Union United Methodist
Church
721 East Main Street
Belleville, Illinois 62220
618-233-6375
Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither
Editor: Thel Lemons
Editor September, 2022 edition:
Zona Ludlum
Contributors may attach copy to
email or text information to the
editor:

UWF members
enjoying
refreshments and
fellowship at the
MRD Fall annual
Meeting.

chefthel@aol.com
618-530-8435
The next Tidings deadlines are
10:00 am on Oct 24
Nov 14
Dec 5

Results of UF W
School Supply Drive

National Back to Church
United Women in Faith News
SeptemberCelebrated
26, 2022
Sunday
September
18THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!
THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

National Back to Church was was
...to our UWF members and church
celebrated at Union UMC on
supporters for their contribution to the
September 18, with an increase in
school supply
attendance
ofdrive
6.7%!in July and August

(photo bottom p. 2). We collected several

After the service, the Evangelism
‘trunk loads’ of supplies for LBDNH and
Committee and Aldersgate
District 118/Douglas Elementary. Special
Fellowship
Group served breakfast
thanks
to
Pearl
Spies
and Connie
Stein
to members and
guests,
including
for coordinating
the school
supply drive.
the
Children’s Sunday
School.
Also, at our August meeting, members

A free will offering for the meal
wrote cards
of encouragement
for our to
netted
$706.70,
which was donated
youth
heading
backproject.
to school.
the
Tower
Repair
... to everyone
who provided
helped plan,
organize
Photos
by Joe
Milton
and worked at the Mississippi River
District Fall annual meeting! MRD
President Gail Fritzsche wrote. . . "You
really know how to throw a party and
make people feel welcome. . . .The tables,
food, music and warm hospitality your
group provided was like a big warm hug!"
It definitely is a team effort. The Love
Gifts for LBDNH and CCH and the books
collected for the Love Project were
overwhelming – a problem we love to
have, ha! Special thanks to Nancy
Weston and Sandy Patrick for
coordinating the continental breakfast
and to Dick Frette for the IT support.

Mike Engel, Debbie Tiemann,
Mark Tiemann, Ed Weston

Judy Brindley and her committee executed an outstanding Quilt Show! We had about
ninety people attend the show,
during the show and wrapping up.
This was another very successful
fundraiser.

On October 16, we will celebrate United
Nancy Weston, Sandy Patrick, Karen Milton
Women in Faith Sunday. I have an "allThank
you toshow
everyone
whoLeverne
helped with
new" slide
this year.
Backstrom,and
the serving
MRD Chairman
offor
preparation
of the food
United Women in Faith! National
Nominations,
from
Trinity
UMC
in East
Back to Church Sunday. We
St Louis,
will
be our gueston
speaker
and
heard
lots of
compliments
how tasty
For our October 12 program, we are
she
willwas.
install the 2023 slate of officers.
the
food
going to relax and have a little fun
We need to prepare the 2023 slate of
with a modified Biblical Jeopardy
Thanks
toIfKaren
forwilling
planning
the meal,
officers.
you are
to continue
hosted by Lydia Circle (AKA Jenny
... to Judy Brindley and her committee for
foryour
the food
andposition
organizing
serving in
current
or if you
and Jane) Miriam Circle is providing shopping
executing an outstanding Quilt Show! I
everything
in
the
kitchen.
want to try something new, please
lunch and Mary Circle has the card
heard so many positive comments
contact
committee
of
ministry for October. If you need
We
servedthe
113nominating
people breakfast,
including
throughout the morning! And more
Jane
Peters,
Thel
Lemons
or
Marilynn
transportation to the October
the Sunday School children. After
positive comments Sunday morning as
Cunningham.
meeting, please contact Karen Milton expenses,
we netted $706.70, which was
ladies picked up their winning raffle
Hope you are enjoying the cooler fall
at 618-971-5079 or sewwutt@aol.com by donated
to the Tower Fund.
weather!
baskets! We had about niney people
Monday, October 10.
September 18 attendance was up 6.7%
attend the show, many who bought
Blessings, Jenny
Begin collecting your World Thank
over the previous Sunday and there were
baked goods, jewelry and assorted fabric Offering. Our lives are blessed in so
several new faces in the congregation.
and sewing supplies. Thank you to
many ways. World Thank Offering is Hopefully they will return and become a
everyone who donated their special
our chance to share those blessings
part of our church.
quilts for the show, to Miriam Circle for
with others less fortunate. Plan to
Thanks to all who donated and worked to
turn
yourgrandaughter
World Thank
Offering in
Mary
Donley, the
David
Donley,
granddaughter
and
great
of Charles
coordinating
bake
sale and
jewelry
make this happen!
Treser;
Treser
Sophia
Treser.
to Thel in November.
sale, to Charles
everyone
whoand
worked
preparing/

UWF Warm Items Collection
As we are facing cooler weather and
looking in our closets, remember that
we will again have a Warm Clothing
Collection to ge given to Lessie Bates
Neighborhood House and for some
people in our area. Collections will be
Sundays, November 6 and 13.
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Coats are especially appreciated for
children and adults. Other items to help
keep2.
people
warm are
also needed.
Katherine
Eckert
Your4.generosity
will
be
much
Shirley Whitecotton
appreciated.
Laura Grandy
God loves a cheerful giver. Blessings.

5. Linda Danford
Submitted by Pearl Spies
6. Kyle Reaka
Kevin Flack
7. Claudette Himes
8. Marilyn Cunningham
Joe Melton
Perry Danford
9. Grace Emge
11. Dennis Watt
Jenna Lercher
12. Anne Crook
David Gravois
Matthew May
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Thanks from Miriam Circle
Mirian Circle thanks all of those who
contributed to the bake sale and the huge
jewelry inventory which sold for bargain
prices. Because of your generosity, our
total sales amounted to $566! We
sincerely appreciate all of you.

The Nurture Committee. . .
is sponsoring a Fall Fellowship Potluck
on Sunday October 2. There will be
one worship service at 10:00 a. m. with
the potluck to follow.

If you have not signed up but would
like to come, the following is a
suggestion for food. Last names begin
Miriam Circle will again feature our
with: A-G Main Entree
Zucchini Quiche, Jello salad on lettuce,
and a dessert at our October UWF
October 6,H-M
1984Salad
Vegetable dish
meeting on the 12th.
Greg & VickiN-R
Eschman
S-Z Dessert
We hope to see many of you there. Our
Several baskets will be raffled to
monthly meeting will be October 28 inOctober 10, 1980
support
youth
group activities.
Charles
& Nancy
Rogers
the Krause Room at 1:00. There will
be
Looking forward to seeing many of you
a program and refreshments.
at the10,
potluck.
October
1981

ANNIVERSARIES

Mark
Submitted by Marvina
Lee& Kelly McKeown
Submitted by Nancy Weston
October 10, 1987
Ralph & Susan Joest
October 12, 1985
David & Marcia Braswell III
October 14, 2006
Damien & Keri Edgington
October 22, 1994
Bill & Laura Twenhoefel
October 25
Perry & Linda Danford
October 30, 2015
Jacob & Julie Diener

UWF members
enjoying
refreshments and
fellowship at the
MRD Fall annual
Meeting.

Results of UF W
School Supply Drive

National Back to Church
United Women in Faith News
SeptemberCelebrated
26, 2022
Sunday
September
18THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!
THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

National Back to Church was was
...to our UWF members and church
celebrated at Union UMC on
supporters for their contribution to the
September 18, with an increase in
school supply
attendance
ofdrive
6.7%!in July and August

(photo bottom p. 2). We collected several

After the service, the Evangelism
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thanks
to
Pearl
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Stein
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guests,
including
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the
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heading
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to school.
the
Tower
Repair
... to everyone
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Photos
by Joe
Milton
and worked at the Mississippi River
District Fall annual meeting! MRD
President Gail Fritzsche wrote. . . "You
really know how to throw a party and
make people feel welcome. . . .The tables,
food, music and warm hospitality your
group provided was like a big warm hug!"
It definitely is a team effort. The Love
Gifts for LBDNH and CCH and the books
collected for the Love Project were
overwhelming – a problem we love to
have, ha! Special thanks to Nancy
Weston and Sandy Patrick for
coordinating the continental breakfast
and to Dick Frette for the IT support.
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Judy Brindley and her committee executed an outstanding Quilt Show! We had about
ninety people attend the show,
during the show and wrapping up.
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TRUNK OR TREAT

Continuing the Journey

Trunk or Treat will be on Sunday, October 30 from 6:00 – 7:00 on the upper parking lot. We will have hot dogs and smores
provided by the Aldergate Group. If you would like to decorate your car, please be there by 5:30. Please join us for a
spooktacular evening of fun!
PARENTS NIGHT OUT - (MOMSConnect, KOTG and Junior High)
On Friday, November 18, we will have parent’s night out from 6:00 – 9:00 in
Fellowship Hall. We will havepizza and watch movies. Please RSVP Sunday,
November 13 to Donna at donna@unionumc.org.
MOMSConnect (Infant – Fifth Grade)
MOMSConnect meetings will be the fourth Sunday of the month. Our first
meeting is Sunday, September 25 from 10:00 – 12:00 in the MOMSConnect
Room on the fourth floor.The schedule from the meeting in May is as follows:
October 23 – Fall Craft
November 13 – Christmas Signs
December 1 – Christmas Party – 6:00 – Location TBA
January 22 – Essential Oils/Spa Day
February 26 Brunch
March 26 – Spring Craft
April 23 – Teachers Gifts
t

Preschool Sunday School Grace Emge, Sadie
Gravois, Milton Ticknor, Madeline Ticknor. Grace
and Madeline teaching our preschool children about
Queen Esther.

FREE REED CONCERT!

Pastor's Notes ontinued from page 1)

You are invited to a concert in
Union UMC sanctuary on Sunday
afternoon, October 16, 2022, at 2:00.

the campaign and lived to see the British passage of the
Slave Trade Act 1807.” (OCP.org)

The international Reed Organ
ge
Society and Union UMC are coLoun
d
e
e
sponsoring this event, which will
The R ion
d
Accor
present acclaimed musicians playing
free reed instruments, including
"pump" organs and accordions. They use free reeds, as
opposed to the beating reeds in clarinets, oboes, etc., to
produce sound.
Featured organs are all well over 100 years old and have been
restored by Mardy Eisloeffel. Performers, including Union's
own Gail Long, are from all over the United States and
Canada, and they will be playing mostly classical repertoire.
Admission to the concert is free, and there will be a freewill
offering collected. Do not miss this opportunity to hear
beautiful music performed on unique instruments in a superb
acoustical setting!

the horrors of the slave trade in a tract he wrote supporting

Those who have read Harriet Beecher Stowe's classic African
American novel, Uncle Tom's Cabin, may remember that Tom
sings three verses of "Amazing Grace," including one verse
not written by Newton, which is now traditionally sung as
the final verse:
When we've been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We've no less days to sing God's praise,
Than when we first begun.
“The song was used at marches during the civil rights
movement and gained popularity among those protesting
the Vietnam War. Over the years, musicians and singers
from Elvis Presley and Andrea Bocelli to Celine Dion,
Aretha Franklin, Destiny's Child, Judy Collins and Leann
Rhimes have performed this quintessential song.” (OCP.org)
Recognizable to most anyone who listens to contemporary
Christian music, Chris Tomlin's "Amazing Grace (My Chains
Are Gone)" is a beauty and features an added refrain, and
has turned into one of my favorite versions of this wonderful
hymn.
Therefore, the next time you hear this magnificent hymn
remember the story behind its origin, and be thankful it is a
part of our rich history in the United Methodist Church and
the world.

Example of a reed organ, known as a
Kleines Harmonium

Example of an Estey reed organ,
Smithsonian Museum

Pastor Harvey

What’s Happening in Freeburg
Thank you to everyone who supported our indoor yard sale.
You helped raise over $1700 for youth missions!

suddenly jump up because I have a hot flash – turning on
the ceiling fan and rifling through my purse to find my
personal fan. We interrupt each other. We interject our
opinions. We get annoyed with each other. Sometimes we
talk a long time and get tired.

Saturday, October 1 we are operating a dessert stand and
But we still do it because we know it’s important. I got more
picking up trash at the Freeburg Fall Festival / Chili Cook
than a little bored hearing the same “thankful stuff” like “it
Off, 11am-7pm, in the Freeburg Square Park. If you are in the was a beautiful day” or “I survived.”
Freeburg area, stop by to see us!
So I’ve started asking questions for more conversational
We have two teenage sons, aged 17 and prompts: What was the best thing that happened today?
16. When the older was a toddler, we
Where did you notice God? Who did you help today? Did
started “thankful stuff” time on our bed you notice anyone sitting alone at lunch? Did anything funny
before bedtime. We shared what we
happen today? (The teens really like that one.) It’s made it
were thankful for that day. Eventually more interesting. If you live with someone and aren’t already
the second toddler joined us. When it
doing it, I challenge you to spend intentional time together
started to become a wrestling match, we each day. It’s not too late. There’s no “right”
moved to their room where they could or “wrong” way to do it. It might be awkward. It won’t be
be separated in their own beds.
perfect. But it will be valuable.
Sometimes we added a devotional, but
“Cathy O”
we’ve always ended with prayer.
Cathy Obernuefemann
Although we have always been a family
Journey
Worship Leader
that eats dinner together, “thankful stuff” time has brought
the best family conversation time. We learn things about
each other that we might not otherwise know.
Fast forward to now. This summer we moved to the living
room because we realized the teenagers wanted to stay up
later. Since we are living in the social media era of
comparison, let me paint a realistic picture for you. What it’s
NOT: seated around a lit candle, relishing each other’s
company. No, this is more like it: One is playing catch with
himself, and trying to steal looks at the Cardinals baseball
score. The other is trying to play solitaire, or pacing like a
nervous tiger, going to the kitchen for a snack or drink of
water. I wrap up in a blanket because I’m cool, then

Local Groups Needed to Collect Plastic
Caps and Lids for Recycling
This past month, UUMC donated eleven bags of plastic
caps/lids to Creative Critters 4-H Group in Mascoutah for
their purchase of two ADA
tables! Green Tree Plastics
has new owners and will
continue turning plastic
caps/lids into various plastic
Bottle Caps for Benches
items. It has been
increasingly difficult to find new local groups collecting. We
ask the congregation to please inform the church office if you see
or hear of any additional groups collecting for plastic benches.
We have decided to continue collecting until December 1.
Unless we find new community groups that are collecting,
we will have to SUSPEND the church’s collection of plastic
caps/lids on December 1.
Submitted by Carlos Perez

Looking Ahead:
Oct 23 – Mike Olson preaching at Journey
Winter TBA – Marriage Bible study: “What Happy Couples
Know” by Andy Stanley
Every Week
Sunday Worship, 10:15am (except we are attending Union on
October 2)
Youth Group meets Sunday nights at 7pm with Sandy Merrill
(618) 789-3151 or journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com.

SHORT TERM CLASS
The Difficut Words of Jesus
All are welcome to the short term study for adults on Dr.
Amy-Jill Levine's book/video
series on The Difficult Words of
Jesus: A Guide to His Most
Perplexing Teachings led by
Kathy Ashby Ontiveros for the
Seekers class in room 407.
The class is scheduled for
Sundays 10:20-11:10 a.m.
September 11 through October
30. (No class on September 18
or October 2).
Submitted by Kathy Ashby Ontiveros

