“Developing Followers of Jesus Christ to Serve the World”

Tidings
Union United Methodist Church, Belleville, IL

October 27, 2022

1 Peter 4:10: “Each of you should use whatever gift you have
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in
its various forms.”
This is the theme for our stewardship campaign for 2023. It is a
reflection of the need that we have as the church of Jesus Christ to
serve and be faithful to what God has graciously given us.
Too often stewardship means the Annual Stewardship Campaign. It
means filling out a pledge card to make a commitment to the annual
budget of the church where we are a member. In some cases, the
definition has been broadened to include a commitment of our time
and talents so that we don’t put all our focus on money.
From Deborah Rexrode: “I share these biblical principles of stewardship for you to begin to
broaden your definition of stewardship:
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Ownership – Let’s begin with the first verse of the Bible: “In the beginning when God created
the heavens and the earth…” God created everything! In Psalm 24 we read, “The earth is the
Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.” God is not only the creator but
also the owner of everything.”
The biblical teaching is not that God created everything and then handed ownership off to us
or someone else. God still owns all that is.
Responsibility – Once we acknowledge that what we have is God’s, the question becomes:
“What would God have me do with all of this?” As God’s stewards, we are responsible to care
for all that God has graciously entrusted to us. “Who then is the faithful and wise
steward…?” (Luke 12:42) A steward is a person who cares for something that belongs to
someone else.”
The steward is not the owner, but instead manages that which belongs to another. All that
surrounds us in this life belongs to God, and we have been given the privilege to manage and
care for some of it as we travel through life.
Accountability – One day each one of us will be called to give an account of how we have
managed what God has given us. In 1 Peter we read, “Like good stewards of the manifold
grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.” (1 Peter 4:10)
As God’s people, we are called to live and give generously, especially to help those in need.
We are called to give first to God and God’s work, to give regularly, and yes, to give
cheerfully.”
The Bible tells us that what we do with our money and possessions impacts our faith. We are
called to be accountable for what God has entrusted into our care.
Stewardship goes beyond the church budget or building project and connects everything we
do with what God is doing in the world. Stewardship is a way of life. It is one of the primary
ways that we live out our identity in Christ. We are called to be faithful stewards in all that God
is calling us to do. It is being open to the opportunities and challenges that God places in our
lives and serving with faith and joy.
Continued on page 2

Second Wednesday
10:30 am
United Women in Faith
McKinley Center
(no meetings January,
June, July, and November)

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm
United Methodist Men
Krause Room

Each Thursday 9:00 am
Ruth Circle
Quilters/Stitchers
Krause Room

Each Wednesday, 9 am
Horticulture
8 am, Coffee
Krause Room

Junior Church
(Kindergarten – 4th Grade)
Junior Church is held during
the 9:00 am worship service
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Stewardship is a spiritual practice that allows us to live out the belief that all we have and all that we are belongs to
God. Stewardship is our gifts of time, relationship, worship, thanksgiving, prayer, service and material possessions. It is
a way of living that includes giving.
Our theme again:
1 Peter 4:10: “Each of you (yep, that’s you) should use whatever gift you (yep, you again) have received to serve
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.”
(Adapted from: https://nextchurch.net/stewardship-101/)

Harvey
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900 NORTH STATE STREET
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618-710-0224
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Continuing the Journey
What’s Happening in Freeburg
Union Methodist live stream services
can be accessed through
https://www.youtube.com/user/
Kent5122
or later through YouTube
Union United Methodist Church,
Belleville, Illinois

Live stream services at
9 am and 11:15 am
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Upcoming Tidings

I enjoyed getting to sing with Crosswalk on October 2 and seeing many of
you! Every time I come to Union, my mind is flooded with 30 years’ worth of
memories that could fill this entire newsletter and then some.
We had a nice time of fall fellowship Sunday evening, October 23, around
a fire pit. We enjoyed good food – chili, hot dogs, s’mores, and more – as
well as conversation, laughter, and pumpkin painting. You can see pictures
on our Facebook page @JourneyChurchFreeburg.

We hope to host a youth mission trip recap event soon on a Sunday
evening. Watch for more info about that.
I ask you to pray for those who are grieving, those who are facing medical
tests, those who are celebrating, and those of us who are watching our
seniors in high school finish well.

“Cathy O”

Cathy Obernuefemann
JourneyWorship Leader

Looking ahead:
Winter TBA – Marriage Bible study:
“What Happy Couples Know” by Andy Stanley
December 3 & 4: Smithton & Freeburg Lighted Parades
December 24: Christmas Eve Worship, 5 pm

Sunday Worship, 10:15 a.m.

Every Week

Youth Group meets Sunday nights at 7pm with Sandy Merrill (618) 7893151 or journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com .

deadlines (12:00 pm):

November 11
December 2
December 16
January 6, 2023

The altar flower calendar for 2023 is available at the
Welcome Desk. You can email or call the church office as
well. Sign up for as many Sundays as you wish.
Flowers are $20.00 each.
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Angel Breakfast
Where: McKinley Fellowship Hall
When: Saturday, December 3rd
Time: 8:30am
Who: Children 3-12 and a special adult
Cost: $7.00/ child -$20.00/family
Morning activities include:
craft, breakfast, singing and story time …

Make reservations by Monday, November 28th
Call 233-6375 or register at unionumc.org
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Hope you are all enjoying the fall season – with cooler temperatures and the beautiful fall foliage.
The maple trees in my neighborhood are really putting on a show!
After a brief business meeting, we had a good time at the October 13 unit meeting with a rousing game of Biblical
Jeopardy. The teams were evenly matched in knowledge – and it sometimes helped when I unexpectedly gave the
answer, ha!! We also learned ‘Jesus Loves You’ (yeah sue I nee) in Chinese. Miriam Circle prepared their famous
zucchini quiche for lunch.
Thank you so much to the ladies who volunteered to be a part of our leadership team next year. It is truly a ‘team effort’
to have an active unit with interesting programs, successful fundraisers and putting ‘boots on the ground’ to serve
women, children, and youth through our mission work.
I hope you all enjoyed United Women in Faith Sunday, October 16. It was a joy and pleasure to honor our United
Women in Faith while letting our church family know about our various mission activities. Leverne Backstrom’s homily,
‘Who Can We Be Together,’ based on Luke 13, was well-received at Union, Journey and Crosswalk services. I also
appreciated her installing our 2023 officers. It was my personal pleasure to recognize Sheri Hill, Sandy Kuehn and
Karen Milton with our United Women in Faith Special Mission Recognition for all that they do for UWF and Union UMC.
If you are looking for a sisterhood of fellowship and Christian mission, please consider attending our December meeting
and/or getting with one of our 6 circles to learn more about United Women in Faith, to get more involved in church and
mission activities and establishing wonderful relationships!
Deborah Circle
Elizabeth Circle
Lydia Circle
Mary Circle
Miriam Circle
Ruth Crafter/ Quilters

3rd Wednesday
4th Tuesday
3rd Monday
3rd Sunday
4th Friday
every Thursday

9:30 am
1:00 pm
6:30 pm
10:30 am
1:00 pm
9:00 am

Mary Philip
Karen Milton
Julee Baysinger
Stephanie Pierce
Marvina Lee
Judy Brindley

We do not have a unit meeting in November; however, Mary Circle has the card ministry for October and Deborah Circle
has the card ministry for November. Remember to collect your World Thank Offering during November and get your
donations to Thel by December 1. Any donations received after December 1 will count towards our 2023 donation.
Our next meeting will be December 14; Elizabeth Circle has the Christmas program and lunch while Ruth Circle has the
card ministry. Transportation is available to our December meeting! Contact Karen Milton, 618-971-5079 or
sewwutt4@aol.com by Monday, December 12, 2022 by noon to coordinate a ride.
We will have our annual planning meeting on Wednesday, December 7, 2022 at 9:30 pm in the Krause Room. Please
put this date on your calendar and plan to be at this meeting. We will be planning programs for 2023, preparing our 2023
budget and allocating our remaining funds.
We will be honoring our choirs, musicians, and the Ramos family at our Christmas Tea on December 18. Nancy Weston
and Sandy Patrick will be sending out details soon.
Happy Fall!
Jenny

Miriam Circle will have our regular meeting on October 28 in the Krause Room at 1 pm. Hostesses are Doris W. and
Carol S., and the program will be presented by Carrol Woods.
This meeting will be different from all others! We are having a TACKY PARTY! Yes, you can dress in the most GAUDY,
MISMATCHED, OUT OF STYLE, ILL FITTING outfit that you can leave the house in! But, wait, that’s not all – there will
be valuable prizes given for the WORST AND SECOND WORST dressed.
We hope you will join us for a laughing good time.
World Thanks Offering will be collected to mail, or you may mail yours directly to: Thel Lemons, 5451 Oak Thorn Drive,
Freeburg 62243.
Marvina Lee
910-9772

—Bob Goff
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Have a portable hobby???
Crochet or knitting
Jigsaw puzzles
Diamond painting
Something else easy to bring to
church…
Join us on Wednesday evenings, 6-9 pm
McKinley Fellowship Hall

UWF in pictures

Bring yourself, friends, snacks & your portable
hobby!!!!
Tables and chairs will be set up for you to
work on your project & enjoy fellowship.
Call Becky Keiser with questions:
618-795-0317

UWF Calendar of Events

November

No UWF Meeting; Deborah Circle has
card ministry

December 7

9:30

UWF Planning Meeting; Krause Room

December 12

Noon

Reserve transportation to December
meeting (Karen Milton)

December 14

10:00

UWF Meeting; McKinley Hall

December 18

10:00 UWF Christmas Tea; McKinley Hall

On Sundays, November 6 and
13, there will be containers in the
Welcome Center for new and
gently used warm clothing for
both adults and children.
Other items that will help people
keep warm are also welcome
(blankets, as an example).
We will share with Lessie Bates
Davis Neighborhood House and
others in our area who need help.
The more we give the more
people we can assist. Let's help
spread God's blessings.
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Visitation and Other Good Stuff
with Dr. Joe Scheets
Hear that?
MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade)
Moms with young children: it is hard to find time for
yourself. If you have children ages 0 - grade 5, we have
created that time for you!

MOMSConnect meets on the 4th Sunday of the
month from 10:00 – 12:00 in the MOMSConnect
Room on the 4th floor.
November 13 – Christmas Signs

TRUNK OR TREAT
Sunday, October 30
6:00 – 7:00
Upper Parking Lot

Raise Right orders through the end of the year
Order: November 6; Pickup: November 13
Order: December 4; Pickup: December 11
All orders are collected 10:00 -10:15
at the Welcome Desk (check or exact cash) .
Please visit www.RaiseRight.com for a full list of
retailers.
Any questions, please contact
Stephanie Pierce at
618-406-7960 or
Stephanie.pierce40@gmail.com.

TIDINGS DEADLINE CHANGE
The post office has recently changed its policy
for bulk mail, so a big change
for us!

deadlines:

Starting in November the
Tidings deadline will be
Fridays at Noon instead of
Mondays. Upcoming

November 11, December 2,
December 16, and January 6
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

Our own Bishop Frank J. Beard wrote a powerful piece that
appeared online September 20, 2022. He says that as a
denomination we are in danger of normalizing what he painfully
terms the bad behavior of noise coming from so many corners.
As a corrective, he presents a list of eight sounds that healthy
churches enjoy. Here are three, with my humble commentary --Crying babies. “Look back up here, all of you,” he shouted, “and
stop glaring at those babies’ families!” With the word “stop” he
pounded the pulpit thunderously.
He was in character as an old-time Circuit Rider and was going
on horseback across the country to General Conference. We
were one of his stops along the way that Sunday morning. Two
infants had announced their presence. People had turned to
look, and from my seat up front I saw that not a few scowled in
their directions. I could see one of the latter pointing to an exit.
Our guest preacher’s outburst continued. “Remember this
moment! Next time a baby cries in here, or a child becomes
disruptive, keep your attention where it belongs and breathe a
silent prayer to our Lord that we have in our midst such ones as
these!” Hmmmm.
Laughter in the halls. Many motivational gurus and/or business
consultants claim they can take the temperature and assess the
morale of a group or a company shortly after arriving. They say
that where’s there’s friendly laughter there’s what we in the
church often call Fellowship.
At our own Annual Conference in the mid-1990’s, a former
national vice-president of an insurance company asked me at
the coffee table if I noticed what was missing that year. As I was
formulating an answer, he told me: “Laughter. There’s no joy
here. We’re dying.” Hmmmm.
Noisy offering plates, checks being torn out, pinging cell
phones. Disclaimer: Patty and I tithe to Union electronically. But
I still write checks, too. I also like going into the bank, and not
just for the free coffee one offers. And yeah, I still use cash.
More than one family member tells me I’m acting like, among
other words, an anachronism.
You and I understand what our Bishop is saying with this
inclusion on his list. It’s about our regular faithful financial
stewardship. As has been pointed out long before you and I
came along, Christ Jesus talked more about our material
possessions than about our sin. Hmmmm.
Again, I ask you: hear that?
As always, anything, anytime, hit me up, especially if you or
someone you know would like or need a visit…but if you’re
contacting me about someone else please be very clear as to
why, and maybe we can avoid some awkwardness on their part
and mine. (You don’t wanna know why I’m adding that.) Text/
call me directly at 217.377.8049, and my email’s
joescheets3@gmail.com.
Yours in Christ,
Dr. Joe
Visitation & Other Good Stuff
and check out my daily blog:
www.joescheets.com
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Sermon Schedule
OCTOBER 30
Rev. Gaither's sermon:
"Things Aren't Always as They Seem"
Luke 19:1-10

MUSIC TIDINGS
It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to thy
name, O Most High; to declare thy steadfast love in the
morning, and thy faithfulness by night, to the music of the
lute and the harp, to the melody of the lyre. For thou, Lord, hast made me
glad by thy work; at the works of thy hands, I sing for joy.
Psalm 92:1-4

NOVEMBER 6, All Saints Sunday
Rev. Gaither's sermon:
"Do You Believe?"; John 11:32-44
Communion

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem:"Amazing Grace" - arr. Hanson
with violinist: Phillip Tinge

NOVEMBER 13
Rev. Gaither's sermon: "A New Song"
Psalm 98

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, All Saints Sunday
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem: "Sine Nomine"- Ralph Vaughn Williams

NOVEMBER 20

Rev. Joe Scheets' sermon:
"Those United Methodists
Are Obsessed With It"; Luke 18:9-14

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem:
"Oh, Sing to the Lord a New Song" - Leavitt; with flutist: Isabella Saldana
Joyful Noise

CROSSWALK
Sundays at 11:15
Chapel

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20
9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem:
"Come, Ye Thankful People, Come" - arr. Hayes
Four hand piano: with Steve Bloomer and Gail Long
The handbell choir will play "We Gather Together"- arr. Kinyon

