
   

“Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who 
belong to Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18 (NLT) 
 
Tracie Miles writes: 
 
In the early 1970s, based on the popular comic strip Peanuts, the first 
“Charlie Brown Thanksgiving” aired on prime-time television. 
 
As a child, watching this show became one of my favorite 
Thanksgiving traditions. As an adult, it was one of the traditions I held 
dear with my own children. Not only because Linus’ prayer at the 
dinner table showed how to be thankful at Thanksgiving, but also 

because Peppermint Patty’s behavior showed how NOT to be. 
 
Peppermint Patty, upon sitting down at the Thanksgiving table, made the honorable 
suggestion to say grace before they began eating. But her reason for praying was 
because, "It’s Thanksgiving, you know." 
Peppermint Patty initiated the call to prayer out of perceived obligation, but it was her 
actions which proved she only had head-knowledge of true thankfulness, not heart-
knowledge. As soon as Linus said Amen, she looked around the table and details 
began to distract her from thankfulness for the gifts they’d been given. 
 
When her expectations of what Thanksgiving should look like didn’t match up with her 
reality, Patty got upset and irritated. She began to verbally express her dissatisfaction 
and became annoyed with one of the guests (Snoopy). 
 
She was agitated the food didn’t meet her traditional requirements. She complained 
and yelled, having quickly forgotten all about Linus’ prayer and the importance of 
being truly thankful. She became focused on annoyances instead of prayer and true 
gratitude. 
 
Can you relate? 
 
Unfortunately, this scene is all too familiar in households across the country at 
Thanksgiving. We have this idea of how we want the holiday to look, but our reality 
may not match up to our expectations. Difficult circumstances and details can distract 
us from indebtedness to God. 
 
Today’s key verse, 1 Thessalonians 5:18, says “Be thankful in all circumstances, for 
this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.” 
 
Here we read when we are to be thankful — in all circumstances. And we 
read why we are to be thankful — because this is God’s will for all believers as He 
knows a grateful heart is a happy heart. We can be thankful no matter what we’re 
facing because God is worthy of our thanksgiving.  In this verse, the Apostle Paul is 
giving instructions on how to gain heart-knowledge, not just head-knowledge, of true 
gratitude. We’re to be thankful in the midst of all circumstances, not merely those that 
are easy and pleasant. 
 
I realize this is far easier said than done. God asks us to trust His ways even when we 
don’t understand them. We’re to be thankful for the gifts He has given us, not focused 
on what we don’t yet have. 

Continued on page 2 
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Angel Breakfast 
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UWF 
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MomsConnect 
KOTG/Junior High 
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Advent Wednesdays 
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Journey 
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Music Tidings  

 

Second Wednesday  

10:30 am 

United Women in Faith 

McKinley Center 

(no meetings January, 

June, July, and November) 

 

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm 

United Methodist Men 

Krause Room  

 

Each Thursday 9:00 am 

Ruth Circle 

Quilters/Stitchers 

Krause Room 

 

Each Wednesday, 9 am 

Horticulture  

8 am, Coffee 

Krause Room  

  

 

Junior Church 

 (Kindergarten – 4th Grade) 

Junior Church is held during 

the 9:00 am worship service 
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Tidings 
 Union United Methodist Church 

721 East Main Street  
Belleville, Illinois 62220                                               

618-233-6375   
 

Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither  

 
Thel Lemons, Editor     

 
Please attach copy to email or text the 

information to the editor: 
chefthel@aol.com 

618/530-8435 

Upcoming Tidings  

deadlines (12 pm):    

 

  

December 2 
December 16 

January 6, 2023  

Senior High Youth  
 

Sunday 
7 pm at Journey 

Continued from page 1 

 
 
Rarely do families get through Thanksgiving dinner with perfectly cooked food … children with pristine 
manners … babies who don’t cry or refrain from picking inopportune times for dirty diapers … siblings who 
don't argue … spouses who don't quarrel … drinks that go un-spilled … or family members in total agreement 
about which football game to watch. 
 
Some years, families are fractured or even distant memories. 

 
Miles continues: 
 

The enemy wants to use all these side details to distract us from what we really should be focusing on: the 
Giver of the gifts, not the gifts themselves.  During the holidays or any day of the year, I can easily morph into 
a Peppermint Patty if I’m not careful. I don’t want to be someone who gives thanks with her mouth and not her 
heart. A person so distracted by the less-than-desired details that she overlooks the indebtedness she should 
have in her heart for Christ — not just for how He blesses, but for Who He is.”  
 
Life’s not always easy, and holidays aren’t always perfect or peaceful. But we can always have a heart full of 
thankfulness if we remember Who gives us reasons to be thankful, not just what we’re thankful for. 

 
Dear Lord, help me when I start letting details of the holidays, annoying frustrations or unmet expectations distract me 
from all the reasons I have from You to be abundantly and eternally grateful. Help me have a heart full of thankfulness 
every day, but especially on the specific day set aside to be grateful for You. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

Harvey 

 
 
 
 
 
Advent Sermon Series 
 
Beginning November 27, we will work our way through a sermon series 
entitled, “The Songs of Advent”, where we will look at different songs that 
we often sing throughout the Advent and Christmas Season. I think it will 
be a fun way to see how these hymns are related to the Scriptures and 
maybe learn a little about the origin of each hymn. Here is the series:  
 

November 27     
Luke 1:46b-55: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 

 
December  4   

Rev. Ed Weston Preaching  
Haggai 2:6-9 : “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 

 
December 11   

Luke 2:8-15: “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 
 

December 18   
John 1:1-14: “O Holy Night”  

RECOGNITION OF BABIES  

Each year at Christmas time, we honor all the 
babies born to the Union families with a small gift 
during the worship services. We will be recognizing 
the babies on Sunday, December 4, at the 9:00 am 
service. Please email Sheri your child’s name and if 
you are planning on attending at 
sheri@unionumc.org by Tuesday, November 29. 

mailto:sheri@unionumc.org
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 Angel Breakfast 

 

 Where: McKinley Fellowship Hall  

When: Saturday, December 3rd  

 Time:  8:30am 

Who: Children 3-12 and a special adult 

Cost: $7.00/ child -$20.00/family 

Morning activities include:  

craft, breakfast, singing and story time … 

Make reservations by Monday, November 28th  

Call 233-6375 or register at unionumc.org  
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United Women in Faith News 
 
Thank you to all our veterans and military and the families who support them - “Honoring the 
sacrifices many have made for our country in the name of freedom and democracy is the very 
foundation of Veterans Day.” — Charles B. Rangel  
  
Our annual Warm Clothing Drive continues through November 13. In addition to coats, sweaters, sweatshirts, et al, we 
will also be collecting hats, scarves, blankets, socks – any cold weather items – for both children and adults. A collection 
box is in the welcome center.  
 
We do not have a unit meeting in November. Remember to collect your World Thank Offering during November and get 
your donations to Thel by December 1. Any donations received after December 1 will count towards our 2023 donation.  
 
We will have our annual planning meeting on Wednesday, December 7, 2022 at 9:30am in the Krause Room. Please 
put this date on your calendar and plan to be at this meeting. We will be planning programs for 2023, preparing our 2023 
budget and allocating our remaining funds.  
 
Our next meeting will be December 14; Elizabeth Circle has the Christmas program and lunch while Ruth Circle has the 
card ministry. Transportation is available to our December meeting! Contact Karen Milton, 618-971-5079 or 
sewwutt4@aol.com by Monday, December 12, 2022 by noon to coordinate a ride.  
 
We will be honoring our choirs, musicians, and the Ramos family at our Christmas Tea on December 18. Nancy Weston 
and Sandy Patrick will be sending out details soon.  
 
Thanksgiving is a timely reminder to pause and give thanks for the many blessings we have in our lives. I hope your day 
is full of food, laughter and quality time with those that love you. From home to home and heart to heart, warmest wishes 
this Thanksgiving holiday. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving! 
Jenny 

 
 

 
  
Miriam Circle met for a “Tacky Party” on Oct 28. We had a laughing good time with contest winners being the “The Bag 
Lady” (Doris Wiemers) and “The Gypsy” (Jean Thomas). Hostesses Carole Schneider and Doris Wiemers provided 
refreshments. Fun continued as groups did a science experiment to determine how many paper clips could be dropped 
into an over filled cup of water. The total number was undetermined because 500 paper clips were not enough for four 
groups! This demonstrates the power of cohesion. The conclusion, people working together can accomplish amazing 
things. 
 
Our fall project is to collect used or new exercise mats to pass on to the homeless to be used as sleeping mats. 
Shoulder straps are being made for easy carrying. The Belleville YMCA has donated ten used mats already. Bobby 
advised used mats would be preferable. Thanks to Bobby and YMCA. 
 
We will meet on November 18 in the Krause Room at 1:00. We would love to see you there. 

Marvina Lee 618-910-9772 

—Bob Goff 

mailto:sewwutt4@aol.com
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Have a portable hobby??? 

Crochet or knitting 
Jigsaw puzzles 
Diamond painting 
Something else easy to bring to 

church… 

Join us on Wednesday evenings, 6-9 pm  
McKinley Fellowship Hall 

 
Bring yourself, friends, snacks & your portable 

hobby!!!! 
 

Tables and chairs will be set up for you to 
work on your project & enjoy fellowship. 

Call Becky Keiser with questions: 
618-795-0317 

UWF Christmas Meeting, December 14 

All women of the church—their daughters, 
daughters-in-law, sisters, friends and 

neighbors—are invited to  
United Women in Faith’s Christmas meeting. 

 
Brunch served at 10 am, McKinley Hall 

Program: “Silent Night” (Elizabeth Circle) 
Business Meeting 

October was Pastor 
Appreciation Month—

children’s church 
presented cards to 
Harvey. “You make 

church fun”! 

All Saints Day observed November 6 
UWF Calendar of Events 

 
December 7  9:30     UWF Planning Meeting;  
         Krause Room 
 
December 12 Noon   Reserve transportation to   
             December meeting (K. Milton)     
 
December 14 10:00    UWF Meeting; McKinley Hall 
 
December 18 10:00   UWF Christmas Tea;  
         McKinley Hall 

The altar flower calendar for 2023 is 
available at the Welcome Desk. You can 

email or call the church office as well. 
Sign up for as many Sundays as you 

wish.   
 

Flowers are $20.00 each. 
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MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade) 
Moms with young children: it is hard to find time for yourself.  If 

you have children ages 0 - grade 5, we have created that time for you!   

MOMSConnect meets on the 4th Sunday of the month 
from 10:00 – 12:00 in the MOMSConnect Room on the 
4th floor.   
  

December 1 – Christmas Party –  
6:00 p.m. 

Raise Right orders through the end of the year 
 

Order: December 4; Pickup: December 11 
 

 All orders are collected 10:00 -10:15  
at the Welcome Desk (check or exact 

cash) .  
 
Please visit www.RaiseRight.com for a 
full list of retailers.  
 
Any questions, please contact  
Stephanie Pierce at  
618-406-7960 or Stephanie.pierce40@gmail.com. 

TIDINGS DEADLINE CHANGE 
 
The post office has recently changed its 
policy for bulk mail, so a big change for 
us! 
 
Starting in November the Tidings deadline will be 
Fridays at Noon instead of Mondays. Upcoming 
deadlines: 

 
 December 2 
December 16 

January 6  

Visitation and Other Good Stuff 
with Dr. Joe Scheets 

 

Three Important Things 

Tell Me. If you or someone you know would like or 
needs a pastoral visit, please tell me: text/call me directly, 
217.377.8049, or email me, joescheets3@gmail.com. 

If you’re contacting me on behalf of someone else, please 
tell me why. That will help avoid some awkwardness on 
their part and mine.  

Thank You. October was Pastor Appreciation Month 
and you made it the most memorable one I’ve ever 
experienced; thank you. For your notes and messages 
and texts and cards, both gift and regular, I am grateful. 
It’s an honor being in ministry with you! 

Terrific Sounds. Recently our Bishop, Frank J. Beard, 
wrote the following, and it’s too good not to share with 
you: 

Here’s a short list of noises that I believe should be heard 
in healthy churches:  

Crying babies – denoting biological growth  

“Amens” and shouts of praise – reflecting growth 
in worship  

Folding chairs – sounds of numerical growth  

Sobbing, Tears and Tissues being passed – 
spiritual growth  

Bible pages being turned (pinging cell phones) – 
growth in discipleship  

Laughter in the halls – growth in fellowship  

Noisy buckets, checks being torn out, pinging cell 
phones – stewardship and mission giving  

The brush of angels’ wings – experiencing the 
presence of the Lord 

To summarize. Please tell me, and I do thank you, and 
by the grace of God let’s make some healthy church noise 
together! 

Yours in Christ, 
Dr. Joe 

Visitation & Other Good Stuff 

and check out my daily blog: 

www.joescheets.com 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES -   
(MOMSConnect, KOTG and Jr High) 

 
We are working on activities for next 
year.  Information will be shared via 
email and in the next Tidings. 

A “heartfelt” thank you! 
  
Thank you so much for all the calls, cards, texts and 
prayers. My family and I truly appreciate the continued 
love and support from the bottom of our hearts. 
 

Hugs, 
The Shock Family 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/
mailto:Stephanie.pierce40@gmail.com.
mailto:joescheets3@gmail.com
http://www.joescheets.com/
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Trunk or Treat 
A fun-filled spooktacular  

evening of fellowship 
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Trunk or Treat 
  
Thank you to everyone who donated candy, decorated 
cars and came to trunk or treat.  A special thank you 
to the Aldersgate Group for the delicious chili, 
hotdogs and s’mores.  Your support means the 
world to us!   
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Union Methodist live stream services can be accessed 
through 

 https://www.youtube.com/user/Kent5122  
or later through YouTube  

Union United Methodist Church,  
Belleville, Illinois 

 
Live stream services at 9 am and 11:15 am  

2022 Advent Wednesday Evenings = AWE22 
November 30 – December 21, 2022  

6:30 pm –7:15 pm 
 

Long ago it was like Lent. Now it sometimes gets lost in 
Christmas. Our official United Methodist Book of Worship 
says this --- 

Advent is a season of four weeks including four 
Sundays. Advent derives from the Latin adventus, which 
means "coming."  

The season proclaims the comings of the Christ—whose 
birth we prepare to celebrate once again, who comes 
continually in Word and Spirit, and whose return in final 
victory we anticipate.  

Each year Advent calls the community of faith to prepare 
for these comings; historically, the season was marked 
by fasts for preparation.  

--- “This year we’ll have an extra opportunity in the 
middle of the week,” says Dr. Joe Scheets. “to prepare 
our hearts, minds and lives for Christmas. 

“To keep things simple, let’s call it AWE22,” he suggests, 
“like Advent Wednesday Evenings in 2022. That even 
tells us when and what it is. 

“Every Wednesday evening, November 30 through 
December 21, we’ll enjoy Scripture, music, and a brief 
sermon which we usually call a homily. 

“Gail Long will help us each Wednesday evening with 
music appropriate for the season,” Joe continues, “and 
we’ll have special music from guests as well. 

“We’ll start at 6:30 pm and be finished in plenty of time 
for Choir Rehearsals,” he promises. 

Our preachers include our own Revs. Roger Knox, Don 
DeJarnett, and Bob Edwards. I know you ’ll hear 
‘tidings of comfort and joy’ from these messengers,” 
concludes Joe.  

Plan now to participate in AWE22 and be ever more 
ready to celebrate the birth of Christ Jesus! 

Poinsettia Order Form (Please Print) 

 

In Honor of:____________________________________________________ 

In Memory of:__________________________________________________ 

In Celebration of:________________________________________________ 

                      $12.00 each (you may order as many as you like) 

# of poinsettias ordered:___________      Total $________ 

 

Donated By:_______________________________________________ 

Please Place in the  

Offering Plate or 

bring to the  

Church 

office  

by  

Monday,  

December 

12th  

Tower Project Update 
 
The large stained-glass windows on the tower have been 
successfully repaired. They were cleaned, as well as the 
exterior wood frames which were painted. The aged 
plexiglass was replaced by clear quarter inch glass storm 
windows. Pastor Harvey proclaimed, “The cataracts have 
been removed”! We are grateful to Emil Frei and 
Associates for their fine work. 
 
The trustees are pleased with the restoration of the brick 
and gutter areas completed on the tower. The tuck 
pointing, caulking and sealing have greatly reduced the 
leaking problem. We are fortunate to have found a 
company that will even work on this hard to access area 
of the building. On the day that we had hard rain and 
wind, there was water on the floor, which has been 
determined to have come in through the metal spire. After 
close examination, inside and outside the spire, it is still 
puzzling as to exactly where the water is coming in. A 
second contractor was consulted. He declined to attempt 
the project because of difficulty and expensive 
accessibility. At this time, we will continue to observe 
results as winter rains come. 
 
Questions may be directed to Marvina Lee, Mike 
Callaghan, or any member of the Board of Trustees. 
 
Trustees thank you for your supporting of The Tower 
Project. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/Kent5122


10  

The American flag on the west side of the church property was 
given by Ed and Nancy Weston in memory of Ed’s father,  

Riggs Weston, who served in the Army during WWII. 

Roger Knox on a recent fishing outing with Dennis Watt.  
“Are all preachers fishermen?  

Asking for a friend.” 

TIME TO ORDER  
UPPER ROOM DISCIPLINES FOR 2023!  

 
We will be taking orders until Friday, December 9, 
$10.00/regular print and $12.00/large print.  If you are 
interested, please sign up at the Welcome Desk or call 
the church office.  We will place the order that week 
based on the number of copies pre-ordered.  

Leroy Getz would like to thank those that have visited 
and sent cards. He appreciates being thought of. 

   
 

Continuing the Journey 
What’s Happening in Freeburg 

 
We are doing a Toys for Tots collection for ages birth to 
16. Items must be new and unwrapped and are needed 
by December 6th. If you have questions, contact 
Michelle Barthelemy (bshell77@live.com).  

 

“Cathy O” 

Cathy Obernuefemann 
Journey Worship Leader 

 
 
Looking ahead: 
 
Nov 19 – Help is needed with the Boy Scout Food 
Drive. Looking for a driver (age 21+) and walkers to 
retrieve the bags of food. Contact Michelle Barthelemy 
(bshell77@live.com) to volunteer. 
  
Nov 20 – Dr. Joe Scheets preaching 
  
Nov 27 – 1

st
 Sunday in Advent; Pizza and decorating for 

Advent / Christmas at 5 pm 
  
Nov 30 – Wreath making with Ann Glover, 6pm - Cost is 
$10. Trimming, wreath, and ribbons are included in the 
cost. Bring your own decorations and garden clippers. 
Limited amounts of decorations will be provided. Space 
is limited to the first 20. Please RSVP to Sandy Merrill 
618-789-3151 or journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com. 
Dessert and coffee will also be provided. 
  
Winter TBA – Andy Stanley marriage study: “What 
Happy Couples Know” 
  
Dec 3 – Smithton Lighted Parade 
  
Dec 4 – Ed Weston preaching 
  
Dec 4 - Freeburg Lighted Parade 
  
Dec 24 – Christmas Eve Worship, 5 pm 
  
Dec 25 – No worship; UUMC streaming at 9 am 
  

 
Every Week 

 

Sunday Worship, 10:15 am 
 

Youth Group meets Sunday nights at 7 pm with Sandy 
Merrill, 618/789-3151 

orjourneyunionyouth1@gmail.com 

JOURNEY UMC  
  

900 NORTH STATE STREET  
FREEBURG, IL 62243  

618-710-0224   WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG 

mailto:bshell77@live.com
mailto:bshell77@live.com
mailto:journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com
mailto:journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com
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MUSIC TIDINGS 
 

O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his 
deeds among the peoples! Sing to him, sing praises to him, 
tell of all his wonderful works! Glory in his holy name; let 

the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!     Psalm 105:1-3 

 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20 
 

9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem  
"Come, Ye Thankful People, Come" - Hayes 

4-hand piano with Gail Long and Steve Bloomer 
 

Jubilation Handbells will ring: "We Gather Together" - arr. Kinyon 
 

Rev. Joe Scheets: 
"Those United Methodists Are Obsessed With It"; Luke 18:9-14 

 

 
 

ADVENT SERIES "THE SONGS OF ADVENT" 
 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27 
 

9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem  
"O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" - arr. Goodwin 

 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4 
 

9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem - "Praise Ye The Lord" - Saint-Saens 
 

Communion 

CROSSWALK 

Sundays at 11:15 

Chapel 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 9 am 

  Service of Carols and Scripture with 

Union United Methodist Sanctuary Choir 

accompanied by Manuel Ramos and 

Catherine Lehr-Ramos along with string 

quartet members, all formerly of the St. 

Louis Symphony 

 

The UWF Christmas Tea  
will follow the service 


