
   

Advent is a time of preparation for the arrival of Jesus. It is the time in 
which we prepare, we wait, we anticipate the birth of Jesus again. 
But, what are we waiting for and who is arriving?  
 
Jesus came to the world as a vulnerable baby but this baby is also 
described as our Almighty Lord and Savior, the Lion of 
Judah. Genesis 49:9-10 describes the Son of God this way: 
 
You are a lion’s cub, Judah;  you return from the prey, my son. 

Like a lion he crouches and lies down, like a lioness—who dares to rouse him? The scepter 
will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he to whom it 
belongs shall come and the obedience of the nations shall be his. 
 
For some of us the Christmas story has become too familiar—we gloss over Whom we are 
honoring. We need once again for our eyes to be opened to see Jesus and His glory in fresh 
ways so we can experience Christmas anew in our hearts. 
 
I found this poem entitled, “Lion of Judah” I wanted to share with you as we once again 
prepare ourselves for Jesus’ arrival: 
 

Lion of Judah, great I AM, Yet Son of God and gentle lamb. 
The One who made all human life, Yet babe in womb of Joseph’s wife. 
Majestic One who naked came, To dress Himself in human shame. 
Naked twice—in crib, on cross Lord of all who suffered loss. 
Lion of Judah, great I AM, Yet Son of God and gentle Lamb. 
 
Lion of Judah, great I AM, Yet Son of God and gentle lamb. 
Powerful voice of God most high, Yet limited to a baby’s cry. 
Mighty Father from above, Yet needing now a mother’s love. 
Helper, hope of Israel, Helpless now, Immanuel. 
Lion of Judah, great I AM, Yet Son of God and gentle lamb. 
 
Lion of Judah, Great I AM, Yet Son of God and gentle lamb. 
Majesty displayed in space, Lets me look into His face. 
Meekness brings you near today, A Christmas babe in trough of hay. 
A mighty God, a tiny child, Omnipotence so meek and mild. 
Lion of Judah, great I AM, Yet Son of God and gentle lamb. 
 
Lion of Judah, great I AM, Yet Son of God and gentle Lamb. 
You came to Joseph, shepherd, king, To those who needed songs to sing. 
So hurting women, broken men, Could find new life, be born again. 
Because of Him, the gentle lamb, Lion of Judah, great I AM! 

                       (Jill Briscoe, 1991)  
 
May this Advent be a season full of waiting for the great I AM!  
 

Harvey 
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KOTG/Junior High  
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5 
Journey 
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Music Tidings  

 

Second Wednesday  

10:30 am 

United Women in Faith 

McKinley Center 

(no meetings January, 

June, July, and November) 

 

Third Wednesday 5:30 pm 

United Methodist Men 

Krause Room  

 

Each Thursday 9:00 am 

Ruth Circle 

Quilters/Stitchers 

Krause Room 

 

Each Wednesday, 9 am 

Horticulture  

8 am, Coffee 

Krause Room  

  

 

Junior Church 

 (Kindergarten – 4th Grade) 

Junior Church is held during 

the 9:00 am worship service 

Union United Methodist Church, Belleville, IL      December 8, 2022 
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Tidings 
 Union United Methodist Church 

721 East Main Street  
Belleville, Illinois 62220                                               

618-233-6375   
 

Pastor: Rev. Harvey Gaither  

 
Thel Lemons, Editor     

 
Please attach copy to email or text the 

information to the editor: 
chefthel@aol.com 

618/530-8435 

Upcoming Tidings  

deadlines (12 pm):    

 

  

December 16 
January 6  
February 10 

Senior High Youth  
 

Sunday 
7 pm at Journey 

 Christmas Eve Services 

 
4 pm Crosswalk service in the Sanctuary 
5 pm Journey UMC service in Freeburg 
11 pm Traditional service in Sanctuary 

 
All  services will have candle lighting and Holy Communion 

 
  

Sunday,  December 25
 

we will live stream a pre-recorded service at 9:00 am 

 
 
 
 

 
MOMSConnect (Infant - 5th Grade) 

Moms with young children: it is hard to find time for yourself.   
If you have children ages 0 - grade 5, we have created that time for you!   

MOMSConnect meets on the 4th Sunday of the month from 10:00 – 12:00 
in the MOMSConnect Room on the 4th floor.   

  
January 22 – Essential Oils/Spa Day 
February 26 - Brunch 
March 26 – Spring Craft 
April 23 – Teachers Gifts 
May 21 – Schedule for 2023-2024 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES -  
(MOMSConnect, KOTG and Jr High) 

 
 

Dec. 18 – 3:00 pm  
Family Movie Matinee: 
The Polar Express, McKinley Hall 

 
Wear your pajamas and bring a blanket and pillow. 

Hot Cocoa, Water and Popcorn will be provided.  
To reserve your golden ticket, please RSVP to Donna by Sunday, 

December 11 at donna@unionumc.org. 
 
 
 
On Friday, January 20, we will have game night from 6:00 – 9:00 in the 
Fellowship Hall. Bring snacks, drinks and your favorite games. Please 
RSVP to Donna Shock by Sunday, January 8

 
to donna@unionumc.org. 

 
Liturgists needed  

for the 9:00 worship 
service 

 
To volunteer to read scripture, 
please contact Danny Nollman at: 
nollmandl@att.net or   
618-235-6873 (always leave a 
message) and let him know your 
availability. 

Lord Jesus, 
 
Master of both the light and the darkness, send your holy 
spirit upon our preparations for Christmas.  We who have so much to do, 
seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day.  We who are anxious over 
many things, look forward to your coming among us. We who are blessed in 
so many ways, long for the complete joy of your kingdom. We whose hearts 
are heavy seek the joy of your presence. We are your people walking in 
darkness, yet seeking light. To you we say, come Lord Jesus…...Amen 
                  Henry Nouwen 

mailto:donna@unionumc.org
mailto:donna@unionumc.org
mailto:nollmandl@att.net
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SANCTUARY CHOIR  
CAROL SERVICE  

with STRING 
QUARTET 

 
featuring  

Manuel Ramos, violin, 
and Catherine Lehr-Ramos, cello   

 
 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 

The altar flower calendar for 2023 is 
available at the Welcome Desk. You 
can email or call the church office as 
well. Sign up for as many Sundays as 

you wish.   
 

Flowers are $20.00 each. 

I am very grateful and thankful for the church youth 
organization, Miss Donna, Miss Becky and Pastor 
Harvey for allowing me to set up the donation table 
benefiting Unicef at this years Trunk or Treat on 
10/30/2022. 

Cailyn Kaemmerer  

Commissioning Lay Visitation Team 
November 20, 2022 
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United Women in Faith News 

 
I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving full of good food, laughter and time with family and 
friends. As we barrel into Christmas, take time to enjoy some of the sights and sounds of the 
season. Come out for the mid-week Advent service to enjoy the spirit of the season. 
 
Thank you to all who supported our annual Warm Clothing Drive! You were all so generous with your donations. The 
Union clothing closet is packed to the gills, and I delivered one of two trunk-loads of items to Lessie Bates Davis 
Neighborhood House! I will deliver the remaining items before Christmas.  
 
We will have our annual planning meeting on Wednesday, December 7, at 9:30 am in the Krause Room. Please plan to 
be at this meeting. We will be planning programs for 2023, preparing our 2023 budget and allocating our remaining 
funds. We are open to any ideas for programs and projects.  
 
Our next meeting will be December 14; Elizabeth Circle has the Christmas program and lunch while Ruth Circle has the 
card ministry. Transportation is available to our December meeting! Contact Karen Milton, 618-971-5079 or 
sewwutt4@aol.com by Monday, December 12, by noon to coordinate a ride.  
 
We will be honoring our choirs, musicians, and the Ramos family at our Christmas Tea on December 18. Nancy Weston 
and Sandy Patrick are coordinating the tea. See their article in the Tidings.  

Merry Christmas! 
Jenny 

 
  
 
The Miriam Circle will meet at Marvina’s house to celebrate Christmas and the supporting friendships that we have 
developed. There will be a warm meal of soups with sides and of course desserts. The time is 11:30 on December 16

th
. 

We also ask that guests bring a small gift for our “Grab a Gift” game.  If you did not sign up to come and bring a dish at 
our last meeting, please call Marvina (618-910-9772).  We welcome everyone.  You may also call for directions to 2402 
Pro Tour Drive in the Orchards Neighborhood. 
  
We are again providing candy to be added to the sack lunches during December. Candy may be left in the kitchen and 
labeled for sack lunches. Our collection of sleeping mats, with carrying straps, for the homeless has grown to nineteen. 
Most are used exercise mats donated by the Belleville YMCA.  Others are donated by individuals. Bobby Barkman will 
be overseeing the distribution to our homeless neighbors.  

Marvina Lee- circle chair 
 
 

 
Elizabeth Circle will enjoy its Christmas lunch and program at Thel Lemons on December 13. If you’d like to carpool, 
please meet at Eckert’s at 10:30. Otherwise, 11 am at Thel’s for lunch and program. A free-will donation will be taken for 
our Christmas giving. Please RSVP to Karen Milton or Thel.  

—Bob Goff 

UWF Calendar of Events 
 
December 7  9:30     UWF Planning Meeting;  
         Krause Room 
 
December 12 Noon   Reserve transportation to   
             December meeting (K. Milton)     
 
December 14 10:00    UWF Meeting; McKinley Hall 
 
December 18 10:00   UWF Christmas Tea;  
         McKinley Hall 

Many thanks for your generosity in supporting the Warm 
Clothing Drive. The response was great. Many people will 
be warmer because of your sharing.   
 
God's blessing to all, Pearl Spies and Connie Stein 

UWF will host the Christmas Tea on 
December 18 to honor the church’s 
choirs and musicians.  
 
Please consider contributing two 
dozen homemade cookies for the 
event. Please have the cookies at 
church on December 17 by 9 am or 

on Sunday by 8:30 am.  
 
UFW also prepares cookie boxes for the shut-ins of the 
church. 
 
In addition donations for package cookies and package 
drink mix will be collected. These items will be delivered 
to Lessie Bates Neighborhood House 
 
Thank you in advance for always making this event so 
special. 

Sandy Patrick and Nancy Weston 

mailto:sewwutt4@aol.com
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Visitation and Other Good Stuff 
with Dr. Joe Scheets 

 

December 2022 

Tell Me. If you or someone you know would like or 
needs a pastoral visit, please tell me: text/call me directly, 
217.377.8049, or email me, joescheets3@gmail.com.   

Please note: if you’re contacting me on behalf of someone 
else, please tell me why and you can help avoid some 
awkwardness on both their part and mine.  

Thank You to all who participated in our first Advent 
Wednesday Evening Service of 2022! We got off to a 
great start November 30 with an amazing crowd present. 

We sang, we prayed, and thought together about 
Scripture and the Christ of Christmas. It was all based on 
Isaiah 9:6, which summarizes both Advent and Christmas 
amazingly well.  

There’s Still Time for you to join us for these special 
Advent Services of Divine Worship, 6:30 pm - 7:15 pm:  

December 7:  Rev. Roger Knox  
December 14:  Rev. Don DeJarnett   
December 21:  Rev. Bob Edwards   

 
Plan now to be a part of this and invite someone to come 
with you. 

Reminder: contact me anytime, any reason. My cell 
phone’s 217.377.8049 and my email’s 
joescheets3@gmail.com. I’d love to hear from you. 

Yours in Christ, 
Dr. Joe 

Visitation & Other Good Stuff 

and check out my daily blog: 

www.joescheets.com 

Continuing the Journey 
What’s Happening in Freeburg 

 
Thank you to Ann Glover, who led a wreath-making 
class at Journey on the 30

th
. You can find pictures on 

our Facebook page. 
 
At press time, we are busily preparing a unique float 
with a message for the Smithton and Freeburg Lighted 
Parades. You will have to see the pictures to believe 
our “train” – we might be channeling Dr. Seuss! 
 

 “Cathy O” 
Cathy Obernuefemann 

Journey Worship Leader 
 
Looking ahead: 
 
Winter TBA – Andy Stanley marriage study: “What 
Happy Couples Know” 
 
December 24 – Christmas Eve Worship, 5pm 
   with Dr. Joe Scheets 
 
December  25 – No worship; UUMC streaming at 9 am 
 

Every Week: 
Sunday Worship, 10:15 am 

 
Youth Group meets Sunday nights at 7pm with Sandy 

Merrill 618-789-3151 or 
journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com 

JOURNEY UMC  
  

900 NORTH STATE STREET  
FREEBURG, IL 62243  

618-710-0224   WWW.JOURNEYUMC.ORG 

UWF Christmas Meeting, December 14 

All women of the church—their daughters, 
daughters-in-law, sisters, friends and 

neighbors—are invited to  
United Women in Faith’s Christmas meeting. 

 
Brunch served at 10 am, McKinley Hall 

Program: “Silent Night” (Elizabeth Circle) 
Business Meeting 

TIME TO ORDER  
UPPER ROOM DISCIPLINES FOR 2023!  

 
We will be taking orders until Friday, December 9, 
$10.00/regular print and $12.00/large print.  If you are 
interested, please sign up at the Welcome Desk or call 
the church office.  We will place the order that week 
based on the number of copies pre-ordered. 

mailto:joescheets3@gmail.com
http://www.joescheets.com/
mailto:journeyunionyouth1@gmail.com
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MUSIC TIDINGS 
 

And the angel said to them, "Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you 
good news of a great joy which will come to all the people; for to you 

is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord.  And this will be a sign for you; you will find a babe in a manger.  And suddenly 

there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom he is 

pleased!                 Luke 2:10--14 
 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 
 

9 am - Sanctuary Choir anthem - "Once in Royal David's City" - Proulx 
with flutist: Cheryl Schaefer 

 
Rev. Harvey Gaither's sermon:   

"Hark, the Herald Angels Sing"; Luke 2:8-15 
 

Joyful Noise anthem:  "How Will We Know Him?" - Algozin 

  
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18  

   9 am - Service of Carols and Scripture  

Rev. Harvey Gaither's sermon:  "O Holy Night"; John 1:1-14 
 

Union United Methodist Sanctuary Choir  

accompanied by Manuel Ramos and Catherine Lehr-Ramos 

along with string quartet members,  

all formerly of the St. Louis Symphony 
 

The UWF Christmas Tea will follow the service 

CROSSWALK 

Sundays at 11:15 

Chapel 

Sanctuary Choir  
Party and Potluck 

 
December 18 at 5 pm  

Corner George Inn, Maeystown 
 

Meat and drink provided 
 

Hosted by the Braswells 

 
 
 

Union Methodist live stream services 
can be accessed through 

 https://www.youtube.com/user/
Kent5122  

or later through YouTube  
Union United Methodist Church,  

Belleville, Illinois 
 

Live stream services at 9 am and 11:15 am  

https://www.youtube.com/user/Kent5122
https://www.youtube.com/user/Kent5122

